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IHE Enifos thinks it incumbent upon him to inform tbe Iz 4 
Reader, that ſeveral, both ancient and modern chriſtians, have = 
contributed their quota towards enriching this Tazasver ;  , 
that he has not ſtuck to any particular ſe& or party of chriſtians, but 1 | 
wherever he found a paſſage among the old authors, ftriking, inſtru -H 
tive, or encouraging to the people of Gos, he inſerted it with great 8 
pleaſure, and applied to friends for their illuſtration of particular point? 
in divinity, which he thought were more immediately neceſſary for- 
the information of common readers; not points of ſpeculation, or 
doubtful interpretation, but what all allow are eſſential to the chriſtian "- 
religion; ſuch as FaiTn, ReeexTanxce, HoLiness, &c. and 8 
readily favoured him with their ſentiments, 1 he dann rer. Be 
ö | 
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pvith the fame generous motive he himſelf is 04 by, te the edi- A 

_ ** fication of the CatLpREN of. Gop.““ He is nevertheleſs aware that 

there are many who diſcover an excellent ſpirit and lively zeal, yet 
confine their regards to a few principles, which, however important, 
are not the whole of Chriſtianity, but want ſome other articles to guard 
them.—Knowledge and ne, he is — muſt go hand in 
hand — 


Taz edification of chriſtians in general; and of every reader in 
particular, is the profeſſed deſign of this publication. The grace of 
Gov forming the heart for Gop, is the Loxp's work; the new 
t creature” is his workmanſhip, © created in Cnaisr Jnovs unto good 
« works.” The foundation of the ſpiritual building is laid in CarisT 
on this foundation the chriſtian builds; in building upon their moſt 
holy faith, chriſtians will have their eye upon the Matter-builder ; 
will keep to the plan of the work, to the plan of the chriſlian life, 
as drawn and ſet by Iss us; and will be daily aſking and receiving di- 
reQions and materials for * on ns work. In this good work 
| — 


they meet with many impediments, ariſing from ſelf, the world, and 
the great enemy to religion, Satan; and at times are apt to be diſ- 
cpuraged ; ; as the Jews were often oppoſed and retarded in the build- 
ing of the temple by the ſubtilty and power of thoſe who hated them; 
happy when the work was going on pleaſantly ; ſad and caſt down 
when it was otherwiſe. So when the good work in the ſoul is advanc- 


ing, and there is a growth in the ſpiritual divine life, then are they 
glad and revive; when the work is more at a ſtand ; when many things 


_ concur to impede the progres of religion in the ſoul; when the mind 


is diſturbed with the remains of corruption, and power of unbelief; 
when avocations from that enemy, the world, divert the. attention 
from the work; when the Loa ſeemeth to have forgotten, and to 
hide his face, and dark diſpenſations of providence perplex and dif. 
quiet the weak mind; when the frail body is bowed down with trouble, 
and the your is faint and gs, how ſad and ſorrowful the caſe! 


Reaper, flew + is this work going on > with you? Have you the 
a life and ſpirit you once had: or are you more feeble- minded? 


„ Is 


1 
? 
l 


Is a ſpirit of langiour and deadneſs creeping upon you ? Are you be. 
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wailing the want of that ſweet experience of the power and pre- 
ſence of Gop you once had? Are you, like Job, crying out, O that 
« I were as in months paſt, when the candle of the Lozp ſhined 
« upon me! Wilt thou not revive, wilt thou not enlighten my dark- 


«* neſs?” If this is your complaint, go to the throne of grace; go 


often to the hving ſtone, that you, as a lively ſtone in the building, 


may be built up in faith, love, and joy. Your enemies are many, are 


ſubtle, are ſtrong, but they ſhall not prevail; your Redeemer is ſtrong, 


the Loap of hoſts is his name; he ſhall ariſe, and en plead 


your cauſe, and give you reſt, 


in.the primitive Church, upon the plentiful effafion of the Holy 
Ghoſt at Pentecoſt, how amiable the ſpirit of love to CarisT and his 
truths, of warm unaffected devotion, of union, concord, and bro- 
therly love, among themſelves! They were all of one heart and 


of one foul.” | 


At 
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Ar che Reformation from Popery, how warm and bold the zeal of 
the venerable reformers, in contending for and promoting the pure 
doctrines of the goſpel! How wonderful their ſucceſs under the coun- 
tenance of the Moſt High? And in latter times, how have we ſeen 

religion revive in ſome places, while it was remarkably declining i in 
© Others? When purity of faith and purity in practice prevail in any 
church, there God is glorified, there is true chriſtianity: When in- 

| truments are raiſed up, who have a hearty love to the work, it goes 
on pleaſantly and proſpers; when the friends of Jzsvs are many, are 
zealous and active, and harmoniouſly unite together in promoting 

| the intereſts of his kingdom, how does the glorious defign ſucceed! 
*The whole body united to the head, and fitly joined together, and 
« compacted by that which every joint ſupplieth, according to the 
« effectual working in the meaſure of every part, maketh increaſe of 


© the body to the edifying itſelf in love.” On the other hand, when 
the truths of Jesvs are denied, are darkned and obſcured ; when the 
ſpirit of infidelity and error makes progreſs ; when there is a general 
2 of — and profligacy of manners; when the enemies of 


A 4 Jesvs | 


viii 3 . c E. 


Jesvs increaſe, and carry on their attacks with fome ſucceſs, what a 
| op is put to the glorious work, how is its progreſs retarded! When 


there is a general languor and formality in matters religious; when 
there is a warmer zeal for things of doubtful diſputation, than for the 
great and ſubſtantial intereſts of the Redeemer's kingdom, how does 


vital chriſtianity decay! When 1nſtead of loving one another with a 
pure heart, fervently, and uniting in promoting the great cauſe againſt 


the common enemy, there is a ſpirit of party and diſſention even 
amongſt profeſſed friends, how much does the work ſuffer, and how 
do the enemies triumph! Satan's watch-word is, Divide and devour ; 


if once he can ſeparate us from the fold, and withdraw us from the 
Shepherd's tents, his work is half done. CurisT's watch-word is, 


Unite and conquer: The path of duty is the path of ſafety. Surely 


this will lead all the true ſervants of Gos to frequent and fervent 


prayer; O Lorp revive, in wrath remember mercy, heal our 


* breaches, forgive our animoſities, and unite us in the bands of love 
and affection, that our arms may be _ 1 the pleaſure of 


« the Loxp proſper in our hands.“ 
Tuar 
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Tuar this book may be better underſtood, and a means of edifying 
: wing Oy" let the tollowing remarks be * attended to. 


= Tus petitions and the divine anſwers, which are to be found: among 
ſeveral of the ſcripture texts in the titles, may be of admirable uſe to 
many; the Queſtions generally run in the complaining, inquiſitive 
ftrain, for information and redreſs, under the painful anxieties of a 
wounded conſcience z and the Anfwers are well calculated to relieve 
and inform the diſtreſſed foul ; they generally conſiſt of gracious pro- 
miſes of ſcripture, which may eaſily be turned into petitions ; and if 
relief does not immediately come, yet the ſoul gets eaſe, by thus pour- 
ing out its complaints, and reminding the Lon p of his promiſes ; faith 
in the -word is hereby ſtrengthened, and the ſoul is led to ſee a 
trouble and anxiety are to precede. rejoicing and triumph. 


2. Tas diftinQion that is made in ſeveral parts of the book between 
bare morality and true chriſtianity, reſpecting the motives of actions, 

the in phages from which they are done, and the degree and extent of 
them. 


* r 
them. Morality i is not chriſtianity, though there can be no true chrif- 


tianity without morality ; moral actions may be done from natural 
principles, and will certainly centre in ſelf, in Tome ſhape or other; 
but a truly chriſtian act muſt proceed from a gracious principle 1 in the 


heart. A moral man, and a true chriſtian, may both give ſomething 
to the poor; the poor is relieved by each; but the benevolence of 


the one may proceed from a natural generoſity of ſpirit, while that of 
the other comes from a ſenſe of divine favour and bounty already be- 


owed upon himſelf. They may both join in the ſame ordinances, 
Pray to the ſame ſupreme Being, and yet the one continue ſelf-righteous 
and vainly confident, while the other is bumbled, and lives upon di- 


vine grace; the principle within makes the difference between them; 
.and they whoſe I”. is be. moral, would do well to conſider = 


the difference, | 


3. Is almoſt every page there are different portions of ſcripture put 


together, which ſerve to elucidate. and explain each other; ſo that 


what ia one is obſcure, is generally opened by its parallel, which will 
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de found very uſeful, if diligently compared; and ſerve to ſhew the 
abundance, the ſuper-abundance of light, promiſes, privileges, and 
advantages there are in the word of Gop, and how they become 

« profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and inſtruction in righ- 


. « teouſneſs, that the man of Go may be thoroughly furniſhed unto © 


** every good work, and, through the divine blefling _ him, be 
= * wile u unto ſalvation.” 3 5 


4. Lr the reader be a to dilinguiſn between-a fees of fafety 
by faith in CurtsT, and a ſtate of aſſurance arifing from ſenſible com- 
forts in the heart. The beſt of chriſtians experience great. viciſſitudes 
reſpecting the frame of their minds; fometimes they are lively and 
comfortable, then they are low and depreſſed ; now they have ſenſible 
tokens of divine favour, then again theſe are withdrawn, and they 
begin to queſtion the ſafety of their ſtate before Gov. The enemy 
often takes advantage of their uncomfortable frames, and would have 
them queſtion the reality of grace in their heart, and the conſequence 
9 is great anxiety and diſtreſs. In order to remove this, it is 


neceſſary 


—B— ] cw 
neceſſary to conſider what is the true foundation of hope, and to diſ- 
ringuiſh between what is permanent and durable, and what's is | fludtu- 
| ating and ae. cope 


Taz work of the Redeemer is a perfect work, incapable of addition 
or diminution, everlaſting in its duration and efficacy; upon this the 
eye of faith ſhould be invariably fixed, and from hence comfort and 
ſupport in every ſtate is to be drawn: CarisT's blood is a conſtant 
propitiation, his righteouſneſs is a perfect covering; to theſe, Reader, 
have daily recourſe for cleanſing and recommendation before Gp; 
by theſe you may filence all the accuſations of Satan, all the clamours 
of conſcience; all the threatenings of the law; for in Caz1srT the be- 
liever is complete, and here may he ſafely reſt in his dulleſt and'hea- 
vieſt moments: Happy frames, on the contrary, are beſtowed or with- 
held, as it pleaſes Gop ; you may ſafely pray for them, becauſe great 
peace is promiſed to the children of Gop ; and, generally ſpeaking, 
the diligent and watchful are moſt frequently favoured with them ; and 
* hen you are bleſſed with them, be thankful z but beware of depending 

5 | — 
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upon chem, for this is the readieſt way to have them withdrawn: ſpi- 
ritual pride may ariſe from this quarter, while a feeling ſenſe of weak- 
neſs and unworthineſs keeps the ſoul humble and continually depen- 
dent upon the Lord RX CHRIST alone for 7 — and ſal- 
vation. 


<6 1 ſpiritual conflicts it will often happen when Gon is about to 
work ſome great deliverance from ſome particular fin, or preſſing temp- 
tation, that, previous to his deliverance, the believer will think he had 2 
never been fo wicked or oppreſſed before; his corruptions are permit- 
ted to ſtir up in him, and he is apt to ſay with Moſes, reſpecting the 
Iſraelites, that Gop has not delivered him at all.” Reader, beware 
of ſuch a concluſion ; the greateſt darkneſs is generally a little before 
ſun-riſe ; ** the Iſraelites groaned by reaſon of their taſk-maſters, and 
ic heavy burdens,” juſt when God was about to deliver them; man's 
extremity is God's opportunity ; out of darkneſs he brings forth light; 
of unbelief, faith; of pride, humility ; his deſign is to bring down thy 
; 2 and vain n confidence z to cut the very ſinews of an arm 
of 
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of fleſh ; to convince thee that deliverance is of himſelf alone; to bring 
thee to a ſteady dependence upon bis power, that his ſtrength may be 
perfetted in thy weakneſs, and that he may have all the glory: Then 
will he appear for thee, and work wonderfully ; and in all thy after- 
conflicts of a ſpiritual kind, follow this advice, build not thy comfort 
of pardon upon thy victory, but thy victory upon thy pardon and ac- 
eeptance with Gop through Carisr : ſtrive not, thinking that thou ſhalt 
only have remiſſion of fin when conquered, but ſeek firſt remiſſion, and 
believe that it is forgiven through Curisr. -Being aſſured of this, 
ſtrive in faith againſt fins already forgiven, againſt enemies already 
conquered ; look on thyſelf as not only accepted with Gop through 
CnrisT, but even in league and covenant with him againſt all thine 


enemies ; and by theſe means thou haſt, even in the conteſt, Peace, 
courage, ſtrength, and Ws - 


6. In this book are ſeveral parts of ſcripture hiſtory evangelized, 
or applied to ſpiritual purpoſes i in a goſpel way; which may ſerve as © 
{petitions for the. 1 nn. of many more to the ſame end; bereby 


ent 


r 
great advantages will ariſe to the intelligent reader. The ſword of 
the Lon o and of Gideon.” The command to drive out the Canaa- 
nites; and if not, their becoming pricks in the eyes of the Iſrael- 
Ites, &c. the atchievements of the Jews in their wars, the interpoſitions 
of providence in their behalf; their departing from God, and his 
| ſelling them into the hands of their enemies; their groanings under 
_ captivity and oppreſſion; the rage and malice of their adverſaries, &c. 
afford ample matter of caution and inſtruction to every ſerious reader; 
all may be eaſily brought home and ſpiritualized; and will teach bim 
to admire free grace; the tokens of divine favour will warn him of 
the power of his enemies, will ſhew him the danger of fin and cor- 

ruption, and the neceſſity of n. cloſe to the INGO of his ſalva- 

tion from day to day. 


Lasrrr, Dear Reader, beware of formality 3 in the uſe of this book : 


it will be of little ſervice barely to read it over; ſee that theſe truths 

de brought home to thy conſcience, and beg of the Almighty, that he 
would be * to apply them by his holy Spirit; then they will be 

bdleſſed 
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bleſſed indeed to thy ſoul: examine your experience as you go along, 


particularly how you hate and fight againſt fin; how you maintain 
communion with Gop through the Spirit; what it is to hve by faith 


in CartsT = ; which are ſubjeets much inſiſted on in this work; 
and in the knowledge and experience of which conſiſts the greateſt 


part of a chriſtian's happineſs: ſee if your graces are lively and vigo- 


rous, if they are kept in exerciſe; the kingdom of heaven 1 is a grow. 


ing kingdom, the ſeed of grace muſt bring forth fruit. 


Mar the Loxd our Gen, who at the building of the material tem- 
ple of Jeruſalem did not deſpiſe the leaſt. ſervice or contribution, gra- 


eiouſly accept, in CarisrT, of this feeble labour of love towards build- 


ing up this ſpiritual temple, and continue to bleſs it richly in the edi- 


fication of gracious ſouls, to the glory of his name, and for the fake 
of his eternal love. Amen. 


A NEW ſcene of time now begins ; put up thy Hoſanna, O my ſoul, that the 
6 Lox b may ſave, bleſs, and profper thee ; may he grant thee a happy new year 
indeed! For this purpoſe begin it with a dedication of thyſelf to Gop ; thy time, 
circumſtances and life are in his hands, implore his bleſſing and protection over thes 
this enſuing year. Begin this and every following day with prayer; let Gop have 
thy firſt thoughts in the morning, the impreſſion they make will not eaſil/ be eraſed 
by worldly matters. Grace is promiſed in the uſe of means; be thou diligent then 
and punctual iff the performince of them; let thy daily requeſt be for an increaſing 
knowledge of thyſelf, and of Iss CnrisT in his offices; for a ſenſe of pardoning 
mercy; for a lively vigorous faith; for communion with the Father and the Son 
through the Spirit; for true holineſs in heart and life; for ſtrength and protection 
againſt thy ſpiritual foes, and for perſevering grace to hold out to the end. Pray for 
the proſperity of Zion, they proſper that love her; for thy friends and relations, 
begging the Almighty to take them into a covenant relation to himſelf; for a bleſ- 
ling on thy worldly affairs; for a ſanctified uſe of health or fickneſs, profperity or 
adverſity, as Gop ſhall pleaſe to ſend. Perhaps, O my ſoul, this may be the laſt 
| Fear of thy probation : Is thy ſtate ſafe ? Art thou a real believer in Is us? Is the 
oil of grace in thy veſſel ? If ſo, thou art prepared for every emergency. 


And now, my ſoul, another year 
Of thy mort life is paſt; * 5 

I cannot long continue here, 

And this may be my laſt. 


Now a new ſcene of time begins, 
Set out a freſh for heav'n; 
 Seck'pardon for thy daily fins ; 


: a 


In CuarsT fo frecly giv'n. 


2 JANUARY 2 
£ will ranſom them from the power of the grave. 1 avill redeem them 


death : O Death, I vill be thy plague ! O Grave, I will be thy Tac 
tion Hos. xiii. 14. CHRIST having ſpoiled principalities and powers 


be made a 4 of them openly, rriampbing # over them 6 in it, Cox. i Il. 15. 


HE world is afraid of a hidden poiſon where there is none. The 
real hidden poiſon 1s fin, which the Lox grant me to fear every 
where; for it has infected all things and all places. But, O my dear 
Saviour, thou being my all-ſufficient Prefervative and Antidote in all 
places, O! dwell in me continually, and. increaſe thou my faith, that 
I may know thee and enjoy thee more and more. Take away all, 
ſlaviſh fear of death and hell from my ſoul, for thou haſt — 
both for me. | : 


Hoſanna to the Prince of light, | He took the rt ſting away, 
That cloth d himſelf in clay And ſpoil'd our helliſh foes, 
Enter' d the iron gates of Death, -- ww holy triumphs of the ſoul 
And tore the bars away. | Shall death itſelf outbrave, * 
Death is no more the king of dread Leave dull mortality behind, 


Since our IMMANUEL roles no fly beyond the grave. 


JANUARY. 3. 3 


J now, O Lonxp, thou art our Father : We are the clay, and thou our 
putter, and we are all the work of thy hand, Isar, Ix1v. 8. 


JEING only clay in thy hands, O Lord, as I muſt not, ſo would L 

not reſiſt thy workings by any means, I aſſuredly believe that thou 

wilt prepare and perfect me for a meet veſſel of grace, in ſpite of a. 

thouſand hindrances. No work of thine comes ever ſhort of its in- 

_ tended perfection: For who can ſtay thy hand ? It is thy own ſaying . 
5 EI will work, and who ſhall let it?“ Is ar, xliii. 13. 


An Artiſt delights in his own workmanhip, and would not leave one mats flaw 
or defect in it deſignedly, Pnir. i. 6. Ol then ok upon me too, thou wiſe Crea- 
tor; ſee how fleſh and blood 1 my poor ſoul; and deliver me from all that 

may endanger my ſpiritual life. Knowing thou canſt do no lefs than an human ar- 
tiſt, who is ever ready and exerts his ſkill to mend and perfect his work, I truſt 
| that thou wilt not always ſyffer theſe impediments to hinder and diſgrace thy work. 
| Nay, ſuch is thy wiſdom and power, that out of darkneſs thou canſt bring light, out 
of ſickneſs health ; and though I am now deſtitute of ſtrength and life, yet I believe 
thy work will be finiſhed at laſt, and glorify the name of its maker, I Px . v. 10. 


Finiſh, Lon p, thy new creation, | Chang d from glory i into „ : 
Pure, unſpotted may we be. ] Till in heav'n we take our Place, 
Let us ſee thy great ſalvation Till we caſt our crowns before thee, 
esa reſtor d by thee. _ | Loſt in wonder, love, and praiſe, 
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O that rhe dal vation of Iſrael were come ont of Zion! When the Lonw bridge 


| back the captivity of his people, Jacob hall rejoice, and Iſrael ſhall be + 
[ ' glad, Ps at. xiv. 7.—Divine anſwer. I the Sox make you free, then you 
ES... foes: indeed, Joun viii. 36. See alſo verſes 31, 32. 


OT if fin ſhould be utterly deſtroyed, or entirely dead, . =” 
1 Y could not ſtir any more in the heart of believers. For the fcrip- 
| ture ſpeaks of them as having fill the luſts and motions of fin, Gar. v. 
23. But it imports only, that it has no power either to condemn, or to 
reign over us; nay it ſhall be weakened more and more, Rou. vi. 12. 14. 
So that CurisT reigns in the heart even where fm dwells, in the midſt 
of his enemies; and it is a dangerous error indeed to believe that fin is 
deſtroyed in the root. If it were ſo, whence thoſe frequent expreſſions 
and exhortations, to crucify, withſtand, and rule over it? Gar. v. 24. 


Nos, Grs our Saviour on his chrone, | It than't be faid, that praying breath 
With pity in his _: | Was ever ſpent i in vain. 
He hears the dying pris'ners grone, This ſhall be known when we are dead, 
And ſees their ſighs ariſe. 


And leſt on long record, 
He frees the ſouls condemn'd to death; That ages yet unborn may read, 
And when his ſaints complain, I And truſt and praiſe the Lox By 


1 ARHDA-RLY 3 


All that cuil live godly (Note) in CHR Is JEsvs (for bare morality the 
world likes well enough :) Hall fefer perſecution, 2 Tim. iii. 12. 7, he 
world hates them, becanſe they are not of the world, Joux xvii. 14. 


HE children of God do not love and pleaſe the world, and are 
. oftentimes greatly afflicted on account of the abounding wicked- 
neſs, and particularly the profanation of the Logo” s Name. Now when 
you can like the world, and the world can ke you, there muſt be 
much worldlineſs in you: for the world loves its own. 


Many pretend to be Chriſtians, but they will not 8 perſecution. Iaſtead of 
this, they blame others for too much raſhneſs, and not acting prudently enough, to 
avoid the mockings and hatred of the world. Therefore they propoſe to take wiſer - 
meaſures ; and to do more good, take great care not to be defolſed and rejected. But 
under this pretence of wiſdom and prudence, very often lies concealed a moſt abo- 
minable love and fear of men. Be thou nobler-minded, live as a Chriſtian indeed, 
and be not aſhamed to bear the croſs of CyuzisT. © The diſciple is not above his 
Maſter.” Has eternal love, wiſdom, and power, endured the contradiction and 
reproach of ſinners? Thou ſhouldſt be wiſer than him indeed, if thou couldſt 
eſcape the reproach and hatred of the world. | 


May but his grace my ſoul renew, | The Word that ſaves me does engage 
Let finners gaze and hate me too ! 1 A ſurs defence from all their rage, 


6 FANVUARY 6. 
All things are poſſible to him that believer, Mank i ix. © 23. 
＋ is the moſt eſſential part, the eye and the very light of the 
a 


eye in the chriſtian Religion: the whole turns upon that. As our 

ith is, ſo is our ſtrength and fruitfulnefs in good works. But at the 

ſame time there is nothing more out of our own power than to believe, 

even after the work of grace has been actually wrought in our hearts. 

|| herefore nothing more needful than to pray for faith as long as we 
| live. May the Loxp give and increaſe it continually! _ 


3 Nothing can be ſtronger in the univerſe than the hand of faith. By this v we lay 
ſure hold on our moſt glorions and almighty Lox n in Keaven, and Tuch an inviola- 
ble union is eſtablithed between Cx IS r and a believing ſoul, that none can ſepa- 
rate the one from the other, all the powers of hell and fan avail nothing againſt it. 
Faith breaks through the greateſt obſtacles, removes mountains of difficulties, and 
has, as it were, a kind of omnipotence in it. For this is the victory that over- 
comes the world, even our faith, 1 Join v. 4. Nay, it even wreſtles with Gop and 
prevails, GEN. XXXii. 28. As firaw cannot withſtand the force of fire; ſo Gop be- 
ing a wall of fire around his people, the greateſt power of our mighty enemies ſhall 
be conſumed, like the ſtubble. O! then look upon him ſtedfaſtly, my ſoul, and 
believe in him with a fimple heart. Wondrous are his ways with his people, and 
paſt finding out ; but at laſt all their ſorrows and ſtrife, by the MANASEMENT of his 
infinite wiſdom, muſt come to a — and triumphant end. 


O let us go from ſtrength to ſtrength, "Fn one degree of faith to more, 
From grace to greater grace; Till we 1 thy face. 
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Chrift is all in aſl, Cor. iti. 2. 


OR a believer to receive and know Car1sT as his All, is the on! 

means to live truly a life of faith; and when he has done this, 1 
will not be hard to refign all other things. To talk much of CHAISsT, 
ad make frequent uſe of his name one to another, is commendable, if 

the heart goes along with the words; but to call | 
with a filial confidence, is alſo cur duty, and does not contradi the 
apoſtle's meaning at all, for it is only through ChHalsr we can do it; 
and as he ſays himſelf, the Father and He are one. Thou art my All, 
O gracious LoxD! what then cah I want? I defire no more than to be 
put always in mind of this by the animating voice of thy Spirit. 


My Lon p, my life, my love, 
To thee, to thee 1 call; 

I cannot live, if thou remove, 
For thou art all in all. 

Thy ſhining grace can chear _ - 


This dungeon where 1 dwell: 
Tis paradiſe when thou art here; 


If thou depart tis hell. 
The ſmilings of thy face, 
How lovely, Lon p, they are! 


34 
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upon God the Father 


*Tis heav n toreft In thine embrace; 
And no where elſe but there. 


Nor earth, nor all the tky, | 


Can one delight afford; 


No, not a drop of real joy, _ 


Without thy preſence, Lox p. 
To thee my ſpirits fly 

With fulneſs of dere: 
And yet, how far from thee I lie 

Dear Ixus, raiſe me higher; 


. 


1 They being ignorant of God's righteouſueſs, and going about to eftablifh. 
ll their own righteouſne/s, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the righteouſ- 
_ neſs of Gon. For with the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs. bo- 
3 believeth on him, ſhall not be aſhamed. For Gop hath. concluded 


| them all in unbelief, that he might | ba ve mercy ou all, Ro. x. 3» 10, 
| It, and xi. 32. 


BSERVE this capital text, which condemns all works and human . 7 5 
. neſs, and propoſes faith as the only means of obtaining the merey of Goo. 
| But the Heathens and Unconverted, and ſome grave and ſpecious Chriftians, have 
i] much righteouſneſs of their own, which proves their hindrance in faith, and in the 
1 righteouſneſs of CnRIS T; for though they imagine themſelves to be relying upon it 
in faith, it is only imagination, fince in fact they rely upon this or that, upon ex- 
it ternal worſhip, alms, and the like. And though fome of them be wicked, they 

| look upon others as worſe, and have ſtill a righteouſneſs of their own. Now he 
who deſires to be juſtified and ſaved by faith in CxRIS r, muſt penitently and for- 
rowfully confider himfelf as unrighteous and wicked, be diveſted of all his own 
righteouſneſs, hunger and thirſt after the righteouſneſs of CnRIs r, be covered with 
it it in faith, call upon the name of the Lon v, and depend upon the mercy of Gon 
ip alone; ſo will he be juſtified, ſaved, and not be aſhamed. 


Jeu! ! thy blood and righteouſneſs, Bold ſhall J ſtand i in the great day, | 
y beauty are, my glorious drefs ; For who aught to my charge ſhall lay ? 
Midſt flaming worlds in theſe array' d, Fully through theſe abſolv'd I am, 
With joy ſhall I lift up my bead. | From ſin and fear, from guilt and ſhame. 
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eried with my whole heart, hear me, O Lond, I will keep thy fatutes. 
Great peace have they which love thy law, and nothing ſhall offend them.._ 
4 have kept thy precepts and thy teftimonies, for all my ways are before thee. 


J have gone aftray like a loft ſheep ; ſeel 5 ſervant, for ] do not forget 
thy commandments, PSALM exix. 145, 165, 168, 176. . 


ü 4 HE word of Gop ſhould be ever preg — Nele for why 
II œéœis it that many hear an pe ing the better? They 0 6 
not pray in faith for a bleſſing. We muſt, like Darid, pray with the 
utmoſt feryor that we may underſtand and retain the word of God, 
and bring forth fruit; for a Chriſtian has nothing ſo much at heart, 
as that he may always act up to the word and will of Gop ; his prayer 
is, Logo, let my footſteps, be ſure, according to thy word, and let no- 
thing contrary to thy law have dominion over me, either in my doc- 
trine or practice. If this prayer be granted, great will be our peace; 
for the ward of Gop is a word of peace; Jzsus himſelf will be our 
peace, and. then nothing ſhall offend us; we ſhall take heed unto all 
our ways before Gor, and ſo walk before him, as to continue humble, 
like David, who conſidered himſelf as a ſtraying and loft ſheep. Load, 
we are by nature ſtraying and loſt ſheep, ſeek and fetch us back from 
the error of our ways, and preſerve us in thy paſture. 
My foul hath gone too far aſtray, > 
My feet too often flip; J 


Yet fince I've not forgot thy way 
| Reſtore thy wand ring ſheep, * * 
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death. O that they would enter into themſelves this very day, that 


viour, who is already come, who will grant us h 
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Lev, waited for thy ſal vation, O 1b Ge. xlix. if. 


ANY have received comfort from theſe words in death, and 

waited in faith for their ſalvation. The thoughtleſs and i impeni- 
tent wait only for temporal proſperity in their lives, and therefore can- 
not expect eternal bliſs, but on the contrary a dreadful judgment after 


at the eve of life they might, like Jacob and Simeon, depart in peace. 
We will not therefore look for any earthly things, but for the Sa- 

p ſalvation, his aid 
and deliverance in life and death, 1 will conduct us ſafely at laſt, 


though we ſhould wait ſome time for his help. Yes, my Redeemer: 3 


they who wait, depend upon, and hope in thee, ſhall not be aſhamed ; 


grant us only faith and patience, that we may wait on thee from one 


morning-watch to another ; and, enduring all things, make the whole 
courſe of our lives one d perpetual expectation of thy aid; aud may we 
ever abundantly — thy help and lalyation, eſpecially at out 


latter end. 


Chriſt's own ſoft hand ſhall wipethe tears | How long, dear Saviour, O how long 
From ev'ry weeping eye, | Shall this bright hour delay ? 

And pains, and groans, and griefs, and fears | Fly ſwiftly round, ye wheels of time, 
"ne death itſelf hall die. And bring the welcome daß. 


JANU AR It. 717 


R. Go 4 lowtd the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whos ; 
_ » foewer beliebeth in him Jhonld not periſh, but have everlaſting life. For 
Gov ſent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, ut that the 


world through him might be Javed. He that believes on Bim is not con- 
dmnei. Jonx i Il, 16—18. | 


H thatthefs truly precious words were ever warmly impreſſed on our hearts; 
that they were our laſt thoughts at night, and the firſt at our awaking in the 
morning; and that by this means they were improved in ſuch a manner, as to make 
our dying bed eaſy in the evening of our life, and to inſure our rifing with gladneſs 
in the morning of the reſurrection. And what more blefled and delightfui medita- 
tions can I daily dwell upon, than to think thus :..Gop has loved me, even me, 
when I was his enemy, and ſo loved me, that he gave me his only Son. Now he is 
mine indeed, and all things are mine, 1 Cos. iii. 21. For he has not ſpared bis 
own Son, but delievered him up for us all ; and, being thus reconciled to him, how 
| ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things? Rox. viii. 32. He will never 
ſuffer me to periſh, He paſſed his word for it. It is he that ſays that .I ſhall not 
periſh ; I ſhall not be condemned,” but have everlaſting life, if I believe. This 
will I build and depend upon to my laſt moments, as upon an  immoveable 
rock. Amen, and Amen, 


oO! for this love let earth and Ales J. And the full choir of human tongues 
Wich hallelujahs ring; All hallelujahs ſing. 


12 nn 


In CunisT we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of 
fins, COL. i. 14. Hawing forgiven you all treſpaſſes. Blotting out the 
hand-writing of ordinances that was againſt us, which was contrary to 
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to the croſs, COL. ii. 13, 14. 
Therefore, ſaid he, It is finiſhed, Joan xix. 30. 


A&A RE chefe the true ſayings of Gop ? Then, O my foul, thou haſt a fure founda. 
tion to go upon; let it be thy conſtant care firmly to depend upon theſe, and 
ſuch like bleſſed declarations ; look to Ixs us for every bleſſing thou ſtandeſt in need 
of: Has CHAIS TH brought life and immortality to light? then look unto him and 
live: Is there redemption through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins? then 
throw all thy guilt upon his atonement : Has he blotted out the hand-writing of 
ordinances that was againſt thee ? then ſhake off ſelf-righteous dependencies, and 
legal fears alſo: Did he die for thy fins ? then let his goodneſs and love lead thee 


to unfeigned repentance ; let the ſenſe of thy ſins break thine heart, but encourage 
thy hope in the goſpel. 5 . 5 


Not all the blood of beaſts 1 My faith would lay her hand 
On Jewiſh altars ſlain, On that dear head of thine, 
Could give the guilty conſcience peace, | While like a penitent I ſtand, 
Or waſh away the ſtain. And there confeſs my ſin. 
But Cnais r, the heav'nly Lamb, My ſoul looks back to fee 
Takes all our ſms away; The burdens thou didſt bear, 
A ſacrifice of nobler name, When hanging on the curſed tree, 
And richer blood than they. | And hopey her guilt was there, 


nr T4 23 


Kee me as the apple 3 thine eye, hide me under the ſhadow of thy Wings, 
SALM xvii. 9 wine anſwer. He Hall cover thee with his fea- 


thers, and ander - Bis wings ſhait thou truſt ; bis truth Rn be wy fhield 
and buckler, PSALM ut. 4. 


"HERE i is none, O Loa p! that has more need continually to keep cloſe to thee 
ih prayer and faith ; and at the ſame time none is more unable to do it than 
I, the leaſt of all thy flock. O! that thou wouldſt be graciouſly pleaſed to incline 

and enable me to this bleſſed work; and grant that thy good Spirit, according to 
his own pleaſure, may never ſuffer me to be faint and backward in the ſame. 
Foraſmuch as I truly reſt my faith under the wings of thy grace, I am ſure of de. 
fence, power, and comfort ; but as ſoon as I wander from thee, I am in danger 
of lofing the comfortable ſenſe of theſe privileges, and falling into various errors 


and perplexities. « Guide me, O Lon Dy by thy counſel | in this world, and at on 
© receive me into glory.” Amen. 


He that has made his ins Gov, 
Shall find a moſt ſecure abode ; 
Shall walk all day beneath his ſhade, 
And there at night ſhall reſt his head. 


Juſt as a hen protects her brood | 


From birds of prey that ſeek their blood, At thy right hand ten thouſand dy d, 
Under her feathers ; ſo the Lox p Thy Gon his choſen people ſaves 


Makes his own arm his people's guard. | Among the dead, amicit the 9 


Thrice happy man thy Maker s care 
Shall Keep thee from the fowler's ſuat , 
Satan the fowler, who betrays 


Unguarded fouls a thouſand ways. 
What though a thouſand at thy ſide, 


14 JANUARY . 


From that time Jesus began to \ preach, and to Jay, Repent, 8 the ling 
- dom of 3 is at hand, Marr. iv. 17. 


18 HE kingdom of heaven appertains to thoſe who en And the 
| firſt mark of repentance 1s poverty of ſpirit; whence Jesvs ſaith, 
chap. v. 3. Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.” John preached repentance; Jesus preaches it here, 
and fo did his apoſtles afterward. Thus true repentance is neceſſary 
for all; and the beginning of it is to acknowledge ourſelves poor mi- 
ſerable ſinners, depraved by nature, and fo totally void of any righ- 
_ teouſneſs or worth of our own; to confeſs dur nakedneſs ; to drop all 
the fig-leaves of vain excuſes and falſe comforts ; to lay open our po- 
verty, our wants before Gob; to accuſe ourſelves, and plead guilty of all 
our fins, but ſeek mercy from Carrsr. If we do this we are bleſſed, 
and the kingdom of heaven is ours. This poverty of ſpirit is both the. 
firſt and laſt foundation laid in the heart; for the faithful are more and 
more grounded in poverty of ſpirit, the nearer they approach to their 
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conſummation. 
Pure are the joys above the ſy, [ Theſe holy gates for ever bar 
And all the regions peace: Pollution, fin, and ſhame; 
No wanton lips, nor envious eye, None ſhall obtain admittance ther 
Can ſee or taſte the bliſs, } But followers of the Lamb. 


JANUARY 38. Ig 
Pr ay without ceafeng, I Tuxss. v. 17. 5 


F we have not grace enough, it is becauſe we do not pray enough. 
1 For moſt true it is, we need not ſtrive to move Gop to compaſſion, 
| and extort, as it were, the bleſſings from him by our prayers. Very 

far from it. He is every minute communicating himſelf to us; in 
every word he holds forth Cnalsr and every good thing to us: But 
we muſt always have a ſoul hungering after CHRIST, and by inceſſant. 
Prayer ſtretch out the hand of faith to receive him. This is chiefly to be 
underſtood of the inward defires and groanings of our ſpirit; but we 


muſt not omit to pour out our ſupplications daily, as oft as we can, by 


words, elſe our ſecret mental prayers at laſt may become ſo ſecret, as 
to ceaſe perhaps OP 


Father, in the mighty. name | Grant me comfort, or deny, 
Of thy well-beloved Son, | Vit, or from me depart, 
One of all thy gifts 1 claim, - Only let thy Spirit cry 
All my wants I ſpeak in one; Abba Father in my heart; 
Let me for the promiſe ſtay, | Abba Father would I ſay, 


Only give me power to pray. Only give me power to pray. 
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ABide in me, Jon xv. 4. Lord, ro <vhom ſhall we go, thou haſt the 
words of eternal life, Jon vi. 68. For, 1 is good for me to draw near 
= God.” I have put my truft in the Lon d God, PSALM Ixxtii. 28. 


— 


o abide in C ur, who is our righteonſneſs and rengeh, and 
not to be moved from him, is the very life and power of chriſlia- 
nity ; for to know him to be our righteouſneſs, brings peace and joy; 
which joy in the Lon v is certainly followed with ſtrength to overcome 
fin and the world, which believers renounce the more readily, as they 
| have found ſomething better in Cn IST. May the El give me es 
likewife immoveably to abide i in him. 
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Ou wa my light, my life, my care, My Gon! and can an humble child, 
My bleſſed hope, my heav'nly prize; | That loves thee with a flame ſo high, 
Dearer than all my paſſions are, Be ever from thy face exil'd, 


My limbs, my bowels, or my eyes. Without the pity of thine eye 


The ſtrings that twine about my heart, | Impoſſible! for thine own hands, 
Tortures and racks may tear them off; | Have ty'd my heart ſo faſt to thee, 
But they can never, never part, | And in thy book thy promiſe ſtands, 
With their dear hold of nn my love. | That where thou art, thy triends man de⸗ 


ee ts 
Chrif has redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us + 
for it is written, C urſed is every one that hangeth on a tree. That the ble 
. feng of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt; that 
*we might receive the promiſe of the Spirit through faith, GAL. iii. 13, 14. 


HE Spirit of ſandifitation is the gift of Cuxisr. Conſequently 


there is a great difference between moral actions done by our 


own ſtreügth, atid true ſanctification of the Spirit. The latter cannot 


take plate before the ſoul truly receives Cnhiisr, and abides in him as 
its only propitiation, righteouſneſs, and peace ; for he being firſt made 
to us of Gov our righteouſneſs, will then be made our ſanctification like- 


wiſe, 1 Cor. i. 30. And the kingdom, work, and image of Gop, 
will go on beſt when we truſt leaſt to our own ſtrength; ſanQification 


is now become a more eaſy tak, and we need not be compelled to it 
by the terrors of the law; fince Cys15T lives and works in us, and we 


in a child: like temper live henceforth to him who died for us. 


The law commands and makes us know | The law diſcovers guilt and fin; _ 


What duties to our Gop we owe; | And ſhews how vile our hearts have beet? 
But tis the goſpel muſt reveal ] Only the goſpel can expreſs 
Where ſies dur ſtrength to do his will. | Forgiving love, and cleanſing grace: 
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Cbriſi is the end | of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that believer, 
VVV „ Me — Ron. x. 4. iy & wr a 


LL 7 HEN the law by its ſpirituality has condemned all our works and 
doings, convinced us of our weakneſs, and flain us, it bas done 
5ts work; and has no further buſineſs, but to be our ſchoolmaſter, to 
bring us unto CuR181 3 and being 1n him, the law has no demands up- 
on us any more, conſideted as a covenant of works, ſeeing we have a 
erfect righteouſneſs, every way commenſurate to the full demands 
f the law, even the righteouſneſs of CHAuIsr; and ſo be is the end of 
the law for a juſtifying righteouſneſs, which is made ours by believing 3 
in this ſenſe we are dead to the law, and it is dead to us; but as a rule 
of duty we eſtabliſh it, and ought to have an unfeigned reſpe& to all 
its divine commands, as a proof of our ſincerity before Goo. | 


Lord, when my thoughts with wonder roll My paſſions riſe and ſdar above, 

O'er the ſharp ſorrows of my ſoul, | I'm wing'd with faith and fir'd with love; 
And read my Maker's broken laws, Fain would | reach eternal things, 
Repair d and honour'd by thy croſs; And learn the notes that Gabriel fings. 
When 1 behold death, hell, and fin, But my heart fails, my tongue complains, 


Vanquiſh'd by that dear blood of thine; | For want of their immortal ſtrains; 


And ſee the man wel pooh: and dy d And in ſuch humble notes as theſe 
Sit gloriqus by Bis Fa! 1 


ING. Mutt fall below-thy vietories. * | 


FF ANUARY 10. rg 


5 But the deve found no reſt for the fole of her foot, and ſhe returned unto 


Noah into the ark. Then he put forth his hand and took her, and palled 
ber in to him 4nto the ark,  Gzx. viii. 9. 


TANY, on ale firſt awakening from fin, apply themſelves to. 
very hard works and rigorous duties, thereby expecting to find 
reſt for their wounded conſciences. But, though the right and diligent 


uỹſe of all the means of grace is abſolutely required, yet * care muſt 


be taken not to quiet ourſelves by that only. We ſhould not place any 
confidence at all in our own doings, but only look for reſt through the 
work of the redemption, and the blood of Cyxisr. To know ourſelves 
entirely juſtified by him, would ſoon fill our hearts with peace, nay, 
encourage and enable us to do good works, 2 CHRON. xvii. 6. 


In vain the trembling conſcience ſeeks | Juſt fo our thoughts from thing to thing. 

Some ſolid ground for reſt, [- reſtleſs circles rove ; | 

With long deſpair the ſpirit breaks, | Juſt ſo we droop and hang the wings 
T ill we apply to Chriſt. | When Jeſus hides his love. 


Ju as we ſee the loneſome dove 1 While Jeſus ſhines with quick'ning grace 
|  Bemoan her widow'd ſtate, We ſing and mount on high; 
Wand'ring ſhe flies thro” all the grove, | But if a frown becloud' his face, 
And. mourns her loving mate. We Thr, 6 
* 
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By this ball all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love one b 
another, Joan xiii. 35. F orbearing one another in love. Endeavour- 
ing to keep the unity.of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. Let not the ſun 
go donwn upon your wrath ; but be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as GOD, for CHRIST $ Jake, bas — 
Jou, EPpHEsS. iv. 25 3s 26, 32. 5 


UMBLE chriſtians never affect ſingularity, nor pretend t to have 

the preference one of another; they rather ſtudy to be of one 
mind, frive not about words, left the general harmony ſabſiſting be- 
tween them, and the edification of ſouls, ſhould be hindered. Whoever 
Judges and blames every thing, and can never agree in words and no- 
tions, or join in devotion with other experienced chriſtians, is puffed 
up with felf-conceit, and is in the way to make a dangerous ſhip- | 
wreck for © pride comes before a fall.” 


Nor diff rent food, nor diff rent dreſs, For Go, the gracious and the wife, 
| Compoſe the kingdom of our Lon vp; Receives the feeble with the ſtrong. 


But peace, and joy, and righteouſneſ q 
1 | 2 q 2 * Nights We "lt | Let pride and wrath be baniſh'd hence, 


Meekneſs and love our ſouls purſue : 
When weaker chriſtians we deſpiſe, Nor ſhall our practice give offence 


W wrong; | To ſaints, the Gentile or the Jew, 


3 I UV ALY. 20. = 
While the bridegroom tarried, they all flumbered and ſlept, MATT. xxv. 10. 


That I may be rouſed out of my ſlumber, and be watchful, and 
ready againſt the coming of my Bridegroom ! How many are there 
that ſet out in good earneſt in their way to heaven, and run well for 
ſome time, but at laſt are lulled to reſt, and entangled again with a 
falſe notion of liberty ! even the wiſe virgins fall aſleep. Let this be 
a warning to me, O Lorp! ſet thou a guard before my eyes, ears, and 
other faculties, leſt the world ſhould again enter through theſe avenues 
of the heart; if the ſpark be not ſpeedily extinguiſhed, it will ſoon 
break out into a flame: thus ſin is of a progreſſive nature, and its 
yenom ſpreads quickly and very wide, unleſs it be ſtopped and op- 
poſed in time. Watch therefore over this unſteady heart of mine, O 
thou keeper of Iſrael! that as ſoon as it begins to wander from thee, 
I may be alarmed to flee from fin as from a ſerpent. Give me grace 
to look upon every hour as my laſt, ſo that being ever wiſely upon my 

guard, I may meet thee with joy, when my time is run out, whenever 
it ſhall pleaſe thee to call me hence. _ f 


The fearful foul that tires and faints, | Lon p, let not all my hopes be vain, 
And walks the ways of Gop no more, | Create my heart entirely new; 

Is put efteem'd almoſt a faint, = Which hypocrites could ne'er attain, 
And makes his own deſtruction ſare. Which falſe apoſt 


w 


ates never knew, 


But awhile men 2 bis enemy came, and ſowed tares among the wheat, 


MATT. Xl. 25. 


O wonder that chriſtians loſe their power and firength, if the 
enemy of ſouls find them aſleep, How ſoon may he gain an ad- 


vantage from without, if a ſtrict guard is not kept within! Though Sa- 


tan — to fleep ſometimes, and we fhould by all appearance be in no 
great danger, it is only his ſtratagem to make us careleſs. He never fails 


to be vigilant, and watch his opportunity that he may offer us battle 


with advantage; and who knows but be may gain the victory by thoſe 
very fins, to which perhaps we, for many years, had hardly dig” temp- 
tation. O! how cunningly does he work! how inticing is the world! 


even in lawful things, very often, the moſt dangerous ſnares lie hid- 
den. A ſingle word that we hear may be able to diſturb our peace. 


One unguarded look is ſometimes enough to infatuate our hearts. 
There is danger on all fides. Unleſs the Loxy opens our eyes, and 
preſerves us on all occaſions, each of us, even the beſt, may ſtill be 
overcome, and deadly hurt by fin and the world. Satan is particularly 
buſy to ſift the godly moſt of all, and * catched them in his netz 


triumphs exceedingly over them. 


O Load, ſuffer me never to fall aſleep again! 


Help me to watch and pray, And let me ne er my truſt betrays. 
And on thyſelf reiß; Leſt I for ever dit. 


6 


M den men of ſpite againſt me join, 


F 


De more they affiifed them, the more they multiplied and grew. And the 


children of Ijrael fighed by reaſon of the bondage, and they cried; and 
their cry came up unto God, Ey reaſon of the bondage. And God looked 
upon the children of Iſrael, and God had reſpet unto them, Exov. i. 12. 
"hay. i. 26, 26. | | Cn 
HE more we are oppreſſed ba our ſpiritual and temporal enemies, the more 
1 will the kingdom of Gop increafe. in and through us. And when diftreſs 
and dangers oppreſs us moſt, Gop haſtens to our aid, and makes our neceſſity it- 


| ſelf the means of our relief; for the ways of Gov. are always wonderful. It was an 


extreme diſtreſs when the children of the Jſraelites were caſt into the river; but 
this was the means of preſerving Moſes, their intended deliverer. When Moſes 


came, they were not relieved immediately, for their calamities increaſed. This is 


God's method. But they cried the more to Gop, and he relieved them by ſigns 


and wonders. After this, their diſtreſs was greater than ever, at the Red Sea. For 


after Gop has ſhewn his glory ia aſſiſting us, he can ſtill ſend greater trials. But 
when they were beſet on all fides by diſtreſs and death, then came the moſt glori- 
ous ſuccour of all, and their enemies periſhed in the Red Sea. Lok p, ſuffer us not 
to deſpair in any extremity, but enable us to believe and experience that the greater 
our diftreſs, the nearer, and more glorious will be thy aid, and all our enemies will 
be conſumed as ſtubble before the devouring flame. 


Lon d, I am thine, but thou wilt prove] What finners value, I refign 


My faith, my patience, and my love. | Lon p, tis enough that Thou art mine: 
I ſhall-behold thy bliſsful face, 


They ate the ſword, the hand is thine. | And ſtand compleat in righteouſneſs. | 


F 
Herein is love, not that aue lowed G ob, but that he loved ur, and eus pris 


Son to be the propitiation for our fins. We love him, becauſe he firſt loved 
2s, 1 JOHN Iv. 10, 19. He that ref me, Pall be loved of my Father ; 
and I will love him, and will maniff Toe unto Bim. Me will come 85 
5 bin, and make our abode with im, f. — xiv. 21, 23. ; 


What a gloriqus promiſe, what manner - of love i is this! Logy, I 

would not exchange my croſs and ſufferings, much leſs thy love, 
for the love and honours of the world. Only make it more known to 
me how great thy love is, and how much thou haſt forgiven me, that 
T may love thee much again, and be thereby {till better purged from 
the inordinate loye of temporal things. It is my earneſt defire that the 


gates of my heart ſhould be open to none but thee, that thou alone 
mayeſt dwell in me. Shed thy love abroad in my heart, quicken and 


renew all the faculties of my mind and body, and work every ing i in 


and for me. 
O! for this love, let rocks and hills Þ Hoſanna round the ** earth 
Their laſting lence break; | Io thine adored name. 
And all harmonious human tongues Angels aſſiſt our mighty joys, 
The Saviour's praiſes ſpeak. Strike all your harps of gold; 


Y es, we will praiſe thee, deareſt Loxy, | But when you raiſe your higheſt notes, 
Def ſouls are all on flame; His love can ne er be told, 


rr 25 


. berefore wg labour, that whether preſent or abſent, aue may be accepted 
_ of him, 2 Cox. v. 9. 


T*. indeed is * true diſpoſition of a ſoul eſpouſed to Camry, 

She has but one care, which is to pleaſe him in all things. And 
this deſire to do his will, is as it were the ring and ſeal of her bride- 

5 groom, which ſhe may look upon even in the abſence of all n joy, 
as a token for good, that ſhe f is his ſpouſe. 


Ought not then this day, 0 my foul, to be a new wolding dey with CuprsT? 
He is defirous that thou ſhouldeſt be betrothed unto him, eyen now, and waits only 
for thy conſent. Hearken, O daughter, confider and incline thine ear; be no longer 

married to the world. Forget thine own people and thy father's hvuſe, and take 
him alone for thy huſband, ſo ſhall Ne King greatly defire thy beauty. Wilt thou 
give the refuſal to this glorious and loving Saviour? I hope not. Give it rather to 
the world, and reſolutely fay, It is enongh, I have done with thee, O poor world! 
I break the bonds of my former love; my eyes and my feet ſhall henceforth only be 
directed to the bleſſed and eternal city of the. new Jeruſalem, where my heavenly 
bridegroom redes. And O what need have I to be'duly prepared, dreſſed, and 
beautified, againſt his coming, and the time of his taking me home to himſelf 
Loxp Irsus, keep me longing for * appearance. 


The Lon p is ours, and we deſpiſe The Lon v is ours; the thought i imparts 
T he rage, | tho' hell itſelf ſhould riſe; I Immortal tranſport to our hearts, 


26 r 


Let us therefore come beldly unto the throne of grace, that wwe may obrath 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need, HEB. iv. 16. 


NY That we were all fo wiſe as to prepare and provide ourſelves in due 
time with the right armour of faith, before the time of need and 
hour of death appre >. Come, my reader, let us begin now, directly; 

to lay in a good ſtock of grace by continual prayer, le| we ſhould come 
too late and be undone. Behold the encouragement of Chals r. Iam 
the door, ſays he, and the way,” Joan x. 1. chap. xiv. 6. Now by this 
door you may find the entrance into the heart and favour of Gop, CarzisT 
himſelf fitting on a mercy-ſeat to receive and welcome the vileſt of fin- 
ners. And there is no drawing near to Gon but thro? him, and cloathed 

in the robes of the righteouſneſs of our only Redeemer, Mediator, and 
Advocate. He is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, nay, 
the very All in all to believers. With CALs they can never part; and 
he can never part with them. 2 


Of Him who did ſalvation bring, Thoꝰ fin and ſorrow wound my ſoul, 
I could for ever think and fing : J=sv, thy balm can make it whole. 
Ariſe, ye guilty, he'll forgive; | Guide thou, O Lord, guide thou my courſe, 


_ Ariſe, ye poor, he will relieve. | And draw me.on with thy ſweet force; 
Aſt but his grace, and lo! tis given; | Still make me walk, till make me tend, 
Aſk, and he turns vou el to heav'n; I By thee my way, to Gop my end. 


JANUARY 25. 27 
Vovp commendeth his love towards us, in that while awe were yet fonners 
Cnxis r died for us. Much more then being now juſtified by his blood, wwe 
Hall be ſaved from wrath through him. For if avhen æbe were enemies 
wwe were reconciled to GOD by the death of his Son; much more being re. 
conciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his life, Roms. v. 8, 9, 10. 
IIERE we have much more reaſon to cry out than Moſes, Devr. 
' XXX111. 3. The Loxp loved the people.” But here I muſt be- 
ſeech thee too, O Lok, that this infinite gift of thy Son may appear to 
me greater and greater every day; and that thy love ſhining out in his 
redemption may go on ſo to increaſe in my ſoul, as to difperſe all clouds 
of darkneſs, unbelief, and hard thoughts of thy goodneſs. Whenever 
this ſlanderous ſpirit tries to lift up his head, grant that my faith and 
| love may be quickened and ſtrengthened in ſuch a manner, as heartily 
to praiſe thy great love in ſpite of all his ſuggeſtions. This is the chief 
defire which I offer unto thee in all my prayers, night and day. The 
want of faith and love, I am ſenſible, is ſtill my greateſt want: My 
ſoul is like a large empty veſſel ; but I pray thee to fill it ſpeedily, not- 
withſtanding any oppoſition that may be made by my unrenewed-part. 
Come, guilty ſouls, and-flee away { Gov lov'd the world and gave his Son 
Like doves to J=zsu's wounds; Jo drink the cup of wrath; f 


This is the welcome goſpel-day, I And Ixs us ſays, he'll caſt out none 
Wherein free grace abounds, 1 That W him by faith, 


rer 


For even hereunto were ye called; becauſe CuRIST alſo ſuffered for us, leav- 


ing us an example, that ye ſhould follow his fleps, 1 PETER ii. 21. 


believe in CarisT for redemption, for juſtification, for ſanc- | 


| [ tification, is but one half of the duty of faith. It reſpets 


Cag1sT only as he died and ſuffered for us, as he made atonement for 
our fins, peace with God, and reconciliation for us, as his righteouſ- 


neſs is imputed to us unto juſtification. Unto theſe ends he is indeed 


primarily and principally propoſed unto us in the goſpel; and with re- 
ſpect unto them we are exhorted to receive him, and to believe in him. 


But this is not all that is required of us. Cur1sT in the goſpel is 


propoſed unto us as our pattern and example of holineſs. And as it 
is a curſed imagination, that the whole end of his life and death was 
to exemplify and confirm the doctrine of holineſs, which he preached; 
ſo to neglect his being our example in conſidering him by faith unto 
that end, arid labouring after conformity to him, is evil and pernicious. 


Wherefore let us be much in contemplation of what he was, what he 


did, how in all inſtances of duties and trials he carried himſelf, until an 
image or idea of his perfect holineſs is implanted in our minds, and we 


are wade like unto him thereby. 


W . 
De goſpel is made known to all nations for the obedience of faithy 
„ Romans xvi. 26. >< Ky 


FT\HE ſaving faith which is the gift of God, is known by many 
bleſſed effects; but this one includes all the reft, it produces 
| obedience. He that is a child of Gop through faith in CHRIST Jesvs, 
is born to obey ; in his mind is not only the true light of revelation, 
but alſo the ſubjeRion of his underſtanding to it; his own reaſon is 
made to yield to the reaſon of Gop ; his will bows to the power of di- 
vine truth; his heart receives it in the love of it; upon which the 
whole man obeys ; - he lives and walks, and fights, and conquers 
the faith of the Son of Gop ; yea, his faith is mighty through Gop to 
the pulling down of ſtrongholds, ** cafting down imaginations, and 
« eyery high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of Goo, 
« and bringin into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
© CHRIST.“ Fo my God, let it be thus with me; holy and eternal 
Spirit, ſhine upon thine own grace, and let me ſee more clearly that 
my faith is of thine operation.—Q lead me from faith to faith—and in 
hearing, reading, meditating on thy word, in praying, and in all the 
means of grace, meet me, and bleſs. me, that my faith may ſtill be 
growing, until 1 receive the end of my faith, even the falyation of my 
ſoul. | | | 
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Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 avill give. 
you reft, Marr. xi. 28. 5 


ls is a free invitation to every weary and heavy-laden finner, 
: made by him, who alone is able to take away the load and guilt 
of fin; every perſon under the preſſure of fin, not only may, but muſt 
come to Jzsus thus laden with guilt, if he hopes to ſucceed for par- 
don. While we endeavour to prepare our way by holy qualifications, 
we rather fill it with ſtumbling-blocks, whereby our ſouls are hindered 
from attaining to the ſalvation of CHRIS TT. CarsT would have us 
to believe on him, who juſtifies the ungodly, and therefore he doth 
not require us to be godly before we believe: he came as a phyſician 
for the fick, and doth not expect they ſhould recover their health in 
the leaſt degree before they come to him. The vileſt finners are fitly 
prepared and qualified for this deſign, which is to ſhew forth the ex- 
ceeding riches of his grace, pardoning our fins, and ſaving us freely, 
Een. ii. 5, 9. It is no affront to Cur1sT, or (lighting or contemni 
the juſtice and holineſs of Gop, to come to Gop while we are polluted 
| ſinners; but rather it is an affronting and contemning the ſaving grace, 
| merit, and fulneſs of Jzsus, if we endeavour to make ourſelves righ- 
teous and holy before we receive Car1sT himfcif, and all holineſs and | 
righteouſneſs in him by faith. e | 


: W T 
' The kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant- man ſeeking goodly pearls, 


who when be had found one pearl of great price, went and fold all that 
be had, and pro's it, MATT. xiii. 4, 5, 6. 


HERE is in all men an innate principle urging them forward in a reſtleſs pur- 
ſuit after happineſs, but being ignorant of the true means of attaining it, they 
fall ſhort of the end. The convinced ſinner indeed, though ſatisfied that worldly 
pleaſures, honours, and profits, are no ways ſuited to fill up the void within, or 
packly the clamours of an accufing conſcience, yet, when left to himſelf, he ſeeks 
the living among the dead, ſtriving to make his peace with Gop, by having recourſe 
to his own legal duties and endeavours, inſtead of the peace-ſpeaking blood of Jx- 
sus. Whilſt he is working for life, and attempting to eftabliſh his own righteouſ- 
neſs, the Spirit of Gon takes the veil from his underſtanding, gives him a glimpſe 
of the hidden worth and unſpeakable value of IEs us, the one pearl of great price; 
and then, like the merchant, who in queſt after goodly pearls, unexpectedly finds 
one of great value that will enrich him for ever, ſells all to make a purchaſe of it : 
The believer obtaining a true diſcovery of the excellent glory of the perſon of Cas is 
in his fulnefs, ſuitableneſs, and all-ſufficiency to ſave to the uttermoſt, he freely and 
Joyfully ſells all he has, parts not only with his fins, but with his righteouſneſs 
and moſt admired attainments, counting all things but loſs for the excellency of 
the knowledge of CyzisT IESsus his Lon p. 
Long did my ſoul in Is us form 1 That ſweetly led me to the roc 


No comelineſs or beauty fee; Where all ſalvation ſtands Aha 
His ſacred name, by others priz'd, 


| Glad I forſook my righteous pride, 
Was taſteleſs ſtill, and dead to me. 


My moral, tarniſh'd, ſipful dreſs ; 
Thanks to the Author of all grace, | 


Exchang d my droſs away, for Chriſt, 
That ſhew d mc, wretched, naked, poor, | And found the robe of righteouſneſs. 


JL * 1 1 f » 3. , 1. 


Ged, who commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath foi ned in bh 
| hearts, to give the light of the knowleage of the glory of God in the fact 
of Jesus CH RIST, but we have this treaſure i in earthen veſſels, 2 ORs 


| iv. 6, * 


18 knowledge is an heart enriching knowledge: it is an enlivening, tranſ- 
forming, CAR IS T-endearing knowledge, and therefore is a rich and great 
. treaſure that we have in the earthen veſſel. Without this ſaving knowledge we 
have no Goo, no Cur1sT, no grace, no faith, no union with Caz1sT, no actual 
Juſtification, pardon of fin, peace, nor eternal life. But whoever has found CazisT, 
the pearl of great price, the treaſure bid, has found matter of great rejoicing z for 
he was pbor before, and this treaſure enricheth him ; he was naked before, but find-. 
ing this treaſure, he is gloriouſly clothed ; he was. forced before to feed upon huſks, 
but now he feeds on the bread of life; he was far in debt before, but now he ſees 
the debt is paid, that he is juſtified FI all things, and pardoned for ever; he ſaw 
he was a child of wrath before, but now he is become a child of Gov that he was 
a.captive and in chains before, but now he is ſet at liberty ; condemned before, but 
now ſees there is no condenination to him, nor to any one that is in CuzisT I- 
sus; that he was a fool before, but now he is made wiſe to ſalvation. Reader, 
canſt thou ſet to thy ſeal to the truth and power of fuch experience ?—then thou 
art wiſe indeed; if not, thou haſt much to learn: Apply with ſpeed, and remen- 
ber, it is Gow alone that * this light and knowledge. 


Tir is bis.commandment, that aue. ſoul belirue an the name of this: Sox las 
sus CHRIST, 1 Jong iii. 35 For Gop has ſeut his Son into the world, 
that we might live through him, chap. iv. gy. . 
HE Father breaks forth, as it were, through the whole Scripture 


. 


in high praiſes of his Son. He calls out from heaven, “ This iy 
* my beloved Son, in wham [ am well pleaſed, hear ye him,“ Marr. 
xvii. 5. Nothing therefore can be more agteeable to him, than to re- 
ceive this his Son, and'believe his reports, Jon xvi. 27, and on doing 

this we ſhall have life 5 but by omitting it, we look upon him as a liar; 
Unbelief therefore in him who refuſes to accept of this gteat gift, is, no 
doubt, the greateſt of all ſing. O Lok, teach me this, and grant me faith. 


Why art thou ſo backward, O my. poot ſoul, td believe, like the reſt of Goy's 
& children, in unis r? Haff thou not as good a right to it as they have? WO can 
e diſpate with thee this privilege ? It is the expreſs Will of the Father, nay, he even 
te commands thee to do it. Has he given his only Son, by an act of inconceivable 

& love, to die for thee, to the vety end that thou ſhouldeſt live? O what a pleating 
thing will it be to him, to put thy whole truſt upon this his well-beloved Son! 
This would be the joy of his heart, more than any thing elſe. Therefore delay 
* no longer to receive what his love has offered thee; but firmly believe that the 
% Father loves thee, as well as the Son.” - 5 
Author of faith, to thee I liſtt lO let me now receive that gift, 

My weary, longing eyes; 1 * without it dies 


— 
— —— — — ae 0, 


Worthy i is the Lamb that ab e to receive power, and riches, and ao dont 


-- 
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and frrength, and bonour, and glory, and blefing, Rev. v. 12. 


Lon! how mean and flight notions have I often of 27 great 
power? By theſe I am diſcouraged, and thou art robbed of thy 


pr aſe : grant, therefore, that though I would always be duly debaſed, 


and convinced of my, nothingneſs in ſuch a manner, as neyer to aſcribe 


any good to myſeif, or think myſelf worthy of the leaſt thing in the way 
of merit, for at the beſt I am but an unprofitable ſervant; yet thy grace 


and power may at the ſame time appear to me abundantly greater than 
all my fins, fo that I may have always n Wesen to believe 


in and praiſe thy holy name. 


come let us jcin our chearful ſongs {| Let all that dwell above the ly, 
With angels round the throne, ; And air, and earth, and ſeas, 

Ten thouſand thouſand are their tongues, | Conſpire to lift his glories high, 
But all their joys are one. | And ſpeak his endleſs praiſe. 


« Worthy the Lamb that dy d.“ they ery, The whole creation join in one, 


Fo be exalted thus: | To blefs the ſacred name 
„ Worthy the Lamb,” our lips reply, Of Him that fits upon the throne, 
For he was Jain for us. ; And to adore the Lamb. 


1 E B-. R Vu A K £ W 
My foul ſhall be fatisfied as. wid marrow aad fatneſs, and my mouth ſhall 


| praiſe thee with joyful lips, Ps ALM Ixiii. 5. | Allelujah / for the Lon | 


God omnipotent reigns. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour 74 
Bim, for the a of the Land, is come, Rev. Ax. 64 


HAT mn not to thy -glory, O Lon, and is not thy own ook 
whatever appearance it may haye, is not really good and profit- 

able: preſerve and aſſiſt me therefore to do all things as of thee, in thy 
ſight, and to thy honour ; may my ſout be ever. magnifying thy name, 
O my dear Redeemer and Bridegroom, and my. whole converſation be 
directed to thy praiſe, Grant that my heart and mouth may be ever 
full bo thy great mercies, and overfiow continually. with Shapkigiring. 


My Go o, my King, thy various praiſe. 
Shall fill the the remnant of my days; 
Thy grace employ my humble tongue, | Thy mercy ſwift, thine anger flow, 

Till death and glory raife the ſong. But dreadful to the ſtubborn foe. 
The wings of ev'ry hour ſhall bear | And who can ſpeak thy wondrous deeds ? 


Thy truth and beauty I'll proclaim ; 
Thy bounty flows an endleſs ftream :. 


Some thankful tribute to thine ear; Thy greatneſs all our thoughts exceeds, 
And ev'ry ſetting ſun ſhall ſee. Vaſt and unſearchable thy ways, 


New works of duty done for thee. Vaſt and W be thy praiſe. 
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Forſake not the works of thine own bands, Ps AL M Cxxxviii. 8— Divine an- 


ſwer. He which has begun a good work in you, il perform it unto ibs 
day of Jesus Canisr, PHIL, i. 6. 8 


1 right way to grow in grace is not to draw it from Go, as it 
were by force, from a wrong principle or deſign; but firft, to 
gue thyſelf entirely over to thy heavenly Father through ChRISsT, who 
nows what thou wanteſt, and will never forſake — Secondly, to 
abide in Chaisr, and carefully cheriſh the new life, which, be it ever 
ſo weak and little now, in compariſon to the old man, will increaſe and 
_ gradually out-grow him, as a new ſkin does the old. May the Logp only 
give us grace to watch againſt the oppofite extreme, ſo as never to be 
lulled into a- falſe reſt, or a lukewarm ſpirit 3 but to be ever diligently 
and ſeriouſly employed in cracifying the fleſh, and uſing all the means of 
grace; then we need not be anxiouſly troubled for the ny of the 


work of God in our ſouls. 


Lox b, give me life divine; Or turn my feet aſtray. 
From vain deſires, and-ev'ry luſt, Are not thy mercies ſov'reign nin? 
Turn off theſe eyes of mine. | And thou a faithful Goo? 


My ſoul lies cleaving to the duſt; : | Leſt I ſhould Joiter i in my race, 


] need the influence of thy grace Wilt thou not grant me warmer zeal 
| To ſpeed me in tiiy way, To run the heav' aly read ? 


— 


As by che light of op' ning day, 


A i 


a R 1 3 Woe 
The faſhion of this wworld paſſer away, 1 Cor. vii. 31. a 9 
A* long as we feed on the huſks of the world, and are in love with 


it, we are neither willing nor able to taſte the comforts of the 


love of Gop. 


But when ſin and the world are become an abomination *®* 


to us, and we ſtrive to get rid of them, we are fit veſſels eo receive him: 
then we begin to hunger after him. And though we are Chaſtened by 
the Los, yet is he not angry with us, but does it to embitter fin and 


'Let worldly minds the world purſue, 1 


: 


It has no charms for me; 
Once I admir'd its trifles too, 


But grace has ſet me free. 1 


Its pleaſures now no longer pleaſe, 
No more content afford ; | 
Far from my heart be joys like theſe, 


Now I have known the Loa v. 


the world more and more to us, and to make us 1 them, that we 
May not be condemned with the world. 


N 


The ſtars are all conceal d, 


So earthly pleaſures bade 8 
When Ixsus 1 is reveal . 


Now, Lozp, I 4 be thine alone, 
And wholly live to thee ; 


But may I hope that thou wilt own 
A worthleſs worm like me! 


Yes, tho of finners m the worſt, 
I cannot doubt thy will; 
For if thou hadſt not lov'd me firſt © 
J had refus'd thee ſtill. 
D 3 


71 L:BLV ALY. I 


T hine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever, 
Amen, MATT. vi. 13. They caſt their crowns before the throne, ſay- 
ing, Thou art worthy, O Lon, to receive glory, and honour, and 

pocver, Rev. iv. 10, 11. b 722 — 


\ NE that is really poor in fpirit, though he hath practiſed the duties 
of the chriſtian life ever fo long, and fo well, always thinks himſelf = 
to have received but a very little portion of ChRISsT, and the work of 
ſanctiſication hardly to be begun in his foul. So far is he from beliey- 
ing he has already attained to it, that after all his beſt actions he counts 
himſelf not worthy to be called by the name of a grateful ſon ; he is 
never pleaſed with himſelf. No degree of holineſs will ſatisfy his ſoul. 
He ſeeks and finds no reſt or comfort, but in the infinite mercy of 
_ Gov, and in the pardon of his fins by faith; though he does not divide 
Cnx1sT, but receives him in all his offices, and gives himſelf entirely 
up to him without reſerve, to be more and more fanQified and per- 
fected. And in this ſtate he is ſafe indeed, he is prepared for death, 
and has no reaſon to be anxiouſly afraid, though earneſtly deſirous of 
higher degrees of ſanctification. Death might come upon him before 
he arrived to it; and even his very beſt thoughts, without a ſenſe of 
_ Gov's forgiveneſs, would not ſupport and comfort him in death. 


- - E = | 


* 


A N Ae * 39 


| He hath Fan's N me an n covenant ordered in all things. and . 


ſure: for this is all my ſalvation, and all my defire, 2 Sam. TANG. (* 
T have made a a covenant with my cbeſen, PSALM Ixxxix. 3. 


HIS was „David's ples and confidence, when, with eternity full before him, he 
was juſt going to make his appearance betore an infinitely pure Gop. 1 his 


| muſt be our plea alſo, if ever we would obtain the approbation of our judge. Af- 
ter a life of the moſt eminent holineſs, the beſt of men will have teaſon to cry out, 


Enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, O Lozp.” It is true indeed, the be: 
liever will diſcover ſome ſmall evidences of grace, juſt to ſhew the child of Gov; 


and no mote; but all ſo imperfect that he dare not ground his expectations ou 
them. Here the covenant of grace, ſteps in to his relief, wherein he ſces ample 


proviſion made for the ſecurity of his eternal intereſt, For the covenant is made 
with Cx#z1sT and his ſeed.” It is an everlaſting covenant, not only made before 


time, but extending its beheficial effects through the ages of eternity. It is ordered 
in all things, thereſorè nothing can be wanting in it, either to promote the glory or 


God, or the ſalvation of believers. It is {ure alſo; depending on no conditions, re- 
quiring nothing but what it gives, conterring its bleflings freely, and making them 
ſure to all the ſeed, being eftabliſhed upon better promiſcs. Happy ſouls who are 
intereſted in. this well-ordered covehant ! may it be all my ſalvation, and al my 


| eure! 
Thy word, O Gov, begot my faith; * Thy word: is truth, thy pile ſure; 
From thence my comfort ſprings; {| Hence faith and hope avide: _ 
Founded alone on what Gop ſaith, ] My ſoul in ſafety ſhall endure; | 


My ſoul adores and fings. 1 * can from CRRIS T divide; 
5 24 


eee 


Tu gray the Father, and bi gal got you another comforter, thas be may 
abine with you for eber; even the Spirit of truth 3 which the world cane 
not receive; berauſe it fetth bim not, neither kiiowweth him; but ye know 


Lum; Her he dæuelleth with zou, and Hall. be in you, Joun xiv. "16, 1 77 


Wr God Ueliggicl the great aud glorious wort of recovering faſten many 
and the ſaving of fidders, tb the praiſe of the glory of his grace, he ap- 
pointed in his infinite wiſdom two great means thereof; the one was the giving of 
his Son fot them; and the other was the giving of his Spirit unto them. And here- 
by was way made for the manifeſtation of the glory of the whole blefſed Trinity, 
which js the utmoſt end of all the works of Gop; Hereby were the love, grace, 
aud wiſdom of the Father, in the deſign and projection of the whole; the love, 
grace, and condeſcenſion of the Son, in the execution, purchaſe, and procure. 
ment of grace and ſalvation: for ſinners ; wich the love grace, and power of the 
Holy Spirit, in the effectual application of all unto the fouls of men, made glo- 
fivufly conſpicuous. Hence from the firſt entrance of fin, there were two general 
heads of the promiſes. of Gop unto men, concerning the means of their recovery 
ndnd falvation; the one in ſending his Son to take our nature upon him, and die; 
the other in giving his Spirit to make the fruits of his incarnation and ſufferings 
erfsctual in and towards us. To theſe heads may all the promiſes of Gov be re- 
duced. Happy for the church that the Spirit is to abide with it for ever; awful 


to think that the weren world | neither can receive nar know the 9 


2 
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Cody Sorrow worketh pere ro Valuation not to be repented of but the 
Ferro of the world worketh death, 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
HE difference between legal and evangelical repentance lies in 
1 this; the former is an evidence that we are guilty, and liable to 
miſery; the latter, that this guilt is removed, and miſery relieved, 
through the redemption that is in CyrisT Jesus. Even devils may have ; 
the one, but the other is the fruit of the Spirit in a ſoul that is renewed. 
Then be ſerious, O my ſoul, and aſk thyſelf theſe Queſtions ; Doſt thou 
_ grieve more for thy fins committed againſt thy Gon, than for the trou- 
ies 3 into which they have brought thee ? Wicked Cain could ſay, «© My 
puniſhment is greater than I am able to bear ;” but the returning, accept« 
ed prodigal cried, © Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven, and before 
<« thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy ſon,” &c. Does thy 
repentance arife from the hope of mercy revealed in Cuxisr ? Then it 
is evangelical, Ezzx. xvi. 63. but if it be only raiſed by apprehenfions 
of the judgment to come, or from worldly diſappointment, thou mayeſt 
riſh notwithſtanding thy concern: Is it mixed with love to Gop and 
his law as holy, and abhorrence of thyſelf as polluted with fin ? Doft 
thou confeſs.thy fins with the hand of faith upon the head of Chalsrx, 
as they propitiation ? And doſt thou pray for a daily increaſe of this 
= ſorrow, and wiſh w_ die in the lively exerciſe of it Then thou 
arta —_—_ — thy repentance 15 to ſalvation. 


| Y | | ” e 
. 
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Ligbe is ſcuum ſor the righteous, and gladw/s for the upright in beart, PSA © || * 
© —* XCVNt. 11. Unto the upright there ariſes light in darkneſs ; be is gracious; 


-* full of compaſſion, and righteons, P8ALM Cxii-4. U berefore caſt not 
away your confidence, which has great recompence of reward ;;for ye have 
need of patience,” fc. for yet a little while, and he that ſhall come will 


come, and <will not tarry, Has. x. 35, 37- IsaAlAn lviii. 14012. _ 


HIS hems that believers are fubjeR to many changes of joy and. 


J forrow, In a ſtate of gladneſs therefore we have reaſon to fear; 
and in the hours of trouble and ſadneſs to entertain good hopes. Thus 
we ſhall always be able to keep the happy medium between the extremes 


of levity and deſpair. Before a man has a true ſenſe of his own miſeriesz + 


the complaints and infirmities of the ſaints are often a ſtumbling- block; 


baut afterwards they will adminiſter to him great comfort. This is the 
reaſon that Gop has revealed them in fcripture; far the complaints of 


Alas ! it ſwells my ſorrows high, , | Vet why my ſoul, why theſe complaints? 
To ſee my bleſſed ]=svs frown; Still while he frowns his bowels move 4 
My ſpirits fink, my comforts die, | Still on his heart he bears his ſaints, 

And all the ſprings of liſe are down. | And feels their ſorrows, and his love. 


IId law, that when I would do good, evil is preſent with me, Ron. M. 27. 
Ay ſoul ! thou art always ſtriving, yet fin always ſtirring; thou 
f feareſt the truth of grace, becauſe thou findeſt the working of ſin; 
but it will be always thus; thou canſt not eome out of Egypt, but Ame- 
lek will lay wait in the way; the fleſh will be fare to trouble thee, al- 
though it be never able to conquer thee : he therefore that fits down; 
And is at reſt in fin, it is a fign that Satan is there, the ſtrong man, 
becauſe bis kingdom is in peace; but where there is any work with 
 CarisT; there will be always war with fin ; fin was the womb of death, 
and only death muſt be the tomb of fin. Gop would have my ſoul hum- 
bled, therefore, though he hath broken my priſon, yet he hath left the 
chain upon my feet: God would have my graces exerciſed, therefore, 
though he hath tranſlated me into the kingdom of life, yet he hath left 
the e in the land; Gop would have my faith exerciſed, there- 


fore Gahath ſtill ſhews himſelf in the field, that fo I might make out to 
him“ in the name of the Loxp ;” I will betake me to the ſtrength of 
Cnr1sT, and though I cannot help the rebelling power of fin, yet I 
ſhall always hinder the ruling power of it. As it ſhall be my grief be- 
cauſe fin will have its being, ſo it ſhall be my care that it may never 
mou its thriv 
Ws” +. 


ing; though fin may live in me, yet I will never live in 


415 "RT =; 


God wassn Cn RIST, reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their 
ereſpaſſes unto them; for he has made Him to be fin for us, who knew "g 
fin ; that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cox, * 

19, 21. Col. i. 20. 1 Par. ii. 24. 


T highly concerns all his, who are de to 1655 alwayspeace NN» 
and ſupport within, to be ever ſenſible of their own miſery and fp 

fitual poverty, arid ſo to live and reſt ſolely and wholly in the all- ſuffi- 

tient atonement and righteouſneſs of CarisT Jesus our Saviour. Dif- 

quietueſs and lazineſs generally proceed from ſelf-righteouſneſs, and 

dur not looking up and being indebted to him for N "TG but ſe- 


cretly truſting to ſomething in ourſelves. 


I 


|| 

| | 35 Jeov, thou art my richwoolncts, 1 For ever. here my reſt ſhall be, 

1 For all my fins were thine: _ | Cloſe to thy bleeding © 
| Thy death — bought of God my peace, | Tis all my hope, and all my plea; 
| Thy life has made him mine. | For me the Saviour dy'd! 


| Spotleſs and juſt in thee I am; 
I feel my fins forgiv'n: 

| ] taſte ſalvation in thy name, 
And antedate my heav n. 


My dying Saviour and my Gop, 
Fountain for guilt and fm! 
[ Oe me ever with thy blood, 


And —_— and keep me clean, 


FERRUAR 14 Ty 


Neverthalf Jam continually with thee. Thou haſt holden me by my ri ight 
Hand. Thou ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, and afterward rective ne 
to thy glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon 

— 4 1 defire befides thee, My fleſh and my heart faileth, but 


. Gop is the ftrength of my heart, and my portion fer ever, PsALM 
Ixxiii. 23—26. PSALM xvi. 18. 


ABES i in religion not 4 on. for 8 i for ſeniible com- 
munion with him; and very oſten they are indulged with it, that 

they may be weaned from the world. But thoſe of fuller ages who 
have their ſenſes more exerciſed, are thankful to have Him only, and 

to be adopted by Him; relying more on the word and covenant of 


Gop, than upon ſweet ſenſations of the ſoul, which i in times of rial 
and temptation are often wanting. 


How oft have fin ons Satan firove- Hope | is my anchor firm and ſtrong, | 


To rend my ſoul from thee, my Gop? |} While tempeſts blow and billows riſe. 
But everlaſting is thy love, 


And Jxsvs ſeals it with his blosd. The Goſpel bears my ſpirits up; 


A faithful and unchanging Gop 
Amidft temptations ſharp and ſtrong, | Lays the foundation of my hope, 


My foul to this dear geo flies; j in ** and promiſes, and blood, 


46 FEBRUARY 185. 

There is-a tiver, the ftreams whereof ſhall make glad the city of Gov. 
Soy ts in the midſt of her, ſhe ſhall not be moved, PSALM xlvi. 4, 5. 
Te are of Gov, little children, and have overcome them; becauſe greater 

is he that is in you, than he that is in the world, 1 JOHN iv. 4. 
PSALM cx. 2. ZECH. Ii. 5. N * * 


| RUE chriſtians in a right ſpirit, ſtill are ſubje& to temptations 
1 from within and without, but watching unto prayer they do not 
fall by them. On the contrary, as temptations are great helps to dif- 
cover their hidden infirmities, and ſtir them up to be more cautious, 
ſerious, and faithful, they are followed and rewarded with great and 
glorious victories; conſequently are ſo far from being half a fall, that 
they rather ſerve to keep believers from falling. What reaſon have we 
then to be afraid of temptations, fince every one carries a new bleſſing 


along with it? - 
Jzsvs, lover of my ſoul, Other refuge have I none; 
Let me to thy boſom fly; | Hangs my helpleſs ſoul on thee ; 
While the nearer waters roll, I Leave, ah! leave me not alone; 
While the tempeſt ill is high; Still ſupport and comfort me. 
Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide, | All my truſt on thee is ſtay'd, 
Till the ſtorm of life is paſt, 1 All my help from thee I bring; 
Safe into the haven guide, Cover my defenceleſs head 


O receive my ſoul at laſt ! Wich the ſhadow of thy wing. 


— 


„ (> rt worm | Fr wn 
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het not fon reipn in your mortal body, that ye ſhould obey it in the lufts 


thereof. Reſet the _ and be wil flee from you, Rom, Vi. 12, 
N v. 7. 


Certain city: being We beſieged hide: a potent enemy, which, 
holding out long, was brought to extreme want; no hope of re- 
ef appeared ; famine and ſword, the two fad concomitants of war, 
attended; the poor inhabitants, at their wits end, entered into a ſerious 
conſgltation what was beſt to be done for their mutual ſafety; the re- 
ſult whereof was this, that there ſhould be a conſiderable number of 
dead bodies, of which they had great plenty in the ſtreets, claſped up 


in ermour, and ſet upon the walls in the ſtill time of night; thereby 


deſigning to apprize the enemy that fome freſh ſupplies had been 
brought to their affiſtance : which fell out accordingly ; the enemy was 
amazed, the ſiege was raiſed, the city relieved. This diſtreſſed city 
is the ſoul of man; the potent enemy laying before it is the devil, that 
great commander in chief over all ſuch regiments as the world and 2 
fleſh can poſſibly raiſe for his ſervice ; and what courſe muſt the 

ſoul take in ſuch a caſe ? Surely no other, but conſultation firſt had 
with Gob in prayer, to ſet out its dead and mortified luſts and affec- 
tions; and then, no dout, the devil, upon the ſight thereof, will quit 
the place, aud no more adventure nis whole ſtrength to ſo little pur poſe. 


48 FEBRUARY. I7. 


And Gov aid, Let us make man in our image, after our likeneft, 
ines i. 20. 


HIS 3 image of Gov, i in which man was created, conſiſted i in that natural per- 
fection, and thoſe moral endowments, ln which he was made, and in which 


ne bears ſome reſemblance of his all- perfect Maker. It contiſts in that ſpiritudl, 


rational, and immortal ſoul, reſembling the nature of God, and i in thoſe facultics 


of underſtanding, will, and active powers, reſembling the natural perſections of the 
Deity, with which the human ſaul was endowed. His body too had then ſome 


ſignatures of the divine perfection, in majeſty and immortality, that raiſed it tar 


above the brutes ; and, as far as it was capable, made it reſemble Gop. But the 


compleating, ind diſtinguiſhing part of the divine image upon man, was thoſe 
moral endowments of perfect knowledge, entire rectitude, and univerfal holineſs, 


with which the human underſtanding, will, and affections were created and 
adorned, in which the ſoul of man bare a moſt ſtriking reſemblance to the moral 
perfections of the Gop that made it. St. Paul affirms, when he tells us, that if 


we would recover this divine image, that fin hath ſo miſerably defaced, we muſt 


be © renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created us; and put on the 
te new man, which after God is created in righteouſneſs and true holinefs, Cor. 


ui. to. Ep R. iv. 24. See, reader, in 112 vs Its 11415. an epitome of Cys p27; S 


ſalvatlon doth! in thee and tor rhe. 


«© © 
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The Lonp preſerves the femple ; I was brought — and be belted mes 


P8aLM cxvi. 6. 


: H E who walks in godly ſimplicity and humility, accounting his own infirmities 


always the greateſt, will beſt be preferved from being puffed up and fitted by 


the enemy of ſouls. And ſurely nothing ſhould humble us more than juſtification 
by free grace. The more we conſider and carefully cheriſh that, the more this fim- 


ple, child-like, quiet temper will increaſe ; for ſince there is nothing in ourſelves 


which can be depended upon, but all muſt be freely received from CHRIST, this, 
at the ſame time cutting off all vain boaſting, brings us low, ſettles our peace on 


Car1sT, who is our All, and is ſure enough to be reſted upon. 
It is only from thee, O my dear Saviour, I can learn true ſimplicity : teach me 


therefore to turn mine eyes, not upon others, but upon myſelf. Humble me to the 


uttermoſt, and faſhion me after thy own mind, that I may be careful to avoid every 


5 thing that is contrary to love. Keep me, O my light, from all ſelf- dependence and 


ſelf-conceitedneſs ; bridle my carnal reaſon, and pull down all vain imaginations. 
Grant that my eye may be fixed only upon that one thing needful, which laſts eter- 
nally; and that in all my words, deeds, and geſtures, I may always reſemble the 
ys | INNOCENCE, fidelity, and love of a little chile, MATT. Xili. 3. 


Rich grace, free grace, n moſt ſweetly calls, *Tis grace each day that feeds our « fork; 
Directly come who will; Brace keeps us inly poor; 

Juſt as you are, for CunisT receives | And Ok! that nothing elſe but grace 
Poor helpleſs finrers Rill, | May a ac 


* 


1 iin 


The Los- i my ſpepberd, I ſpall not want, PSALM xxiii. 1. He ſays It 
_tetrhſelf. I am come that they might have lift, and that they might have 

it more abundantly. I give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never 
1 neither ſhall any Pluck ther out of * hands, Jenn X. 10, 28. 


HE Lorp being my ſhepherd alſo, what can I then want ? No- 
thing that is really good for me. The ſenſe of it may ſome- 
times be wanting ; but eyen this want is the beginning of a greater ful- 
neſs, and certainly works for my good. It ſtirreth me up to pray more 
earneſtly: and thus my wants drive me ta the green paſtures, and to 


the brooks of freſh waters, even to my good ſhepherd, who 1 is | himſelf 
the beſt food, and the ſpring of yg: water. 


My ſhepherd is the living Lend My wand'ring feet his ways miſtake, 
Now ſhall my wants be well ſupply' d; | But he reſtores my ſoul to peace; 
His providence and holy word, And leads me, for his mercy s ſake, 


Become my ſafety and my guide. In the fair path of righteouſneſs. 
In paſtures where ſalvation grows Tho I walk thro” the gloomy vale, 
He makes me feed, he makes me reſt; | Where death and all its terrors are, 


'There living water gently flows, | My heart and hope ſhall never fail, 
And all the food's di vinchy bleſt, |} For Gop my ſhepherd's with me there. 


| 
ere. 


FEBRUARY. a 


e everlafling geſpel— REVELATIoxs xiv. 6. i 


„Put goſpel is properly called * glad tidings,” for theſe reaſons: 


We are polluted with the filth of fin; in it is opened a fountain' 
for fin and uncleanneſs. —The way to heaven is blocked up by our ſins; 


| It reveals © a new and living way through the fleſh of CHRIST. We 
are impriſoned debtors by multiplied tranſgreſſions; it ſhews that a 
Prices the moſt ineſtimable, has been paid to diſcharge us.—We have 


dy nature hard, ſtrong, and impenitent hearts; in it is promiſed an 
heart of fleſh, —We can of ourſelves do nothing; it ſhews that through 
Cuar1sT we can do all things. — We feel that we are liable to err and 


backſlide; it declares that God will ſcourge us till we return to him, 
but not take his loving kindneſs from us.—We know that we are liable 
to many calamities ; it teaches us, that they ſhall all work together 


for our good. We ſee that we are dying creatures; by it we are aſ- 
ſured that we have a forerunner in heaven, and an eternal habitation 
with Gop in glory. Lorp, ſend abroad and bleſs this goſpel !. 


| SaLvarION ! let the echo fly | And all the armies of the ſky 
; The ſpacious earth around 1 Conſpire to raiſe the ſound, ; 


E 2 
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T " proft fs that they know Gop, but i in wort they * him, Tir. i 1. 16, 


HERE is a profeſſion of a ſpecial kind, which in its own nature is expoſed 
to reproach in the world; © they that will live godly in Cx 1s Ixsus ſhall 
" ſuffer perſecution.'? There is a being in CnRISs T, and not living godly; far 
there are branches in the vine by profeſſion, that bring forth no fruit; men that 
| have not one drop of the Spirit of the witneſs of Cxz1sT, which torments the 
men of the earth. But they that will live godly, that is, engage in a profeſſion, 
that ſhall on all occaſions, and in all inſtances, manifeſt the power of it, they ſhall 
ſuffer perſecution. We ſee many every day keep up a profeſſion, but ſuch a pro- 


feſſion as will not provoke the world. Now this is to be aſhamed of the goſpel, 


to be aſhamed of the power and glory of it, to be aſhamed of the Author of it. 
No man can put,Jzsvs CHRIS to greater ſhame than by profeſſing the goſpel, 
without ſhewing the power of it, PRII. iii. 18. Rev. xi. 10. There can be no 
more vile and ſordid hypocriſy, than for any to pretend unto inward habitual ſanc- 
tification, while their lives are barren in the fruits of righteouſneſs and obedience. 
Reader, of all dangers in profeſſion, beware of a cuſtomary, traditional, or doc- 
trinal owning of goſpel-truths, without an experimental acquaintance with the 


reality and efficacy of them, for © all ſuch will have their portion where is wailing 
« and — of teeth.“ 


By — W an.. 


'F E S KO. A R v — 


I will put enmity e thee and the woman, and beveween thy feed and her 
2 it ſhall bruiſe thy bead, and thou Halt bruiſe his beel, GEN. iii. 1 5 


HOUGH this is true of the animal ſerpent, yet it has a particular reſpect to the 
. old ſerpent, the devil; and implies, that however he and the woman had 


been combined againſt Gop, their friendſhip ſhould ſoon iſſue in the greateſt enmi- 
ty between each other, and eſpecially between their ſeed. By © the ſeed of the wo- 
man” is to be underſtood CHRIS H the Saviour; not excluding his friends and fol- 


lowers in every age of the world. This prediction of a Saviour, fignified to our firſt 


parents theſe four things: 1. That the promiſed Saviour was not to be the man' 8, 


but the woman's ſeed, or born of a virgin. 2. That he was to be a inan, by that 
expreſſion, . Thou ſhall bruiſe bis heel.” 3. That he ſhould break the head of the 


ſerpent, or deſtroy his power and dominion over mankind, and puniſh him, and all 


his votaries, with an utter deſtruction. And, 4. That in order to our Saviour's do- 


ing ſo, he muſt have his own heel, or human nature, that loweſt part of his me- 


_ diatory perſon, bruiſed by the ſerpent, or perſecuted and put to death by the devil 


and his emiffaries, This was the firſt intimation of a Saviour that was made to 
the world. It was made to the ſerpent, for his immediate confuſion, Made in the 


preſence of our firſt parents, and before their ſentence was pronounced, to inſpire 


them with the hopes- of pardon and life, and with a ſenſe of the diſtinguiſhing 
mercy of God to them, and before he denounced ſo much as any temporal puniſh. 
ment, anumated them with the hopes of eternal redemption. 

E 3 ; 


* YA 


ET  FESAGCALY iy 
The Lorp do that which ſeems him good, 2. SAM. x. 12. 


Chriſtian ſtill feels the motion of ſelf-will, and conſequently of fi 
in his heart. And if ic be aſked, How can CHRIST and fin dwell 
together in one heart? The anſwer is; As a king and rebels in one 
kingdom or town. He does not apree or correſpond with them, but 
ſubdues them, and maintains peace. But where ſelt-will has the domini- 
on, there is nothing but trouble and confuſion; for unſanctified paſſions 
and a bad conſcience not only are inward tortures, but often turn to our 
great diſadvantage, even in worldly affairs; whereas in the blood of 
CHRIST we have a good conſcience, abundance of peace, and can be 
content and happy in the moſt indifferent outward circumſtances. 
Take great heed therefore, O my dear Chriſtian, never to be led by thy own ſpirit, 
were it even in ſuch things as ſeem to bring glory to God, if it is not of his own 
appointment. Our hearts ſometimes are very deceitfully deſirous of what pleaſes 
ourſelves, while we pretend to ſeek God's glory; and were we not croſſed in theſe 
our deſigns, they would prove a great burden to our life. Bleſſed is he who not 
only prays with his lips, but is heartily willing alſo that nothing but the will of 
the LozxD ſhould be done in every thing. It is he alone that underſtands what may 
be good or dangerous to our ſpiritual or temporal Circumſtances. We being often 
blinded and drawn by our luſts, are too much inclined to chooſe at random what 
would be perhaps moſt detrimental, hae HEE 
Saviour, to my heart be near, | Guard my weakneſs by thy grace, 
Exerciſe the Shepherd's care; Let me feel a conſtant peace, | 


— — —— 
— 
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t; Log awill regard the prayer of the deflitute, and not deſpiſe their\y ay... 
ers, PSALM cii. 17. They locked unto him, and were ligbtened; and 
their faces were not aſhamed, PSALM xxxiv. 5. See alſo the inftancegf 
the woman of Canaan, Marr. xv. 21—28. And what CHRIST fay\, 
' Luxe xi. 5—13. and chap. xvili. 1—8. Likewiſe of a toſſed veſſel, 


Marr. vill. 24—27. 


Aug load, of outward and inward affliction is not always prayed 
l away with a few words, or in a few days. Sometimes it is neceſ- 
5 ſary even to wreſtle with God, and be very inſtant too; how elſe could 
faith and patience be exerciſed? If therefore the trials are Tharp and 
* laſting, it is not to weaken our faith; but to ſtir us up to be more in- 
| Rftantly zealous in prayer, and the right uſe of the word of Good: and 
5 by this means, to be ſo much more gloriouſly delivered and ſtrengthened 
"= in faith: for whatever Gop ſends upon us, it is not for the leſſening, 
ſe but for the increaſe of our faith. Os 
* Cov is the refuge of his ſaints, 1 Corwitlfions ſhake the ſolid world, 
ay When ſtorms of ſharp diſtreſs invade; | Our faith ſhall never yield to fear. 
ten Ere we can offer our complaints, Loud may the troubled ocean rore; 
hat Behold him preſent with his aid. 


ra e e I ln ſacred peace our ſouls abide; 
Let mountains from their ſeats be hurl'4 | While ev'ry nation, ev ry ſhore, 
Down to the deep, and buried there; * and dreads the iwelling tide. 


556 1 25. 


Tall in the high and holy place, with him alſo that is of a contrite ana 
Jumble ſpirit ; ; te revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart 
of the contrite ones. For I will not contend for ever, neither vill I be 


always wroth : for the ſpirit ſhould fail before me, and the fouls which £ 
| ove made, Is A. Ivii. 1 55 16. | 


| ) inſiſt too much upon the. ſenſible joy of faith, ales produce 2 
wrong joy, and make weak ſouls weaker fill. Many a ſincere 
C briſtian” s heart is like a bottle of a very narrow paſſage, which can re- 
ceive the dew of heavenly comfort only by little drops. But doſt thou 
feel thyſelf quite naked, and void of all good? CHRIST will ſurely co- 
ver thee with the robe of righteouſneſs. Go entirely out of thyſelf, look. 
ing only to him for every thing ; and whatever gifts of joy, peace, and 
koſinef, may be given thee, truſt not to them, but to Cunnor alone, 
This will make thee ſure, and keep thy heart at reſt, 


Thus ſaith the high and lofty One, 
1 fit upon my holy throne, Is an abode of my delight. 

My name is Gop; I dwell on high; The humble ſoul my words revive z 
Dwell in my own eternity. | I bid the mourning ſinner live; 


The humble ſpirit and contrite 


But I deſcend to worlds below, | Heal all the broken hearts I find, 
On earth I have a manſion too: I And caſe the forrows of the mind, 


P © bs . wh 25. 


Log, 3 y thy favour thou haft made my mountain to fland * thou 
10 hide "OP face and 15 WAs * PSALM xxx. 7. 


E E, my ſoul, i in this verſe, a picture of thine own experience; : how much art 
thou and David alike ! When I look up to heaven, how often do I ſee the ſun 
both ſhine and ſet? When I look down into myſelf, how often do I ſee my com- 
forts riſe and fall? One while I am upon mount Tabor, and have a glance of hea- 
ven; another while I lie in the valley of Bochim, weeping becauſe 1 have loſt 
Geht of my heavenly country. TJoſhua's long day is many times turned into Paul's 
_ Cad night. When God would quicken my affections, he gives me a glance of hea- 
ven, that ſo I might be in love with what I ſee; when I begin to bleſs myſelf, 
and reſt in my haypy privileges, he draws a vail over the bright viſion, that I may 
reſt in nothing but himſelf, nor lothe what I ſo greatly love. He ſuffers my hap. 
Þineſs here to be imperfect, that ſo I may be preſſing on to that place where 1 
ſhall be perfectly happy for ever. Lox», when thou ſheweſt thyſelf, let me love 


thee; when my mountain ſtands ſtrong, let me praiſe thee; when thou with- 
draweft thyſelf, let me follow thee; when thy countenance is hid, let me ſtill be- 


 Hieve that thou loveſt me; under all my changes here, let my ſoul be always 


breathing, panting, longing, and reaching after thee, till I ſhall ſo perfectly enjoy 
thee, that 1 wy never loſe thee more. AMEN, 


. 
—— 2 — — — — 


| Satan has de red to have you, that he may fit you as wheat ;, but I N 


* 


prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not, LUKE xxii. 31, 32. Ter, all 
not the leaſt grain fall apon the earth, Amos ix. 9. For, I will keep 
thee from the hour of temptation, Rev. iii. 10. 


GOMBTINES we may imagine ourſelves to be divinely convinced 


of the will of Gov, both by ſeeming outward providences and in- 
ward perſuaſions of faith; and yet it is poſlible that the fiftings of Sa- 


tan are at the bottom; however, the Lok p will over-rule him at laſt, 


and order all things to the beſt for his people. May the Logo make 


us watchful againſt our own ſpirit; and againſt the evil one, eſpecially 


when he is transformed into an angel of light, that it may not be in 


his power to fift us ſo as to gain an advantage over us by our liſtening 
to his inward ſuggeſtions, or yielding to his ſubtle temptations. 


In vain the baffled prince of hel! 
His curſed projects tries ; 

We that were doom'd his endleſs ſlaves, | 
Are rais'd above the ſkies, 


And to his heav'nly kingdom keep 
This feeble ſoul of mine. 


Gov is my everlaſting aid, 
And hell ſha!l rage in vain; 

To him be higheſt glory paid, 
And endleſs praiſe, Amen. 


Jzsvs the Loxp ſhall guard me ſafe 
From ew ry in defign ; 5 


1 R 


Who/e adorning, let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, 
. "and of wearing of gold, &c. But let it be the hidden man of the heart, 
in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
ſpirit, which is in the fight of GOD of great price, 1 PETER iii. 3, 4. 
In reft ſhall ye be ſaved, in gquietneſs and confidence ſhall be your flrength, 
Tsaian xxx. 15. ! wy 
A Chriſtian's beſt 3ccoutreinents and feſtival clothes, in which he daily cele- 
* brates his ſabbath, is called, Cor. iii. 10, 12, 14, The new man, bowels 
« of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, and, above 
afl, charity.“ I heſe are our omaments we ſhall be dreſſed and adorned with. 
What doſt thou adorn moſt, Body or Soul? * O thou meek and quiet Lamb of 
_ © Gop, juſtly 1 bluſh before thee, when JI conſider my impatience, though j am 
© never innocent like thee. I humbly beſeech thee co forgive me theſe my tranſ- 


« prei! ons. ſince thou haſt made ſufficient atonement tor all by thy meritorious : 


© filence. But deliver. me from this choleric, hot, and peeviſh temper alſo; and 
give me grace in all inward and cutward troubles, to have that long-forbearing 

* mind which was in thee. Make me daily more and more like a lamb; that on 
all occaſions, grievous or joyful, I may be duly compoſed, and ſhew that excel- 


« lent heavenly ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit, not in many words, but in 
&« reality and power. Amen.“ 


Giver of concord, Prince of Peace, | O let us find the ancient way 
Meek, lamb-lik- Son of G |} Our wond'ring focs to move; 
Bid our unruly paſſions ceaſe, I ͤ And force the heathen world to ſay, 
And quench them with thy blood. | See how theſe Chriſtians love!“ 


—— — ee 
” 
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| Truſt tos in the Las and 4 good ; h Halt thou well in 5 land, 


and — thou Halt ; fed, PSALM xxxvii. 3. 


Y the grace of Goo, juſtice and equity ſhall be the pillars I will make uſe of 
to ſupport my fortune in the world and not favour and intereſt; and when 
thoſe are too weak to uphold it, let it take its chance; and I hope I ſhould be 
able to take the ſame courſe if my life were under the ſame circumſtances; for I 


had much rather loſe my right or my life by another man's injuſtice, than obtain 


the one or preſerve the other by any baſe purſuit, or unworthy application of my 
own ; nor ſhall I ever value, or ſeek for any favour but that of my Gos, to whom 
he that has grace enough to commit himſelf, his ſoul, and his everlaſting concerns, 


may with great ſecurity commit his fortune and all worldly matters. Lox», 


enable me to be continually doing good; let me live in this world as a probationer 


for eternity; let me not be envious againſt the evil-doers, nor ever repine at thy 


providence ; let the light afforded me in this pſalm enable me to read in thy book 


of providence, and well conſider the end both of the righteous and of the wicked, 


that my judgment may be well formed, and my conduct uniformly agreeable to 
thy will: diſpoſe of me and mine according to thine own pleaſure; and whatever 


elſe may fail me, ſupport my faith in thy word, * and grace, till I com 


eternally to enjoy thee. 


C d 


AKCH = 6 


Broad i is the avay that leadeth to deflrufion, and many . Be which go in 


thereat : But, narrow is the way which leadeth 1 a life, and few there 
be that find it, MATT. vil. 13, 14. 


HIS ſounds too harſh in the ears of the old man, wha would not 

have the law made uſe of in theſe goſpel-times, either to the con- 
verted or unconverted ; and yet to the old man the law, and not the goſ- 
pel, properly belongs. St. Paul, that great preacher of the goſpel, made 


uſe of the law to rouſe unconverted Felix from his ſecurity, Acrs xxiv. 


25. and to warn the cony erted Romans from falling! into it again, Ro. 


viii. 13. 


Which way Jo thou walk ? examine thyſelf. Ts it the narrow way? 


art thou quite ſure of it? venture not to go on any further at random. 
It is matter of great conſequence; if thou wilt be ſafe, try better for it; 
thou mayeſt eaſily be deceived. Alas! thou art ſurely in the broad wa 

to deſtruction, if thou ſtill loveſt and art conformed to the world. Art 


thou but indifferent with regard to the things of Gon, reliſhing more 


the vanities, pleaſures, companies, treaſures, and honours of this world? 
Thou art not in the good narrow way that leads unto life. O conſider 


this well, and ſtop ſhort, before it is too late, and thou drop 1 into che 


bottomleſs pit of perdition. 


nen way, the door is ſtrait, "Tis but a few that find the gate, 
That leads to joys on high; &@ | + While crouds miſtake and die. 


_ "MA TW 
Aaron ſhall bear the names of the children of Iſrael in the breaff- plate of judg- 
ment, upon his heart, auben he goeth into the holy place, for a memorial 
before the LORD continually ; and thou ſhalt put into the breaſt-plate f 
Judgment the Urim and T hummim, namely, light and integrity, Exodus 
xxviii. 29. e 6!!! OY 


XIOWaml. ſaith the believer, for ever in gracious remembrance with 
God, fince my great High-Prieſt and Advocate CHRIST Jesvs, 
bears my name continually before him on his heart. Whenever I am trou- 
bled about my fins, his powerful mediation will ſurely plead mercy for 
all my tranſgreſſions, and ſupply my wants abundantly. Gop not deny- 
ing bim any thing, I can through him continually be heard and obtain 
grace; for he makes perpetual interceſſion for me in heaven, by which 
all my prayers at all times, and even now, are ſanctified, and preſented 
to the Father, who heareth him always. O! who would not ſend up 
his petition to heaven in faith! g 5 


No may our joyful tongues 1 The Father lays his thunder by, 
Dur Maker's honour ſing ; | And looks, and ſmiles, and loves. 
Jzsvs the Prieſt, receives our ſongs, | No fiery vengeance now, 5 

And bears them to the King. No burning wrath comes down; 
Before his Father's eye II juſtice calls for ſinners blood, 
Our humble ſuit he moves; l The Saviour ſhews his own. | 


„„ + I» 
= If any man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, Lux ix. 23. 


JF NOING this, all the reſt will be eaſy : If we know that we are no- 
thing, are unworthy of every thing, and have nothing of our own, 
we can loſs nothing. We have no property, fince we are but ſtewards 
of the Log. We have no honour or ſhame of our own, after the man- 
ner of the world: this being our only honour, if God is glorified; and 
our only ſhame, if he is diſhonoured by us. The glory of Gon we 
muſt have at heart, and in his cauſe be like lions, but in our own cauſe 
like lambs. 'Therefore when we are croſſed in things which de not con- 
cern the glory of Gop, and the real good of our neigbbour, but our own 
| Intereſt, and are unwilling to ſuffer any thing, we ſhall miſcarry, and 
be involved in greater troubles: But denying ourſelves, we ſhall loſe 
only a good deal of vexation; and inſtead of this, receive CHRIST, 
with all his ſpiritual and temporal bleflings, as far as we want them; 
which alone can make us chearful and happy. But whoſoever deſires 
to pleaſe the world in its taſte, with his ſingularities,” ſeeking him- 
ſelf and his own glory, cannot be a follower of CHRIST in this, and have 
boldneſs towards Gop. And how will it be with them in the hour of 
death and judgment? By this every one, learned or unlearned, may 
try themſelves: whom do they pleaſe ; Gop, or the world? 


CG ew —-— —— 
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Unto you which believe he is precious, 1 PETER ii. 7. 


EADER, put theſe few following queſtions to thine own heart, as in the pre- 
ſence of Go; if thou canſt anſwer them affirmatively, doubt not thy real 


Intereſt in him, and in his great ſalvation. Is the Lord Jzsvs Caxr1sT precious 


to me, as he is to all that believe? Once he was to me without form or comelineſs, 
and I ſaw no beauty in him; is he now to me the chiefeſt of ten thouſands, yea, 


altogether lovely ? Do I behold an infinite amiableneſs and glory in his perſon, a 


tranſcendent excellency in his righteouſneſs, an inexhauſted fulneſs in his grace, and 
an heaven of happineſs in his love? Do I eſteem him above every name, love him 
above every creature and thing, and value an intereſt in him before ten thouſand 
worlds? Is the language of my ſoul, © None but CnAIs T, none but CugisT * 


„ Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I defire be- 


<« ſides thee.”* Is all the world, all that is admired in it, eſteemed by me as dung, 
and beheld with the greateſt concempt, when compared with a glorious CHRIST, 


the raviſhing ſweetneſs of his love, and the unſearchable riches of his grace? Do 1 


wiſh nothing ſo ardently, ſeek nothing ſo diligently, and rejoice in nothing ſo great- 


ly, as to win Cax1sT, and be found in him ?—Be this is my portion and can 
I fy, I, vos, 1 aſk no more ? 


3 


en thy right band did ftand the queen in gold of Ophir. The king's 
daughter is all glorious wwithin, her clothing is of wrought gold. Hearken, 


te. O daughter, and conſider, and incline thine ear; forget alſo thine own 
an | People and thy Father's houſe ; ſo ſhall the King greatly defire thy beauty : 
* for be is thy Loa p, and worſoip thou him, PSALM xlv. 9—L1, 13. 
ls I MF NBSERVE, O my ſoul! that thy celeſtial Bridegroom does not re- 
ea, quire any ornament, merit, worthineſs, and beauty of thy own: 
, a no, he will waſh thee himſelf with his blood, he will adorn thee, and 
nd make thee truly amiable to himſelf and to his Father. O ſweet and eter- 
n nal truth! “He has loved and waſhed me alſo from my fins in his own 


md blood!“ He has, and I have in him, a more than angelical beauty. O 
?” | the unſpeakable fairneſs of this bridegroom and his ſpouſe? Why 


de- ſhould I not cleave to him alone, and love him above all others? 
Ts [ The King of ſaints, how fair his face, | He forms her beauties like his own; 
0 1 . Adorn'd with majeſty and grace! He calls and ſeats her near his throne : 
at- He comes with bleſſings from above, | Fair ſtranger, let thine heart forget 
an | And wins the nations to his love! ] The idols of thy native ſtate. . 
At his right hand our eyes behold | So ſhall the King the more rejoice- 
The queen, array'd in pureſt gold; | In thee, the fav'rite of his choice; 
The world admires her heav'nly dreſs, | Let him be lov'd and yet ador d, 
Her rabe of joy and righteouſneſs, * | 


For he's thy —— thy Lon p. 


They that are CuRIST's have. crucified the fleſh, with the luſts and affece 
33 tions thereof, Gal. v. 24. l 
X ETHOUGH the fleſh is alive ſtill, and frequently ſtirs, yet it 

cannot fulfil its defires, becauſe it is faſtened to the croſs: With 
the crucifying of the fleſn we have to do as long as we live. This is 
the croſs we are to take op daily, and which either prevents many out- 
ward croſſes, or at leaſt yields great comfort under them. The croſs 

being an extraordinary good means to experience the ſweetneſs of the 
word of 95 thou muſt always be ready and prepared for it, O my 
foul. And if none comes from without, take care to break thy own 
will in every thing. Painful and hard as this may ſeem to be at firſt, 
Fet it will certainly very ſoon grow eaſier, and be matter of real joy. 
Bleſſing and peace will attend thy ways and ſteps, that thou ſhalt glorify 
, Gop for having been reſigned and guided, not by thy own, but by his 
good will and pleaſure. Self-will, on the other hand, creates nothing 
dur vexation, trouble, and uneaſineſs. It is puniſhed by itſelf, deprives 
us of all real bleſſings; and therefore deſerves, and is beſt to be broke 
and cruciſied in its firſt motions. 


Still I feel-a fleſhly part, Break, O break this heart of ſtone z 
Much corruption in my heart; Form it for thy uſe alone; 
Oh! I am very vile indeed, Bid each vanity depart ; 


Oft thy blood I ſure have need. 1 Build thy temple in my heart. 


rer wn 
Aud the Loxp Bad reſpect unto Abel, and 10 bis Hering; But unte C ain, 
5 | and to his offering, he had not reſpect, GERN. 1 Os 4» ze 


FRE are two brothers bringing each of them an oblation to the Lon p. Cain, 
as an huſbandman, brought of the produce of the graund he cultivated ; 
Abel, as a ſhepherd, ſome. of the firſtlipgs of his flock, with the fat of them; con- 
ſequently both believed there was a Gos that made the world, and was to be wor- 
ſhipped ; and yet one was accepted, the other rejected. Cain's ſacrifice was wholly 
euchariſtical, or a thank offering to Gov, for the bleſſings of his providence. Abel's 
was not only of the euchariſtic, but of the expiatory- kind; and while it was an 
expreſſion. of gratitude for the bleffings of providence, it was alfo typical of the 
atonenient by Cxx1sT, and expreflive of his hope of redemption through him. 
Fat what made the chief difference between them was, that Cain preſented his 
offering while his heart was withheld, and without faith in Cas :1sT, ſo was of 
the wicked one: Abel brought both his perſon and ſacrifice an offering to the 
Lomp; he preſented his oblation, and performed the other parts of worſhip with 
faith in Gop and the promiſed Saviour, and with fincerity, humility, and love : 
thus Gop had reſpect to him and his offering; accepted firſt his perſon as juſtified, 
then his offering; but neither the perſon nor offering of Cain found acceptance with 
Gop, Reader, mark the difference; by this Abel ſpeaks to thee: Art thou in a 
ſtate' of acceptance with Gop by faith in Jesvs? Is thy whole dependence for 
| pardon and life on Cur1sT crucified ? Doſt thou obey from a principle of love! ? 
hen —— — bleſſed with righteous Abel here and for ever. 


F 2 


68 eee 
On that day fhall the prieft make an atonement for you to cleanſe you, that yd 
may be clean from all your fins before the Lob. It ſhall be a ſabbath of 
reſt unto you, and ye ſhall afflit your ſouls by a ſtatute for ever. The 
lift of the fleſh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar, 

to make an atonement for your ſouls, for it is the blood that maketh an 


atonement for the foul, Lev. xvi. 30, 51. Chap. xvii. 11. 
VR great day of atonement is that on which CAS ſhed his blood for us on 
the croſs, and thereby made atonement for us. Now if it was neceſſary for 
the Iſraelites to afflit their ſouls, and chaſtiſe their bodies on their great day of 
atonement, how much more ought we to pray for humility and repentance, as the 
evidence of our intereſt in the propitiation made by CnrisT Jesvs? And as they 
_ abſtained from all labour on that day, when the high prieſt alone was employed, 
ſo ſhould we abſtain from all our ſinful works, and particularly from all ſelf- ſuffi - 
ciency af righteouſneſs, . and ſeek our ſalvation only in the meritorious blood of 
atonement ſhed by our High-prieſt ; for the life of our ſouls is in the blood of J=- 
sus. O my Redeemer, may I, with an afflicted ſoul, ever ſeek my atonement, 
life, and ſalvation in thy blood and death; and may I lie down and riſe up, in 
full confidence that I am pardoned through thy blood. . 


Father, Gov, who ſeeſt in me Jo that full atonement made, 
Only fin and miſery, | To that utmoſt ranſom paid. 
See thine own anointed One, 3 | 
Look on thy beloved Son Hear his blood's prevailing cry 
13 Let thy bowels then reply; 
Turn from me thy glorious eyes, Then through him the finner ſee ; 
To that bloody ſacrifice, - Then in Ixsus look on me. 


— 


" A CH 
By the grace of Go I am what I am, 1 Cor. xv. 10. 


DE this my motto, both as to my natural and ſpiritual life; how 
elſe could I have exiſted at all? Had not foreknowledge planned, 
and wiſdom contrived, and power put every atom together, and fixed 
my ſcene of action, I had never been here. Nor is this God of grace 
| leſs to. be ſeen in every motion of my ſoul towards him: had not every 
' ſpring been in him, this table on which I lean had felt as much bias to- 
ward him as I. . 'The firſt check of conſcience, the firſt thrill of fear, 
the firſt view of guilt, the firſt tear of penitence, were all his own; the 
firſt drawings of the Spirit, the firſt ſight of CuxIs r, the firſt dawn of 
hope, were all his own; every ſucceeding ſtep in the path of duty, every 
attainment in grace, every victory over the world and fin, every evi- 
_ dence and token of the ſafety of my everlaſting ſtate, and every ſweet 
interval of communion I have had with him, were ſtill all his own ; and 


the laſt labour of love, the laſt act of faith, and conqueſt over fin, death, - 


and hell, together with an admiſſion into eternal glory, muſt and ſhall 


be all his own likewiſe. The ſpring is Love; the mean is Caxisr ; 
the footing firm; the headſtone ſhall be brought forth with ſheutings, 
crying, Grace, grace unto it; and grace ſhall be crowned with ever- 
laſting glory. e ga 3 


* 


70 = A'S CH: 
The love of Cntr conflraineth us, becauſe we thus j 1 ge, that if one died 
for all, then <were all dead; and that he died for 41 * they who live 


Should not henceforth live unto themſebves, but unto him whe ditd * them 
and * again, 2 Cox. v. 14. 15. 


— —— ͤſV— — Wong — my 
k # 


| bs the love and power of nstsr ſhall condrals us, we muſt newly be 
always meditating and relying on him and his death. This will cut 
off all workings of our own, and make room for Caz1sT to work every 
thing in us and through us. O Logp, may thy love on the croſs fire my 
frozen heart alſo ; that I may now begin to love and to praiſe thee purely 
and fervently, and to offer "wy whole life © to thee as an entire {acri- 


ice of love. 
Raiſe your triumphant ſongs 1 Now finnets dry your tears, 
To an immortal tune; - Leet hopeleſs ſorrows ceaſe; 
Let the wide earth reſound the deeds | Bow to the ſceptre of his love, 
Celeſtial grace has done. And take the offer d peace. 
Sing how eternal love Loxp, we obey thy call; 
Its chief Beloved choſe ; Eo We lay a humble claim 


And bid him raiſe our wretched race | To the ſalvation thou haſt brought, 
Frotn their abyſs of woes. And loye and praiſe thy name. 


M AR CT H 12. ay 


| | FT! 
I, barfiever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; ; for there is no 


word, nor de vice, nor knowledge, nor in the grave whither thou 
gueſt Ecerxs. i ix. 10. 


HE buſineſs df ute! is to \ glorify Gon, and to work out our own hunted; all 
other concerns are ſubordinate to theſe; © the time is ſhort ; as the tree tal. 
eth to it lieth;”” and where death ftrikes down, there Gop lays out, either for 
mercy or abide 5 ſo that I may compare it to the red ſea; if I go in an Iſraelite, 
my landing ſhall be in glory, and my rejoicing in triumph, to ſee all mine enemies 
dead upon the ſea-fhore; but if I go in an Egyptian, if I be on this fide the cloud, 
on this fide the covenant, and go in hardened among the troops of Pharaoh, juſtice 
ſhall return in ĩts full ſtrength, and an inundation of judgment ſhall overflow my 
foul for ever. Or I may compare death to the Neep of the ten virgins, of whom 
it is ſaid, © They all Numbered and ſlept; we ſhall all fall into this ſleep : Now 
If I lie hows with the wiſe, I ſhall go in with the bridegroom ; but if 1 ſleep with 
the fooliſh, without oil in my lamp, without grace in my ſoul, I have cloſed the 
gates of -mercy upon me for ever. I ſee then this life js the time wherein I muſt 
go forth to meet the Loxp; ; this is the hour wherein I muſt do my work, and that 
the day wherein I muſt be judged according to my works. I know not bow ſoon 


I may fall into this ſleep; therefore, Lox p, grant that I live every day i n * aght, 
'as1 dere to — the laſt day in thy preſence. 


7 4 


Sin is a reproach to any people, Pa ov. xiv. 34. 


E not 3 therefore with falſe notions of faith. Where re 
is true faith, no fin has dominion. A man having no feeling of 
the deſperate wickedneſs of his heart, ma y imagine he has faith enough; 
but being once convinced of that, he 95 perceives that it is the hardeſt 
thing in the world to believe; it requires, the ſame power by which 

Cnxisr was raiſed from the dead. St. Paul moſt emphatically deſcribes 
it with fix remarkable words, Ern. i. 19, 20. How then can any man 
think it an eaſy matter to believe? O the dreadful blindneſs and ſecuri- 
T4 which all the world runs into! may the Loan open their eyes! 


: Lo ab, FS fr my ee was, I'm, like a helpleſs ab. fold 
And felt no inward dread ! Under the pow'r of fin; _ 
I was alive without the law, I cannot do the good 1 would, 
And thought my fins were dead. Nor keep my conſcience clean. 
My hopes of heav n were firm and bright; My Gov!1 cry with ev'ry breath 
But ſince the Precept came For ſome kind pow'r to ſave, 
With a convincing pow'r and light, To break the yoke of fin and death, 


1 find how vile 12 am. I And thus redeem the flave. | 


AI 1 


At the commandment of the Lon p the children of Iſrael journeyed, and at the 
commandment of the Lord they pitched : and in the place where the cloud 
abode, there the children of Hrael pitched their tents. And when the cloud 
tarried long upon the tabernacle many days, then the children of Iſrael kept 
| the charge of the Lox, and journeyed not, Nuuz. ix. 18, 19. 
FT HUS the 33 Iſraelites; they ſhould not anticipate or under- 
take any thing from their own will, leſt confuſion and diſappoint- 
ment ſhould encompaſs every path. The unconverted are full of their 
own will; how ſhould they ſucceed ? They are bewildered here, and 
run into perdition eternally. Sometimes the faithful may, with a good 
defign, when they are engaged in a good work, anticipate the will of 


' Gov, and not wait for his counſel. And yet the Iſraelites journeyed 


not, though the cloud tarried many days, and they might imagine they 
were lofing time on their journey. O my Gov, grant that in all 
things, even in my beſt wall oy I may be guided by thine eye, and 
wait for thy counſel with a reſigned tranquillity : may I ſpeak or be 
filent, work or reſt, when and as thou wilt; then fhall my ways be 
bleſt, and thou wilt never leave me nor forſake me. | 
My Gov, the ſteps of pious men I chooſe the path of heay*nly truth, 
Are order'd by thy will; - And glory in my choice; | 
Tho' they ſhould fall, they riſe again, | Not all the riches of the earth 
Thy hand ſupports them ſtill, Cou'd make me ſo rejoĩc e. 


* k * | a | r . # 


ol bin car life, and the Iife was the light of men, Jonx E | 


kg notional knowledge men may have of divine 
truths, as they are doctrinally propoſed in the ſeripture, yet if 
they know them not in their reſpect unto the perſon of CHRIST, as the 
foundation of the counſels of Gop; if they diſcern not how they pro- 0 
ceed from him, and centre in him, they will bring no ſaving ſpiritual = 
light unto their underſtandings; for all ſpiritual life and light is in him, 
and from him alone. The difference between believers and unbe- 
| Levers, as to knowledge, is not ſo much in the matter of their know- 
edge, as in the manner of knowing: Unbelieyers, ſome of them, may 
| "know more, and be able to ſay more of Gov, his perfections and will, 
than many believers; but they know nothing as they ought, nothing 
in a right manner, nothing ſpiritually and ſavingly, nothing with an 
holy, heavenly light. 'The excellency of a believer is not that he 
| hath large apprehenſions of things, but that what he doth. apptehend, 
which may perhaps be very little, he ſees jt in the light of the Spirit 
of Gop, in a ſaving, ſoul-transforming light. And this, is that which 
gives us communion with Gop, and not prying thoughts, or curious | 
relied notions. In this knowledge, Loxb, give me to inereaſe every 


VB 


We then that are ftrong, ought to bear the infirmities of the weaks and not - | 


pleaſe ourſelves, Rom. By. 1. Confidering thyſelf, * thou alſo be 
tempted, GAL. v. 1. Who art hou,” that Judge another man r 
vant? Rom. xiv. 4. 


Xtraordinary quickenings and hn Wt > followed by partic 
lar temptations, conflicts, and ſufferings, require a particular watchfultieſs, 
it we would be earneſt not to provoke the Lox p to viſit us with ſore puniſhments 
for our careleſſneſs. Fear therefore, rejoice with trembling, and ſecure thyſelf from 
falling, by tempering thy joy with true humility and gentleneſs towards the faylts of 
others. Be never ſo high-minded, O man l at the miſcarriage of others, as tothink 
thou wouldeft not do ſo, ſhould it happen to be thy caſe; for if God does not 
| Hold thee up'himſelf, thou wilt ſurely make greater miſtakes. "Therefore thou 
hadſt better not look upon others, but upon thyſelf; and, for fear of falling, be 
continually watchful in prayer. A great many would not have fallen ſo deep, had 
they been truly humble and more charitable in judging of others. He who exalt- 
eth himſelf above others, and does not bear with the weak, is ſometimes hum- 
bled and debaſed under the very weakeſt of all. Bear therefore, fince God: bears 
with thee : Aud he that bears moſt with others, ſhews the greateſt ſtrength. _ 
Jz$8v, Lond, we look to thee, | Make us of one heart and mind, 
Let us in thy Name agree; Courteous, pitiful, and kind, 


Each to each unite, endear, Lowly, meek in thought and word, 
Dome, and fpread thy banner here. Altogether Ike our Lor v. 


* 


Ls 


* 
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Thou art my rock and my fortreſs ; therefore for thy name's ſake lead me and 
guide me, PSALM xxxi. 4. They ſhall come with weeding, and with 
- ſupplications will I lead them : I will cauſe them to walk by the rivers 
F waters in a firaight way, wherein they ſhall not ſtumble; for I am 
2 Father to Iſrael, Jer. xxxi. . 13 


E that comes in this manner, will certainly be led of Gov. Now, O Los p, 
I am blind, and heartily deſire alſo to be directed by thee alone in all my 
ways and ſteps, in great and little things. Suffer me never to follow my own ſpirit 
and natural inclinations, whatever good appearance they may have. Be pleaſed to 
croſs them continually, whenever they are contrary to thy will; often have I been 
deceived by falfe appearances already ; my zeal has not always been according te 
knowledge; I have put natural paſſion in the place thereof, and thought I was 
contending for the faith once delivered to the ſaints, and have afterwards found it 
no better than the effe of a party ſpirit. Be then a Father to me, O Lox p, and 
inſtruct thy waiting child In all neceſſary truths, and lead me in all thy righteous 


ways. 

Thou art my portion, O my Gop; Now I am thine, for ever thine; 
Soon as I know thy way, IO fave thy ſervant, Lox p; 

My heart makes haſte obey thy word, | Thou art my ſhield, my hiding place; 
And fuffers no delay. | My hope is in thy word. | 

If once I wander from thy path, | Thou haſt inclin'd this heart of mine 

I think upon my ways, . Thy ſtatutes to fulfil; 
Then turn my feet to thy commands, | And thus till mortal life ſhall end, 


And truſt thy pard'ning grace. Would I perform thy will. 
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T hou aui, il keep him in perfact peace, whoſe mind is faxed on thee, becauſe he 
rrufteth in thet. Truft ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lox D Iano- 
VAH is everlaſting ſtrength, Is AI. xxvi. 3, 4. Let him take bold of my 
frengtb, that he may make Peace with ne, and be Hall male peace with 
- __ chap. xxvii. 5. 


2 


0 enjoy an undifturbed peace, "great care 1s to bis tak that we 

do not look and depend upon any thing in ourſelves, ſince all is 
but imperfeQ, and ever will be ſo. We are to truſt only in the Lamb of 
God, which takes away the fin of the world, to feed our ſouls continu- 
ally in this goſpel of peace, and be ever watchful, faithful, quiet, and 
Humble: for we never loſe any thing of our Peace, except it is ſtolen 
by ſome proce, or other unguarded affections. 


Hence from my ſoul ſad tdoughts, be gone, O, what immortal] joys felt, 8 


And leave me to my Joys; _ | And raptures all divine, 
My tongue ſhall triumph in my Gov, When Jzsvs told me I was His, 
And make a joyful noiſe, And my Beloved mine, 

Darkneſs and doubts had veil'd my mind, In vain the tempter frights my ſoul, 


And drown'd my head in tears, And breaks my peace in vain 
Till fov”reign grace with ſhining rays - | One glimpſe, dear Saviour, of thy face. 
Diſpell d my gloomy fears, Revives my Joys =. : a 
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Thy maker is thine huſband ; the Log of hoſts is bis name. The ranſome& 
of the Lord all return, and come to Zion yith ſongs, and everlaſting · 
Joy por their heads, Is . liv. 5. chap. xxxv. 10. 


* & 


EN Cyrus took the king of Armenia, and his ſon Tigranes, 
and their wives and children, priſoners, and, upon their.hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion, beyond all hope, gave them their liberty and their lives; 
in their return home, as. they all fell a commending Cyrus, ſome for 
his perſonage, ſome for his power, ſome for his clemency, Tigranes 
aſked his wife, What thiukeſt thou of Cyrus? Is he not a comley and 
à proper man, of a majeſtic preſence ? Truly ſaid ſhe, I know not what 
manner of man he is, I never looked on him. Why, ſaid he; where 
were thine eyes all the while? Upon whom didſt thou look? I fixed 
mine eyes, ſaid ſhe, all the while upon him, (meaning her huſband) 
who, in mine hearing, offered to Cyrus to lay down his life for my ran- 
ſom.“ And thus, if any queſtion the devout ſoul, whether ſhe be not 
enamoured with the beauty of Cberubims, Seraphims, Angels, and 
Saints, with the pomp and ſplendor of that heavenly court ; her anſwer 
will be that of Trigranes's wife, That ſhe never did ſo much as caſt a 
look upon them, becauſe her eyes were never off him, who not only /- 
Feri to lay, but actually did lay down his life for her, and ranſomed her 
from all her enemies with his own blood.“ Whom ſhould ſhe have in 

* heaven but him, who had none on earth but her?“ 


„ 79 


m.. Gali TO 10 inheritance in their land, neither halt thou have any 
part among them. I am thy part and thine inheritance, NUMB. xviii. 20. 


Wwe has and loves the Lozp. Jesus, finds unſpeakably n more de- 
light, honour, and riches in him, than in all other things. Then 


all is willingly denied for his ſake, and this denial ſprings from faith, 
Now, O Lox»! thou art my All alſo, and to draw near to thee is my 
reateſt happinefs. This ſhall be my treaſure and portion, that thou 
Foveſ me, and I defire to love thee eternally and keep thy e 


Beſet with ſnares on ev'ry hand, * Then let the wildeſt ſtorms ariſe, 

In life's uncertain path 1 ſtand: Let tempeſts raingle earth and daes; 
Saviour divine! diffuſe thy Ech, No fatal ſhipwreck ſhall I fear, 

To guide my doubrful footſteps «right... But all my treaſure with me bear. 


Engage this roving treacherous heart, 1 If thou, my Irsvs, ſtill art nigh, 

Great Gov ! to chooſe the better part; - | Chearful T live, and chearful die; 

IT To ſcorn the trifles of a day, Secure, when mortal comforts flee, 
WW ardanang Ra af To find ten thouſand worlds in thee, 


4 
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Lic the Spirit alſo helpeth our infirmities, for we know not auhat a 
| ſhould pray for as wt ought but the Spirit 2 If maketh interceſſion me 
2 Rom. vin. 26. 
OD is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in 
ſpirit and in truth;“ Gop hath many worſhippers on particular 
2 who cannot be called ſpiritual. worſhippers : Take, for in- 
| Rance, the. prayers of wicked men under their convictions, or their 
fears, troubles, and dangers, and the prayers of believers. The former 
is merely an outcry that diſtreſſed nature makes to the Gov of it, and 
as ſuch alone it conſiders him; but the other is the voice of the Spirit 
of adoption, addreſſing itſelf in the hearts of believers unto God as a 
Father. Wo to profeſſors of the goſpel, who ſhall be ſeduced to believe, 
that all they wk to do with Gop conſiſts in their attendance upon mo- 
ral virtue; it is fit for them ſo to do, who, being weary of chriſtianity, 
have a mind to turn Pagans; but our fellowſhip is Wich the Father, 
« and. his Son Jzsvs Curisr,” under the Nan workings and in- 
tetceſſion of the Spirit; ſor by them alone = the love of the Father, 
and the fruits of the mediation of the Son communicated unto: us, with- 
out which we have no intereſt or comfort in them; and by the influ- 
ences of the Spirit alone are we enabled to make any acceptable returns 
of obedience to Gop. To exclude the internal 3 of the Holy 
Ghoſt, is to deſtroy the goſpel. 


* 


Zæery man that ftriveth for the maſtery is temperate in all things : nov they 
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ao it to obtain a corruptible crown, but cue an incorruptible, 1 Cor. ix. 
25. For, He that overcometh ſhall inherit all things, Rev. xxi. 7. 


No be only an almoſt chriftian, is a very hard thing; but to be a ehriſtian al- 


together, makes all eaſy and pleaſant. And fuch as defire to have the whole 


 Cun1sT, his whole ſalvation and all that is his, muſt needs give themſelves up to 


him, not only in part, but wholly, according to that fundamental and moſt rea- 
ſonable rule; All for all.” And as far as we deny him any thing, we maie our- 
{elves unhappy ; but the more we are reſigned to him, the more we are fit to en- 
joy him and his ſpiritual bleſſings. „ e ee 
Many would fooner be perſuaded to follow CuRISTH, if it was enough to ferve 


him by halves, and reſerve ſome things to themſelves But what could that profit 


them? Cnxz1sT will not be bargained with; and nothing more dangerous than the 
dividing our hearts between him and the world, or waiting. from time to time for 


a more convenient ſeaſon to break through. Thus you may live many years, and 


be neither cold nor hot; and ſo at laſt be ſpewed out of the Lox 's mouth. Con- 
nder this well, O ye double-minded, lukewarm fouls ! Chniſtianity requires great 
ſtriving, and overcoming all things, even our moſt favourite and darling luſts. 
Rouſe therefore thy drouſy heart; ſpare thyſelf no longer; riſe above the trifies of 


_ this world; fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal life, whereunto 


thou art called. „ 

Take away my darling fin; I Force me, Lon p, with all to part; 
Make me willing to be clean; Tear all idols from my beart; 
Make me willing to receive Let thy pow'r on me be 


What thy goodneſs waits to give, | Take * the heart of Kone. 


3 
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A new commandment give I unto you, that ye love one another z as 7 have . 
loved you, 8.9 1 aljo love one — Joan x1. 1 


LL the commendanents of Gov are commandments of love, tend- 
ing to our real and great happineſs, far from being grie- 
vous to thaſe who have faith and love; the practice thereof is life and 


peace. The world may think it a grievous burden ; but this is a great 
miſtake indeed. Sin is grievous. In hatred, envy, anger, revenge, 


pride, there is nothing but torment and ſlavery ; but in love there is a 


_ ſweet reſt and pleaſure. Thus a ſinner always puniſhes himſelf, and is 


robbed of great peace and _— by tranlgrefivg the command- 


ments of Go. 


Our jarring wills control ; And melt him into joy. 


; <a down with * eyes, With cords of love th old Adam bing, 
Let cordial, kind affections riſe, 


And harmonize the ſoul. Us into cloſeſt union draw, 
| And in our inward parts 
Subdue in us the carnal mind, Let kindneſs ſweetly write her law, 
Its enmity . | Let loye command our hearts. 


& 
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One thing is needful. And Mary has choſen that good part, ewbich al! 
never be taken away from her, Luxx x. 42. | 


E muſt not pretend to ſerve God with only going to church and doing other 
acts of outward devotion ; whilſt we are dead and cold, our religion is 
vain. Who firſt by faith ſeeks grace from the words of CHRIST, like Mary, is 
ſerved by CHRIS T; and this conftrains him to ſerve Him and his neighbour rea- 
-dily again. It is almoſt impoſſible for ſuch to go on in haughtineſs, envy, hatred, 


and diſobedience, Grace and faith will reſiſt it, and make them lowly, gentle, 


willing, obedient, active, without relying on any works of their own. : 

He that obtains Cxz1sT, the one thing needful, receives with him all the reſt, 
and has no more need to be troubled about many things ; be being our All, we can 
always live happily, whereas the children of this world, muſt always be cumbered 


and divided between fears and hopes about their fate. In vanity we ſhall never 5 


find this good part; neither is there any ſalvation in the works of the law. Faith 
alone takes hold of it. And whoever withdraws, his heart and ſenſes from the noiſe 
and buſtle of this world, and quietly looks for ſalvation in the wounds of C HRISTy 
the bleſſed fountains of blood and water, will certainly find it his better part. 


The one thing needful, that good part, | How I may have my fins forgiv'n, 
Which Mary choſe with all her heart, | And ſafe, and ſurely get to heav'n. 
I would purſue with heart and mind, | 


And ſeek unweary d tall I find. I Hidden in Cna18 1 the treaſure lies, 
8785 That goodly pearl of ſo great price; 
O Lozxp my Gos, to thee I pray, No other way but CnRIST there is 


Teach me to know and find the way, I To * happineſs and bliſs, 


84 MM A KK CT HH Th a 


Purge me with byſſop, and T ſhall be clean; waſh me, and I ſhall be aubiter 
than ſnow, PSAL. li. 7. Hide thy face from my ſins, and blet out all 
mine iniquities, ver. 2. Though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as 
white as ſnow ; though they be red like crimſon, they ſpall be as wool, Is a. 
i. 18. 1 have blotted out as a thick cloud thy tranſgreſſions, and as a cloud 
thy fins; return unto me, for I have redeemed thee, Chap. xliv. 22. 


* E muſt not keep away from Cnxisr on account of our ſtum- 
blings and manifold faults, if we will not come under the law 
again ; but Ly e W directly we are to crave pardon in 
his blood ; by delaying this, our caſe will be worſe. But the ſooner it 
is done, the ſooner we ſhall be forgiven. The Loxp not imputing 
| thoſe ſins to us which are ſincerely repented of, our foul returns to its 
reſt again. And inſtead of falling into carnal ſecurity (as ſome may 
think) it will rather ſtrengthen our faith, and make us more confident. 
Haſten, therefore, and come as ſoon and as well as thou canſt. He 
will receive thee, if thou canſt but creep. 


O Lox, I fall before thy face; Jz8vs, my Gop, thy blood alone 

My only refuge is thy grace: I | Has pow'r ſufficient to atone ; 

No bleeding beaſt, nor flood, nor ſea, | Thy blood can make me white as ſnow ; 
Can waſh the diſmal ſtain away. | | No Jewiſh types could cleanſe me ſo. 


. oe oo © 8 
Deliver us from evil, Marr. vi. 13.—Divine Anſwer ; Fear not, for I 
have redeemed thee ; I have called thee by thy name, thou art mine. When © 
thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with thee ; and through the 

_ rivers, they not overflow thee : When thou walkeft through the fire, . 
| thou ſhalt not be burnt; neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee, Is a. 

xliii. 1, 2. CHRIST has by his caun blood once entered into the holy 6. 

Place ; having obtained eternal redemption for us, Hes. ix. 12. 288 


= HIS redemption is the ground that we are delivered daily, and at 
laſt ſhall be delivered from all evil. Who lothes and deteſts not 
only the evil of puniſhment, but eſpecially the evil of fin itſelf, and fo 
earneſtly pants after the Redeemer, has faith already, and fin has loft 
its dominion. And though he may be tempted with it ſeverely, yet he 
is under the law no more; for the reigning power of fin being broke, the 
law has loſt its'condemning power alſo, we are delivered from the 
power of the evil one, and we may be ſure of a continual, nay eternal 
redemption. We may often feel the evil, but be as often delivered 
from it alſo. - <a rien 1 8 8 


Thy ſolemn vows are on me, Loa; | Thou haſt fecur'd my foul from death, 
Thou ſhalt receive my praiſe ; | O ſet thy pris'ner free A 
I'll fing, “ How faithful is thy word! | That heart and hand, and life and breath, 
How righteous all thy ways.” 


May be employ'd for thec. 
G3 


= _ — —— 


— 
« — —ʃ — - _ — —— 
— — — IR — 
1 9 — — 


— — — es 


— — 


95 MARCH 25. 
Stir up the gi 77 of God which is in thee, 2 T1M, i. 6, PSALM Ixii. g. 


2 SAM. vii. 18, 28. 


row can this be done ?—Anſwer ; ; By looking as well upon thy 
own great poverty and wants, as upon the riches of grace, which 


In a CartsT for thee, and ſo drawing near to Gop, through him in 

= faith, But it is not enough to do this once for all, or now and then 
only. It is = be thy daily work. One day's omiſſion may greatly hurt 
thy * ſpecially 


* morning hours are very proper for this pur- 
poſe. Theſs very directly be laid hold on to converſe with Gop in 
prayer, before we meddle with any thing elſe in our buſineſs, though 
ever ſo needful and important, for fear of being entangled and diſtracted 


perhaps the whole day. And to gather the more ſtrength, draw as near 


to Cnaisr as poſſible, and even wreſtle with him, as if it was the laſt 
time. Pour out thy whole heart before him; not giving over too ſoon; 
but be inſtant in thy ſupplications, at leaft with continual inward 
groanings, till thy heart burns within thee, and thou feeleſt the quick- 
ening influence of his grace and Spirit. Then great care is to be taken 


to preſerve this bleſſing and ſtrength in a quiet and well-compoſed mind, 


examining thyſelf frequently, eſpecially at nights, how the day has been 
ſpent. 
I'll lift my hands, T'll raife my voice, | This work ſhall make my 1 mjoice, 
While I have breath to pray or praiſe; | And ſpend the remnant of my days. 


Loo ds EE or EAN 


nnd exhorted to go on to perfection? 


ALL CH: W 87 


For every one that uſeth milk, is __—_ in the word of righteouſneſs ; for 


he is a babe, 


EB. v. 13. 


B apoſile, with ſome ſeverity of expreſſion, tells the Hebrews, 


or converted Jews, to whom he wrote, that inſtead of being ca- 


| Pable of ſtrong meat, or attaining to the perfection of chriſtian doctrine, 


and —_ ſkilful in the word of righteouſneſs, they choſe to continue 
babes in 


nowledge; and, like children, had all their work to begin 
again. It is therefore a matter of the greateſt importance to know what 
that word of righteouſneſs is, in which they were unſkilful, not having 


their ſenſes exetciſed to diſcern between good and evil, truth and error. 
Let it only be obſerved, that they were looking back to the Law, and 
conſequently in danger of returning to the point of juſtification by it, 


and that the defign of this epiſtle was to keep them ſtedfaſt in the faith ; 


and it will appear at once, that the righteouſneſs which they were igno- 
rant of, or ready to rejeR, is that of ChRIsT, „Who by one offering,” 


the finiſhing act of his obedience, ** hath perfected for ever them that 


are ſanctified, Hes. x. 14. How many at all times, who have the 
name and appearance of well-grown Chriſtiaus, are juſt ſuch babes as 


the Hebrews were; and have the ſame need to be told that they are 
unſkilful in the word, reaſon, or ground of a juſtifying righteouſneſs, 
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88 MW A'RCH 29. 
Fe or our goſpel came not unto you in word only, but alſo in power, 
I TuESs. 1. 5. 


Y the Gofpel, the Son! of Cop and divine truths are revealed to us, by the 
Spirit they are revealed in-us. External revelation by the word, and internal 


by the Spirit, are both negeffary to ſalvation. Though Paul was ſeparated from 
| his mother's womb to be called by the grace of Gop, yet he had not an inward 


revelation of IS Cnais to his heart, till he heard the external word of 


nns with his ear ſaying, „Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me?” Acrs 
ix. 4. Hence learn to prize both the outward teſtimony of the word, and the 
inward teſtimony of the Spirit. The Goſpel is a revelation of Jzsus CnRIS T, 

without which we could never have known, nor underſtood, that our fins are atoned 
for by the blood, our perſons juſtified by the righteouſneſs, and our ſouls ever- 
laſtingly redeemed and ſaved by the work of Caz1sT. Is this knowledge by this 
revelation all that is neceffary to ſalvation? No: perſons may attain a notion of 
theſe things in the head, and underſtand ſomewhat of them, and yet the heart be 
without precious faith in, and peculiar appropriation of, CyurisT, deſtitute of the 
love of Cu IS, and of any faving hope in him. Profeſſor, look well to it: many 
have ſaid, Lon p, Los p, and have heard CHRIS preached in the ſtreets, who little 
expected to meet with this rebuff from him, I know not whence ye are; depart, 
« ye workers of iniquity; many heard the gofpel preached in Theſſalonica, but they 


alone were bleſſed, to whom it came © with power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in 
& much aſſurance.” 


MARCH 30. 89 


's „ reveal his Son in me, Gat. 1. 16, 


ROM hence begins ſpiritual life, a life from God, in Gov, with 
God, and to Gop. The chief glory of our ſouls is the revealin 
of Cusis r in us. O forthe reviving comfort of this, while we confider 
it. To reveal CanztisT in us, is to make ſuch a clear diſcovery of the 
matchleſs charms, and ineſtimable glory of his perſon to our ſouls, 
which we never ſaw before ; ſo that our hearts are enamoured with 
him; we chooſe him, love him, delight in him, and cleave to him in 
all his offices and characters. For by the eye of our ſoul we behold his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth, to us miſerable ſinners ; hence he is the one beloved of our ſouls. 


| Without this revelation of Jesvs CarisT in us, alas! what is all ex- 


_ ternal profeſſion ? no more than mere talk, dry formality, and heavy 

drudgery. O my ſoul, O my dear friends, be not content to live 
without a conſtant revelation of Cizsr to your ſouls. This makes 
the conſcience peaceful, the heart happy, and the ſoul joyful. This in- 
ſpires love, ſubdues luſt, captivates the affections, makes the whole 
man happy in Gop, and creates heaven in the ſoul, If CnRIs r is 
within in the heart, all will be right and well without in the life. IF 
you believe in Car1sT as revealed in the word, this bleſſed promiſe is 
for you; I wall manifeſt * unto him,“ Jonx xiv. 21. 


Rs "ARCH Jr. 


The Blood of Jxsus CarisT cleanſeth us from all fin, 1 Joan i. 7. 
.HATEVER we do of ourſelves, in anſwer to our convictions, 
is a covering, not a cleanſing: and if we die in this condition, 
unwaſhed, uncleanſed, unpurified, it is utterly impoſſible that we ſhould 
be admitted into the bleſſed preſence of the holy Gop, Rev. xxi. 27. 
Let no man deceive you with vain words. It is not the doing a few good + 


works, it is not an outward profeſſion of religion, that will give you an 
_ acceſs with joy unto Gob. Unleſs you are waſhed by the Spirit of Goo, 
and in the blood of Cauntsr, from the pollution of your nature, and from 


your actual tranſgreſſions, you ſhall not inherit the kingdom of Goo, 


1 Cor. vi. 9g—11. Yea, you will be an horrible ſpectacle unto ſaints and 


angels, to yourſelves, and to one another, when the ſhame of your na- 
kedneſs ſhall. be made to appear. If therefore you would not perifh, 
and that eternally ; if you would not periſh, as baſe, defiled creatures, 


an abhorring uato all fleſh, then, when your pride, and your wealth, and 
_ your beauty, and your ornaments, and your duties, will ſtand you in no 


ſtead; look out betimes after that only way of purifying and cleanſing 
your ſouls, which Gop hath ordained, ©* Without ſhedding of blood 


there is no remiſſion, Hes. ix. 22. The blood of Jesus CHRIST 


« cleanſeth from all fin.” Ve were redeemed not with corruptible 
* things—but with the precious blood of CurisT, as of a lamb with- 
* out blemiſh and without ſpot,” 1 Per. i. 18, 19. „ 


PCI n 


1a Jet my bow in the cloud, and it ſhall be for a token of a covenant be- 
| raven me and the earth, GEN. ix. 13. 


FF HE rainbow is a token of the covenant of preſervation made with 
I Noah, and with all the creatures of the earth; it is table and 
ſure: it may be confidered alfo as an emblem of the covenant of grace, 
Is A. hv. 9, 46. or rather, it may be an emblem of Carisr himſelf, 
Rev. x. 1. as appears in many particulars. The rainbow appears then 
when the clouds are moſt diſpoſed to wet, and returns after the rain; 
when we are afraid of the rain's prevailing, then Gop ſhews this ſeal 
of his promiſe that it ſhall not prevail; thus Gop obviates our fears 
when we weep for fin, and are afraid of a flood of wrath, by remem- 
bering the covenant of grace eſtabliſhed in Jesvs. The thicker the 
cloud, afterwards the brighter the bow in the cloud; ſo when afflic- 
tions abound, conſolations do much more abound. —The bow appears 
when one part of the ſky is clear, which intimates mercy remem 
in the midft of wrath.— The rainbow is cauſed by the reflection of the 
beams of the ſun, ſo all the glory of the covenant of grace and the ſig- 
nificancy of the ſeals, are derived from Cas r the ſun of righteouſ- 
neſs.— The bow ſpeaks terror; but this is without firing or arrow, is 
directed upwards, and not to the earth. Gop looks upon the bow to re- 
member his covenant; ſo ſhould we, that we may be mindful of the 
covenant of grace with faith and chankfulneſs. 93 


% 
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Go forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the . of our - had Je sus 
 CnnrsT, by whom the world is TRI unto me AA 7. unto the world, 
"ſs W. „ 


True believer has de to glory in but Canisr only. Even 


ws cry out, Load, enter not into judgment.” And well he may; for 
the ground of our glory, comfort, and ſalvation, is not in works, but in 
CuntsrT, and the free grace of Gop ; who for his Son's ſake lays no- 
thing to our charge, but richly and daily covers and pardons all our ini- | 
quities. And thus we may always be preſerved in true and ſolid peace ; 
for the croſs of CHRIST 1 is a true, ſolid, and immoveable foundation. 


When I ſurvey the woud'rous croſs, | His dying crimſon, like a robe, 
On which the Prince of glory dy'd, | Spreads o'er his body on the tree; 
My richeſt gain I count but lofs, | Then I am dead to all the globe, 

| And pour contempt on all my pride. | eater rho, eee 


Forbid it, Lon v, that I ſhould boaſt, | Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
Save in the death of CHS my Gov; | That were a preſent far too ſmall: 
All the yain things that charm me mod, Love ſo amazing, ſo divine, 

1 ſacrifice them to his blood. Demands my ſoul, my life, my All, 


in his very beſt performances he will be often deeply humbled, 


x—Prifying their hearts by faith, ACTs xv. g. 
Y faith in the Son of Gop we get an intereſt in his great and glori- 
ous ſalvation ; we are juſtified by faith; we have peace with Gop 
by faith; this is an excellent grace, which brings us out of a ſtate of 
ſlavery and fin, into the liberty of the ſons and daughters of Gop, and 
will iſſue in everlaſting ſalvation. Faith purifies the heart of man, 
naturally vicious, and 1s the root of holineſs, Now, reader, examine 
_ yourſelf whether you be in the faith ; try the tree by its fruits; aſk 
yourſelf theſe queſtions: Has my faith a purifying influence. on my 
heart? Does the view of CnRIST dying for my fins make me die un- 
to them? Has my faith in CarisT, as wounded for my tranſgreflions, 
and bruiſed for my iniquities, made me bitterly lament them, ſincerely 
hate them, and vow to be the death of every one of them ? Though 
there may be ftill much fin in me, is there none allowed? Is there 
none, no not one, no not that ſin which does moſt eafily beſet me, 
which 1 defire to be ſpared and excuſed in? Do I rather look upon all 
fin as the enemy of Cxz1sT and my own ſoul, and as ſuch, do I hate it 
with a perfect hatred? Am I praying fervently for divine grace to ſab- 
due it; and in the ſtrength of that grace, do I maintain a conſtant and 
vigorous war with it, determined never to give it any reſt in my heart, 
never to ceaſe my conflict with it till I have gained the compleat and 
everlaſting victory? FW 225 GEE 
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5 APY 4. 
He foall cauſe them that come of Jacob to take root. 1/rael ſhall bloſſom and 
| bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit, Is a. xxvii. 6- They ſhall 
again take root downward, and bear fruit upward, chap. xxxvii. 31. 
E bey ſhall bring forth fruit in old age : they ſhall be 2 and flouriſhing, 
PsAL. xcii. 14, 15. Her leaf ſhall be green, and ſhall not be careful in the 
Dear drought, neither Sall ceaſe from yielding fruit, IR. xvii. 8. 


4 | RUE evangelical chriftians look upon themſelves as the moft bar- 


ten trees, ever crying out, O my teanneſs * my leannefs l“ Even 
before the judgment-ſeat of Carrsr they know of no fruits, Marr. 
XXVv. 37—39. The reafon is, they are poor in ſpirit, and are not pleaſ- 
ed with their fruits, but only with Cäxisr. O Lokp, grant that I 
may deſire earneſtly and fervently to bring forth more fruits; and that 
I may grow in fruitfulneſs as I grew in years; ſo as to be ever green, 
and never ceaſing from yielding fruits in my old age, fruits which may 


laſt to all eternity. ES. | 
Lon p, *tis a pleaſant thing to ſtand |} Time, that doth all things elſe impair, 
In gardens planted by thy hand; Still makes them flouriſh ſtrong and fair, 


Let me within thy courts be ſeen, 
Like a young cedar freſh and green. | Laden with fruits of age, they ſhew 


| ; / The Loxd is holy, juſt and true; 
There grow thy ſaints in faith and love, 


None that attend his gates ſhall find 
Bleft with thy influence from above; | A Gop unfaithful or unkind, 


. 95 
The breaker is come up before them; they have broken up, and have paſfſid 
through the gate: and their King (as the author and finiſher of faith) 
ſhall paſs before them, and the Lon b on the head of them, Mica ii. 13. 
Be of good cbear, I have overcome the world, Joan xvi. 33. HEB. xii. 1,2. 


CO OMETIMES the enemy ſeems to get an advantage over us, but the 
0 battle is not over yet. At laſt thou ſhalt have the victory, and 
carry the day for all that. In hard ſtruggles remember the power of 
Car1sT, who in his reſurrection broke through every thing. With him 
thou canſt alſo break through, and be more than conqueror. Yea, in 
every conflict thou canſt be ſure of the victory beforehand ; for his vic- 
tory is thy victory alſo. It is as impoſſible for thine enemies to keep 
thee always in bonds and ſubjection, as impoſſible as it was that Cn ls 
could be kept in the grave by the ſtone, ſeal, and keepers. Nay, the 
greater their force is, the more glorious will be the victory. 
Hoſanna to our conqu' ring King! Hoſanna to our conqu' ring King! 
The prince of darkneſs flies; All hail, incarnate Love! | 
His troops ruſh headlong down to hell, | Ten thouſand ſongs and glories wait 


Like lightning from the ſkies. To crown thy head above. 
There bound in chains the lions rore; {| Thy vict'rĩes and thy deathleſs fame 
And fright the reſcu'd ſheep; [ Thro' the wide world ſhall run, 
But heavy bars confine their pow'r And everlaſting ages ſing 

And malies to the deep, 


The triumphs thou haſt won. 


10 


Brethren, I count not myſelf to have ap landed) ; But this one thing I do, 
forgetting tbaſe things which are behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe 
things which are before, 4 preſs tewards the mark, for the prize of the 
bigh calling of God in CHRIS Jaws, PHIL, 1 iii. 13, 14. 


IS is the declaration of the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, a man of the richeſt 
experience in the things of Goo ; he is ſtill ſtretching every power, exert- 
ing every nerve in the purſuit of his final happineſs. And whoever engages in 
thoſe difficult paths, muſt keep in perpetual motion; there is no ſtopping without 
loſing ground. He muſt conſider, that if his undertaking be glorious, it is alſo 
Iaborious; that he has a ſtrong tide to ſtem, which, if he does not keep reſolute - 
Iy advancing, will inevitably bear him down the ſtream. Paſt experiences may 
encourage him, but muſt not make him ſecure; if the difficulties to be overcome 
be great, let him remember the prize, of his high calling exceeds all value. He 
therefore whoſe noble ambition puſhes him on in the purſuit of wiſdom and vir - 
tue, muſt not be diſcouraged at their amazing height; nor muſt he think to reſt 
upon the ſteep aſcent of thoſe aſpiring mountains, which hide their lofty tops in 
heaven; whither we muſt climb before we can reach them, ſecurely to fit down 
and enjoy eternal happineſs and repofe. O Lox, thou haft ſaid, © They that wait 
< on thee, ſhall renew their ſtrength ; they ſhall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they ſhall run and not be weary, they ſhall walk and net faint; 1 deliere of 
word, let it be fulfilled in me. Amen. = 
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Lit your moderation be Inown unto all men, Pant. iv, g. For Chari, 
that in love, edifierh, I Cor. viii. 1. 


F thou rebukeſt othets, and wouldeſt have them to be like thee, 

thou oughteſt to examine thyſelf firſt, whether it flows from a blind 
party-zeal, impatience, and ſelf-will, or from a true principle of love; 
and whether thou art alſo much in prayer for them, both before and 
after. Who lays the long-ſufferings of God truly to heart, and conſi- 
ders how gently he has treated him, and ill. treats him, like the weak- 
eſt child, muſt needs be moderate alſo towards all men, and think, 
* If no body would bear with others, ſurely I muſt.” Lonp! give me 
the right ſpirit of meekneſs, to ſhew all lenity to my fellow-chriſtians, 


Watch o'er my lips, and guard aw Kea; Their gentle words, like alin hed, 
_ ev'ry _ and heedleſs word; | Shall never bruiſe but cheer my head. 

or let my incline to tread When I behold them preſt with grief 
The guilty. path where ſinners lead. Tu cry to heav'n for their relief; . 
O may the righteous,. when I ftray, And by my warm 


petitions prove 
1 and ne — ey! 4 How much 1 Ines, 
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Dag thau my tears into thy bottle ; are they not in * book ? Psarn Vi. 9 

Divine anſwer ; They. that ſow in tears, ſhall reap in joy. He that goes 
forth weeping. beari ng precious /eed, ſhall 4 come again with re- 
nn. bringing hi 's ion: with bim, PS ALM CXxVI. 55 6. 


> 


IF thou canſt reap yet, and ſing the hymns of joy and triumph, re- 

member that this beJoogs more to the future, than to this preſent 
world. Here ſorrow ayd faith, can be united. Thine enemies have not 

leſt and given thee over yet. There is no retreat from the field of battle 
before the hour of death. Let this be a check to. thine 1 impatient heart. 
But thou muſt be bumbled under the ſenſe of thy miſery, ſo as to ſigh, 
groan, and weep very often: conſider that this is the very ſeed for eter= 


nity. Not a * 1 tear ad groan will be * They a are all in the 


T9 


7 


Gov countethe * 8h of his ſaints, - 


_—_— YE aa, 


[Make drops of faored forrow i | 
Their groans affect his ears; l To rivers of delightÞ : + 
He has a book for their complaints, Let thoſe that ſow in ſadneſs wait” » 


| A bottle:for: their tears. | Tini the fair harveſt c ß 


The Lox can cleas the darkeſt ſkies, | They ſhall confeſs their ſheaves are great, 
Can give us * * * And ſhout the bleſſings home. 


—_ 
* 
' — as 


e 6 TT ne 
7 be Logd' hath beard my ſuppBeation, the Lous evill receive my prayer. 


The LoxpD alſo will be a "ood for the oppreſſed, a refuge in times of 
trouble © And they that tube thy name will put their truft in thee ; for 
thou, Lord, haſt not forfakon tbem that ſeth thee. © For. the needy ſhall 
nat alabays be forgottim; the expettation ee Aman ia 
ever, 2 vi. 10. Pau! Ix. 10, 11, 79. 1 


HOEVER would receive cnmcbert from theſ: words, muſt vr * : 
: ſenſible: of his poverty and. miſery, and ſhew it by confeſſing his 
fins, and feeling nothing 1 in himſelf but indigence and unworthineſs ; he 
mutt come with all his poverty to the rich Saviour, and firſt aſk his ſor - 
giveneſs. The Lonb will ſupply all his wante however great his po- 
verty and miſery may be, and him, eſpecially in time of need. 
And he will not forſake or et him; he may hope in him, and 
hope for the beſt from him; , for a ſuſpicious heart always apprehends 
the worſt; neither his hope, nar his prayer, nor even à ſigh will be 
— O . Gon, | rant me faith, that I may ſay; the Laan heareth my 


Di zecviveth my A ny Praiſed be Qop,; — 4 
9 not _— er, nbr turn 


pom wee me, 
bar "np prove, and —_ 
vg gutt 0 
a Wour — 1 mr ay 


* 
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Lead us not into temptation, Marr. vi. 13 3 anſwer; Gon 1 
Faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted above what ye are able, but 
ewill qvith the temptation alſo make a way to e/cape, that ye may be able 
to bear it, 1 Con. x. 13. PsALM xvii. 2. 

"HE nearer to heaven, the higher the mountains, the deeper the 
valleys, and the ſharper the conflicts. But be not diſcouraged ! 

it is only for the trial of our faith. Gop gives alſo more ſtrength, car- 
yieth us through all, as he has done from the beginning, and ſuffers 
none to be aſſlamed who truſt in him. Sometimes we may ſcem to be 
tempted above meaſure, and are afraid of being Flag ns uf but far 
from it, it is quite impoſſible we ſhould. Here thou haſt the plain words 
of the Lond. Take hold on them, and wait his time; for © fince the 
world ftands, none has been confounded in any thing who has waited 
for his pomiſe; and furely he will not make thee the firſt inſtance of 
the failure of his word; by no means, Pair. i. 10. Isaz. liv. 10. 


% Rather ſhall the mountains depart, and 3 munen fps 


_ «the Lond, that hath mercy on thee. “. O you £ 
Our Gov, how firm his promi ſe ſtands, Thy God i is faiekfubts his fans, 
Ev'n when he hides: his face! r 10. 
Ne truſts in our Redeemer s hands, 


Beneath his (miles p 
His glory and his grace. 91 ed oe eav 1 
Then why, m e e r is name for. grace receiv? 
Sings Casler we are ns 5 W t the ran. 


0 ſatisfy us early wwith thy mercy, PSALM xc. 14.—Gon's anſwer ; Open 


FN Soul! keep cloſe to the goſpel ; there is the fulneſs here ſpoken of: food and 
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thy mouth wide, and I will fill it, PDs Alu Ixxxi. 10. For, my people 
ſhall be ſatisfied with my goodneſ;, IRR. xxxi. 14. The river of God 

is full of water, PALM Ixv. 9. With zoy ſhall ye draw water out of 
| the wells of ſakuation, Is AI. xii. 13. This is the fountain opened for fin 


raiment, and every thing in plenty. Let not the Jaw hinder thee from eat - 
ing, drinking, rejoicing, and adorning thyſelf, Is ar. Iv. 1==3, 10-12. The law, 


as one juſtly obſerves, brings in a great bill, but nothing wherewith to diſcharge it. 
It ſets the ſoul a working, but ſo as to negle@ the proper nouriſhment neceſſary 
| for it. No wonder therefore, that ſhe is deſtitute of ſufficient ſtrength ; that ſhe 
faints and never comes to the right mark. Therg js no ſuch thing as making 


amends by the law : We muſt go directly to Cuz 15T, and receive firſt the grace and 


Arength required, out of his fulneſs by faith. 


Let ev'ry mortal ear attend, | Dear Gov l the treaſures of thy love 
And ev'ry heart rejoice; id Are everlaſting mines; 

The trumpet of the goſpel ſounds Deep as our helpleſs miſeries are, 
With an inviting voice. + 1 And boundleſs as our fins. 

Rivers of love and mercy here The happy gates of goſpel grace 

In a rich ocean join ; | S Stand open night and day; 

Salvation in abundance flows, Lon p, we are come to ſeck ſu 7 
Like floods of milk and wine, I And drive our wants away, _. 
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Fear not, daughter of Zion, Jonn xii. 16. d and re ice and oat, 0 
daughter of Jeruſalem, behold thy king 2 2 4 ; tes is juſt 251 ba- 
.. ing ſalvation, ZECH. ix. 9. For the Log bas taken away thy judg- - 
ments, be has caſt * thine : The king of Iſrael, even the Logo, 
it in the midi 2 erben „ ZEPH. iii. 15. 
Behold they fb | ferely gather together, but not by me : whoſoever ſpall 
' 22 ade thee ſpall fall for thy ſake, Is ar. liv. 15. Let them return 
Anto thee, but returi not thou unto them, Jes. xv. 9. 


OW ſtrong ſoever thine inward enemies, thy corruptions, may he - 
| now, fear not, and be not diſcouraged. So moch the more, ſaith 
faith, thy King is bound by his office, love, and promiſe; to help and aſſiſt 


thee with firength to overcome : and thus ſhall even the hardſhips ofa 


chriſtian Arne ty, together for his good in this world, according to the 
promiſe, and brighten his'crown of glory in the world to come. O Lozp, 
grant that I may 1 always faithful and reſolute enough not to ſpend 
needleſely too much time in one conflict, but directly putting on the 
armour of faith, I may ſoon conquer, preſs forward, and experience thee 
every hour as a mighty King and Saviour. 
My Lord, my Conqu'ror, and my King,' | Great Prophet, let me bleſs thy name; 
Thy ſceptre and thy ſword I ang; 3 By thee the joyful tidings came, 


Thine is the vict ry, and I fit Of wrath appeas d, of fins forgiv' n, 
A joyful ſubject at thy feet. Of hell ſubdu' d, and peace with beav'n. 


Ir. 
Then ſalt mot be afraid of them, but 22 cell remember abbar the Lon 
thy Gop did unto Pharavh, and unto all Egypt, Dxur. vii. 18. Be ye 
rot terrified becanſe of them, for the Loup your God it be that | goes 
with you, to fight for you againſt your enemiet, to ſave you, Chap. xx. 4 4» 
 Hitherto ſhalt thou come, and no > cant, and here fl 0 N Waves | 
be flayed, Jos æxxviii. 11. g 


\ 


HE aſſaults of original fin will ever return; a we FEI not be 
ſurprized, when one conflict is over, that another ariſes, This 
conteſt is unavoidable, for the enemy is within us. It makes us more 
careful and humble to know this, than if we believe that we had only to 

encounter with ſin from without, and not from within: and if we de- 
ſire to feel leſs evil in us than God ſuffers us to have; we may look to it, 
whether it proceeds not ſometimes from pride and impatience, that we 
wiſh to get rid of the trouble of ſtrivin aways againſt fin ; whereas it 
ſhould be enough for us that Goo ſuffers it, xs it not to our charge, 
and carries us through all N 


o 


Let the redeemed of the Lon dp | He feeds and clothes us all the way; 

The wonders. of his grace record ; | He guides our footſteps left we ſtray ; 

Iſrael, the nation whom he choſe, I He guards us with a * rful hand, 
And reſcu'd from their mighty foes. | And brings us to 15 eàv'nly land. * 


— 
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Vevily thou art a Gov that bideft thyſelf, O Gov of Iſrael the Saviour, 
Is AI. xlv. 15. All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth, PSALM 
xxv. 10. The Lord of hoſts is wonderful in counſel, and excellent in 


evorking, Is Al. XXVIll. 29. 


ob is wonderful in all his doings, his ways are paſt finding out; 
Tat the end we can ſee beſt what wiſe and gracious Reps he took 


with us. Therefore when things take ſuch a wonderful turn that we are 


uite at our wits end, and do not know which way to go, we may believe 


che hand of the Loxp is in it, and ſome good will come of it at laſt. As 


we experience the name of CugisT to be wonderful at ſuch times, we 
may well expect that he will ſhew himſelf to be our counſellor and mighty 
Gop alſo. At firſt every thing may ſeem to be againſt us, a go 
uite contrary ; but at laſt we ſee plainly, that it was highly needful it 
ould go contrary to our corrupt nature, and that thus it went well. 


For though the ways of Gov are marvellous, yet they are glorious. | 


Great Gov, I would not aſk to ſee / Enovgh for me, if love divine 5 
What in fyturity ſhall be; : At length thro' ev'ry cloud ſhall ſhine. 
If light and bliſs attend my days, Yet this my ſoul defires to know, 
Then let my future hours be praife. | Be this my only wiſh below; 
Ts darkneſs and diſtreſs my ſhare ? That Chriſt is mine] this great requeſt, 

Then let me truſt thy guardian care; | Grant, bounteous Gop—and I am bleſt. 


. * 


Remember che 1 to * it 8 7 a in the Spirit on «the 


 Load's day, ExoD. xx. 8. Rev. i. 10. 


| EADER, I know not who, or what thou art, but may the Gov of all grace 
bleſs this meditation to thy ſoul ! Perhaps thou art a careleſs finger, who to 
this day haſt trifled with ſabbaths ; how awful to have this added to thy other fins, - 
to anfwer for at the bar of Ius thy judge! O cry to the Lon to be in the Spirit 
on his day; then wilt thou ſee and feel thy malady ; look to Ixus for pardon, an 
ſabbath- days will becpme precious to thy ſoul ; perhaps thou art the ſelf-righteous 
Pharifee, punctual in external ſervices, ſo far is praiſe-yorthy ; 3 but awful is thy 
| miſtake, if thou makeſt any external ſerviee the ground of th dow cap 6 elpe- . 
, cially as the language of the day is, In the Lon haye righteouſneſs * 
< ſtrength; and ſo wilt thou ſay if in the Spirit. 
Or thou mayeſt have been a ſplendid profeſſor, but now 2 grievous backſlider; 
' © may thou be . in the Spirit on the Lox »'s day,” then wilt thou look to Gov _ 
for pardon, to Jesvs for freſh ſprinklings of his blood, and * for his 
| quickening influences. 

If thou art a believer under ſharp trials, mayſt thou be in the Spirit, theo when | 
tribulations abound, conſolations will abound alſo. If thou art a believer walking 
cloſe with Gop, rich in knowledge and experience, thou wilt wiſh to be in the Spirit, 
that grace may be magnified, Ixsus more loved, and his name more honoured. 

Reader, whatever thou art, whether maſter or ſervant, parent or child, if thou 
| wiſheſt to be in the Spirit, and wouldeſt have thy temporat and ſpiritual conoorns 

ac make conſcience of . the ſabbath-day holy. 


every hour. Thus nothing can be 
him. Delays we muſt expect, but all ſhall be made up with ſo much 
the larger gifts, in due time, though the beſt will be reſerved for a bliſs- 


And ſhew my name upon his heart; 


| His book of life contains my name: 
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Remember me, O my Gov, for yood, Nn. viii. 31.—Divine anfwer; I. 


Ephraim my dear ſon? is be à pleaſant child? For fince I ſpake againſt 
bim, I do earneſily remember him ſtill; therefore my bowels are troubled 
for him : I will ſurely have mercy upon bim, IER. xxxi. 29. A book of 
. remembrance was written b. fore him, for them that feared the Lord, 


and that thought upon his name, MAL. iii. 16, 17, 18. I know the. 


thoughts which I have towards you, IRR. xxix. 11. 


As S foon as T appear with my prayets before the Loxy, he writes all 
I my petitions upon his book of remembrance. Should I not pray 
much!? Yes, O Logp; and though I have many Things already upon 


thy book, yet will I give thee occaſion to write down more and more 
forgotten. All will be granted by 


ful eternity. SOT | 
Now let the Lox D my Saviour ſmile, | I'd rather have it there impreſs'd, 
Than in the bright records of fame. 

I would forget my pains awhile, 41 Wh | . 

s 6 en the vaſt fire burns all things here, 
And in the pleaſure loſe the ſmart. . Thoſe letters ſhall ſecutely ftand, 
My name is printed on his breaſt; And in the Lamb's fair book appear, 
| Writ by th' eternal Father's hand. 


Hed in this mountain ſhall the Logd e of hoſts vile x anto all people a fra of 
fat things, a feaft of twines on the lee, of fat — full of marrow, of 
WINES on the lees well refined, ISAIAH XXV. 6. 


N eaſt ĩ imports plenty, harmony, and joy. 1 feaſts 1 were ap- 
2 pointed under the law, in commemoration of various deliveran- 
des and mercies. , The goſpel inſtitutes one great tual feſtival, in 
conſequence of the one grand blefling, which comprekends all other 
mercies, Redemption by the blood of Tarisr.” The table is always 
ſpread, the company are always welcome, the ſeaſon is always pleaſant, 
and the joy is always new. . Lozp, I once was feeding upon hbuſks, 
upon aſhes, upon the wind, and drinking down iniquity like water; 
but, O wonderful love, thou didſt invite and bting me to thine own 
feaſt. Thou feedeſt me with the bread of life, and cauſeſt me to drink 
of the wine of thy conſolation, May I never more have an appetite for 
6 the vanities of the world. 


Wh wis I NPY to hear thy voice, | Twas the ſame love that made the feaſts 
And enter while there's room; That ſweetly forc'd us in; 

hen thouſands make a wretched choice | Elfe we had ſtill refus'd to taſte, 
And rather karte than come ? Ty . 


108 1 


Aud be believed in the Los b, and he counted it to him righteoufuts 
| Genests xv. 6. 


| 7 is no uncommon ching in ſcripture | to put the act for the objec ect, eſpecially 
with regard to faith and hope. Thus hope fignifies the object of hope, Jus. 
_ xiv. 3. x Tim. i. 1. Hz». vi. 18. And faith is often put for the object, or doc- 
trine of faith, or that which is believed in; as when it is ſaid, Paul preached the 
faith which once he deſtroyed ; and Felix heard him concerning the faith of Cu 18; 
and when the ſcripture ſpeaks of keeping, and contending for the faith, and holding 
the myſtery of the faith, and the like. Thus when Abraham is ſaid to believe in the 
Lon p, the meaning is, he believed in the promiſe of Gov, that he ſhould have a 
ſeed, and a very numerous one; he believed that the Meſſiah would ſpring from his 
| feed}; he believed in him as his Saviour and Redeemer ; he believed in him for righ- 
teouſneſs ; and he believed in his righteonſneſa as juſtifying him before Gop: It 
was not the act oc his faith, but the object of it; not the promiſe he believed, hut 
what was promiſed, and his faith received even Can1sT. and his righteouſneſs ; 
fee this explained fully in Rom. iv. verſes 3, 10, 22, 23, 24+ 
Reader, mark well how Abraham was juſtified before God, not by faith as a 
work, but as apprehending Cnx1s r; and follow this example of the father of the 
faithful. It is by faith in Jzsus CxnrsT alone that we can be juſtified before 
Gop; by faith all the Old Teſtament ſaints were juſtified, as well as the New; 
that this diſtinguiſhes the Chriſtian religion from all ſyſtems of morality, and to 
err in this, is to err in the fundamentals of chriſtianity. 


r 
Fe ann d of me, Luxx xxii. 19. 


O my ſoul, obey thy dyi ying Lönp's command; let it be fy 
f delight, as it is thy privilege, to attend thy maſter at table, to 
take a nearer view of his bleeding love, and, by a renewed act of faith, 
to ſecure to thyſelf the precious benefits contained therein. Stagger not 
through unbelief; it is a bleſſed truth, las us died for ſinners ; this 
7s he foundation of a. finner's hope: let this encou thee, O my 
ſoul; thou art a ſinner guilty and defiled ;. Jesv's blood cleanſes from 
all fin; ; he is the fountain opened for thy uncleanneſs; thou art by 
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nature a child of wrath, condemned by the law, e expoſed to the curſe; 


Jesus was made a curſe for thee, and thou art become a child of grace; 
thou art uurighteons, unholy, J=$vs is made of God unto thee righte- 
ouſneſs and ſandtification ; thou art weak, beſet with enemies, his 
ſtrength ſhall be in thy weakneſs, and thou ſhalt be more than 
conqueror through him that loved thee ; thou art afraid of [evil at 

che kal, look to Issus, he purchaſed thee with his blood, will not 
gi thee up, none can pluck thee out of his hand. 


Riſe then, O my ſoul, and come to the banquet of love, and partake of the 
bleſſings of the everlaſting covenant x, he will manifeſt his love, will ſeal thy pardon, 
renew thy ſtrength, and enable thee to travel the. remaining part of thy pilgrimage, 
till thou come to mount a and W . 3 


ſu pper in heaven. 
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IJ write unto you, little children, becauſe your Ms are at you for his 
name i ſake; I write unto yoy, fathers, becauſe ye have known him that | 


i from the beginning; Tavrite unto you, young men, becauſe ye have over. 
come the wicked one, 1 Ion ii. 12, 13. 


OD hath ſaints of ſeveral degrees and ſizes, and ſomè of them have more com · 
munion with him than others; from among the multitude he choſe twelve 
to he with him; from among the twelve he choſe three, 8 ames, and John, 
who were of the privy council; from among the three he e out John as his 
peculiar. darling, and boſom favourite, of whom it is ſaid five times in St; John's 
ſpel, that © he was the diſciple whom Ixsus loved.” So now at this day, Goo 
Path hr his babes, who live upon milk, and nothing elſe; “ his children, who know 
their Father, and are affured of his love; ; dis young men, who go out to war; 
and the « fathers i in Iſrael,” whoſe grey-headed experience ; and wit dom abounds ; 
for they knew him from the beginning, and they remembered his words. 'It is a great 
mercy to be one of God's little ones, yea, the leaſt of all; to be a ftar, though 
not of the firſt magnitude; to be a diſciple, though not a John, not one of the 
three, nor one of the twelve, nor one of the ſeventy., But to be a John, a darling, 
and to lean on his breaſt, to lie in his boſom, O how gteat a mercy! It is a mercy 
to be new-born, to be taken into the family of Gop; and Houſehold of faith; but to 
grow up to a perfect ſtature, to be a man in CizrsT-Jzsvs, O, how great a 


merey! Lon p, thou knoweſt der deſire, perfect that Which concerns * A 
yea that which concerns all. they 


P ET EN 

It doth not yet appear © A F We would no longer ile 
Ho great we muſt be made; ike ſaves keneark the . - 

Phe when' wefſee our Saviour kde: faith mall abbk father 8 


We ſha] be like our head. N And thou the kindfed\ 
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Tak nou thy ſon, thine only fon Iaac, whom thou lowep, 1 
into the land of 1 Moriah, and offer him there | for a eu. Gun 1 
3 


BRAHAM defired earneſtly to ſee into the myſtery of the redemption ; we 
| Gos to inſtruct him in the beſt manner humanity is 232 of receiving in- 
Kruction, in the infinite extent of divine goodneſs to m „ who ſpared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, let Abraham feel, by experience. 
That it was to loſe a beloved fon; Take now thy fon, thineonly ſon, thine Iſaac, 
_ the ſtaff of thine age, the hope of thy family; ; none elſe do I require, and offer hin 
up for 2 burnt · offering; ; and in this tranſaction ſee my love to ſinners, when 1 
ive up mine only Son Ixsvs, a ſacrifice for them. Abrabam obeyed, he virtu- 
ally ſacrificed his ſon; a ram was ſubſtituted in his place, and bleſſings are poured 
upon the faithful patriarch. In the whole ſtory we have a lively type of greater 
things. We have ſeen the day when Gop fpared not his on Son, when he was 
bound with cords, when he bore his croſs, and on this mountain, probably on this 
very ſpot, was offered up an offering for: fin ; when be, triumphant over the grave, 
roſe again to live for evermore, and ſees the ſeed of his redeemed people, whom no 
man can number, and whoſe poſſeſſions are the glories of heaven and eternity. 


And now, my ſoul, meditate on theſe things. Art. thou a ſon of Abraham! IF 

there in thine heart a darling fin? dtaw forth the knife and ſmite it to the heart. 
Hath Gop not ſpared his Son for me, and ſhall Ifpare what he commands me to 

ſacrifice? No, gracious Saviour, no. Help me to be faithful, to, keep back nothi; 8 

from thee; ſearch the ground of my heart; when thou haſt tried me, crown t 

faith thou haſt beſtowed, and the obedience thou haſt wrought, with that unfating 
glory thou haft' promiſed to them ** art 2 unto death. | 
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God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith be lowed ut, eben 

. avhen ce were dead in fins, has quickened us together with CHRIST, (by 

grace ye are faved:) and has raiſed us up together, and made us fit to- 
gether in heavenly places in Calis r Jesus, Ern. ii. 46. 

.F NHRIST being our head, we, who are bis members, are together 

with him dead, buried, raiſed up, and ſeated in heavenly places; 


for he is the new Adam, and has done all theſe things as our tepreſen- : 


tative, in our ſtead, and for our good. Thus have I ſuffered in thee, 
O my glorious head, for all my fins already; I am diſcharged, I have 
no puniſhment to fear any more, reſpecting the guilt and curſe of ſin. 
Thou haft fully anſwered the charge againſt me, ſatisfied the infinite ju- 
| Nice of God for me; and it is impoſſible with his equity and love to 
require a double payment of my debts. Conſequently I die no more, 


fince thou canſt die no more; nay, I live already, and have my place 


with thee Gay heaven, ſince the head cannot nor will never 
art even with t embers, but influence and draw 


| the weakeſt of his m 
them after him wherever he goes. 5 | 
O Lon p, we praiſe thee for thy Son, J And by one man's obedience now 


Who join'd our nature to his own : Are all his feed made righteous too. 
Adam the ſecond from the duſt © I Where fin did reign and death abound, 
- Raiſes the ruins of the firſt, I There have the ſons of Adam, found 


By the rebellion of one man i 
Thro' all the ſeed the miſchief tan; 


|  Abounding life; there glorious grace 
Re:gns thro" the Lord ohr righteouſneſs: 
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| Gov has made him to be fin for us who knew no fin, that aue might be made 

the righteoufne/s 1 God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. Bat to him that 
avorketh not, but believeth on him that juſtifies the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteouſne/s, Rom. iv. 5. 3 5 


| F are very ſweet and precious words to thoſe who look upon their own. 
; beſt virtues and performances by nature as finful, and upon their beſt con- 

dition by grace, as extremely weak and imperfet. How comfortable a thing is the 
Juſtification of the ungodly by faith,-when the ſoul is firſt ſtript quite naked before 
God, and thoroughly convinced of her wickedneſs and weakneſs. This a 
moral and legal man does not meddle with, he pretends to make amends for 
former fins, by altering his courſe, and doing better works ; but this is not making 

amends at all, fince we are but unprofitable ſervants, and want continually for- 

giveneſs of fin, even when we have done all. We never have any reaſon to juſtify 

. ourſelves before Gop, though we ſhould do ever ſo well, and ſuffer ever ſo inno- 

_ cently in regard to men. For from it there is but one way to be juſtified, and to 
obtain and preſerve the bleſſing of a good conſcience, which is, by humbling and 
confeſſing ourſelves guilty, and looking only for forgiveneſs and righteouſneſs in 

Enis r. Thus we are made by him the righteouſneſs of Gop itſelf. May the 

Lon put us all in this way. | 


— 


No more, my Gos, I boaſt no more {| O may my ſoul be found in him, 

Of all the duties I have done; And of his righteouſreſs partake, 

I quit the hopes I held before, The beſt obedience of my hands 
To truſt the merits of thy Son, I Dares not appear before thy throne; 
Yes, I muſt and will eſteem | But faith can anſwer thy demands, 


All things but loſs fer Ixsos' ſake 1 | | By pleading — my Lon o bas done. 


114 r 
God Bat exalied Chaisr JIxsus with his right band, to by a: Priged 


and a Saviour, for to give ä to Iſrael, and * of fins, 
_ Aers v. 31. 


HINK not, what * haye 1 I to repent? I am no murderer or 
robber; for thou art both. By thy ſins thou haſt murdered the 
Son of Gon, and by thy pride robbed Gop of his own : : therefore, 3 
thy old heart is not changed yet into a new one, and thou feeleſt ſome 
afineſs on account of thine eternal ſalvation, great care is to be 
Een not to miſtake it for temptations of the devil; but believe me, 
that it is the work of Cnnisr, Who awakens thee, offers thee repentance, 
and will make thee quite another man. He ſtands at the door and 
«© knocks ; and if any man will hear bis voice, and open the door, he 
« will come in to him, and ſup with him,” Rev. iii. 20. 


Now Cnz1sT will ev'ry want ſupply, There ſhall his facred Spirit dwell, 
And fill our hearts with peace; And deep engrave his law, 
He gives by cov'nant and by oath } And ev'ry motion of our ſouls 


The riches of his grace. | Tofwift obedience draw. 


That terrors cannot move, 
T hat fears no threat*nings of his wrath, 
Shall be diffoly'd m love, 


And we ſhall render praiſe; 
We the dear people of his love, 


Our heart, that flinty ſtubborn thing, } Thus will he pour ſalvation down, 
| And he our Gop of grace. 
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Gov ir not a Gop of confuſion, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. He bat made every 
' thing beautiful in its ſeaſon. Alſa he has ſet the quorld in their heart, 
fo that no man can find out the <york that Gop makes from the beginning 
to the end, EcCLEs. iii. 11. 


Lond, I am like a little child, knowing er the heginning or 
| end of my ways; but thou being my counſellor, I think it my 
only wiſdom to be adviſed and ruled by thee. O ſhew me then 1 
thy way in all things, even in the leaſt; that I may never miſs td 
thy work in due ſeaſon and due order. Make me ſuch a faith 
| Reward, as not to go one inch from thy will; but on all occaſions to. 
act and ſuffer according to thy good pleaſure. Os 


Whither, O whither ſhould I fly, Which ſhall 1 leave, and which purſue? 
But to my loving Saviour's breaſt | Thou only my adviſer be; 
Secure within thy arms to lie, My Gop, I know not what to do, 


And ſafe beneath thy wings to reſt. But O! mine eyes are fix'd on thee. | 


I have no might t 'oppote the doe; I Fooliſh, and impotent, and blind, 
But everlaſting ſtrength is thine: Lead me a way I haye not known ; ls 
Shew me the way that I ſhould 90, Bring me where I my heav'n may find, 


Shew me the path I ſhould decline, The as 9 n of pra a | 
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| Now he who Pablifbeth ut with you in CnrIST, and hath anvinted us, ir 
Son; 40-0 hath al/ a us, and given us the carne f the Spirit 
in our hearts, 2 Cox, i. 24, 22. Ern. i. 14 


Senſible j joy of faith, and great delight in prayer, are not the 
only evidences of this earneſt and ſealing of the Spirit ; theſe 
— are wanting: but we may know alſo we are ſealed by theſe 
marks, that we receive CHRIST in all his offices ; that we have a ſin- 
Gefire to do only the will of Gos in all thmgs; that we hate fin 
irreconcileably ; ; that we are humbled, convinced, and led into all ne- 
ceſſary truths by the — Theſe are conſtant nn even for _ 
weakeſt. 3 


wen Ss 


1 Aﬀfure my conteience of her part. 
Go mourning all their d In the Redeemer's blood; 
Great Comforter deſcend, And bear thy'witneſs with my mm 
Towne tokens of ty price. | That [am born of Gov. | 
| | Doſt thon not dw in all the ſaints, | Thou art tho earneſt of his love, 
8 | And ſeal the heirs of heay'n® | The pledge of joy to me; 
1 . And thy ſoft wings, celeſtial Dove, | 
1 — ION fortivw n? » 


„„ 7 

God be merciful to me 4 ſinner, LUKE xviii. 13. Look upon my afiflion and 

my pain, and forgive all my fins, PSALM xxv. 18—Divine anſwer; 

The Load is gracious and fult of compaſſion, and of great mercy ; the 

Loup is to all, and bis _—_ mercies are over all his works, PATA 

cxlv. 8, 9. Therefore, my Jon, [ be of A chear 3 thy Ane are anti er 
1 thee, MATT. ix. 2. 8 | 


| USTIFICATION or ande of ans before the cibunal of Gov, 
J and the comfortable aſſurance of it in the heart, do not 
5 together. The ſentence of pardon may be paſſed, and the ſenſe of it 
be wanting for a time, or conſiſt. only in ſome feeble glimpſes now and 
then. The former is done all at once, in the moſt perfect manner; the lat- 
ter is given by degrees, as far as believers are able to receive it: There- 
fore a penitent ſoul muſt converſe much with the goſpel, and pray con- 
; tinually for more light, and a greater degree of faith and Peace. 


O Gov of mercy, hear my call; Shall ſpeak aloud thy righteouſneſs, 
My load of guilt remove; And make thy praiſe my ſong. 
Break down this ſeparating wall, A ſoul oppreſt with fin's deſert 
That bars me from my love. MV Gop will neer defpiſe; 
Give me the preſence of thy grace; | An humble groan, a broken . 
Then my rejoicing tongue Is our beſt ſacrifice, 


# » i 
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Delight thy/el If i in the Lonp, and be fall g ve thee the de VM es of thine bun, 


Ps ALM . 4. 


17 thou aefireſ to delight thyſelf only in the Loo, and art more foli- 

citous for the increaſe of faith, love, and holineſs, than temporal hap- 
pineſs ; and wouldeſt even loſe the latter, provided there was an addi- 
tion to the former; this comes not from nature, but 1s an infallible 
mark of grace and regeneration ; and the Loxp ſhall give thee alſo the 
. defires of Fthine heart, and even more than thou deſireſt. 4 


% Nothing can be more fooliſh, than to harbour one or whore ſecret luſts 
in our hearts, after we have been once awakened, We muſt certainly 
ſuffer for it; our conſcience will check us for it; we cannot enjoy it 

with half the pleaſure as before; our courſe is hindered, and our peace 

diſturbed. How much more prudent and profitable then would it be, to 
ſorſake all and follow Caxisr ſtraight, who can only ſatisfy the deſires 
of our heart! Conſider this, O my ſoul! act the wiſer part; let thy eye 
be ſingle; cleave to him alone, when others, cleaving to the creatures, 
pretend to ſerve two maſters. Thus thou wilt be able to taſte the kiſſes 
of his mouth, and the cryſtal ſtreams of his comfortable and heavenly love. 


Dear Saviour, let thy beauties be And grace command my heart away 
My ſoul's eternal food; 1 From all created good. 


3 1 Tre 


N eal ne, O Loky, and I ſhall be Zealed, jek. xvii. 14 Divi anſwer 3 

Jam the Logp that healeth thee, Ex0D. xv. 26. They that be whole . 
need not a phyſician, but they that are fick, MATT. ix. 12. 1 have ſein 
his ways, and will heal him, ISA. Ivii. 18. chap. xlii. 3. and lxi. 1. 
Hie healed all that avere. fick, * vill. 15—17. 


Ms was an emblem of his 8 and grace, to heal all ſpiritual diſeaſes of 
our ſouls, though ever ſo deſperate and dangerous. Therefore give thyſelf 
only up to his cure, he underſtands thy diſtemper alſo, and will certainly reſtore - 
thee. He has healed a great many already, nay all thoſe who ever defired i it, from 
all their infirmities. Thou canſt never be too miſerable and bad for him; he is 
ever willing and able to help. The worſe thy caſe is, the more he will pity thee 
and have patience. Before we can be made whole, his way is to make us thorough- 
ly ſenſible of our ſickneſs, and lay our wounds more and more open. But as the 
- phyſician then is mott wanted, we muſt be the more earneſt to implore his help, 
and he will ſurely bind us up again and heal us; though perhaps not at once, but 


ſometimes ſlowly and wonderfully, yet thoroughly at aft; for — moons AL bs even | 
the moſt incurable diſeaſes, Ps arm cili. 3. 


Bind up, O Lon p, and chear my f foul let not thy ſpirit quite depart, 
With thy forgivihg love; Nor drive me from thy face; 
O make my broken ſpirit whole, Create a-new my vicious heart 

ne ny my pains remove. ; _ And fill it 1 ay thy grace, 

d 4 


* 


b 4 £ 1 PO 30. 
Confe/s your faults one to another,. — IAS v. 16. 


T is related of St. John the evangeliſt, that being upon his return from Patmos 
1 to Epheſus, after the death of Domitian, he was ſet upon by a company of 
thieves, amongſt whom was a young man their captain; to him St. John applied 
| himſelf, by way of wholeſome counfel and advice, which took ſo good effect, that 
he became a new man, and was converted, and went theroupon to all his fellow- 
thieves, and befought them in the name of IESsVS CAIIS r, that they would walk 
no longer in their former wicked ways. He told them withal, that he was troubled 
in conſcience for his former wicked life, and earneſtly intreated them, that as they 
tendered the welfare of their own ſouls, they would now leave off their old courfes, 
and live more conſcientiouſly . for the time to come. The counſel was good, and 
well taken, fo that many of thoſe great robbers became great converts. Thus it is 
that one finner's confeſſion of his faults to another, may happily prove the conver- 
mon of one by the other. Hence it is, that the meaning of that apoſtolic precept, 
& Confeſs your faults one to another, is made out by ſome interpreters to be, that 
_ thoſe that have been partners together in fin, ſhould go ane to another, and ſeriouſ- 
| ly confeſs their fins each to the other; he that hath been a drunkard, or any other- 
wiſe a wicked liver, let him go to his companions in iniquity, and tell them that 
he is troubled in mind, becauſe of his former exceſs, and perhaps he may be a 


means of converting them. Reader, art thou a converted man, follow this methgd, 
go tothy old companions, warn them of their danger, and thou wilt either be a means 


of converting them, or hereby wilt get rid of their troubleſome company in future. 


- Who ſhall adjudge the ſaints to hell ? 
Tis CAI that ſuffer'd in their ſtead; 


. 12 


Logrp, enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, Ps al. exlii. 2. Divine 


anſwer; Perily, werily I ſay unto you, He that heareth my voice, and 

believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come 
into condemnation, but is paſſed from death unto life, Joan v. 24. Se 

alls chap. vill. 81. 184, rv. . 


INE the judge himſelf is our Brother, our Bridegroom, the Loren 

0 of death and life, yea even our life; believers cannot die any more, 

but © are paſſed from death unto life; it being impoſſible that Carisr 
ſhould die again. He that owns the juſtice of Gop's judgment, con- 


feſſes himſelf guilty in all things, and appeals from the judgment-ſeat 
to the merey-ſeat, him the Logo will own and juſtify again through 


the righteouſneſs of his Son; For „if we would judge ourſelves, we 
4 ſhould not be judged. We ſhall even judge together with Carr,” 


1 Cog. vi. 2. and ſurely we will not condemn ourſelves ; much lefs 
will CagsT ; for he loves us more than we do ourſelyes. 


Who ſhall the Lox p's elect condemn ! And the ſalvation to fulfil, . 


*Tis God that juſtifies their ſouls ; Behold him riſing from the dead. 
And mercy, like a mighty ſtream, | 


O'er all their fins divinely rolls. Faith has an overcoming pow'r, 
: | It triumphs in the dying hour; 


Cxr1sT is our life, our joy, our hope, 
Nor gan ws fink with ſuch a prop. 


— M A Y 2. 


Give heed to me, O Loy, Jex. xviii. 19.—Divine ariſwer ; Behold, be 
that heepeth Iſrael ſhall neither ſlumber nor ſleep, Ps AL. cxxl. 4. Caſt- 
ing all your care upon God, for be careth for you, 1 PRT. v. 7. 


HE care of the Lox, which he takes for his little ones, far and 
Fr infigitely exceeds the care of the moſt tender mother over her 
Dal and belpleſs child. Be 1 then never ſo weak, . miſerable, and 
_ fooliſh in my own eyes, the Lob being the guardian of ſuch babes, 
will have patience with me. Nay theſe are the very veſſels of his grace. 
Therefore conſidering myſelf always as a weak ignorant child, 1 will 
keep cloſe. to him. He is the miniſter of the ſanctuary, and will never 


let me want any thing, but defend, * and train me * in * 
beſt and moſt ſuitable manner. _ 1 4 


Ze thou my r A Should all the tiofts 6f death, 
My pattern and my guide And pow'rs of hell unkno 
And — this deſert land Put their moſt dreadful forms 
Still keep me near thy fide. | Of rage and miſchief on; 
'-.,- W 1 ſhall be ſafe, 9 5 
Ne er run aſtray, 1 For CARIST diſplays 
Nor rove, nor ſeek _ Superior pow'r, | 
- . The crooked way. And guardian grace. 
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9 Wey ſaid unto the woman, Now we believe, not diving of thy ſa 275. | 
for we have heard him ourſelves, and know that this is indeed the 
CarusT, the Saviour of the world. If fo be bd bave taſted that the 


d Lord 7s gracious, JOHN iv. 42. 1 PRT. ii. 3. 

| T is a great concernment to know that the ſcripture hath ſuch a wit- 
„ neſs as experience, and that there is ſuch a trade and correſpon- 
d | gence as this betwixt the ſaints and the word; betwixt the believer and 
8, Cuxisr, which lieth fiot in the common road of the world. O what 
Wn an empty thing would religion be, if it had not this word experience in 
1 it, that ſecret and ſure mark whereby the Chriſtian knowetk the ſcrip- 
| ture is of Gop and his own intereſt in Cusisr, how thus the Load 


hath often ſealed his inſtruction in a dark plunge! O what an excel- 


e interpreter is experience, taſte and ſee ! for thus the ferious Chril- 
tian getteth a view of the ſcripture and ſpititual things, which the moſt 
ſubtle and piercing eye of unſanCtified ſchoolmen cannot reach, PAL. 
AXXiv. 8. and cxvi. 10. 2 TM. i. 12. GaL. ii. 16. Hes. iv. 3. 


- This cannot be found in books; men will not meet with it in a throng of the 
choiceſt notions; it confoundeth the wiſe and diſputer of this world, while the meaneſt 
and moſt fimple Chriſtian underſtandeth it well to the ſatis faction of his ſoul. 

Reader, preſs after experience, live not by hearſay, and upon the comforts of 

others, but ſeck to the Load that he would give thiee this inward teſtimony; it will 
help thee in future trials; it will remove many of thy fears, make thy p 
through life eaſy and comfortable, and be as a pledge of wy future glory. 


M baſocver -evill come after me, Jet him deny him/elf, and take up his croſẽ 

' - daily, and folleau me: for whoſoever will ſave his life, ſhall laſ it; 

but whoſoever fall loje his life for my ſake, the ſame ſhall ſave it. 

Maxx viii. 31, 32. Luxx ix. 23: Whoſoever he be of you that for/ſaketh 
nat all that be bath, he cannot be my diſciple, Luxk xiv. 33. f 


Als doctrine is diſcarded. by all who call Ca 1s r Lord, Lord, 
4 but do nat the things which he ſaith,” The language of their 
heart is, Speak unto us ſmooth things, propheſy deceits, Isa. xxx. 
10. How different was that of the apoſtle! <* So fight I, not as one 
that beateth the air; but I keep under my body, and bring it into 
_ © ſubjeftion ; left that by any means, when [ have preached to others, 
4+ I myſelf ſhould be a caſt-away,” 1 Cor. ix. 27, 28. No croſs, no 
crown: Let us not then be afraid of the eroſs; for when we bear it, 
jt bears us; and when we refuſe to take it up, we refuſe the ſtaff of 
every Chriſtian pilgrim, and the weapon of every Chriſtian ſoldier; we 
renounce the tree of life for that of knowledge; and practically * deny 
<4 Ixsus Cunsr, and him crucified.” 


| Giveme, O Lox, a ſober mind, I That tramples down, and cafts behind, 


A Ready, ſelf-renouncing will, | The deadly baits of pleafing ill 


4 


4 1 


What things fever ye defive, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them,” 


4 


A 2 


5. 


and ye fhall have them, Mark _ 24. Verily, verily I ſay unto you, 

 Whatſoever ye ſhall afe the Father in my name, he will give it you. 
Hitberto have ye aſted nothing in my name; aſt, and ye ſpall receive, 
that your joy may be full, Jonx xvi. 23, 24. But aft in 2 faith, not bing 
dun vering ; for he that wavereib is like a wave of the ſea; let Si the. 
man think that he ſpall receive any thing of the Lord, James i. 6, 7. 


'ERQOD promiſed with an oath to give the daughter of Herodias whatever ſhe. 
L would aſk, even to the half of his kingdom. How advantageous was his 


promiſe? But how much more ſo that of the Load? * By myſelf have I ſworn, 


« ſays he, that in bleſſing I will bleſs thee,” GEN. xxii. 16, 17. When he bids us. 
aſk, he does not lay us under a reſtriction of not aſking above half a kingdom. 
No; we may aſk a whole kingdom, even. the kingdom of heaven: nay, we may 
have the offer of two kingdoms ; that of grace, and that of glory. Both are pur- 
chaſed for us by the blood of the Lamb; both promiſed to believers in the word 
of the goſpel ; and both actually beſtowed, the former-upon praying fouls in the 
church militant, the latter upon-praifing ſquls in the church triumphant. If now. . 


we do not enjoy the kingdom of grace, righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy 


Ghoſt, it is merely becauſe we have not aſked, or have aſked amiſs ; that is, with- 
out faith, Wes e, or in n and not in the er 
name of ]Jxsvus. 


Faiths, mighty faith, the TRE foes, | Lavghs at e 
And looks to Cuxisr alone; And cries, IT SHALL BZ DONE. 


9. 


O Loxp, r mine 3 for it is great, PSAL. xxv. 11 .——Divine 


anſwer ; Where fin abounded, grace did much more abound, Rom. v. 20. 
For Gop will abundantly pardon, I5a. Iv. 7. 


T is all one with Gop to forgive a repenting inner his treſpaſſes, 

- whether great or ſmall, many or few ; for they are all paid with 
one ranſom. No fin, properly ſpeaking, is little in itſelf; and none 
| greater than the grace of God, and the infinite price laid down for it. 
|| Whatever fins therefore a man feels, yet he may throw himſelf upon 
| | | the abounding grace of Gop : But this grace muſt always be our com- 
| fort, to depend upon it alone, even when it is beſt with us; for then 


only i it is beſt with us, when we depend alone on de! and live in it 
. as in our element. 2 
| Why does your face, ye humble ſouls, 


| ] * here an endlefs ocean flows 
| 'Thoſe mournful colours wear? Of never-failing grace; 
| What doubts are theſe, that waſte your faith Behold a dying Saviour's veins 
And nouriſh your deſpair ? ] The ſacred flood increaſe: | 
| What tho' your num'rous fins exceed | It riſes high, and drowns the hills, 
| 


The ſtars that fill the ſkies ; Has neither ſhore nor bound : 
And, aiming at th' eternal throne, Now, if we ſearch to find our fin: 
Like pointed mountains riſe! Our fins can he'er be found. 

j & 2 : | 


Have mercy upon me, O Lon p. look. And firengtben 


_ overcoming by the power of Gon, be 


That Chriſt's own pow rmay reſto on me: 


V.i 


Fo 


me with ftrength in my ſoul, Ps AL. cxxxviii. 3.—Divine anſwer ; My 
| grace is ſufficient for * * for my ſtrength is made perfect in weakne/s, 
2 CoR. x11. 9. The Lord atlights not in the ftrength of an hor/e, he takes 


not pleaſure in the legs of a man. The Lond taketh pleaſure in them that 


fear him, in thoſe that hope in bis mercy, Psal.. cxlvii. 10, 11. The 
Lon, our Strength, mighty Gon, and EMANUEL, will give 
 ftrength unto his people, PSAL. xxix. 11. | 


Wu the ſoul ſeems to be weakeſt, and has the en 0 
gle with nature, ſhe may be ſtrongeſt through grace, and come 
off with a moſt glorious crown. Therefore judge, and deſpair not of 
ere ever ſo ſtrong and obſtinate 
indeed, but Cnais r is ſtrong; 


enemies in thee or in others. I am we 


I am poor, he is rich; I ſick, he the phyſician of the fick; I a finner, 
he the Saviour of fingers ; z conſequently he ſuits me, and [ ſuit him ex- 


tremely well. 


Let may but heaymy Savicur N 5 | When Iam weak, then am 1 Cong, 
Strength ſhall be equal to the day;” Grace is my ſhield, and Chriſt my fong. 
Then I rejoice in deep diſtreſs, 


'S 
| Leaning on all-ſufficient grace. 11 can do all things, or can bear 


_ 1 All ſuf'rings, if my Lord be there; 
1 glory i in infirmity, | Sweet pleaſures mingle with the pains, + 
| While his le hand my head-ſuſtains, 


der duts ſo, and 


row path of truth, and ſtedſaſtly walk in it to the end 


2 — * 


Wherewithal ſpall a ytung man cleanſe his way ? By taking beed thereto ac» 
coruing to thy word. Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law. Remove from me the wway of lying, and grant me 

thy law graciouſly. I have choſen the away of truth; thy judgments 
Bave I laid before me. Teach ne, O Lok b, the way of thy Natutes, and 


I. fall keep it unto the end, PSA. exix. 9, 18, 29, 30, 33. 
1 old and the young cannot live irreproachably, without taking 
heed to the word of Gop; if they depart from that, they ſoon 
fall into error and vicious courſes ; but if they make it their, rule, then 
they muſt ſtody it thoroughly, which cannot be done without the illu- 
mination of the Holy Spirit, for which they muſt diligently pray. For 
if David conſidered bis eyes as ſhut, how much more -fſhould we conſi- 
pray, Open thou mine eyes, &c. He who doth 
not fervently pray thus, is ſtill blind, aud hath not an eye; even 
though he ſnould be deep in theological learning, and eſteemed a pro- 
found divine. Lon p, grant that we may ſee the wonders of thy Law 
and thy Goſpel, and turn us out of the wrong way. Let thy judge- 
ments be always before us, as our guides, that we _ the nar- 
: for this was 


David's requeſt throughout this long pſalm. 


How mall the young fecure their hearts, [Thy word the choiceſt rules imparts; 
And guard their hives from n ? 1 To kcep the conſcience clean. | | 


"a 
es 
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Teach me thy ay, O Lond, and lead me i. obs path, brcau/e of mine 


enemies, Ps Al. Xxvii. 11. Teach me thy way, O Lord; I will walk 
in thy truth : Unite my beart to fear thy name, PSAL. Ixxxvi, 11, 
Divine anſwer; Good and upright is the Lorn, therefore will be teach 
ſinners in the way. What man is he that fears the Lok? Him Hall 
Le teach in the way that be ſhall chooſe, Paal. Xv. 8, Iz. 
ſed to fulfil this gracious promiſe in me alſo. Thou 


ond, be 
knoweſt that I have nothing ſo much at heart as to do thy will, 


and yet I am very often loſt in darkneſs. I truſt thou wilt do it. Here 


it is written; it is thy own word; I depend upon it. Thou haft 
many times accompliſhed the ſame already; and art willing and able 
to do it evermore, for thy own name's ſake, and for my enemies ſake. 


Thou being the God of my covenant, I keep cloſe to thy words, which 
can never paſs away, but are all yea and amen in Chatsr Jzsus our 
Loxp and Saviour. Amen. e | 


I lift my ſoul to Gov, I The Loa p is juſt and kind; | 
My truſt is in his name; The meek ſhall learn his ways 
Let not my foes, that ſeek my blood, And ev'ry humble ſinner find 

Still eriumph in my ſhame. The methods of his grace. 
Sin and the pow'rs of hell For his own s lake 
Perſuade ane to deſpair; I _ He ſaves my ſoul from ſhame; 


Loa p, let me know thy cov'nant well, | He pardons (tho' my guilt be great) 
_ That I may '(cape the ſnare, | | Thro' ds ao 


10. 


our captivity, o Logp,' PsAL. cxxvi. 4.—Divine anſwer; 
ORD has anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meet, to pro- 
ii lea liberty to the captives, and the opening of 5 Twi to them that 
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Turn ry again 


are bound, Is A. Ixi. i. For thus faith the Lok p, 1 will * thee 
for a covenant 10 the people, Sic. that thou fay wy priſoners, 
Go, forth ; to them that are in darkneſs, Sheaw your ſelves : 


ſpall ted : 
in the wways, and their paſtures ſhall be in all mn . ; ** . 
bunger archi. Is A. xlix. 8, 9, 10. See al iq chap. xxxv. 10. 


Lokd, I am bungering after the nabe es and wn 
only of faith, but of life and holineſs alſo; not to pleaſe myſelf 

in the latter, but that the eyidence of the former may be ſo much 
clearer by it to me, and I may be able to rejoice and take the comfort 

of thy ri 83 alone, without deceiving my ſoul. Grant there- 

| fore, that I may be truly filled, and may be ſtrong, eaſy, and free, fo as 

| not to be kept an wacdley in apy af the moſt ſubtle bonds, either of the 

| law, unbelief, and a bad Fanſcience, or of a carnal and worldly mind. 


| | Bury'd in ſhadows of the night | He ſets the pris nets free, and breaks 


We lie, till Cuz1sT reftores the light; | The iron bondage f from our necks. 
| Wiſdom deſcends to heal the blind, 


| And chaſe the darkneſs of the mind. 


— — — 2 * . —ͤ— 
—_ — — —— W — 


Poor helpleſ s worms in thee poſſeſs 


Grace, wiſdom, pow r, and righteoufneſs ; 
Je8vs beholds where Satan reigns, Thou art eur mighty All, and we 
Binding his ſlaves in heavy chains; I Give our whole ſelves, O Lond, to > they, 


— 
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How long wilt thou hide thy face frqn me, O Lok p? PsAL. xii. 2.— 


Divine anſwer ; For a /mall moment have I forſaken thee, but with great 
mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for 
a moment, but with everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy on thee : for 
this is as the waters of Noah unto me ; for as I have ſworn that the æua- 
ters of Noah ſhould no more go over the earth; Jo have I ſworn, that I 


,avould not be auroth auith thee, nor rebuke thee, Is A. liv. 7—9. 


HEN the Log is pleaſed to quicken us in our prayers with a lively im- 

| n of one or more promiſes, we are apt to think that the hour of his 
help is come. But afterwards it may he, he not only hides himſelf for a great 
while again; but things taks even ſuch a ſtrange and contrary courſe, as if all had 
been nothing, or as if nothing was more ungertain than the word of Gop,. na 
even Gov himſelf. They who deny ſuch temptations, are ſtrangers both to them- 
ſelves and to the devices of Satan. But chriſtians muſt then be prudently upon 


 teir guard, thinking that God is going to do {ome glorious things for them: for if 
they are firſt more convinced of their utter unworthineſs, if they act faith and 


patience, and are more earneſt in prayers, they are fit to receive ſo much more grace 


afterwards. Though yet, after all, Gon, as a ſovereign, will give ſuch meaſures 


of grace, at ſuch ſeaſons, and to ſuch perſons, as he pleaſes. _. 


Dear Loap l behold. our ſore diſtreſs; An advocate ſo near the throne 


Our ſins attempt to rein; l _. Pleads and prevails with Gop. 
Stretch out thine arm of conqu'ring grace] How boundleſs is our Father's grace, 


And let thyfoes be lain. In height; and depth, and length 
If thou deſpiſe a mortal groan, He made his Son our righteouſneſs, 
Yet hear a Saviour's blood; - | His. Spirit is our 32 
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How long wile thou forget me, O Logp ? PsaL. xiii. 1 —Divine anſwer ; 
Can à woman forget her ſutking child, that ſbe ſhould not have com- 


5 comb? Na, t may forget, will nor 
paſfion fv A bey may forget, yet 10 


Forget thee. bave gra ven thee upon the palm of my hands ; 
thy 3 are continually before » me, Isa. xlix. 15. 16. 1 nr leave 
on "PRE Joun hy, 18. 


vid? Why ſhonld Gop adviſe us to wait for him, and perſevere in 
dope? And how could faith and patience be exerciſed ? In our cloſets 
we may be lifted up with high 


able to leap over all the walls; but in great diftteſs we ſee how dejected, 
and as it were deſpondent, 6 xxx. "PS but the 
Loxp preſerves us. 
Can a woman's tender care '1 Thou ſhalt fee air ons hom, 
"Ceaſe toward the child the bare? | When thaw work: of of grace is done; 
Yes, ſhe may forgetful be, Partner of my throne ſhalt be; 
wn Say, poor finner, lov'ſt thou me ? | 
Mine is an unchanging 1 | Lon p, it is my chief complaint, 


Deeper than the depths beneath; Yet I love thee, and adore, 


Higher than the heights above; | That my love is weak and faint 
Free and faithful, — O for grace to love thee more ! 


RE all our fins and aflitions ſo ſoon to be 3 away with 
a few words, whence thefe fad and repeated complaints of Da- 


ulations ; ſeem to be ſtrong, and 


ee. ww. as a MM an  * 


NAT — 


Shew me thy aways, o Lon, and teach me thy paths, Peat xxv. 


| Shew me now thy away that I may know thee, Ex0D. xxxiii. 1 3 


vine anſwer; I will infiru? thee and teach thee in the ayay that thou 


ſhalt go : I will guide thee with mine eye, PSA M xxxii. 8. My preſence 
| Pall go with thee, and I auill give thee reft, Exod. xxxiii. 14. 


Lon p, ſuffer me not to diviate one inch from thy way; much leſs to fall away 
from thee, the true vine and fortreſs of my ſoul, b 


the plauſible infinuations 
of my own brain and imagination. May 1 never run, before thou haſt called me, 
to the hurt of my ſoul ; but conſtantly and confidently abide in thee, always draw- 


ing firſt the neceſſary light and ſtrength from thee by never-ceafing ſupplications. 

Grant that my eye being fixed continually upon thee, I may be guided into all 

truth, my doings be attended with thy bleſÞngs, and my whole lite be a conſtant 
3 5 tOWAres heaven. 


CHRIST'S anſwer; $4.5 $44 


ay will keep thee as the apple of mine eye, that no evil ſhall come near r thee, 
« As a careful mother watches over her child, fo have I undertaken to teach thee 
% my path, and guide thee with mine own eyes. Whatever faintings and faili 
<« may befal thee, yet will 1 be ever faithful, raifing thee up again, and 
s thee on evermore in my ways. Nay, as a good ſhepherd, I will carry thee in 
my own arms, whenever thy increafing weaknefs ſhall require.” 


My honour is engag'd to fave 4 All that my heav'nly Father gave, 
The meaneſt of my ſheep ; My hands « aha keep. 


144 r 
By theſe, (books) my /on,' be admoniſhed; Ecc. xii. 12. But, as n 
_ babes, defire the fincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thertby, 
1 PET. ii. 2. er A EBT x; ITED 
EW-BORN babes muſt not ſelf-conceitedly be deſirous of high 
| things and ſtrong meat. Such have more need experimentally to 
underſtand the firſt oracles of ChRx is r, and taſte the milk and ſaving power 
of the goſpel. This would beſt make them grow in grace, and wean them 
from the world; fincea ſutking child eſteems nothing elſe in compariſon of 
its mother's breaſt z and thofe that delight more in lofty vain imagina- 
tions, than the Bible, do not follow the right ſpirit, and at laſt muſt 
come to their catechiſm again. For the more a chriſtian is approach- 
ing to his end, and deſires to be duly prepared for heaven, the more 
de walks in deep humility and godly fimplicity, placing himſelf on the 
loweſt bench of weak and little children. And thus they are the fitteſt 
veſſels of grace; they will certainly be enlightened, and have the myſ- 
. tery of CHaIs T revealed in their hearts, Marr. xi. 259, | 
There was an hour when Chriſt reJoic'd, | But all this glory lies conceal'd 
And ſpoke his joy in words of praiſe; | From men of prudence and of wit; 
Father, I thank thee, mighty Gov, | Theprinceof Qarknefs bliads their eyes; 
Lon p of the earth, and head n, and ſeas! | And their own pride refiſts the light. 
1 thank thy ſov'reign pow'r and love, Father, tis thus, becauſe thy will 
That crowns my doctrine with ſucceſs; | Choſe and ordain'd it ſhould be ſo; 
And makes the babes in knowledge learn | Tis thy delight t'abaſe the proud, 
The height, the breadth, and length of grace | And lay tte haughty ſcorner low. 


For this cauſe I bow my knees anto the Father of our Lord JIssuvs Cnaxisr, 
f whom the whole Family in heaven and earth is named; that he would 
grant yoa, according to the riches 2 his glory, to be firengthened, &c. 
Erk. iii. 14—16. read on to verſe 21. 


runs is a prayer, and a form Hit to be uſed by miniſters for their congregations, 


| and by all chriſtians for themſelves: it may be uſed as a daily prayer; we 
ſhould offer it up in faith, without apprehending that the favour we aſk is too great. 
Gop will do exceedingly more for us, than we can either aſ or underſtand : What 
ever we aſk, he will grant us ſtill more; for though we are ſinners, yet IE Sus hath 
received gifts even for finners, and to every one of us (ver. 7) is given grace accord- - 
ing to the meaſure of the gift of Cx Is r, that we may enjoy all things rictily, ais x 
being rich towards all them that call upon him. O Gos, thou art our Father, 
reconciled to us in CxrtsT ; grant ds therefore power, great power, according to 
the riches of thy glory, not according to the narrowneſs of our hearts. We ſtand in 


need of great power, for we have great enemies; ſtrengthen us by thy Spirit in the 


inner man. Loa b J=sus do thou dwell in eur hearts, and grant us to be rooted 
in thy love, that we may know it more and more, and that it may be ſhed abroad 
in our hearts, and that we may be filled with all the fulneſs of Goo. | 


But not for golden ſtores; My wiſhes wou'd ſecure. | 
Nor covet I the brighteſt gems | Thoſe bliſsful, thoſe tranſporting ſmiles, 
On the rich eaſtern ſhores. | That brighten head n above; 
Nor pleafure's ſoft enticing charms The boundlefs riches of thy grace, 

My fond defires allure ; Aud treaſures of thy love, 


K 4 


Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not ffn again ber. Stab- 
lifs thy word anto thy ſervant, who is devoted to thy frar. Then ball I 
not be aſbamed, when I have reſpect unto all thy commandments. 'There- 
fore, remember the word unto thy ſervant, upon which thou haſt cauſed 


me to hope. Iwill run the way of toy ndments, when thou Halt en- 


large my heart, PsaLM cxix. 11, 38. and ver. 6, 49, 32. 
Tubus goſpel-comfort powerfolly ſtirreih up to walk according to 


2 the law; and the law urges evermore to lay hold on and make 
- a right uſe of the goſpel, ſo as not to abuſe it to ſecurity ; which are 
both very necdful. For whoſoever makes void and neglefts the law, can- 
not but make a wrong of the goſpel, and is in danger of 
either being hurled into libertiniſm, following the bent of bis own ima- 
pination 3 Or, to his great puniſhment, falls under a heavy yoke of mere 
human inventions. May Lond lead and keep us in the right way. 


Laden with guilt, and full of fears, My guide to everlaſting life, x 

1 I fly to thee, my Loans TY  Thro' all this gloomy vale. 

And not a glimpſe of hope appears, Ol may thy counſeks, mighty Gov, 
But in thy written word. My 2 oy — * Dy 

This is the judge that ends the ſtrife, | Nor I forſake the happy road 
Where wit and reaſon fail That leads to thy right hand. 


| ü ban Ln dintcr he Ba: that 1 


might bor ewe Gov. Z 
yer not I. but CurrsT 


am crucified with CuRIST, nevertheleſs 1 xe ; 
livetb in me : and the life which I new live in the fleſp, I live by the e faith 
n Son of God, who lowed me, and gave bimſe(f for me, GAL, ii. . 


HRIST being our bead, in whom all falgeſs dwells, he will cer- | 
tainly fill all his members with life and ſtrength, according to his 
promiſe, Joan xiv. 19. „live, and ye. ſhall live alſo;“ _ chap. 
xvii. 3. This is eternal life,” Kc. To know CAnisr, and Gon in 
Curzsy,, as love, is true light and life ; he that has this, has enough. 


O the excellency of the knowledge of CarisT! O Loan, teach me to 
know thee as the B 


ridegroom of my ſoul, that the law may not ruſh 
into my conſcience, now thy bride-chamber, and condeqan me any more. 

I am devoted to — — Ro. vii. 4. Grant, therefore, that m 
whole heart and life, all my, words and actions, may be governed only 
by a * faith on thee, the that haſt loved and given thyſelf far me. 


Come, deareſt Lond, deſcend and dwell | And learn the height, & breadth, &length 


Buy faith and love in ev'ry breaſt; {Of thine unmeaſurable 3 
Then mall we know, and taſte, and foel ; 
The joys that cannot be experts. | Now to the gon whoſe pow r can do 


More than our thoughts or wiſhes know, 
Gome fill our hearts with inward ſtrength|Be everlaſting honours done 


Make our enlarged fouls poſſeſs, 55 al} the church, thro" Cnn167 his ſon, 


— 


— — 


E | Jan poor and ntedy, and my heart is wounded within me, Ps AL. cix. 22.— 
| Divine anſwer; I know thy poverty, but thou art rich, Rev. ii. 9. For 
| _ are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, lar. 
v. 3. The meek ſhall eat and be ſatisfied they ſhall praiſe the Lox n that 
hel him your heart ſhall live for ever, PSAL. xxii. 27. The Lord 
| healeth the broken in heart, the Lord lifts up the meek, Ps al. cxlvii. 3, 
6. A bruiſed reed ſhall be not break, and ſmoaking flax Hall he not ſaench, 3 7 
ill be fend forth Judgment « unto v, MATT. xii. 20, 3 


UCH are the tender mercies of Cunts n the weakeſt of his 
uct ple, that he ſupplies them from time to time with all propor- 
þ end, till at laſt they are able to gain 4 complete victory. 
As ſoon therefore as we are ſenſible of our poverty; or miſerable condi- 
tion, and are truly defirous of grace and ſtrength to ovetcome fin, we 
have actually ſome grace and ſpiritual li and are delivered already 
rom the j jaws of hell: for there is no ſuch feeling in dead ſouls; and 


in hell there is only a deſire to be delivered from * puniſhment, but 
Tot from ſm itſelf. 


Bleſs'd are the humble fouls, that ſee | ' Bleſs'd are the men of broken heat, 


8 _ - 2 - 
— 
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Their emptineſs and poverty; Who mourn for fin with in ward ſmart 
FTreaſures of grace to them are givin, | The blood of Cuz1sT divinely flows, 
And crowns ef joy laid up in heav n. 1 A healing balm for all their Woes. 


U 


I am the tight of the world, be that followeth me ſhall not aal in darkneſs, 
but Jhall have the light of life, Joan viii. 12. Therefore, walk while 
ye have the light, leſt darknefs come upon you ; for he that walks iz dark- 


nefs knows not whither be gots, Chap. xii. 35. 
E T* that is faithful, keeping ever cloſe to Carrsr and his light, 
ſtrictly watching and obeying the motions of his Spirit, will be 
evermore tender in conſcience, and receive ſo much more light; con- 
ſequently he will be from time to time more deeply rooted in repent- 
- ance, faith, and afſutance, ſo as either to be preſerved from many com- 
bats and diſorders, or at Raſt be carried ſooner through the ſame. 
He may meet with dark valleys, (nature being, as it were, a great 
dark abyſs, and grace ſometimes as a ſmall ſpark) yet by degrees it will 
blaze, and at laft break through ahd enlighten all our darkneſs. = 
18 he a ſtar? he breaks the night, | Nor earth nor ſeas, nor ſun not ſtars, * 
Piercing the ſhades with dawning ligtit : Nor heav'n his full reſemblance bears 3 
I know his glories from afar, $ His beauties we can never trace, 
I know the bright, the morning ſtar. | Till we behold him face to face. 
Is he a ſun ? his beams are grace; O let me climb thoſe higher ſkies, 
His courſe is joy arid righteouſneſs; Where ſtorms and darkneſs never rife ! 
Natioas rejoice when he appears + There he diſplays his pow'rs abroad, 
To chaſe their clouds, and dry their tears i And ſhines and reigns th incarnate Gove 


Z am the Loan thy Gon which teaches thee to profit, which leadeth cher by 


by 

the auay which thou ſhouldeſt go. O that tbou had hearkened to my com- 
mandments ! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteouſneſs as 
the waves of the ſea, Isa. xlviii. 17, 18. Behold I fand at the door 
| and knock : i man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come 


| in 10 him, and will ſup with him, and he with me, Rev. iii. 20. 


Hen often, and how varioufly does the Loxp knock at the door of 
i 5 our hearts? How clearly are his commandments held forth to us? 
| | But how ſeldom are we inclined to give him the hearing? Very often 
we are fo diſtracted, that we can hardly obſerve his voice from the 
noife of worldly things in our ſenſes, and are not at home, when be is 
1 Pleaſed to take up his abode with us. Well, even now he is knock- 
5 ing by this. O let us open the door for him directly, fioce he defires 
| nothing from us that might be grievous ; but intends to make our heatt 
= 2 glorious reſidence and banqueting-room of love, to fill it with hea- 
| i | venly goods, and to prepare and give us every thing with himſelf. 
| FN bring him to my mother's home; | I give my ſoul to him, and chere 
ll | Nor does my Lon refuſe to come 


To Ties — Our loyes their mutua} tokens ſhare. 
My ſoul firſt drew the vital air. 1 charge you all, ye earthly toys, 


1 Approach not to diſturb my joys; 
He gives me there his bleeding heart, | Nor fin, nor hell, come near my heart; 
Tiert d for my ſake with deadly fmart; | Nor cauſe my Saviour to depart . - 
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a e e every branch in me 
. that beareth not fruit, be takes awwny; and every branch ou beareth fruit, 
Le purges it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Abide in me and I in pon: 


he that yer in me, and J in him, the Jame brings forth much 'frave, 


Lon p, I truſt that this award will ll ave its CLE” "ALE me alſo; though 
as yet I have great reaſon to be humbled on account of my barrenneſs. Grant 
therefore that I may always abide in thee faithfully and quietly; fince there is every 
thing in thy power, and nothing can be got and done by our own ſtrength; but as 


it is thy will, and it tends both to the glory of thy Father, and thine own, 1 depend 
upon being replenithed in due feaſon with fruits of righteonfneſs, O ſuffer nothing 


in me which i is to the diſhonour of thy name, and which may be offenfive to me 


and to others. But whatever thou * as yet fat for me to ſuffer, let it work 
for my real good. 


How can 1 ſufficiently adore the patience of the Lox», my gracious huſbandman, 
who ſtill bears with me, the weakeſt of all his branches. He has not cutme off yet, 
but ſtill drefles me to bring forth more fruit, though as yet I hard 


ly yield him one 
good, but a multitude of wild grapez. Why then ſhouldeſt thou grumble, O my 


Heart, at the application of his pruning knife? It is really for thy good. He is an- 


gry only with the degenerate unfruitful branches. The more theſe are purged, the 
more fruit thou ſhalt bring forth. 


Is Cax1sT a vine? his heav'nly root 1 O let a laſting Walen _ 
Supplies the Doughs with lite and fruit, | My ſoul to him the living vine! 


ö r 
Jan glorified in them, I have declared unto * thy name, and will declare 


it, that the love wherewith thou haſt loved me may be in them, and I in 


them : I in them, and thoy in ae, that they = be made perfect i in one, 
Jon XVI. 10, 26, 23. 


Grokiovs promiſe! how could he bus us more? What t bleſſed 
and intimate union is this? O for ſuch a faith that could always 
truly believe it! CRHRIs r is the vine, believers are the branches; he the 
bridegroom, we the bride ;-he the head, we the members of his body, 
of his very fleſh and very bones, and conſequently one body with him. 
-And 4 ever hated his own fleſh? ſo in loving and cheriſhin us, he 
loves himſelf, Ey B. v. 28, 29. Whenever be ſhall ceaſe to love imſelf, 
then, and no ſooner, ſhall he ceaſe to love and cheriſh us alſo. It i 53 


his * delight to do us good, more chan the mother chat aches her 
chil 


LotD, what a heav'n of ſaving grace 4 i toad che works eee 
_ Shines thro? the beauties of thy face, And all that earth calls good and great. 


And lights our paſſion to a flame! | Send comforts down from thy right hand 
Lox p, how we love thy charming name ! | white we paſs thro* this barren land ; 


When I can ſay, my Goo is mine, And in they Temple let us ſee 
When I can feel thy glories ſhine; A W of love, 4 glimpſe of thee, - 
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7 am weary with groaning, PsaLu vi. 6.—Divine anſwer; He gives 
power to the faint, and to them that have no might he increaſes ftrengtb, 

{: AI. xl. 2 4 have. ſatiated the weary ſoul, and 1 have replenijhed every 

| Jorrenſis 2 IER. xxxi. 25. Therefore, Come unto me, all ye that la- 

bour and are heavy laden, and I will give you reft. T ake my y yote upon 

you, and learn of me, for I am meek and. lowly in heart, and ye fall 

Ind reft to your _ for 19 yoke is eaſy, and ny burden 16 . 

Marr. xi. 28, 

ERE Cuxtsp i is ; commending his meekneſs, not ſo much as a pat- 
| tern to be imitated, and does not properly promiſe his reſt and 
comforts for our labour and humility, but to the coming and believi 
nin him; to encourage the heavy-laden ſouls not to be frightened, but 

draw near to him with confidence and boldneſs : he ſays, ** I am not fo 
rough and proud as Phariſees and other men generally. are towards 
40 offenders; but meek, lowly in heart, full of compaſſion and willing 
<« to receive, to forgive and comfort them.“ Come therefore to him, O 
ſinner, with all thy loads of im and miſery, he will in no wiſe caſt thee 
out, but receive thee. gladly. 


Come hither, all ye weary ſouls, | My yoke | is 16505 to his neck, 

Ye heavy-laden finners, come; My grace ſhall make the burden light. 

I' give you reſt from all your toils, Irsvs, we come at thy command, 
And raiſe you to my heav'nly home. | With faith and hope and humble zeal, 

Bleſs'd is the man whoſe ſhoulders take Reſign our ſpirits to thy hand, 

My yoke, and bear it with delight z To mold and guide us at thy will. 


1 have gone e aftray li le a loft ſheep, feek thy ſervant, Ps ALM cxix. 176.— 
— s aniwer ; Behold 1, even 1, will both ſearch my ſheep and feek mm 
out, I will Yeek that which wwas Irff, and bring again that which ww 
driven avay: and will bind up that which was broken, and will —— 
that which wvas fick, EZkk. xxxtv. 11, 16. He ſhall feed bis flock lite a 
ſhepherd : be ſhall gather the lambs with his arms, and carry them in bis 
boſom, &c. Ist. xl. 11. 


TE that is wiſe in his own conceit, as many of our philoſophers, f 
does not pray like David in this place, therefore he continues, with 
all his proud wiſdom, in his natural errors and fooliſhneſs. But as thou 
| haſt given me, O thou good Shepherd, to know. and underftand my loſt 
and helpleſs condition; and I cannot find or adviſe myſelf in any thing, 
Uke a ſheep which is gone aſtray; I beſeech thee to ſeek, heal, lead, feed, 5 
carry and ſtrengthen me alſo, as I ſtand in need of, and ſeems good to 
thee; that I may be able to ſay with David, ** The Logd 1 is my ſhep- 
Herd, I ſhall not want.“ 


My ſhepherd will ſupply my need, And leads me for his mercies ſalee, | 
J=znovan is his name; In paths of truth and grace. 
In paſtures freſh he makes me feed, | The ſure proviſions of my Gov, 
Beide the living ſtream. | Attend me all my days; © 
le brings my wand'ring ſpirit back, O may thy houſe be mine abode, 


When 1 fofſake his ways; j And all ary work be praiſe. 
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Jan not worthy of the leaft of all thy mercies, and of all the truth which 


thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſervant, Gen. xxxii. 10. Who am 1, O 
 Lorp Gop ? and wwhat is my houſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto ? 
2 SAM. Vil. 18. 5 | | | 


\ Soul truly hombled through aMiQions highly eſteems the leaſt fa- 


1 vour, and judges itſelf utterly unworthy of it, looking upon every 


thing as a free gift only for JesUs CarisT's fake. Now, O my dear 
Father! it is true, in myſelf I deſerve none, no, not the leaſt of thy 
mercies; but as thou haſt thought me more worthy, and piven 
me thine own Son, who hath purchaſed all again, and paid a great 
price for them; yet I firmly believe, that 


low me all the days of my life. 


But of his own abounding grace, 
| He works ſalvation in our hearts, 
And forms a people for his praiſe, 


Now to the pov'r of God ſupreme | 
Be everlaſting honours giv'n; 


He ſaves from hell, (we bleſs his name) 


He calls our wand' ring feet to heav'n. 


Not for our duties or deſerts, 


goodneſs and merey will fol- 


| "Twas his own purpoſe that begun 
To reſcue rebels doom'sd to die: 
| He gave us grace in CnRISs T his Son, 


Before he ſpread the ſtarry ſky. = 


J=svs the Lon p appears at laſt, 


And makes his Father's counſels known ; 


Declares the great tranſactions paſt ; 
: | And brings —— blefſings down. 


: 
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I biferch yiu, therefwe, brethren, by the mercies of Gov, that ye preſent 


your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reaſonable ſer ict. And be not conformed to this world ; but be ye trau. 
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 


good, and acceptable, and perfect will of Gop, Rom. xii. 1, 2. 


IS, in conjunction with the word of Goy and ſerious prayer, is the beſt 
means to know the will of Gop. The neglecting of it and uſing other means, 
is tempting Gop, and expoſing ourſelves to the temptations and fiftings of the 
wicked one. We may think ourſelves to be divinely convinced by faith of the will 


of Gdv, though we follow our own imaginations, and ſpoil the beſt of our actions. 
Self- will generally takes quick reſolutions, and has a great deal of affurance : 


whereas Gop very often leads his people blindly, and takes methods quite different 
from ours-. Who therefore believes ſhall not make haſte,” Is a. xxviii. 16. But 


be very careful that he does not miſtake ſelf-will and plaufible repreſentations for 


divine convictions and aſſurances of faith; always-ſtriQly examining himſelf firſt, 
whether his body, foul, will, and affections, are entirely offered up to the good- 
will and pleafure of God ; for the only true ſervice which Gov delights in, is the 
ſacrificing our whole ſelves to him at all times, and not only at church, but in all 
other places; that we do not conform to the world, but be daily transformed by 
the rengwing of our minds. 1 Ss 


_ . Tho' lifted eyes ſalute the fki Lon p, fearch my thoughts & try my ways, 
And bended knees the — 185 And make my ſoul ſincere 
Yet Gop abhors the facrifice, Then fhall I ſtand before thy face, 


© Where the trutk is not found. And find acceptance there, 


\/ | Was 8; 


EI awill greatly rejoice in the Lorp, my ſeul ſhall be joyful in my God ; for 


7 be has clothed me in the garments of ſalvation, he has covered me with 
= the robe of righteouſneſs ;. as a bridegroom decketh himſelf <with ornaments, 
1 2d as a bride adorns herſelf with her jewels, Is A. Ixi. 10. 
IN vain doſt thou dreſs up and adorn thyſelf, O my ſoul, before thou 
it ,f|. I éapproacheſt Cyrrsr. To him thou muſt come, filthy, naked, and 
bs miſerable as thou art; he will clothe and adorn thee himſelf; and in 
— 8 this ornament alone thou ſhalt rejoice. For the very belt of our robes 
* and performances are not without ſpots, but ſtill want to be waſhed in 
"= the blood of CaurisT, and covered with this ornament, Rev. vii. 14. 
at This and this alone is the way to enjoy and maintain true peace. This 
* will enable us to rejoice that our names are written in heaven. 
i? Awake my heart, ariſe my tongue, | The Spirit wrought my faith and love, 
3 Prepare a tuneful voice; | And hope, and ev'ry grace; 
11 : In Gov, the life of all my joys, But Ixsus ſpent his life to work 
* Aloud will I rejoice. | | The robe of righteouſneſs, 
Tis he adorn'd my naked ſoul, { Strangely, my ſoul, art thou array 

15, And made ſalvation mine; | - By the great ſacred Three! 

Upon a poor polluted worm | Inſweeteſt harmony of praiſe, _ 

He makes his graces ſhine, Loet all thy pow'rs agree. 


L 2 


— ——ͤ/„k — * 


May not a ſinner truſt in thee? 
My lips with ſhame my fins confeſs, 


| Lox, ſhould thy judgment grow ſevere, | 
Inn condemn'd, but thou art clear. So let thy pard'ning love be found! 


i have ſinned againſt the Loxp.—Divine anſwer; The Lord al/o hath . 
put away thy fin; thou ſhalt not die, 2 SAM. Xil. 13. For if we would 
judge ourſelves, wwe ſhould not be judged, 1 COR. xi. 31. 


T TE that with unfeigned repentance accuſes and judges himſelf, ac- 
| counting his own righteouſneſs and beſt doings as filthy rage, will 


| ſoon receive grace, pardon, and remiſſion of all his fins at once, though 


chaſtiſement may follow; for grace is not divided as gifts are. Gop, 
through Curtsr, receives the whole perſon of a penitent finner into 
his favour, forgiving both original and actual fins in one inſtant; ſo 
that either none or all are fofgiven: not one, even the leaſt, is for- 

given only on account of our repentance (as ſome vainly imagine) 
without the blood of CarisT ; but by this, all, even the moſt heinous, 

are taken away; for the blood of CHRIST cleanſes us from all fins, 


Shew pity, Loa p, O Lord forgive, | 


Should ſudden vengeance ſeize my breath 
I muſt pronounce thee juſt in death; 
And if my ſoul was ſent to hell, 

Thy righteous law approves it well. 
My crimes are great, but don't ſurpaſs 
The power and glory of thy grace; 
Great God, thy nature has no bound, 


Let a repenting rebel live : 
Are not thy mercies large and free ? 


Againſt thy law, againſt thy grace: 


Having the underſtanding darkened, being alienated from the life of Gov, 
through the ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the blingneſs of their 
Heart; who being paſt feeling, have given tbemſelves over unto laſcivi- 
 ouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs with greedine/s, En. iv. 18, 19. 
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T* a man be naturally dead, bring a candle into the room, he ſees it not; let the ſyn 
thine in his face, he perceives not the beauty, nor feels the warmth thereof; 


offer him rich preſents, he receives them not; he hath no eye to ſee them, no 


heart to deſire them, no hand to reach out unto them. Thus it is with one that is 
ſpiritually dead; let the ſunſhine of the goſpel blaze out never fo clear, he ſees it 
not, becauſe he is in darkneſs; though he live under plentiful means, and rich diſ- 


penſations, yet he is blind and ſottiſn; offer unto him the rich pearls of the goſpel, 
thoſe rich treaſures of grace in Cux1sT Ixs vs, yet he hath no heart to them, no hand 


of faith to lay hold upon them; ſo blind, ſo ſottiſh, ſo ſtupid and ſenſeleſs is he, that 
though theſe rich treaſures, theſe graces, theſe pearls of the goſpel, be conveyed un- 
to him in earthen veſſels, in a plain and familiar manner, yet he doth not, he can- 
not apprehend them; judgements do not affright him, and mercies cannot allure or 
perſuade him; yet this creature is all life in the element of fin, he loves it, he pleads 
for it, he commits it with greedineſs. This is St. Paul's account of the unconvert- 


ed Gentiles ; and how many ſuch have we under a Chriftian name? O Lox p, exert 


thy great power, quicken all that are thus dead in treſpaſſes and fins; © turn them 


from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan to thine own ſelf.” Amen, 
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Iwait for the Lon b, my foul doth avait, PSALM exxx. 5. God's anſwer 3 
T hey that wwait pon the Lord ſhall rencau their ffrength, they ſhall mount 


up avith auings as * they ſhall run and not be aueν, and they ] 
wall and not faint; Is a1. xiv. 31. For the LORD is good unto them that 


await for bim, to the ſoul that Jerks him, LAM. 1 iii. 25. 


HEN we have prayed, we muſt remember to wait alſo ; for it 1s 
not only an expreſs command, but very acceptable to the Loxp. 


'The more we wait and are inſtant in prayer, ſo much more will he give: 


Nay, he always hears and grants our petitions directly, and lays them 
up for his children; but that we may not abuſe them, be gives the en- 
joy ment only when it is moſt needful. Therefore we may conſidently ſay, 
ſuch and ſuch gifts | have, fince I have prayed for them: They are actually 
laid up for me; and the uſe and benefit thereof! ſhall reap in due ſea- 
ſon, eſpecially 1 in death and in eternity. I 


My ſpirit looks to Gop alone, {| When helpers fail and ſoes N 
My rock and refuge is his throne; | Gop is our all-ſufticient aid. 
In all my fears, in all my traits, by | For ſoy" reign pow'r reigns not alone, 


My foul on his ſalvation waits. | Grace is a partner of his throne : 


Truſt him, ye ſaints, in all your ways, Thy grace and juſtice, mighty Lol Dy; 
Pour out your hearts before his face; = | Shall well divide our laſt reward. 
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| In the mubtitete of ny thoughts within me, thy comforts delight my foul, 


PsALM xciv. 19. See alſo 2 Cor. i. 3—5. 


A Man without afflictions places his truſt and ſeeks his comforts chief- 
Fh in temporal things; he is full of earthly defires, and is the true 


image of vanity ; whereas we can never taſte the ſweet comforts of the 
word of Geb ſo well as under the burden of the croſs. There our ſpirits 


fomerimes enjoy more reſt and joy than if we were without it, for then 
that word is fulfilled which Chaz1sT ſays, MATT. xi. 30. My yoke is 


* eaſy, and my burden is light.” Thus our hearts are {et againſt the 


world, reconciled to heavenly things, and eaſily diſunited from many 
idols, which were impoſſible to deny and forſake before. Well then may 
we bear this ſalutary burden, which will certainly end, and who knows 
how ſoon, in eternal glory and reſt. And as the Logp will alſo give pa- 


tience and ſtrength ſufficient for the day, fo as to be never tempted above 


meaſure, there is abundant reaſon again to fay, that his burden is light 


*Tis good for me to wear the yoke, Father, I bleſs thy gentle hand ; 
For pride is apt to riſe and ſwell ; How kind is thy chaſtiſing rod, 


*Tis good to bear my Father's ſtroke, | That forc'd my conſcience to a ſtand, 
That 1 might learn his ſtatutes well.] Aud brought my wand'ring ſoul to God? 
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I determined not to know any thing among you, ſave Jesus CHRIST, and him 
crucified, 1 Cor. ii. 2. The fear of the Lok 7s the beginning of wi/dom, 
&c. Ps aLM cxi. 10. The wwi/dom that is from above it firſt pure, then peace- 

| able, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated ; full of mercy and good fruit, with- 

aut partiality and without hypocriſy, JaMes iii. 17. Knowledge puffeth 
up, but charity edifies, 1 Cor. viii. 1 15 CULT I ORAL 


F RHRIST crucified, and he alone, is the power and wiſdom of Gop; 
_4 him all chriſtians, and eſpecially divines, ſhould make their parti- 
cular practice to ſtudy well. Were our faith built on human wiſdom, then 
ſurely carnal philoſophers would be the greateſt believers ; whereas they 
ate ſometimes the worſt infidels, or at beſt the moſt filly and faithleſs 
people in times of diſtreſs. And beſides. their being puffed up, is ano. 
ther evidence that they have not the true wifdom ; for the wiſdom from 
above is only with the lowly and babes, who pray for it earneſtly, 
Prov. xi. 2. Marr. xi. 2g. What would all knowledge avail us then, 
without the knowledge of CHRIST? One ſpark of pure love yields more 
power than all the ſtores of empty human learning. May the Logo Jr- 
sus ſhed his love abroad in my heart; him have I determined only to 

know ; his love at the croſs I account for my greateſt wiſdom and glory. 


They that would grow divinely wiſe, Our faireſt proof of knowledge les 
Muſt with his love begin. ' | In hatingev'ry fin. 
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| 7 ail not let thee go except thou bleſs me, GEN. xxxii. 12. Forjake me 


not, O Lord, O my Gop, PsaL. xxxviii. 22.—Divine anſwer ; Be- 
bold I am with thee, and will keep thee in all. places whither thou goeſt ; 
for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have ſpoken to thee 
of, GEN. xxviii. 15. 1 Ku thee by name, and i bon haſt alſo Va grace 
in my ſigbt, ExoD. XXxiii. 12. 1 will never leave thee nor an tber, 
00D. xiii. 5. 


OD will have me to be faithful, and ſhould not he be fo himſelf ? 
Am I to truſt in his word, then ſurely he will not forſake me, but 
be as good as his word. Heaven and earth muſt paſs away, but his 


word will not: He is ever faithful. If I do not believe this, I believe 


no Gov at all; but if I truly believe him to be faithful, I believe 
enough. This is what he only deſires; and if I really do, my faith 


| will not be moved even in the hotteſt trials; the Word will hold me up, 
| though I receive it even in weakneſs. 


Begin, my tongue, ſome heav'nly theme, | Proclaim ſalvation from the Loan 


And ſpeak ſome boundleſs thing; 6 For wretched dying men; | 
The mighty works or mightier name {| His hand has writ the ſacred word 
Of our eternal King. | With an immortal pen, 
Tell of his wond*rous faithfulneſs, Engrav' d as in eternal braſs 
And ſound his pow'r abroad; 1 The mighty promiſe ſhines ; | 
Sing the ſweet promiſe of his grace, ] Nor can the pow'rs of darkneſs rale 
And the performing Gov. | | Thoſe everlaſting lines, 
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Jay unto ou, that every idle word that men ſpall Heat, they foal give. 
account thereof. in the day of judgment, Marr. xii. 36. See alſo 
___ iv. 29. v. 4 


ERE all corrupt macs jeſting "Shs talking, or 
whatever is not convenient and good to the uſc of edifying, is 
plainly forbidden. But who truly believes the report and the truth of 
theſe awful words ? Surely the world does not believe them at all: this 
18 quite plain, from that very common and ſhocking practice and cuſtom 
of judging, lying, ſwearing, jeſting, and talking all manner of filthi- 
neſs; yea, even religious people very often do not believe and conſider 
them enough. How many heedleſs, ſlanderous, idle, and unprofitable 
words, are ſometimes ſpoken by theſe? Be therefore careful, O my 
reader, to weigh every word, 2 to make light of none, for each will 
inereaſe thine account. Whenever ye are going to ſpeak, let the queſ- 
tion be firſt, Is it needful to ſpeak ? does it tend to the glory of 3 2 ? 
will it profit me, or others? O Logp grant, that never an idle word 
may drop from my lips. Whenever I am to converſe with others, give 
me grace firſt to converſe with thee by fecret prayer. In all companies 

let thy preſence be before mine eyes, always looking upon thee as the 
chief perſon in the place, and receiving direction when and what I am 


to ſpeak. May thy good Spirit 88 teach * and ſanctify all my 
tho ughts and words. 5 
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Tet every man abide in the ſame talling wherein he auas called, 1 Cor. ni. 20. 


N /{ OST of the employments of life are, in their own nature, law ful; 
and all thoſe that are ſo, may be made a ſubſtantial part of our 
duty to Gop, if we engage in them only ſo far, and for ſuch ends as are 


ſuitable to beings that are to live above the world. This is the ouly 
meaſure of our application to any worldly buſineſs ; it muſt have no 
more of our hands, our hearts, or our time, than is conſiſtent with an 


hearty, daily, careful, preparation of ourſelves for another life. For 
as all chriſtians, as ſuch, have tenounced this world, to prepare them- 
ſelves, by daily devotion, and univerſal holineſs, for an eternal ſtate 

of quite. another nature; they muſt look upon worldly employments, as 
upon worldly wants and bodily infirmities ; things not to be deſued. 
only to be endured and ſuffered, till death and the reſurrection has 
carried us to an eternal Rate of real happineſs. A perſon's being called 

into the kingdom of grace, is not defigned to make void the duties 
that reſult from the ſeveral fituations of ſecular life, but to enforce the 


ractice of them in ſuch a way as may be moſt to the glory of Gon. 


He, therefore, that does not conſider the things of this life in this point 
of view, as little or nothing in compariſon of the things that are eter- 
nal, cannot be ſaid 
chriſtianity. 


either to feel or believe the greateſt truths of 
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Aud the bb frinef of man ſhall be bowed down, and the baughti * of mew 


ſhall 2 made low 3 and the Los alone Hall be exalted in r that day, 
. ii. * 


+ PRIDE was not made for man,” fays the fon of Sirach; and, = 


« the proud in heart are an abomination to the Lon p; and yet 


what more common than pride and felf-righteouſneſs among the fallen 


children of Adam? So deeply are they engrafted in our corrupt na- 
tures, that nothing ſhort of almighty grace can root them up. 

It is the great deſign and effect of the bleſſed goſpel, wherever itis 
applied to the heart by the Spirit of God, to mortify this curſed tem- 


per. In that day the baughtineſs of man, his ſelf- will, which he ſet 
| up mn oppoſit 


tion to the will of God, ſhall be brought down; and bis 
felf-righteouſneſs, by which he thought to recommend himfelf to the 


_ favour of Gos, ſhall be made low ; ; and Cuxisr, and his — 
alone, ſhall be exalted. 


HFath this precious promiſe ever been fulfilled in thy experience, O 
my ſoul? Is the will of Gop thy rule? Is the righteouſneſs of CurrsrT 
thy hope? And 1s the language of thy heart and life, Let Gop in all 
things be exalted in me and by me through CHuIsT Jesus? Without 


this, O my ſoul, thy profeſſion is vain, ay faith 1s allo vain, and thou 


* in thy ſins. 


oo» |} — 
W000 „ 99 
ha ; . 


„ 


leſs if he only abſtains from ſuch things which by nature he is not ſo 


F 


— 
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I hnow alſo, my Gov, that thou trieft the heart, and haft pleaſure in ad- 


rightneſs, i CHRON. xxix. 17. He is @ buckler to them that walk 25 
rightly, Prov. xi. 8. The Loxp looks on the heart, 1 SAM. xvi. 7. 


Oc Gov cannot be deceived with a mere outward form, thouph | 


ever ſo fine; it is not an infallible proof of a fincere, real conver- 
ſion, if a man has reformed only the groſſer fins of his former life, much 


much inclined to: but if our hearts are changed, and eſpecially in thoſe 
things we have the ſtrongeſt propenſity to, this is an infallible evidence 


of a true converſion. For theſe inward capital enemies, the Lord and 


all his upright followers attack moſt, before all the reſt. But if thou 
wouldeſt give over that which is deareſt to thee, thou muſt know and 
believe firſt, © that CarisT loves thee.” Theſe thoughts we muſt pro- 


ſecute, though all other things ſhould be forgotten. 


Miſtaken ſouls ! that dream of heay'n, | Tis faith that ch all the heart; 
And make their empty boaſt "Tis faith that works by love; | 
Of inward joys and ſins forgivin, That bids all ſinful joys depart, 

While they are flaves to luſt. i And lifts the thoughts above. 

Vain are our fancies, airy flights, ] Faith muſt obey her Father's will, 

If faith be cold and dead ; | As well as truſt his grace; 

None but a living pow'r unites A pard'ning Gop is jealous fill 


To Cunist the living head. 4 For his en holinchs. 
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Tho' they may ſeem ſevere; 
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Iwill hedge up thy way with thorns, and make a wall that foe foal nat 
find ber * ; and 1 be ſhall follow after her lowers, but ſhe ſhall nit 
overtake 1 * and ſbe ball ſeek them and not find them ; then ſhall ſhe 


Jap. T will go and return unto my firft buſband, For then wwas it better 
uit h me than ro, Hoa il. . 6, 7· 


| $ it is only with thee, O my dear FERENT that I can be haps; I would + ne- « 
ver leave thee any more: and that I may not give thee the flip unawares, even 
under good pretences, I defire to have my way well hedged up, and be encompaſſed 
every where with thorns. Let me quickly diſcover, and crucity every thing which 
gan in the leaſt diſturb me in the enjoyment of thy love, that I may always cloſely 
walk with thee alone; and never ſtep one inch out of thy way, for fear of running 
myſelf into the thorns, and bringing unneceffary ſufferings upon me; though I do 
not mean to avoid the croſs of CRx is r in other reſpects, but would willingly ſub. 
mit to any ſufferings, which are never without. good fruit. 

Glory be to thee, O my bleſſed Saviour, that thou haſt not given me up et, and 
fuffered me to run into deſtruction in my own ways. O be pleafed to 23 rain me 
evermore; and whenever I am in danger to ſlide out into the broad way, grant 


that I may not find any reſt till I am brought back again, Mould it even be by 
means of the pricking thorns of affliftions. 


I know thy judgments, Lon p, are right, Before I knew thy chaſt'ning rod, 
My ſeet were apt to ſtray; 

The ſharpeſt ſufferings I endure {| But now I learn to keep thy word, 
Flow from thy faithful care. 4 Nor wander from the way. 


| have anticipated Gop, and procured the bleſling 


1 And he ſaid, Art thu wy e EJau ? And * I an, Pro 


xxvü. 24. 


= are certainly. ſome palliating circumſtances. in this affair, 


yet they are far from being ſuſhcient to exculpate either Jacob 


or his mother. The caſe may be thus ftated : It cannot be denied on 


the one hand, but that both Jacob and his mother were juſtly to be 


praiſed for haying a due eſteem of the paternal benediction, and for 
their endeayouting to attaih it; ſince this could proceed from no other 
motive, but a full. perſpaſion of the truth of God's promiſes and cove- 
nant with Ale. And thus, from the confideration of the good- 
neſs of the end, and of Jacob's title to the bleſſing, as an appendage to 
the birth- right, the pre-ordination of Gop, and Iſaac's approbation of 
the thing, when done, may be drawn ſome ments to alleviate their 
crime. But on the other hand, it muſt be confeſſed, that the means 
uſed to attain their ends were highly criminal. Rebecca was wrong in 
her advice to her ſon, and he was wrong in following it; for though 
Goo, befote he was born, deſigned him to inherit the bleſſing, yet he 
ought to have waited until the divine wiſdom opened the way, and not 
by an irregular act of 
his own. Beſides, both of them, by this act, preſumed to limit tlie 
wer of Gop, by thinking that a complication of and Was r 


or the accompliſhment of the divine predictions. 


— any of b ou be kae through the deceitfulneſs of. fon Hes. i 111. 1 3. 


or ſhall be in torments; if thou committeſt fin, and dieſt im- 


penitent, thy ſoul is loſt, and thy redemption ceaſeth for ever; or if 


thou committeſt ſin, and doſt repent, yet what cloudings of the face of 
Gop! what breaking of the bones, with David! what bitter pangs ! 
what painful throes ! 1 — ſhadows of death ! what terrors of hell may 
ſeize upon thee, before thou canſt make thy peace, or ſettle thine aſſu- 


| rance! Wilt thou give way to ſin, becauſe it is delectable, or becauſe 


it is pardonable ? Who loves poiſon becauſe it is ſweet ? or who drinks 
poiſon becauſe he may have an antidote? ſeeing it will work to his 


trouble, if it work not out his life ! I have a precious ſoul, ſhall I loſe 


it for a luſt ? I have a gracious Gop, ſhall I venture him for a fin ? 
No, Loo, give me grace to reſiſt fin, give me victory over it ; let 
me always reject that, for the indulgence of which I am ſure to loſe my 
peace, and endanger the loſs of my immortal ſoul, 


OTH fin preſent itſelf, look upon it, as it muſt be, with tears, 


J U N 2 E Ts | 161 
T bus ig be that came by æuater and blood, even Ixsus CHRIST 3 nat by au- 
ter only, but by water and bleed; and it ts the Spirit that beareth wit- 
1ſt, becauſe the Spirit is trruh. He that believerh on the Son of God, hath 
the ewitne/s in himſelf. Hud this is the record, that Gov hath given to 1 
eternal life, and this life is in bis Son. He that bath the Son; bath HN. 
F $I nn tant ERS 


ESUS came with water and blood, not with water alone, with his holy Spirit, 
to ſanQtify us; but alſo with his blood, that he might firſt expiate.our fins. 
We ſhould therefore, firſt of all, penitently ſeek and obtain remiſſion of fins in his 
blood; then may we hope to obtain the water of life, the Holy Choſt, for our in- 
ward purification and ſanctification. And his holy Spirit will beat witneſs within 
us, that the Spirit, or the law of the Spirit, the Goſpel,” is truth, that Gon will 
fulfil his word; and as he hath promiſed us, will give us everlaſting life, We have 
three witneſſes of it in heaven, and three on earth. And if we believe in CRHIZ 157, 
we have this true teſtimony in burſeives; and may therefore aſſuredly know, that, 
« having the Son of Cop, we have life, eternal Life; for he is, accordit g to ver. 20. 
< life eternal;“ and confequently, being in him, we are already entered int ver- 
_ laſting life. e e Ae ae 
| Let all our tongues be one, By water we are purify'd, 
* Io praife our Gop on bigh; © _ Aud pardon 4 Fus bloc. 
. Who from his boſom ſent his Son, It coft him cries and tears ; 
| To etch. us ſtr;ngers nigh. To bring-us near. to God! © - 
we Saviour's pierced ſide Great was our debt, and he appears 
our'd out a dcuble flood; Jo make our payment good. 


. 2 U N E IT, 


Aud no man hath aſcended up to heaven, but he that came down from heavens 

| een th the Son of many which is in Maven, Joux li. 13. 
t 
0 mere man whatever has wad... or can enter into * ſecrets of Gop's 
heart in heaven, relating to ꝓhe great myſteries of ſalvation, ſo as immediately 
and pertealy to underſtand them, and make them known to others; but this pri- 
vilege is peculiar to the Meſſiah, who is ſpoken of under the character of the 
Son of man, Ps RLM Ixxx. 17. and Dax. vii. 13. and always had an exiftence in 
heaven” as the Son of GD; and who came from thence irito an incarnate ſtate, 
that he might reveal Gop's counſels to meg. As many are perplexed about the 
_ divinity of Cuz1sT, the following note may belp them to conceive of that matter 
more properly. As the divine and human natures were united in the perſon of 
CantsT, attributions are made of the properties of one nature to him, whilſt he is 
ſpoken of under a title which relates to his' other nature. Thus, when it is ſaid, 
1 Cok. U. 8. © The Lon p of glory was crucified ;** and AcTs xx. 28. he is called 
Gos, whopurchaſed the church with his own bload ; ;” the meaping is not, that he, 
as the Lox p of glory, was crucified, or, as Gop, ſhed his blood; as if the divine nature 
could be crucified and bleed ; but that the perſon, who waz the LozD of glory in 
one nature, was crucified. in the other, c. So when it is (aid, the Son of man is 
in heaven; the meaning is not, that he, as the Son of man, was there whilſt he 
was on the earth; n who was here in R 
his divine. 


J will perform my good word towards you ; for 1 knew the thoughts that I. 


think tcauardi you, ſaith the Lord ; thoughts of peace, and not of evil, 


| to gi ve yon an expected end. T hen you ſhall pray unto me, and ] will hrarten 


wnto you; and ye ſhall ſeek me and find me: I will turn away your captivity, 
Jes. xxix 10, 11, 13. For the word of the Lord is right ; for he ſpoke 
and it was done, he commanded and it ſtood faſt, PSALM xxxiii. 4. 9. 


ERE it ſo light a matter to rely on the faithfulneſs of God in 
times of diſtreſs, what need to give ys ſo many and various pro- 
miſes ? If our faith be right, we muſt alſo endure and wait his time 
with patience, which certainly is not an eaſy taſk ; fince the promiſe of 
he Log not only tarries very often, but ſometimes 2 
rt will ha that providence goes quite contrary to the word, and 
Hos as if 12 45 be true at = And then we muſt remember 
that theſe are the very ways and methods of Gop, which have ever been 
in the deep, and acted contrary to our expectation. This the corruption 
of our nature requires; and the wiſdom of Gop eyer chooſes firſt to 
help us inwardly, and prepare us to a right uſe of his outward helps 
and favours ; and thus we receive always a double bleſſing at once from 
is hands, + Bert: eee 


Who ſhall pretend to teach him ſkill? | His wiſdom, like a ſea divine, 
Qr guide the counſels of his will ? Flows deep _ high beyond our line, 


= J UNE Þ 


Behold, T will allure ber, and bring her into the wilderne/s, and Heal . 
fortably unto her, Hos. ii. 14. Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the 


es > let ns lodge in the willages, CANT. vii. 11. 


| Lond, the world is nothing to me but a wilderneſs, a place of tri- | 


bulation, where, being daily toſſed to and fro, I enjoyed no reft ; 
but whenever I lifted up my heart and looked for peace in thee by prayer, 


thou haſt always ſpoke comfortable things to me, and even carried me 


ſafe through all outward diſtreſſes. Grant that by this I may be ſtrength- 


ened for the time to come, when I am at a loſs again what courſe to 


take. Let me always firmly believe thee to be a preſent help in all 
things, who art willing and able to carry me furthermore through ever 
ſo many and great troubles and T * I * be ſafely arrived 


at the ports of heaven. 


Lox», what a wretched land i is this, 7 vet the dear path to thine abode 
That yields us no ſupply, | Lies thro' this horrid Iand: 
Nochearing fruits, no wholeſome trees, Lok ol we would keep the heav'nly road, 
Nor ftreams of living joy? And run at thy command. 


But pricking thorns thro” all the groude, Our ſouls ſhall tread the deſart thro*. 


And mortal poiſons grow: With undiverted feet; 
And all the rivers that are found, And faith and flaming zeal ſubdue 


With dang'rous waters flow. | | The terror that we meet. 


\ 


«+ 
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5 2 you pray, Jays. % Our Father,” &. Te 2 and receive . f 


becauſe ye aſe amiſs, Luxk xi. 2. James iv. 3. 


his converſion, when he prayed for chaſtity) are afraid, leſt Go» ſhould 
hear them; they do not care that Gop ſhould ſay Amen, or, So be it, though they 
themſelves will ſay ſo. They ſay, Our Father,” but it he be their father-where is 
his honour ? They ſay, Which art in heaven; but did they believe it, how durſt 
they fin as they do upon earth? "They ſay, * Hallowed be.thy name; yet take 


M ay the Lon p's prayer, who do not pr 7 it, they (like Auſtin, "before 
* 


| Gov's name in vain. They ſay, Thy kingdom come * yet oppoſe the coming of 


his kingdom. They fay, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” yet will 
not ſtand to their words, for © this is the will of Gov, their fanRification ;** but 
they want none of that. They ſay, © Give us this day our daily bread; yet mind 
not the feeding of their ſouls with the © bread (CuntsT Jzsvs) which came down 
« from heaven.” They fay, “Forgive us, as we forgive others” but, alas! if 
Gov ſhould take them ar their word, how undone were they, whoſe hearts burn 
to malice and revenge. They ſay, ** Lead us not into temptation ;** yet run into it, 
and tempt Satan himſelf to tempt them. They ſay, Deliver vs from evil; and 
yet deliver themſelves to evil, and give up themſelves «to fulfil the luſt 'of the 
<« fleſh,” Sc. Yea it hath been abſerved, that they fin moſt again this prayer, 


- | who ickle maſt for the ſaying of this prayer. Reader, how often haſt thou been 


guilty of ſuch vain petitions and repetitions ? Wonder not, if thou prayeſt 1 in ſuch 
a manner as this, that thou art a poor receiver; imprint a ſenſe of the divine ma- 


jeſty and mercy upon thy mind, that thy prayers may be fervent and earneſt, and 
Gop will bleſs thee. 


AMiſt and teach me how to pray; {| What thou abhorr'ft, that let me flee, 
\ Incline my nature to obey: 5 And only love what pleaſes thee. 


b 


WS. „ 
Jusvs Cnxisr the fame efterday, 0 days and for ever, Hes. xiii. 8. 


I bo of God is made unto. us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, ana ſan#ifica- 
tion; that, as it is quritten, he that glories, let him glory in the Loxp, 


1 Cos. i. 30, 31. He has finiſhed the tranſgreſſion, he has made tt- | 


conciliation for iniquity; he has brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs, Dax. 
ix. 24- In him have We righteouſneſs and | firegth, Isa. xlv. 24. 


IN ourſelves we fad nothing but miſery ; 3 1h Carisr all that is good ; 
| nay, he is himſelf our All; he works and gives what is neceſſary to 
ſalvation, therefore we cannot, and need not bring any thing to him of 


our own; but ſince he is made unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctifi- 
3 and all; we may, and muſt rely only on his name, and draw 
every thing from him by the continual prayer of faith. And he being 
our All, the law, ſin, Satan, and even our own judgments, have lot | 
I their power and right of condemnation over us. 


+ Fei novan peaks, let Ifrael hear; 
Let all the earth rejoice and fear, 
While God's eternal Son proclaims 
His ſov'reign honours and his names. 


1am the laſt, and f the firſt, 
The earn and God the * ; 


| 


j There's none beſide pretends to ſhew 


Such juſtice and ſalvation too. 


In me alone, ſhall men confeſs, 
Lies all their ſtrength and righteouſneſs 
But ſuch as dare deſpiſe my name, - 


I'll clothe them with eternal ſhame. 


| | — ö 9 187 
Beloved, if Gob Jo lowed us, wwe ought alſo to. lobe one another; Joun iv. 
11. 1 ſay unto you, Love your enemies, blejs them them that cur/e yous 
. do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that deſpitefully uſt 


5 yon and per ſecute you; that you may be the children of your Father which 
- 7 © #5 in eawutn; MATE. 3: qe nt Uo on yd gf ET 
[ 5 25 3 ; | | | 


 T FYPOCRITES may counterfeit the children of Gop in many 
--Y things, but they cannot love their enemies from their hearts; and 
; yet by this we muſt try and know ourſelves, whether we are really chil- 
to dren of Gop or not. The world very eafily, but falſly, ſuppoſes this; 

of but fincere chriſtians find it often very hard to believe it, without a 


fi- divine ſenſe and aſſurance of it ; it coſts them many a ſore conflict: for 
* if Satan diſputed the Sonſhip of CHRIST, much leſs will he ſpare any of 
ng us. But ſince a true love to the children of Goo, and to our enemies, is 
oſt a ſure evidence of our ſtate of grace, we have our titles clear to it, though 
we ſhould walk in darkneſs, aud be deſtitute of all pleaſant ſenſations. : 
Now by the bowels of my Gop, | Let bitter words no more be known - 
id His ſharp diſtreſs, his ſore complaints; | Amongſt the ſaints, the ſons of peace. 
| By his laſt groans, his dying blood, 1 Tehder and kind be all our thoughts 3 
I charge my ſoul to love the ſaints. | Thro' all our lives let mercy run: 
neſs Clamour, and wrath, and war, begone ; | So Cop forgives our num'rovs faults; 


Envy and ſpite for ever ceaſe; 


For the dear ſake of CR R118 T his Son. 
| M 4 Fo 


Hed bt ' ſaid ts bir farwant, Go up now, lool toward the fea. And be 
went af and looked, and aid, 70 here is . and he Jaid, Go again 
he una, bie, 1 Kids xviil, 43. 


IX times Elijah's ſervant looked 8 the ſea, before he could ſee | 
any thing; the ſeveath time he ſaw a cloud, but no bigger than his 
. ; yet that cloud, within a few hours, covered the heaven with 
darkneſs, and the earth with rain. Juſt ſo may be the caſe with many 
a one when he 18. praying to his God, as Caleb's daughter did unto her 
father, JupGes i. 15. Thou haſt hitherto made me the owner of a dry, 
a barren heart, but give me now ſome ſprings of water, ſome feeling, 
| at leaft, ſome ſorrow for my fins. Well, though at fix times bending 
of thy knees, Gov doth not grant it, and though at the ſeventh there 
appear but one ſmall drop ſwimming in thine eyes, yet be not diſcom- 
forted, that drop may prove a ſhower, the beginning of that thaw may 
at laſt diſſolve the very heart to water; or if not fo, from that ſmall 
drop, that ſpot of ſorrow, there is made a reflection of true repent- 
ance ; and as there 1s full Joy for the total, the full converſion of a 
anner, ſo there is a proportion, a meaſure of joy for one tear, Days 
for one deſire of a tear, of any one ſinner that repenteth. ; 


— ws 18, 169 
Ye hall drive out all the inhabitants of the land; but if you will not drive 
TT out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it ſhall come to paſs, that 
thoſe which you let remain of them, ſhall be prieks in your eyes and thorns in 
your fides, and fhall vr you in the land wherein ye dapell, Nuns. xxxiv. 

- 52, 55. See this fulfilled, Jups. i. 27. chap. ii. 14. Manafeh dit not 
s | driveout the inbabitants of Bethjhean, &c. and the Canaanites would dauell 
h of i that land; jo that they (the Iſraelites) could not any longer fand before 
y 


their enemies. 5 


HE very ſame is to be obſerved in the holy and ſpiritual battles of 


the Loxp. He that fights only againſt outward fins, is bat very 
„ | little, if at all, acquainted with the dangerous enemies in bis heart, or 
3» | the deep corruption of original ſin, and fo the tempter may eaſily gain an 
g | advantage over him. Experienced chriſtians guard more againſt the in- 
re ward aſſaults of wickedneſs; they are at peace with no fin, but keep up 
n- a conſtant war with all their moſt ſybtie and darling luſts, even when they 
2 appear under a ſpiritual diſguiſe. O Loxd, give me grace never to ſpare 


all myſelf, or any of my ſinful luſts and paſſions, but to deſtroy them with- 
ie= | Out delay, as ſoon as they begin to move or ſtir, that I may not be de- 
; ſtroyed by them. | OT aL; Hts 2 . 
fa Forgive my guilt, O Prince of peace, | Furniſh me, Lox p, with heav'nly arms 
ays I'll wound my ſoul no more: From grace's magazine, | 
Hence from my heart, ye fans, be gone; | And I'll proclaim eternal war 
For Jesvs I adore, | With ev'ry darling fin, 


— <0: 5 215. —_ 
In the beginning Gon treated dhe heaven and the earth; and the earth uu 


* 5 1 
ait hout form and void, and darkneſs was upon the face of the deep; and 
the Spirit of Gon nicved upon the face of the waters, GEN. i. 1, 2. We 
are his workmanſhip, created in Cyr1sT Jesus, Note, unto good works, 


 ,whichGon has before ordained, that wwe ſhould walk in them, Een. ii. 10. 


HEREFORE, before we can do truly good works, we muſt firſt be 

created and born a- new. How is it poſſible for a man to make any 

progreſs in renovation, if areal change has not been wrought in his heart? 
We muſt needs be firſt tripped of our own righteouſneſs and ſtrength, 


and made ſenſible of our ſpiritual nakednefs, poverty, and nothingneſs, 
by true repentance 3 then ſeek remiſſion of fins and be juſtified, before 
wie can be ſanctified. CarisrT being the vine, we muſt firſt be planted. 
in him, and draw nouriſhment and ſtrength from him, by faith. When 
It is fulfilled, © they ſhall feed and lie down on his paſture, and none 


* ſhall make them afraid,” Zen. iii. 13. Then we ſhall be able to 
bring forth good fruits, and obtain victories. For it is Gop himſelf 
that thus makes us perfect in every good work, and prepares a table 
before us in the preſence of our enemies. = 7, 


Mighty Redeemer ! ſet me free | O, make my ſoul alive to thee, 
From my old Late of fin; Create new pow'rs within 


JU N - i wt 


tn the Cons have 1 Basa and Fane Is Al. Av. 24. 2 Cox. H. 
14. chap. v. 19. 


J_STIFICATION throbgh faith in Cax157, at firſt is a very dark doctrine, bard 
underſtood ; but afterwards we find, by experience, that it would be.im- 

«ible to Ve ſaved in any other way, and that nothing can be ſurer than this, 
though all mankind ſhould turn away from jt. It will ſoon plainly appear, that all 


things, even our beſt performances, are unclean in the fight of Goo, and could nat 


be agreeable to him in the leaſt, without the covering of CRRIST's fighteouſneſs. 
Thus we are brought to ſubmit entirely to Cyz1sT, and at laſt to look upon our. 
ſelves wholly juſtified through him, which alone * reſt, Eg _ a ben 


tle ſpirit, the true image of CugisT. 


In vain do we expect to effect this by che perfuaſions of « our natural IDS or 
the ſtrong reſolutions of a generous mind. It is only to keep us off from earneſtly 
wreſtling in prayer, if by our own ſtrength ſometimes we are able to maſter our 
affections. But this is only a building of our own. Ihe form of godlineſs we have 
without its power: we deceive. our own fouls. Nothing can be pleaſing in the 
fight of Gop, and profit us in the laſt day, but what he works himſelf. Away there- 
fore with all theſe doings of our own. Let us acknowledge the weakneſs and no- 
thingneſs of our ſtrength, and apply in our poor, blind, naked, loft, and miſerable 


condition, to the rig hteouſneſs of CaxrisT's blood; then we that alſs find power 
and dominion over lin, Is A1. XXXili. 24. 


Sinners ſhall hear the found ; - | Our righteouſneſs and ſtrengthi is found 
Their thankful tongues ſhall own, In thee the Lox» alone. 


r . 
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Is the day of my trouble I will call upon thee, for thou quilt hear me, PSALM 
Ixxxvi. 8.—Gobp's anſwer; Then Halt thou call, and the LoD Hall 


anſauer; thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall ſay, Here I am, Is AI. lviii. 9. The 


' Lond zs rich unto all who call upon him; and it ſball come ta paſs, that 


* 


the comfort of the weak, is ſeveral times * in ſcripture, Jog 
e 


Ii. 32, Acrs ii. 21. Row. x. 12, 13, 19.) Therefore when the righteous 
cry, the Loan heareth them, and delivereth them out of all their troubles, 

- PSALM xxxiv. 18. The LORD id nigh untg all that call upon him, PSALM 
cxlv. 18. The prayer of a righttous man availeth much, IAuks v. 16. 


| FN Glorious promiſe! how can Gop deny me any thing now that I 


pray for? He has paſſed his word for it; his Son has purchaſed it; 
the holy Spirit inſpires the prayer; the word holds it forth, and the 


Prayer of faith lays hold of it, and actually receives it. Prayer is the | | 


mouth of faith. If thou wilt have much, open thy mouth wide, and 
** 1t ſhall be filled.” Who then ſhould not be ſtirred up to pray much! 
O what faoliſhnes is this, that we have nothing, but may obtain all 
from Gos, and yet are ſo loth to pray much and pray right. 


He hears his children cry; Eis grace is ever nigh. | 


all call upon the name of the Loed fhall be ſaved; (this, to 
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Savear wet at all, Marr. v. 34. 


VEAR not by the creatures, for that in effect is ſwearing by their maker. Nor 
by him, but when called to it by authority for confirmation, and putting an 


end to arite; and even that is to be done with feriouſheſs, ſincerity, and circum- 


ſpection; in truth, and therefore not falily, or deceitfully, which is calling the 


Gov of truth to witneſs a lie; St. Paul regarded it as * the truth of Gov,” Rom. 
ix. 1. and ſo will all good men, PS AL. xxiv. 4.—in judgment, not raſhly, vainly, 


unadviſedly, or needleſsly, as Saul, 1 Sam. xiv. 39. Suchoaths, promiſes, and vows, 
are better broke than kept, becauſe they are enſnaring and dangerous; but beſt not 
made at all; conſideration is always neceſſary ;—in righteouſneſs ; the matter 


| lawful and poſfible, otherwiſe it will be inexpedient, finfal, and ruinous. HM fog 


every idle word we muſt give an account in the day of judgment, then ſurely for 


every idle, trifling, common oath, ſuch a3, © Faith and troth, Gop bleſs me, By | 


my foal, As I live and breathe, O Cunxis r, &c. Much more for horrible curſing 
and blaſphemy, which profanes Gos's name, is the language of the bottomleſs 
pit, ſprings from, and tends to it. In a word, perjury, which is a complicated 
_ robs the innocent of his right, -perverts juſtice, - therefore threatened, ZI cn. 
. 5. Gos often takes the falſe-ſwearer and imprecator of vengeance at his word, 
* ferteing him dead on the pot. Loxo ! help the guilty to repent and ſeek par- 
don tbrough the blood of Cxa 18s, and all to watch and pray againſt ie. 


3 JUNE 


Dearly beloved, avenge not yourſelves, but = give place unto wrath 2 
1 it is written, V. engeance i” mine, I will repay, ſaith the Lordy 
Rom. X11. We. 


Ivo. ye then, my brethren, would it be wiſe to ſoatch' the rod out | 
of the all-powerful hand of Go to take it into our own, even was | 

it in our power to do it? We are taught by the holy 88 not to 
avenge ourſelves, it being daring preſumption to uſurp God's province, 
and to ſtep into his throne. He that chaſtiſeth the nations, ſhall he not 
correct ? Might may overcome right for a time, to try God's chil- 
dren: but whether that is done with a cloſe hand, fo as not to be diſ- 
covered; or with a high hand, fo as not to be controuled, Gap will 
In his due time new bimſelf, and affert his prerogative againſt all that 
infringe it. It is therefore our wiſdom, when we ſuffer wrong, to call 
to mind, and copy our bleſſed Loxp's meritorious ence, committing 
Ourſelves to him that Judgeth righteouſly. 


Grace dwells with juſtice on the throne | When Gov in his own for reign ways 
And men that love thy word, a Comes down to ſave th' oppreſt, 
Have in thy ſanctuary known The wrath of man ſhall work bis praiſe, 
The counſels of the Lox p: 1 And he U reſtrain the reſt. 
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If any man be in Cars he is @ new creature, 2 COR. v. 17. 85 


I ET no man be diſcouraged from coming to ChRISsT, becauſe he 


finds not in himſelf that godly ſorrow for fin, that ability to re- 


pent, that diſpofition of heart which he deſires to have; we muſt firſt be 


in nis, before we are new creatures. This is a common fault among 
us; we would fain have ſomething before we come; we think Gop's 
pardons are .not free, but we muſt .bring ſomething in our hand; 


whereas the proclamation runs thus, Buy without money; that is, 
come without any excellency at all; becauſe we are commanded to 
| ** come, and take the water of life freely.“ Therefore do not ſay, I 


have a ſinful diſpoſition, and a hard heart, and cannot mourn for ſin 
as I ſhould, therefore I will ſtay till that be done. It is all one as if 
you ſhould ſay, I muſt go to the phyſician, but I will have my wounds 


well, and my diſeaſe healed firſt. The end of going to Chaisr is, 


that this very hardneſs of thy heart may be taken away; that this very 
deadneſs of thy ſpirit may be removed; that thou mayeſt be enlivened, 
quickened, healed ; that thou mayeſt hate fin, for he is thy phyfician ; 
look not for ſanQification before juſtification ; nor for the fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs before thou art made righteous by faith in him; thou muſt 
be firſt in CansT, before thou canſt be a new creature, 


n 
Al things are Iaguful unto me, but all things are not expedient 3 all things are 
"FN for me, but 1 will nol be voy under the peeve f « any, 1Cor. vi. 12. 


ANY that are well affected to den that receive nftroftions of 
piety with pleaſure and ſatisfaction, often wonder how it comes 
to paſs, that they make no greater progreſs in that religion which they 
io much admire. Now the reaſon of it is, becauſe religion lives only in 
their head, while ſomething elfe has poſſefhon of their heart; and there- 
fore they continue from year to year mere admirers and praiſers of piety, 
without ever coming up to the reality and perfection of its precepts. 
It be aſked why religion does not get poſſeſſion of their hearts; the rea- 
fon is, not becauſe they live in groſs fans or debaucheries, for their re- 
gard to religion preſerves them from ſuch diſorders; but becauſe their 
hearts are conſtantly employed, perverted, and kept in. a wrong ſtate, | 
by the indiſcreet uſe of ſuch things as are lawful to be uſed : for our 


fouls may receive an infinite hurt merely by the abuſe of innocent and | 


tawfol things. What is more innocent than reſt and retirement? and 
yet what more dangerous than ſloth and idleneſs ? what is more lawful | 
than eating and drinking? and yet what more deſtructive of virtue than 
ſenſuality and iadu!gence ? How lawtul and praiſe-wortby is the care of 
a family? and.yet what ſo prejudicial as a worldly and ſolicitous tem- 


per ? der, follow the apoſile, and beware of lawful * Keep | 


thy heart free from the power of them, 


* 
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Aud the inhabitants fall not Jay, J am fick : the people that dwell therein 
Hall be forgiven their iniquity, Is Al. xxxiii. 24. See alſo Ps AL M cxxx. * 
Exkx. xvi. 63. Luxx vii. 1 Jonn 1 ii. 1, 2. 


N theſe paſſages we ſee that a right belief of the remiſſion of ſins, or 
of juſtification, conſtraĩns us moſt of all things to fear and love Gay, 
which cannot fail of producing true holineſs. This faith of a believer 
hanging upon grace, and fixing its eye on Cazist alone, as conſcious 
there is nothing good in him, but much evil, humbling him, both keeps 


him in reſt and joy, and makes him willing and able 15 . the 9 hin 


race; whereas a reliance on works and experiences, puffs up, and pro- 


| duces nothing but unbelief, uncaſinefs, uncertainty, and weakneſs : 


works and gracious experiences are very comfortable and encourag- 


ing, but are not to be depended 


There is a voice of ſov'reign grace Stretch out thine arm, abr King 


Sounds from the ſacred word ; | My reigning fins fubdue ; 

Ho ! ye defpairing ſinners, come Drive the old dragon from his ſeat, 
And truft upon the Lond. + And ſorm my ſoul a- new. 

My ſoul obeys th' almighty call, | A guilty, weak, and hetpleſs worm, 

And runs to this relief; On thy kind arms I fall! 

I would believe thy promiſe, Leap; ; | Be thou my ſtrength and rightcouſneſs, 

o! help-my 2 . i My Irsvs and my A 
N 


9 1 


A good gift, « and every perfect gift is from above, Ja MES 1. 17. 


EAD ER, it is a point of the greateſt importance for thee to know, 

that every evil thing is of thyſelf, and every good thing of Gop ; 
without faith we cannot be ſaved ; but, faith St. Paul, Erh. 11. 8. « by 
1 grace are ye ſaved through faith, and that not of yourſelves, ic % 
the gift of Gop.” We are called upon to repent ; but in Acrs v. 31. 
we read that Car1sT is exalted at the Father's right hand, to be a 
< Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Iſrael. We muſt be 
born again, but regeneration is wholly of God's will; © which were 
4 born, not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of | 
man, but of Gov,” Joan i. 13. —Saving knowledge i is likewiſe the | 
ift of Gop ; ** to you it is given to know the myſteries of the kingdom 
of heaven,” Marr. iv. 11. Effectual calling is alſo of Gop's grace, 
2 TIM. i. 9. Juſtification is of Gop's grace, we are juſtified freely. 
Adoption alſo is an act of grace, he vouchſafes that high privilege, not 
in common to all, but only to ſo many as he pleaſeth. Perſeverance in 
duty is alſo Gop's gift, for “we are preſerved by the power of Gop to 
<« falvation.” Eternal life is alſo a gift, ſor the gift of Gop is eternal 


life through Jesus Cnaisr.“ The knowledge of theſe things, reader, E 


will keep thee humble and dependent, and diſpoſe thee to give to Gow | 
the glory of his grace. 2 


— 


F 
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2A Ne would ſee Is us. Search the ſcriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal 
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life, and they are they which teſtify of me, Joan xii. 21. and ch. v. 39. 


© TT is remarkable, that the wiſe men travelling to find Chars r, followed 


only the ſtar; and as long as they had that in their view they were 


| aſſured that they were in the right way, and we may believe had great 


pleaſure in their journey; but when they entered into Jeruſalem (whereas 


the ſtar led them not thither, but into Bethlehem) and there would be 


inſtructed where Cxz1sT was born, they were not only ignorant of the 
place where, but they had alſo loſt the fight of the ſtar that ſhould guide 
them thither. Whereby we are taught this uſeful leſſon, that when we 


are going to learn CHRIST, to ſeek CHRIST, who is above, to beware 

we loſe not the ſtar of Gon's word, which only is the mark that ſnews 
us where Car1sT is, and which way we may come to him: Whereunto 
may be added, that if with David we make the word of Gop © a lan- 


ie thorn to our feet, and a light to our paths,“ we ſhould not be led afide 
by every falſe fire that preſents itſelf to us; but by keeping cloſe to the 
word of Gop, we ſhall be brought to the knowledge of CHRIST here, 
and to the full enjoyment of him hereafter. Reader, this little book is 


only deſigned to lead thee to ſearch the ſcriptures, which are able ta 


c make thee wiſe unto ſalvation through faith in Jesus CHRIST.“ 
Eternal life God's word imparts, { Here ſweeter comforts cheer our hearts 


Whereon each fainting ſpirit lives, | Than all the N of nature gives. 
* 28 


180 | FF U NN E * 29. 


Let no corrupt communication proereed out of your mouth, but that which it 
good to the uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter grace unto the bearers - 
and prieve not the holy Spirit of Gop, Let not filthins/s be once named 
among you, nor fooliſh talking, nor jeſting, which are not convenient, 
Ern. iv. 29. Chap. v. 4. EN 


'FDLE words are hurtful words; they grieve the holy Spirit, deſtroy 


what power has been obtained by prayer, and cauſe nothing but le- 


vity and diſtraction of mind. Let this be a caution againſt talking too 


much; for if it does not tend to the glory of Gop, it is nothing but cor- 
rupt communication. May all chriſtians tak? heed to refrain their tongues, 


and never ſpeak unadvifedly ; but always confider firſt whether their 


words can be profitable to others, and aceeptable to Gop in heaven. O 
Lord, teach me by thy wiſdom to put a lock to my mouth, and to weigh 
rey word like gold. Let my heart and lips be moved and governed 
by thy holy Spirit, that both my filence and talking may be according 
to thy will and direction. Grant that I may always chiefly converſe wit 
thee in prayer and thankſgiving, for the good of my own ſoul and others. 
And whenever I am to open my lips in due time, let my words be fo 
ſeaſoned and bleſſed as to adminſter grace to the hearers. 


So let our lips and lives expreſs 
The holy goſpel we profeſs ; 


So let our words and virtues ſhine 
Is 0e prove the do Grins all divine. 


pipe 1 1 
I And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder ſet upon the earth, and the top of 
it reached to heaven: and behold, the angels of Gon aſcending and de- 
ſcending on it, GEN. Xxviil. 12. e 0 7 


ls ladder is an emblem of the divine providence, which governs 
all things. Its being ſet upon the earth, denotes the ſteadineſs 

of providence, which nothing is able to unſettle; its reaching up to 
heaven, ſignifies its univerſality, or that it extends to all things: the ſe- 
veral ſteps of the ladder are the motious and actions of providence ; the 
angels going up and down, ſhew that they are the great miniſters of 
providence, never idle, but always employed in the preſervation of the 
Juſt; their aſcending, means their going up to receive the divine orders 
and commands ; and their deſcending, their coming down upon earth 
to put them in execution. So that, in this repreſentation, Gop fignified 
to Jacob, now full of care and uneaſy apprehenſions, that the man 
who was under the cuſtody and protection of divine providence, want- 
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ed not company in a wilderneſs; wanted not ſecurity in the midſt of 

dangers ; wanted not direction in the moſt difficult undertakings ; ſince 

there were ſo many miniſtering ſpirits bolding correſpondence between 

earth and heaven, and daily and hourly *«* ſent forth from Gop's pre- 

« ſence to miniſter unto them who ſhall be heirs — ſalvation.“ 
EY N3 
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EQ Alleluia; for the Lonx p Gop omnipotent reigneth, Rev. xix. 6. 

ob is the Lord of hoſts, he is the great commander of heaven and 
earth; he it is that directs the conflicts, neither are any put 
to try maſtery, no field pitched, no battle fought, but by his ſpecial order 
and commiſſion, and all for the accomplifhment of his glory. But it be- 
falleth us, as it doth with them which ſtand in the ſame level wherein two 
great armies are ready to engage, they conceive them to be a diſordered 
multitude ; whom, notwithſtanding, if they beheld from a high hill, they 
would diſcern that they were artificially ranged, and every one ſerving 
under his own colours. Even ſo men, who behold the ſtate of the world, 
with the eyes of fleſh and blood, dim by reafon of the corruption of their 
judgments, and weakneſs of their affections, think all things are out of 
order; they ** ſee ſervants riding on horſes and princes going on foot ;?? 
that the worſe men are, the better they fare ; and they fare the worſe, the 
better they are; but if they would go into Gon's ſanctuary, and judge of 
occurrences by heavenly principles, then they would confeſs, that no 
army on Earth can be better marſhalled, than the great army of all the 
creatures of heaven and earth, yea, and of hell too; and that, notwith- 
ſtanding all appearances to the contrary, all is well, and will end well, 
eſpecially io Gop's people; and that the Gop of order will bring light 
out of darkneſs, and order out of the greateſt confuſion, could they but 
have patience, and let him alone with his own work. 05 
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Thou 324 thruft fore at me, that I 7 might fall; But the Lord helped me. 


ae n in Ixsus CHRIST, and called, Ps r. CXViil. 13. Jove „ 


SUS was in the council, undertook our cauſe, ſtruck hands in the covenant as 
our ſurety ; wrought out a righteouſneſs for us, ſuffered our curſe on the free 
to edi us, ever lives, and ever loves, and .ever pleads our cauſe, while he re- 
preſents our perſons before the everlaſtingly gracious, and infinitely juſt and righte- 
ous Jetovan, his Father and out Father, now well pleaſed with us, becauſe ac- 
cepted and preſerved in the beloved. Are theſe things ſo? And has the Lon p, the 


Spifit, the glorifier of JESus, enlightened our underſtandings to ſee theſe things, | 


enabled us to believe, and aſſured our hearts of our own happy ſhare and intereſt in 


them? O my ſoul, ſtop, reflect, dwell on ſuch wonderful power; matvellous fa- 
vour, diſtinguiſhing love, and appropriated metcy ! Now let all mine enemigs ex- 


ert theit utmoſt power, 1 will not be afraid. Afflictions, pains, temptations may 


await me, waves and ſtorms may go over my head, Satan may fift me as wheat, 
the waters of death may prove bitter to my taſte, yet will I not be diſcouraged ; he 


that died for me, will take care of me; he that pardoned my aggravated offences, 
will heal my infirmities ; he that knew the power of temptation, will ſupport and 
deliver me out of all. This I believe, Los b, help my unbelief ! 

The wiſdom, the power, the love, the promiſe, the covenant, and the oath of 


Jenovan, ftand all engaged for the preſervation of a poor, 8 believer in 
Jesus. Alleluia. | 
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Learn of of me, 6 I an meek and 155 in heart ; and ye ſhall find reſt unto 


your fouls, MATT. xi. 29. Be clothed with humility, for God reſiſts the 
proud, and gives grace to 1 humble. Humble qourſeleves therefore under 
* mighty hand of Go, that he thay exall you in due time, 1PET. v. 5, 6, 


| duch as are havghty and ſelf-conceited, ruſh NP" the mighty hand 
of Gon, and deſtroy themſelyes : but thoſe that bow and humble 
under it, will be protected by the ſame, Whatever {kill of learning and 


demonſtration we may acquire in the ſchools of human ſciences, if we 
do not learn to be lowly in heart, and dead to the world, the ſcripture 
does not allow us to be truly wiſe and enlightened, bat calls us“ poor, 
blind, miſerable, worldly ſtudents of- glory,” Prov, xi. 2. 1 Cos. 
firſt and fecond chapters. Therefore, The more a man dies to this 


« world, the more js he 3 


Lon p, if thou the grace impart, 
Poor in ſpirit, meek in heart, 
I ſhall as my Maſter be, 

| Rooted in humility. 


| Pleas'd with all che Lon b RE RY 
| Wean'd from all the world beſides. 


Father, fix my ſoul on thee, 

| Ev'ry evil let me flee; 
Nothing want beneath, above; 
| * in 5 precious love. 


Simple, teachable, nd mild, 
— d into a little child; 
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Aud Jacob . en his way, and the angels of God met him, Gun. xxxĩi. 1. 


A $ Jacob was favoured with a heavenly viſion, when he firſt depart- 
ed from his father's houſe; ſo the divine Being thought proper 
again to favour him with the ſame token of his protection at his return 
thither, thereby to encourage him to meet with confidence thoſe dangers' 
he had to encounter.—-Hence we may obſerve, that when Gop deſigns 


his people for extraordinary trials, he prepares them by extraordinary 


comforts, We ſhould think it had been more ſeaſonable for theſe an- 
gels to have appeared to him juſt in the heat of his engagement, either 


with Laban before, or Eſau after, than in this calm and quiet interval, 
when he ſaw not himſelf in any imminent peril. But God will have us, 


when we are in peace, to provide for trouble; and when trouble comes, 
to live upon former obſervations and experiences; or, however, to draw 


comfort and encouragement from them; knowing aſſuredly, that he 


who has delivered in ſix troubles, will alſo deliver in ſeven; and in due 


time out of all. —This may be an emblem of Gop's people at death, who 


are then returning to Canaan, to their heavenly father's houſe ; and then 
the angels of Gop will meet them, to congratulate the happy finiſhing 


| of their ſervitude, and carry them to their everlaſting reſt. 
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Fer by thy word's thou ſhalt be juſtiſed, and by thy words thou Galt be con- 
©  demned, MATT. xii. 37. 


TY general bent and turn of a man's diſcourſe, isa ſure index to 
1 the diſpoſition of his mind; for ** out of the abundance of the heart 

s the mouth ſpeaketh.” Other outward'marks may be imitated ; but to 
offend not in tongue, to be free from detraction and boaſting, to ſpeak x 
the truth in love, to © let no corrupt communication” (nothing contrary 

to peace or holineſs) proceed out of the mouth ;” this is the fin- 
ger of God. Here the Hypocrite and Formaliſt always fail. Let us 

earneſtly pray for grace to bridle the tongue. O Logo, ſet a watch 
„ upon my mouth, keep the doors of my lips ;*? that I may never bring 
a reproach upon my proſeſhon, by ſpeaking proud, falſe, fooliſh, or cen- 
forious words. 2 


The tongue, that moſt unruly powꝰ' r, Lon p! can a feeble helpleſs worm 

Requires a ſtrong reſtraint : Perform a taſk ſo hard! | 

We muſt be watchful ev'ry hour, Thy grace muſt all the work perform, 
And pray, but never faint, And give the free reward. 


Looſe them and bring them unto me ; and if any ſay aught unto you, ye ſhall 
Jay, the Lord hath need of them, and firaightway he will ſend them, 
MATT. xxi. 2, 3. The Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and 
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the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with 
Fre, and his bands locſed from off his bands, JUDGES xv. 14. 


Hubs the Spirit of the Load makes us free from all ſpiritual bonds; 


for where the Spirit of the Loxd is, there is liberty.“ 2 Cox. iii. 


17. Though I was torn from Cha ist by the enemy; yet as a robber he 
gets no right to me. Car1sT does not give up for this reaſon his right, 

which he 

his grace to give up myſelf to him, and defire to be delivered from the 


as to me on ſo many accounts; and as ſoon as I am willing by 


power of Satan, he vindicates and ſaves me, as his property; I am his, 


Satan looſes his hold, and nothing in the world can withhold' me from 
him. All the fetters muſt fall off. ER 


What tho? the hoſts of death and hel! My Goo has broke the ſerpent's teeth, 
All arm'd againſt me ſtood, And death has loſt his ſting. 


Terrors no morxe ſhall ſhake my ſoul ; Salvation to the Lox p belongs, 


My refuge is my Goo. | His arm alone can ſave: 
Ariſe, O Lon p, fulfil thy grace, | Bleſſings attend thy people here, 
While I thy glory fing: And reach beyond the grave. 


188 ä 


Make you a new heart and a new foirit, Ezkk. xviii. 31. see alſo 2 Cor: 
V. 17, 18—21. 0 


AN are converted, but not entirely to Czrsr and from their 
own righteouſneſs, ſo as to be truly ſenſible of their wickedneſs 
and abomination, and earneſtly to flee to Cnais r for reconcihation and 
righteonſneſs; ; and therefore never get their hearts changed, but conti- 


nue on in their mere outward moral ſtate year after year. O Lord, let 
me daily receive a word from thee, to nouriſh and * my * 
1⁰ as to be renewed daily by it more and more. 


8 


0 tor an heart to love my Gop! YM! An bumble, lowly, contrite heart, 
An heart from fin ſet free ; Believing, true and clean; 


An heart that always feels the blood, | Which neither life, nor death can part 


So freely ſhed for me! 4 From him that dweks within. 


An heart reſign'd, ſubmiſſive, meek, | An heart in ev'ry thought renew'd, 
My dear Redeemer's throne : : | i And fill d with love divine ; 3 | 

Where only Car1sT is heard to ſpeaks Perfect, and right, and pure, and good, 
Where Jesus reigns alone. | A copy, La of thine. 


A ſtranger to myſelf and thee; 


„ 189 
Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things, Luxx 


x. 41. Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the iſſues of 


life, Prov. iv. 23. 


S the virtue of a ſtrong ſpirituous liquor evaporates by degrees in 2 
vial which 1s not clofely ſtopped, in like manner the life and 
power of the Spirit inſenfibly vanities away, if the heart is not kept with 
all diligence. Of the former remains only water; of the latter, nothing 
but the form of religion, or perhaps ſome falſe principles and errors 
crept in. Therefore many muſt be tried and fifted, that they may know, 
like Hezekiah, what is in their hearts, 2 Caron, xxxii. 31. conſequent- 
ly, what more needful, than to take heed to our own ſpirit, and to keep 


cloſe to the written word ; for as the latter times draw nearer, the more 


plauſible will errors and ſeducements appear both on your right hand 


and on your left ; beware of being drawn off from the truth, either b 
falſe worldly prudence, or the pretended ſpiritual form of fanatics ? 


J 


O Load, permit me not to be 


Amidſt a thouſand thoughts I rove, 


Forgetful of my higheſt love. 


Call me away from fleſh and fenſe, 
Oneſoy' reign word can draw me thence; 


I would obey the voice divine, 
And all inferior things reſign. 


| Beearth with all het ſcenes withdrawn ; 


Let noiſe and vanity be gone : 
In ſecret filence of the mind, 


| My heay'n, and there my Gao I find. 
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My foul thirſteth after thee as a barren land, Ps AL. exſiii. 6. Let him 

that is athirft come, and cubaſoc ver auill let him take of the water of life 
freely, Rev. xxii. 17. 1f any man thirſt, let him come unto me and 
drink. He that believes on me, as the ſcripture has ſaid, out of bis 


; belly ſhall flow rivers of living water, Joan vii. 37, 38. 


IIIHEN thou art fo dry and barren, examine thyſelf cloſely what 


- may be the cauſe ; aſk pardon for all offences, and take care to 
mend them. And though thou ſhouldeſt not find any thing particular, 


yet humble thyſelt deeply before the Logp ; but at the ſame time re- 


member that thou art accepted, beloved, juſtified, and bleſſed in 
CHnx1sT ; and in this diſpoſition quietly wait the returns of ſome new 


drops of living water and grace; but be alſo ſure afterwards to cheriſh 


and make a right uſe of them. Thus thou ſhalt be like a watered gar- 


For thee I thirſt, O Loxy, I mourn; | Shall all my joys on earth remove > 
When will thy ſmiling face return? | , And Gop tor ever hide his love? 


Ho! ye that pant fer living ſtreams, Rivers of love and mercy here 

And pine away and die; In a rich ocean join; 

Here you may quench your-raging thirſt | Salvation in abundance flows, 
With ſprings that never dry. Like floods of milk and wine. 


it directly, but ſeem to ſuffer continually. In heaven we ſhall certainly 
ſee it, and reap the bleſſed fruits of all our afflictions and prayers. 


In all my fears, in all my- ſtraits, 


..... ²˙¹·¹w 


My foul 3 upon Gap : from him comes my falwation ; ; he is only my 
defence, I Hall not be greatly moved. Therefore, truſt in hin at all 
times, ye 1 1 pour out your hearts before bim. G OD 14 4 refuge for 
Us, PsaL. Kii 25 3» 9- 


HE x more . patient, believing, faithful, ardent, and ſingle 
we are, the ſooner we ſhall fee the ſalvation and victory of the 


Loxp. Double-minded fouls have the greateſt ſtruggle, and the floths 


ful muſt tarry the longer. Sometimes, it is true, though we are faith- 


ful, yet we muſt cry out, O Logp, how long?“ Ps AL. vi. 4. But ne- 


vertheleſs he always hears and delivers us, though we do not ſee and feel 


My ſpirit looks to Gon alone ; ; | When helpers fail, and foes invade, 
My rock and refuge is his throne; | God is our all-ſufficient aid. 


My ſoul on his ſalvation waits. For ſov'reign pow'r retgns not alone, 
Grace is a partner of the throne : 


Truſt him, ye ſaints, in all your ways; | Thy grace and juſtice, mighty Lon v, 


Shall well divide our laſt reward, 


Pour out your hearts before his face — 


2 
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1 have been young, and new am old : yet I hawe not ſeen the righteous for- 
faken, nor bis feed begging their bread, Ps AL. xxxvii. 2 Ge 


WIE declaration encouraging experience The Lond. indeed careth for 
8 the righteous; for thoſe, who, having ſeen the want of mercy, rely for it upon 
the promiſe of Gon, that there is forgivenets with him, for the obedience unto 
death of Jesus CnzisT. He hath promiſed, that he will never leave nor forſake * 
them—that he will withold from them no manner of thing that is good. He 

"careth alſo for their ſeed ; ſo that they ſhall not beg their bread. He frequently 
provides for them, when their parents are no more, in ſueh unexpected ways, that 
"many who fee it are conſtrained to acknowledge, © this is the Lonp's doing.“ 
And ſometimes, while they are living, he brings bread to their mouths, and alſo 
furniſhes them with opportunities to hear 6f, and ſeek for the bread which came 
down from heaven, and which endureth unto everlaſting life ; thus fnatching them, 
as it were, from the jaws of ignorance and deſtruction. - O Lon d, if mine ears 
have heard—if mine eyes have ſeen—and more eſpecially if I partake of ſuch 
blefſings—may I gratefully own, that thou art a God keeping covenant and mercy ; 
and make this proof of thy faithfulnefs, a ground of reliance upon thee for all 

needful promifed bleſſings ! help me to do my part to caſt all my care on thee— 
and endeavour by przyer, inſtructlon, and example, that thy goodneſs may be 


lanct;fied to my feed, that we may live together here and ane, to the praiſe 
of the glory of thy grace. 
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8 frengtbened with all might thy to bis glorious power, Cot. i. 1 1. 


My ſoul, what encouraging words are theſe! How full of mean- 
| ing! The Lon p our righteouſneſs is the Loxp our ſtrength. He 
is near at hand, believer, to STRENGTHEN thee according to thy need. 
Not in one or two reſpects, but with. all might, with a ſupply ſuited to 


every various occaſion, and that to the utmoſt, anſwerable to what may 


be expected from the exertion of his own glorious power.” Happy 


ſtate of the believer in Jzsus; though feeble in himſelf, ſurrounded 


with enemies, and exerciſed with a continual warfare, he ſhall not be 
overpowered ; for the promiſe and the arm of Gop is on his fide. He 
is in alliance offenſive and defenſive with Him who can do what he 
pleaſes ; and he ſhall therefore be mark more than conqueror — 


kim who has loved him.” 


Let me but hear my Saviour ſay, | 1 glory in infirmity, 

Strength ſhall be equal to thy day; | That Chriſt's own pow r may reſt on me; 
Then I rejoice in deep diſtreſs, When I am weak, then am I ſtrong, 

_ Leaning on all-ſufficient grace, 1 Grace is my ſhield, dene rer myſong 


0 
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| | Hark ! the Redeemer from on high, 
- 8 Sweetly invites his fav'rites nigh ; 
176 From caves of darkneſs and of doubt 
-1% He gently ſpeaks, and calls us out. 
« My fiſter and my ſpouſe, he cries, 


_ < Bound to my heart by various ties; 
Thy pow'rful love my heart detains 


* 


10 ** 13. 


My beloved is mine, and I am his, CAR r. ii. 16. vis i Tavill 
n thee unto me for ever ; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in rigbte- 


ouſneſs, and in judgment, and in loving-kindneſs. I will even betrath thee 
unto me in faithfulneſs and thou Halt know the Lord, Hos. u. 19, 20. 


V faith in the blood of Cyzisr we are accepted, and cloſely united 
to him as our bridegroom. By that we daily eat his fleſh, drink his 
blood, and are ſprinkled all over; ſince even the beſt of our works, our 
prayers and other performances, ſtill want it continually; as appears 
4 from the type, Hep. ix. 19.—21. where it is ſaid, that © All the vellels 
Wi of the miniſtry, and even the book was ſprinkled.” — 


| 


enn ftrong delight and pleaſing chains,” | 


Dear Lon D, our thankful "IG receives 
The hope thy invitation gives; 
To thee our joyful lips ſhall raiſe 
The voice of prayer, the voice of praiſe, 


I am my love's, and he is mine; 


Our hearts, our hopes, our paſſions join; 
Nor let a motion, nor a word, 


Nor thought ariſe to grieve my Lon v: 
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When thou ſaidft, Seek ye my face ; my heart ſaid unto thee, Thy POR Lon, 
will I ſeek, PSALM xxviii. 8. I am thine, /ave me; for 1 have ſought 
2 precepts, PSALM cxix. 94.— Divine anſwer ; They who Jeek me early 

{/ find me, Prov. vii. 17. The bumble Gall ſee this aud be glad, an 
your bearts ſball live that ſeek Gon, PsaLu Ixix. 32. Seek a ye ſhall 
„Marr. vii. 7. And awhoever finds me, an W Prov. vüi. 3 Go 
For I am the hife, Jon xiv. 6. 


IcH arguments and intreaties we may uſe with Goo, to 88 us in 

faith; he does not want them, but we do; and he is well pleaſed when we 
take him At his word. For if we would not draw near to Gov in prayer till our 
hearts were quickened, perhaps we might never come to it. Therefore we muſt 
not indulge ourſelves in ſuch a ſtate of dulneſs, but rather put a force upon ourſelves, 
and pray againſt our natural inclination. Being faithful and inſtant in this, we ſhall 
certainly have our affeftions warmed, and great power and bleffings given from 


above, that our hearts may live. O Los p, I plead thy precious promiſes and all 


thy former deliverances. Thou canſt not deny thy word; I am a child of thy co- 


venant, and thou haſt laid thyſelf under an obligation to help me out, nay to abide, 


to live and reign in me; ; let no fin henceforth have dominion over me. 


| Lox, I addreſs thy heav'nly throne : 1 There ſhed thy choiceſt lgve abroad, 
Call me a child of thine: And make my comforts ſtrong; 
Send down the Spirit of thy Son Then ſhall I ſay, My Father Goo, 
70 form my heart diving, 1 With an unwav'ring tongue. 


Qz 
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O Gov, I truſt in thee ; let me not be aſhamed, PS ALM xxv. 2. In thee, 
O Log, do I hope : thou wilt hear, O Lox D my Go, PsaLM xxxviii. 
15. Let none that wait on thee be aſhamed, PSALM xxv. 3.,—Divine an- 
ſwer ; Hope makes not aſhamed, Rom. v. 5. They that truſt in the Loap 
ſhall be as mount Zion, which abideth for ever, PSALM Cxxv. 1. Pray 
or help, and though it tarry, wait for it; becauſe it will ſurely come, it 

ill not tarry, Has: li. 3. Then thou ſhalt know, &c. IS Al. xlix. 33. 


TYNOES Gow delay his promiſes, and the enemy raiſe a ſaſpicion 
againſt his faithfulneſs ? remember that it is ſaid, WAIT. Thou. 
art ſtill in being, and ſhalt be a witneſs to Gop's faithfulneſs. If he was 
not faithful and true, he could not be Gop. His faithfulneſs is eternal, 
and as ſure and great as himſelf; above all our thoughts. Thou ſhalt 
at laſt the more gloriouſly experience it, and not be aſhamed : ſooner 


ſhall heaven and earth paſs away. He keeps truth for ever,” PsALu 
cxlvi. 6. 


Happy the man whoſe hopes rely His truth for ever ftands ſecure: | 
On Iſrael's Gop : He made the ſky, He faves th' oppreſt, he feeds the poor; 
And earth and ſeas, with all their train; | He ſends the lab'ring conſcience peace, 


And none ſhall find his promiſe vain. | And grants the pris ner ſweet releaſe. 
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And J. if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me, 
| 1 ä | Joan X11. 32. | 1 


Als he ſpoke of his death. It is the remembrance of his cruel 
ſhameful death, what he ſuffered, ſaid, and finiſhed, when he 
hung naked and wounded upon the croſs, that effectually captivates 
the ſinner's heart to himſelf. The ſharpeſt convictions, if not relieved 
by this fight, will never teach the heart to love. The ſtrongeſt reſo- 
lutions, unleſs made with this bleeding object in view, will melt away 
like ſnow : But a crucified Saviour is a powerful magnet indeed ; 
| multitudes have been drawn by it from fin to holineſs, from Satan to 
God, from earth to heaven, 5 5 


Was it for crimes that I have done, But drops of grief can ne'er repay 

He groan'd upon the tree? The debt of love I owe; 
Amazing pity ! grace unknown! I Here, Lon p, I give myſelf away, 
And love beyond degree *Tis all that I can do, 


3 
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Love ſceleth not her own, -is not eaſily provoked, and never r faileth 
1 Cok. xiii. 5, 8. 


T being my heart's defire, O my dear lande Father, once to love 
thee and my neighbour uprightly and ardently, I beg that thou 
wouldeſt let me know and enjoy thy love in Catisr, which is the only 
means to come to the ſame: for bow can I poſſibly be cold and hard, 
when reſting at the croſs of Carisr, and in thy boſom, I enjoy thy free 
grace, and truly experience thine infinite love towards me, the moſt 
miſerable avd chiefeſt of fingers? O may this melt down and change 


me thoroughly ! 


Had I the tongues of Greeks and Jews, | 
And nobler ſpeech than angels uſe, 

If Love be abſent, I am found, 
Like tinkling braſs, an empty ſound. 


Were 1 inſpir'd to preach, and tell 
All that is done in heav'n and hell, 
Or cou'd my faith the world remove, 


Still I am wanting without Love, 


Shou'd I diftribute all my ſtore 


To feed the bowels of the poor, 
Or give my body to the flame, 
To gain a martyr's glorious name 


If Lovx to Gop and Love to men 
Be abfent, all my hopes are vain: 
Nor tongues, nor gifts, nor fiery zeal, 
The work of Lovs can cer fulfil. 
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Unto ther, o Lob, do I lift ab my ſoul, Ps al xxv. 1 Divine an- 


iwer ; Thou haſt heard the : deffve of the humble, thou wilt prepare their 
heart, thou wilt cauſe thine ear to bear, PSALM x. 5 


| AITH only deſires cn, and does neither gekgbt in the gain, 
nor grieve much at the loſs of temporal things; but, Faith, 
* through an earneſt deſire for Chaisr and his word, riſes above all 
« creatures, and overcomes all worldly pleaſures and fears.” And this 
being the work of God, will certainly be accompliſhed ; nay, is looked 
upon as really accompliſhed already in our defires and endeavours after 
it; in the ſame manner as evil defires are reckoned for deeds 8 the 
ſight of God, though they never proceed to overt-· acts. 


I cannot bear this abſence, Lon dp; | Yet I will tay my father's time, 


My life expires if thou depart : And hope and wait for heav'n a while, 
Be thou, wy heart, ſtill near my Gop, - 


And thou) my Gov, be near my heart. | Then, deareſt Loa p, in thine embrace 


Let me reſign my fleeting breath, 
I was not born for 10 and ſin, And with a ſmile upon my face, 


Nor can I live on things fo vile; | Paſs the * hour of death. 
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Draa near in the day that I will call upon thee : ſay unto me, Fear not : 


O Lox, plead thou the cauſe of my foul, and redeem my life, Laws. iii. 
57, 58.—Gov's anſwer ; Fear not, for I am with thee, [sa. xliii. 5. 

IJ am he that lives and was dead, and behold J am alive for evermore, 
and have the keys of hell and death, Rev. i. 18. NE TE age A 


4 CEE has overcome death, led captivity captive, and by one 


« offering perfected for ever them that are ſanctiſied. Hes. x. 
14. Whoever leaves this world, beheving in him, being perfected al- 
ready, has nothing to fear after death. O! 

that the imperfect work of ſauctification may humble me much, but 
cauſe no fear of death, nor diſturb my filial confidence ; ſince this does 
not depend on any particular degree of holineſs, but only on my being 
in Caz1sT, and being adopted through him; which the weakeſt child, 
as well as the ſtrongeſt, may boldly believe; having both like right, 


like grace, and like pardon. Being therefore a child, I am an heir, 
and ſhall find life and deliverance in death. 

I am Alpha, ſays the Saviour, | In the LomD is our perfection, 

I Omega likewiſe am; And in him our boaſt we'll make; 

I was dead, and live for ever, We ſhall ſhare his reſurrection, 


Gov Almighty and the Lamb. | If we of his death partake. 


% 
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my heavenly Father, grant 
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And he gave him a fign, but Hezekiah rendered not again according to the be- 
 nefit done unto him, for his heart wvas lifted up, 2 CHRON. Xxxii. 24, 25- 


N HAZ, truſting in the Aſſyrians for help, had refuſed a fign graciouſly offered 


go 


by Gop as a token of deliverance. He did not chooſe to put his whole truſt 
in Gov, though his pretence was, he would not tempt the Lox D. This might lead 
his ſon Hezekiah to aſk for a ſign, and it proved a ſnare to him. The king of Baby- 
lon, on finding Hezekiah ſo highly honoured by the ſun, thought it incumbent up- 


on him to ſend ambaſſadors with letters and a preſent to ſuch a favourite of the 


god of the Babylonians. e 8 . 

Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and ſought craftily to avail himſelf of this falſe 
notion of the king of Babylon; and, by not affronting their god, he hoped to gain a 
ſafe protection againſt the king of Aſſyria.—Iſaiah was ordered to acquaint him, 
that as he preferred an arm of fleſh to his almighty Deliverer, he ſhould experience 
the ſad effect of his folly in not honouring Gop; and all that he had ſo vainly ſhew- 
ed ſhould be carried to Babylon.—Hezekiah ought to have teſtified to the ambaſſa- 
dors, that the Loa p Gop of Iſrael ſtopped the ſun in its progreſs. He had here a 
fair opportunity of ſhewing them and their king the vanity of their idolatry in wor- 
ſhipping the ſun, evidently under the direction of a ſuperior Being. He ought alſo 
to have given Gov all the glory in this matter, and have reſted on him, and him 
alone, for ſafety, who had juſt then given him ſuch a ſtriking proof of his power 
and favour, —Worldly wiſdom is arrant folly, and, when ſet in oppoſition to the will 
of Gos, will be ſure to diſappoint us. Even the nobleſt inſtance of wiſdom and love 
Gos ever ſhewed in the ſalvation of ſinners by IESuS CHRIST, if not accepted in 
God's own way, with humility and ſimplicity, will not have its deſired effect. 
Worldly wiſdom enſnared Hezekiah, carnal wiſdom and pride of heart ruin many a 
one, who otherwiſe probably might rejoice in the ſalvation of Tzsus. 


Can tuo walk together, except they be agreed? Aiaos iii. 3. 


» EADER, I ſuppoſe thee a religious perſon, one that has been con- 


verted by the power of grace; one that is defirous to glorify Gop 
in life and converſation ; one that has an intereſt in Jesus, and wants to 


have it made more manifeſt to thine own ſelf every day; one that con- 


fiders this life as a paſſage to a better, and would be glad of a ſpiritual - 


companion to go along with thee, for © two are better than one.” Give 
not the right hand of "Fellowſhip to any before thou haſt tried him, for 
two cannot 2 coinfortably — except they are agreed: bring him 
fo the law of Gov, the eternal, moral law of Gop, contained in the Ten 
Commandments, and aſk Does he look upon that law of Gop as 
the rule of his life ? If he denies it, avoid him. If he'only ſays it is a 

rule; and for the matter of it a good one, avoid him. If he ſays it is a 
good rule to him, but a paſſive one that ſays nothing to him, ſtill avoid 


him. If he ſays he is not under the commanding power of it, turn away | 


from him. But if he ſays, that he fincerely takes it as Gop's revealed 
will to him, owns the authority thereof over his conſcience and conver- 
ation, © Thus ſaith the Loꝶ d;“ breathing after univerſal obedience 
thereto, repenting and mourning were he falls ſhott thereof, and fleeing 


by faith to CHRIST for all pence” and pardon, take ſuch a one for 2 
| friend and 2 


* > & © ©, > al 


Ay foul fainteth for tby ſalvation. My foul is contintally in my band. Up- 


| Hold me according to thy word, that I may live, and let me not be aſhamed 
nj of my bope. Look thou upon me, ata br merciful anto me, as thou ufeft to 
OD do unto thoſe that love thy name, PsILI cxix, Br, 109, 116, 132. 


n- load, I love thy name alſo, fince thou art called merciful, gracious 
al'y long-ſuffering, and even the Lord our righteouſneſs : and there- 
VE fore I depend upon nothing of my own, but throw myſelf entirely upon 
or thy free grace and righteouſneſs, which keeps me alone in peace. With. 
m out thee I am ignorant and weak; and Satan being as wicked as he is 
cunning, what would become of me, if I was not kept and preſerved by 
thee ? © Thy name is a ftrong tower, the righteous enter there and are 
« ſafe ;” there let me abide alfo continually, ſo ſhall I be ſafe from every 
adveriary. : | 8 * 


The arms of everlaſling love Salvation for a bulwark ſtands, 


Beneath my ſoul he plac'd; To ſhield the ſacred place. 

And on the Rock of ages ſet | Satan may vent his ſharpeſt ſpite, 
My lipp'ry footſteps faſt. And all his legions roar ; 

The city of my bleſt abode Almighty mercy guards my life, 


Is wall'd around with grace; And bounds his raging pow 'r. 
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Mot wnto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name be the ging, 
OI PSALM cxv. 1 

II OW little reaſon have we to glory in any thing of our own, fince 

H nothing but fin is ours, which even defiles that which is of Gov. 

O Lox, grant that I may always give thee thy own; that I may know 

of no delight and glory but in thee, and have no other defign and re- 


_ queſt, but to live in godly ſimplicity, innocence, and quietneſs, for he 


that walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely,” Prov. x. g. and the beſt me- 
thod to have much confidence, is to have a fingle eye, which does not 
ſeek its own. For whence is all diſquietude of mind, but from our 
Sn luſts and unmortified affections, which are like the troubled ſea ? 
and what affords more peace than to-have nothing at heart but the glory 
of Gop, and to count ourſelves worthy of no good. Thus we ſhall be 
enabled to call our misfortunes a happineſs, and be ſatisfied and praiſe 
the Logp as much when he hath taken ſomething from us, as if he had 
granted a bleſſing; being ſure that it tends to our good and to his glory, 
. which he knows beſt how to promote, and that 
make us unhappy and miſerable. 


Great Gov ! how infinite art thou Ourlives thro various ſcenes are drawn, 
What worthleſs worms are we And vex'd with trifling cares; 


Let the whole race of creatures bow, {| While thine eternal thought moves on 


And pay their praiſe to thee. I Thine undiſturb'd affairs, 


nothing but fin can 


FEST Wo -. 
Wie fball lay any thing to the charge of Gop's ele? It is Gop that juſti- 
fieth, who is be that condemneth ? It is CHRIST that died, yea, rather, 
that is riſen a 


maketh interceſſion for us, ROM. vill. 33, 34+ 


"THERE. is a ſtory, how the devil appeared to a dying man, and 
ſhewed him a parchment roll, which was very long, wherein was 


written on every fide the fins of the poor ſick man, which were many in 


number : and there were alſo written the idle words he had ſpoken, 
which made up a great part of the words that he had ever ſpoken in his 


life; together with the falſe words, the unchaſte words, and angry words; 
afterwards came in rank his vain and ungodly words ; and laſtly, his 


actions, digeſted according to the commandments : Whereupon Satan 
ſaid, See here, behold thy virtues; ſee here what thy examination muſt 
be.—Whereupon the poor ſinner anſwered, It is true, Satan, but thou 
haſt not ſet down all, for thou ſhouldeſt have added, and ſer down here 


below, ** The blood of Jesus CarisT cleanſes us from all our fins ;” 


and this alſo ſhould not have been forgotten, that Whoſoever believeth 
* in Hin ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” Whereupon the 


devil vaniſhed. —Thus if the devil ſhould muſter up our fins, and ſet 
them in order before us, let but Carisr be named in a faithful way, 


and he will give back, and fly away with all ſpeed. 


gain; who is even at the right hand of God, who alſo 
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| But aue all auith open face beholding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lon b, are H. 
changed into the ſame image from glory ta glory, 2 Cor.ii.18. Therefore, 

Let this mind be in you which was in CHRIST Jzsus, PHIL. ii. 5. For be 
has left us an example that wve ſhould fallow bis fteps, 1 PeT. it. 21. 
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F, before we ſay or do any thing, we would but always conſider whe- || ;;; 
ther it was agreeable to the pattern of CHAIsT, a multitude of fins to 
would not be committed. O Loxp, however miſerable I am, when II ma 
homble myſelf before thee with a filial confidence, looking upon myſelf I bu 
as united to thee, and as the vileſt of finners, depending only upon thy 
free grace, I enjoy peace. (Grant therefore, O my Gov, that this be- ||| « ; 
holding of thee may be my conſtant exerciſe, and that by this means II ere 
may be ſtrengthened chearfully to follow thy pattern daily, to be changed I ©« 
more and more into the glorious image of thy love, patience, and hu- 8. 
mility, and thus to be truly prepared for eternal life. | 


wol 

ye 

My dear Redeemer and my Loa Such love, and meeknefs fo divine, * 
I read my duty in thy word; _ | Iwould tranſcribe and make them mine. for 
But in thy life the law appears, „ * 
Drawn out in living characters. Be thou my pattern, make me bear ved 


5 More of thy gracious image here; 
Such was thy truth and ſuch thy zeal, | Then Goo the judge ſhall own my namg 
duch det rence to thy Father's will. Among the fol wers of the Lamb. 
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E maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on the good, and fendeth rain on the 
Juft and on the unjuſt, Marr. v. 45. 


FANY ſerious people are very ready to give alms to the pious part of their poor 
brethren, but are afraid of relieving a common beggar; and it muſt be owned, 
that, as riches are a talent from Gov, they who have them muſt be diſcreet in the 


diſtribution of them; the religious poor have the beſt claim, but others ought not 


to be entirely oyerlooked; as is plain from the conduct of Gop himſelf, for © He 
maketh his ſun, &c. It may be ſaid, they will make an ill uſe of your bounty; 
but what then? is not this the very method of divine goodneſs ? Is not this the 
yery goodneſs that is recommended to us in ſcripture, by the imitating of which 
we may be © the children of our Father which is in heaven, who ſendeth rain 

« the juſt and unjuſt?” Shall 1 withhold a little money or food from my fellow 
creature, for fear he ſhould not be good enough to receive it of me? Do. beg 2 
God to deal with me, not according to my merit, but according to his own great 
goodneſs : and ſhall 1 be ſo abſuxd as to withhold my charity from a poor fellow- 
creature, becauſe he may perhaps not deſerve it? Shall I uſe a meaſure towards hi 
which i pray Gon never to uſe towards me? Lazarus was a common beggar, an 
yet he was the care of angels, and carried into Abraham's boſom. I was a 
« s RAN GER, and ye took me in,” ſaith our bleſſed Saviour; but who can per 
form this duty, that will not relieve perſons that are unknown to them? © As we 


c have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, eſpecially unto theme 
| who are of tho houſhold of of faith,” 2 


208 J U * 3 
Though I wall through the valley of the fade of death, 1 will fear m 10 


m for thou art with me, ys rod and thy ſtaff comfort me, PSALM xxiii. 
4. See alſo Exob. xiv. of the deliverance of the Iſraclites, and the 
EINE of the Egyptians in the Red Sea. 


O rejoice in the light 3 is certainly moſt agreeable, but not always 


ſo profitable to every one, as ſometimes to walk in the dark, nay, 


in the valley of the ſhadow of death. In this condition ſome are more 


humble and cautious than the former, and the preciouſneſs of the glimpſes 
of grace is more valued. O Lord, I will now willingly rely upon thy 


bare word, even when deprived of ſenſible comforts ; grant only that 


in death I may be refreſhed by the light of thy countenance. Amen. 


death, Prov. xiv. 32. 


o 


My fleſh itfelf mall long to drop, 


Death cannot make our ſouls afraid, | 
| And pray for the command. 


If Gop be with us there; 
We may walk thro” our darkeſt ſhade, 


And never yield to fear. I ſhall forget my breath, 
May I but climb to Pifgah' s top, And loſe my life among the charms 


And view the promis d land, | Of ſo divine a death. 


- 


Yes, thou haſt promiſed « that the righteous ſhall have hope in his 


Clafp'd in my heav'nly Father's arms, 


„„ „ ___M_Evy „  ”=_ NH NM” TT) 


” 
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"EY ye children, the inſtruction of a father and * to know underfland- 
ing. We ſpeak that we do know, and teſtiſy that we have ſeen. Beleved, 
believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether they are & 4 Gop, 
Paov. iv. 1. Joux iii. 11. 1 Jon iv. 1. : 


EADER, whoever thou art that comeſt to this book for inſtruction and edi. 
fication, let the following monitions, the reſult of long experience and obſer- 
vation, be acceptable unto thee; they are defigned for thy ſpiritual geod, will warn 


thee again errors, and, if with, give thee a true reliſh of gofpel peace 


and redeeming love. Let “ the life thou now liveſt in the fleth be by faith in the 


« Son of God.” Labour after a conſtant ſoul-reviving fellowſhip with the Father 


and the Son, through the holy Spirit. Watch over thy paffions, conduct, and con- 
verſation, ſo as that the Spirit of the Lox Þ be not grieved, nor bis comfortable in- 
fluences withdrawn from thy ſoul. Be ready to every good work as thou haſt abi- 


lity and opportunity; and take ſpecial care that thy good be not evil ſpaken of 


through the manner of thy performing it. Let no external ſervices whatever, either 
reſpecting thyſelf or others, ſuperſede a conſtant watchfulneſs over the inward mo- 
tions of thine own heart. Let the written word of Gop be thine invariable rule 
both in principle and practice. Feelings, impulfes, and fancies are apt to miſguide, 


and give a poor worm a lofty idea of his own conſequence. Whatever perſuaſion 


advanceth not the Redeemet's honour, and tendeth not to magnify tis grace, work, 


and ſalvation, be ſure cometh not of him that calleth us. Be very earneſt after meex- 
neſs, humility, patience, ſelf-denial, inward holineſs, and all other graces of the 


Spirit ; theſe carry their own evidence that they are wrought of God, and in their 
blefſed effects will remain with thee for evermore. 


My ſon, if thine heart be wiſe arid experienced! in theſe things my heart ſhall 


te rejoice, even mine.“ 
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Open thou mine eyes, that I may ſee wonderful things out of thy 1 Ps Aly 
CXIX. 18. Lighten mine eyes, Lp I fleep the fleep of death, PSALM xiii. 3. 
For with thee is the fountain of life, in thy light ſpall aue Yee light, Ps al. 
xxxvi. 9,—Divine anſwer ; I am come a light into the world, that who» 
 foever believes in me ſhould not abide in darkneſs, Joan xii. 46. The 
Lonp opens the 9 of the blind, PSALM cxlvi. 8. | 
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notions of religion in their heads; but they ſee juſt like Eve af. 
ter eating the forbidden fruit, their hearts being corrupted and deſtitute 
of ſimplicity, a moſt eſſential part of a chriſtian. For he that does not 
underſtand the word of Gop by the light of the holy Spirit, through 
prayer and faith, but only by his natural reafon, is certainly blind ſtill, 
Rav, i iii. 17, and one derilich and plauſible temptation to error and fin, 


is enough to break the ſtrongeſt chain of demonſtration, for it is only 
«« faith that gets the vieory,” 1 1 JOHN v. 4. 
The ſouls, enlight ned from above, j But unbelief perverts the ſame 
With joy receive the word; 71 To guilt, deſpair, and death. 
They ſee what wiſdom, pow'r, and love Till Gop diffuſe his graces down, 
Shines in their dying Loz Dp. l ite ſhow'rs of heav'nly rain, 
The vital ſavour of his name In vain Apollo ſows the ground, 


| Reſtores their fainting breath; And Paul may plant in vain, 


ANY imagine that their eyes are opened, and that they have clas 
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e mithout me ye can do nothing; therefore, abide in me, JOHN xv. 4. 5. 


.. 1 Can no more do without thee, O my dear Saviour, than the branch 
- can without the vine ! Keep me therefore always in thee, elſe I ſhall 
2 


have recourſe to my own fancied ſtock of grace, though I have been a 
thouſand times convinced of my inſufficiency. May I never be left in 
the leaſt thing to my own ſtrength, but be directed, aſſiſted, and bleſſed 
by thee in all my doings. For as far as I truſt to myſelf, I am diſtruſt- 
ful of thee, and conſequently weak; and, on the other hand, the more 
I diſtruſt myſelf, the more I truſt to thee, and ſhall be ſtrengthened and 
bleſſed. Sa 1 . 


Son of Gov, thy bleffing grant; Unfuſtain'd by thee, I fall; 


Still ſupply my ev'ry want; Send the ſtrength for which I call; 
Tree of life, thine infl'ence ſhed, Weaker than a bruiſed reed, 

With thy ſap my ſpirit feed. Help I ev'ry moment need. 
Tend'reſt branch, alas! am I; | All my hopes on thee depend; 
Wither without thee, and die; Love me, ſave me to the end; 
Weak as helpleſs infancy; Give me thy continuing grace 2 


Q confirm my ſoul in thee! Take the . praiſe. 
| | P 2 
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Offer unto Gon thankſgiving, and pay thy vows unto the moſt High, and g 
call upon me in the day of trouble. I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt gle MW © 
rify me. Whoſo offers praiſe, glorifies me : and to him that ordereth his 
converſation aright, will I ſhew the ſalvation of Gov, Psaim l. 14, 
15, 23. See alſo Isat. xxv. 9. i 3 


NOTHING moves Gop more to hear us, than the glorifying him by 
faith with thankſgiving, and the keeping up a filial confidence in 
him, as our reconciled Father in Cn Is T; and nothing quickeneth us 
more in faith, than theſe ſureſt proofs of the hearing of our prayers. 
Thus Gop will certainly hear and deliver us, fince all his ways are only 
— to ſtrengthen us in faith, and to ſave our ſouls. What need 


li we then tobe afraid in times of trouble? ought we not rather to draw near 
3 to God in prayer and thankſgiving, and glorify him even beforehand ; 
5 confidently believing, that we ſhall certainly meet with new deliverances 
1 and quickenings of faith ? 7 
4 To what a ſtubborn frame Break, ſov ' reign grace, theſe hearts of ſtone A 
|: | * 45 reduc'd our mind N =" ol And give us hearts of fleſh. 8 
6 Turn, turn us, mighty Gop, And hourly as new mercies fall, 
And mould our fouls afreſh ; Let hourly thanks ariſe, 


n 


— 


—— — —— 
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Say ye to the righteous, that it ſpall be dell awith them, for they all cat 


the fruit of their doings, ISA. iii. 10. Therefore mark the perfect man, 
— behold the upright : for the end of that man is peace, Ps. xxxvii. 37. 


ANY are for having that firſt which is not to be expected till the 
end ; e be glad of the triumph, but will not fight; the 
waiting for the Loxp ſeems to them too long: But for the moſt glori- 
ous promiſes we muſt often wait the longeſt. Jacob was obliged to wait 
longer than Eſau, though he had greater promiſes than he: and how 
long was it before the promiſe of Cnxisr, the greateſt of all, was ac- 
compliſhed ? It ought therefore well to be obſerved, that it is ſaid at 
laſt, «© It ſhall be well with the righteous, and the end of the upright 
« js peace; when his faith, love, and patience are tried enough in 
the furnace of afflictions, then the acceptable year ſhall come, and the 
bleſſed days of joy will appear. 


As ſparks break out of burning coals, | He rules me by his well-known laws 
And till are upwards borne ; | Of love and righteouſneſs. * 
So grief is rooted in our ſouls, Not all the pains that e' er I bore 
And man grows up to mourn, Shall ſpoil my future peace, = 
Yet with my Gop I leave my cauſe, For death and hell can do no more 
And truſt his promis'd grace; | Than what my Father pleaſe. 


3 


and ſuch are perhaps the changes even in one hour, that the end ma 
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| Examine me, OLox p, and prove me; try my reins and my heart, Ps AL. xxvi. 
2. Search me, O God, and know my heart, and ſee if there be any wick- 
ed away in ne, and lead me in the way everlaſting, PSAL. cxxxix. 23, 24. 


ST X 7 OULD David, the man after God's own heart, not truſt himſelf, 

but preſent his heart to the Logp to be tried, much leſs can or 
- ought we to truſt our hearts: For he that truſts in his heart,“ ſays the 
wiſe man, is a fool,” Prov. xxviii. 26. We have more reaſon to be 
afraid of our own hearts, than of all other enemies. Nor can always 
_ the time of the operations of Gop exactly be accounted for: ſome- 
times it is hard to determine it in ourſelves, - much more in reſpect to 
others. This is aſſuming the office of the ſearcher of hearts, cenſuring 
the holy Spirit, and modelling every thing to one manner of working, 
By experience we find it is not with one as with another. Some maj 
be worked upon in quite a different manner from what we have been 


t of Gop. This ſhould check our judgment of others, and make 
Fcautious in adviſing and directing them in matters which concen 
their ſouls. 


Lon p, ſearch my ſoul, try ev'ry thought; | Of walking in a falſe diſguiſe, 
Though my own heart accuſe me not {| I beg the trial of thine eyes. 


iS to be no more than the beginning, though all goes regular in the 


e a 


Lond, all my defire is before thee. Search me; O God, and know my 
heart ; try me, and know my thoughts, and ſee if there be any wicked 
Way in me, and lead me in the way everlaſting, PSALM XXXVili. 9. 
ang CXXXIX. 23, 24. 


NCOURAGED by thy blefſed word of promiſe, 0 Lon D, that before men 
call, thou wilt anſwer, and whilſt they are yet ſpeaking, thou wilt hear, Is a. 

Ixv. 24. I now draw nigh to thee, and preſeht my ſupplication before thee. 
Teach me by thy word and Spirit, the tllings of my everlaſting peace; let my ſoul 
be caſt in the mold of the goſpel, and let me be obedient to thy will in all things. 
Manifeſt thyſelf unto me, as thou doſt not to the world ; ſhew me my inward cor- 
ruptions, and let me ſee into the depth of iniquity that i is in my heart; grant me 
that © fear. of the Lox p, which is tlie beginning of wiſdom; incline my heart unto 
« thy teſtimonies ; lead me into all truth; help me to learn, that © he that be- 
« lieveth will not make haſte ;* reſtrain the impetuofity of my natural temper, 
that I may do all things deliberately, as becometh one that feareth alway, that is 
ever leoking unto thee for guidance and direction. Loxd preſerve me calm in my 
ſpirit, gentle in my commands, and watchtul that I ſpeak not unadviſedly with my 
lips; moderate in my purpoſes, yielding in my temper, where the honour of my 
Gov is not iramediately concerned; and ever ſtedtaſt where needful. Lox p, grant 
me thy protection, and may thy bleſſing be upon me, that I bring not an evil re- 
port upon that good land I have been permitted to ſpy out; and approve | ng 
ever mindful that thoſe that honour thee, thou wilt honour. Amen. 


Be with me, Loꝶ p, where'er I go, Suggeſt whate er I think or PSs, 
Learn me what thou wou'dſt have me do; Direct * in the narrow way. 
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Strive to enter in at the firait gate, Luxx xiii. 24. Work out your own 
JSaloation with fear and trembling, Pall. ii. 12. Forgetting thoſe 
— ngs that are bebind, I reach forth unto thoſe things which are before, 


IS that feeds only upon Carrsr, and yet with fear and trembling 
works out his ſalvation, is in the right way; the former prevent- 
ing diſcouragement, and the latter bd. Grant, O Loxd, 
that I may fill continue to fight the good fight of faith, and never look 
back on the fleſh-pots of Egypt; and © rather chooſe to ſuffer affliction 
te with 1 49 of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſea- 
« fon.” May nothing bat the painful death which thou ſufferedſt for 
me, have always a place in my heart; that thereby all unbelief and 
flaviſk fears may be deſtroyed on one hand, and all ſecurity on the 
other ; ſo as to walk at all times and in all places with holy and filial 
reverence, as in thy preſence. Amen. 


As new-born babes defire the breaſt, } Immortal principles forbid 
To feed, and grow, and thrive; | The ſons of Goo to fin. 
'So ſaints with joy the goſpel taſte, | 
And by the goſpel live. Not by the terrors of a ſlave 
: Do they perform his will ; 
Grace, like an uncorrupted ſeed, But with the nobleſt powers they havy 


Abides and reigns within; [His fweet commands fulfil. 


A Glagious promiſe! but you may rely upon it, O my ſoul, and plead 


„ 1 


Create in me a clean heart, O Gov, and renew a right ſpirit within me, 
PSALM li. 10. See Gop's anſwer, EzEs. xi. 19, 20. | 


it in thy prayer, for it will certainly be accompliſhed. * And 
a blefſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee Gon,” Marr. v. 8. 
In regard to juſtification, we are perfectly clean by CazisT's atonement: 
but in regard to ſanctiſication, our hearts are not perfectly clean yet, 
but we have ſtill need to pray, Create in me a clean heart.” Amen. 
O Load! may thy blood and ſpirit ent and . me n 
from all my ſins. Amen. : 


\ 


Bieſs'd with the} joys of i innocence | Great God l renew our ruin'd frame, 
Adam our father ſtood, Our broken powers reſtore ;- 
Till he debas' d his foul to ſenſe, Inſpire us with a heav'nly flame, 
And eat th' unlawful food. And fleſh ſhall reign no more. 
Now we are born a ſenſual race, Eternal Spirit ! write thy law 
To finful | Joys inclin'sd ; FF Upon our inward parts; 
Reaſon has loſt its native place, And let the ſecond Adam draw 
And fleſh enflay'd the mind, | His image on our hearts 
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And Enoch walked with Gop, 


TAPPY they who, in their early * are turned from fin, them 
ſelves, and the world, by repentance towards Gop, and faith in 


—Gen. v. 24. 


the promiſed ſeed, as Enoch was, who, from the time of his converſion, 
walked with Gov i in a continued progreſs in his work and ways, To 
* walk with God,” implies, an avowed diſſent from a ſinful generation, 


coming out frem among them, and cleaving to the Lord, as Noah and 
Caleb; and this Gop requires of all, 2 Cox. vi. 17.—A realizing the 
divine preſence, and fearing Gop always, as Joſeph, Nehemiah, and 


David did; thereby avoiding every thing that would offend him, or 


hide the light of his countenance :—Openly profeſſing an attachment to 
him, and his ſervice, as the higheſt honour and beſt intereſt. —lt im- 


' plies alſo an holy intimacy and communion with Gop, which is kept 
up by conſtant meditation, prayer, and praiſe; hearkening to the voice 
of his word and Spirit, and walking humbly before him ; hereby holineſs 


is promoted and encouraged in the ſou]. "Thus « Enoch walked with 
« Gop;” thus he maintained a holy confidence in him, committing all 
his ways to him, always expecting help from — and rejoicing in the 
hopes of being with him for ever, 


For theſe happy ends the grace of Gov is ſufficient for all that fee their want, 


and aſk it. The Lozpy help us to ſeek it, that, like Enoch, we may walk with 
Gop here * and live with * or" ever in * Amen, 


of the ſame without great conflicts and patience, Hes. x. 36. For the 
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See that ” walk tircumſpecth ly, not as fools, but as wiſe. B. ye eberefore not 


wrwiſe, but underflanding what the will of the Lord is, Erh. v. 15, 17. 


T hat ye may approve things that are excellent, that ye may be — ant 


without Mover, PAIL. i. 10. See alſo Lux xii. 36. 


ELIEVERS have nothing more at heart than the will of God; be- 
ing once convinced of that, they immediately ſet about it at all 
hazards; but ſometimes they cannot come to a thorough true knowledge 


fleſh is oftentimes exceeding cunning and froward, often calling out, 
But howſoever let me run, 2 Sam. xviii. 2 3. But the Loxp will ne- 


vertheleſs carry them through. Ves, Load! this thou haſt done innu- 
merable times. O that I might truſt thee alſo for the time to come, and 


not be ſo weak in faith any more. | $6 - 
Beloved ſelf muſt be deny'd, I Fleſh muſt be humbled; a abas'd, 
The mind and will renew'd Left they deſtroy our ſouls. 
Paſſion ſuppreſs'd and patience try'd, ble. helpleſ 
And vain defires ſubdu'd. | L009 On 0 8 WA > PET 
Fleſh is a dang' rous foe to grace, Thy grace muſt all my works perform, 
Where it provails and rules 5 And * the tree reward. 3 
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Tf ye be reproached fur the name Cnnlsr, happy aree; far the Spirit of 


glory and of GoD reſteth upon you, 1 PET. iv. 14, 19. Rejoice ye in that 
day, and leap for joy, for, babold your reward is great in heaven, LuxE 
vi. 23. Whoſcever ſhall confeſs me before men, ham quill I confeſs before 
my Father aubo is in heaven; but whoſoever ſhall deny me, &c. Marr. 


„. 


NWARD NN are greater afflictions than thoſe outward perſe- 
1 cutions, which chriſtians bring not upon themſelves by giving un- 


| neceſſary offence, by ſelf-will, imprudent and unreaſonable behaviour, 


ſoaring beyond the limits of the written word of Gon: but neither do 
they ſhun it, being willing to ſuffer every thing after the will of Gov, 
rather than to hurt the cauſe of Gop in the and depart a hair's- 
breadth from his expreſs will, out of complaiſance to the world. They 


openly confeſs CarisT their Lord, and do not mind to be called fools 4 


by the wicked, as they are perſuaded that at laft they will call themſelves 
by that name; therefore they care not for the approbation and praiſe of the 
world, but count it a great honour to bear the reproaches of CnRISsr. 


Bleſs' d are the ſuff rers who partake | The Lamb ſhall lead his heav*ply flock 
Of pain and ſhame for Ixsus' fake; | Where living fountains riſe, 
Their fouls ſhall triumph in the Lon v, | And love divine ſhall wipe away 
Glory and joy are their reward, I be forrows of their eyes. 
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Tale heed to your ſpirit, Mar Acht ii. 15. The heart is deceitfed above all 
things, and de/perately wicked, bs can know it? JzR. xv. g. 


VEN believers feel this wickedneſs of their hearts, Ps AL. xxx. 7, 8. 
For the heart has many ſecret ways and private loop- holes, that 
is, ſinful luſts can hide themſelves ſo well, that they ſeem to be quite 

overcome: but upon occaſion, eſpecially when we are careleſs, they 
ſpring up again, though ſometimes under other, and perhaps quite 

ſpiritual names. Therefore we ought always to be jealous of ourſelves. 
= the fleſh is never more fleſhly and dangerous, than when it has the 


oft ſpiritual — and covers its laſts with the holineſs ane 
ſpirituality of angels. 


= has a thouſand treach'rous arts | She pleads for al the joys ſhe brings, 
A 4 raQife on the mind: And gives a fair pretence | 
tt'ring looks the tempts our hearts | But cheats the ſoul of heav'nly things, 

har leaves a ting behind, And chains it down to ſenſe. 


With names of virtue the deceives | Soon a tree divinely fair 


The aged and the young : | Grew the forbidden food; 
And while the 1 wretch believes, | 


She makes his fetters ſtrong. 


Our mother took the poiſon thete, 
And tainted all her blood. 
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O ſend out thy light and thy truth, let them lead me, let them bri ng me unte 
thy holy bill, py 70 thy 1 Ps AL. xliii. 3.— Divine anſwer; 


The pack of the juſt is as the ſhining light, that ſoineth more and more 


unto the perfect day, Paov. 1 Iv. 18. 


HE wiſer we are in our own conceits, the more negligent are we 
in prayer, and more deſtitute of true wiſdom and faith. «* For 
 ©« the Lord gives ſight only to the blind, and to the babes,” who pray 
for it. Therefore the deepeſt humblings go before the greateſt bleſſ- 


ings. O my bleſſed Saviour! ſince I am always blind and ignorant of 
myſelf, if I am not guided by thine eyes; I deſire always to look up ta 


thee, and do every thing under thy direction. 


Prevent me, leſt I harbour pride, . 
Leſt I in my own ſtrength confide ; 
Shew me my weakneſs; let me ſee 
J have my pow'r, my All from thee. 


Enrich me alway with thy love; 
My kind protector ever prove; 

Thy ſignet put upon my breaſt, 
And let thy Spirit on me reſt. 


AMR and teach me how to pray 
Incline my nature to obey ; 

What thou abhorr'ſ, that let me flee, 
And only love what pleaſes thee. 


O may I never do my will, 
1 But thine, and only thine fulfil ; 
Let all my time, and all my ways 
1 Be ſpent, and ended to thy praiſc, 
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By grace ye are ſaved, Ernks. ii. 5. 


\O rely on grace, and deſire to be ſaved only by free grace, is a 
ſweet exerciſe; but ſo far from being practiſed enougb, that we 
have all need to learn the prayer of the publiean better ſtil}, fince the 
Phariſee is ever buſy to creep in again. But care muſt be taken, that 
we do not build our faith only upon the ſweet enjoyments of the grace 
of Gov in our hearts, bat alſo upon the grace in the heart of God, 
as it 1s recovered by Ca1sT and promiſed to us through Carisr. 
For which reaſon Gop ſometimes denies us ſenſible enjoyments, that 
true faith may begin to act like itſelf, and depend upon nothing but his 
free grace in CHRIST. And this we have alſo boldneſs to do, ſhould we 
even ſeem to fall ſhort of the due meaſure of faith, godly ſorrow, and re- 
pentance. For ſince there is no merit to be placed in theſe things, there 
15 no Certain meaſure and degree preſcribed to all, but it is enough truly to 
hate fin, to deſire grace, and hncerely to enter upon the chriſtian race. 


*Tis not by works of righteouſneſs, _ *Tis by the water and the blood 
Which our own hands have done ; Our ſouls are waſh'd from fin. 
But we are ſav'd by ſov'reign grace, 
Abounding thro' his Son. Rais'd from the dead, we live a- ew; 
And juſtify'd by grace, 
Tis from the mercy of our God We ſhall appear in glory too, 


That all our hopes begin; And ſee our Father's face. 
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VN. boſorver committeth fin, tranſoreſſeth alſo the Iaw ; for ſin is the tranſ+ 

greſſion of the law ; and ye know that he was manift fied to * away 
eur fins, 1 3 ili. 4» 5. 


HERE i is a far greater pow er in the blood of Caztsr to ſave and 

cleanſe, than in fin to "Jefile bond deſtroy, Row. viii. 3. The law 
became weak to do good, but it hath power to condemn ; © The 
« ſtrength of fin is the law ;” the law gives ſtrength to ſin, becauſe, by 
virtue of the curſe of the law, fin reigns, and defiles the ſouls of men, 
through that righteous curſe ; © The ſoul that fins ſhall die.” But the 
blood of JIxsus Carisr hath greater power to ſave, than fin, together 
with the law, hath to condemn, for the blood of CurisT takes away 
and aboliſheth it utterly ; where this blood is applied, and brought 
home, fin itſelf cannot ruin that ſoul. The ſoul is poiſoned and cor- 
rupted by fin, but the blood of CarisT takes away that poiſon, and 
makes the ſoul pure and holy, as if it had never finned. Therefore as 
to thoſe difcouragements, ** [ ſhall never get power againſt theſe cor- 
** ruptions, they will be my ruin;“ theſe are deep ref Qings on Jesvs 
CurisT, as if fin were ſtronger than He; as if thy fin were more 
powerful to damn thee, than un is to ſave thee. 


9 


= Wretched man ! doſt thou really believe that Gov is. the judge 


And wake to righteouſneſs. 
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e ye not as the horſe or as the mule, aubhich have no underflanding : whoſe 


mouth muſt be held in with bit and bridle, left they come near unto thee, 


PsAL. XxXii. 9. Therefore, if ye call on the Father, who, without 
re/pe of perſons, judgeth according to evtry man's work, paſs the time 
of your ſojourning here in fear, 1 PET. i. 17. CD 


of all things, even what is privately done, the fecrets of the heart 


not excepted ; how canſt thou meet thy Judge in this thy fecurity of 


hypocriſy, without a true change of the heart? Doſt thou think that 
there is ſuch a thing as diſſembling, excuſing, or eſcaping then, as there 
is now? By no means! O begin, therefore, in time to conſider it 
well. How wilt thou appear before that awful, holy, and impartial 
judgment-ſeat ? What canſt thou anſwer for thyſelf ? and what muſt 
then become of thee?? 


0 God, mine inmoſt ſoul convert! | Be this my one great bus neſs here, 


And deeply on my thoughtful heart With ſerious induſtry and fear 
Eternal things impreſs ; | My future bliſs t'enſure ; 


Give me to feel their ſolemn weight, Thine utmoſt counſel to fulfil, 


And tremble on the brink of fate, And ſuffer all thy righteous will, 
Add to the end endure. 


A 
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Ze flrong and of a good courage, I will be with thee, I auill not fail thee, 

nor forſake thee. Only be thou ffrong and very courageous ] O ſweet. 
commandment ! Be not afraid, neither be thou diſmayed; for the Loꝶp 
thy God is with thee <yhither/oever thou goeft,. O glorious promiſe! 
Jos gu i. 5, 6, 9. Nay, I have called thee by thy names : 1 have 
furnamed thee, though thou haſt not known me, Is A. xlv. 4. 


F ROD requires nothing but faith, which animates to do great things, 
| makes chearful, ſtrong, and eaſy in difficulties. Therefore have 
thou always the higheſt confidence in Gop, and fear nothing; for he is 
with thee in all things. He that has but this one care and fear, not to 
diſpleaſe him, need not care for or fear any thing elſe. His ſafety is in- 

ſured in the promiſe of Gop, who will keep him harmleſs in all things. 


Let ev'ry trembling thought be gone) | That feeds the ſtrength of ev'ry ſaint, 
Awake and run the heav'nly race, | 


Awake, our ſouls, (away our fears, But they forget the mighty Goy, 
And put a chearful courage on, 


From Him, the overflowing ſpring, 
Our ſouls ſhall drink a freſh ſupply ; 
True, *tis a ſtrait and thorny road, | While ſuch as truſt their native ſtrength 
And mortal fpirits tire and taint ; Shall melt away, and droop, and die, 
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Behold the Laus of God, who takes away the fins of the world! 
Joux i. 29. Theſe are they who came out of great tribulation, and 
haue waſhed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Laus. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and ferve him 
* and night in bis temple, Rev. vii. 145 | 


TE that waſhes himſelf continually i in the blood of Caunisr, 4 
not make light of ſin, but deteſts it above all things; for what 
can be more abominable than ſin, ſince it cannot be taken away but by 
the blood of the Son of Gop ? This humbles and makes us ſerigus; 
and without this, it is not right with our ſouls, To ſpeak continually 
of the blood of the Lamb, and yet be puffed up, boaſt, and trifle with 

fin, cannot agree together. 8 


Now will T hate thoſe luſts of mine 1} Nor will I ſpare the guilty things 


That crucify'd my Gov, Thar made my Saviour bleed. 
Thoſe fins that pierc d and nail'd his fleſh 
* Faſt to the fatal wood. | Whilſt with a melting, broken heart, 


My murder'd Lozxp 1 view, 
I' ul raiſe revenge againſt my fins, 
And lay the murd'rers too. 


Qi 


Yes, my Redeemer, they ſhall die, 
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Perily I Joy unto you, they have their reward, Marr. vi. 3. Henceforth | 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſne/*, which the Log, 
the righteous Judge, ſhall give me at that day; and not - me only, 

but unto all them alſo that love his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 8 


OR this crown faith firives. And becauſe this faith Juſtifies, it 

makes the world fay, Well, I alſo believe: But where is their 
conflict and conqueſt ? It is anſwered ; I rely on CarisT and grace. 
But Canaan was alſo a free gift of grace, and yet it was not taken - 
without conflicts. And moreover, as worldly people are not ac- - 
 quainted with the wickedneſs of their hearts, they do not truſt alone. 
Upon grace, but upon their outward form ; ſelf-love and pride reign- 
ing in their hearts. | 


Walk in the light of your own n fire, 


No works for duties of your own 

Can for the ſmalleſt fin atone: Enjoy the ſparks that ye deſire. 

The robes that nature may provide 

Will not your leaſt pollutions hide. This is your portion at my hands, 
Hell waits you with her iron bands ; 

Ye ſons of pride, that kindle coals You ſhall lie down in ſorrow 


With your own hands to warm your fouls | In in deaths in darkneſs, and deſpair. . 
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Let us run with patience the race that is ſet before us, Hes. xii. 1. 
T ſeems a contradiction to run with patience ; for running is active, and patience 
paſſive; and therefore one is diſtin from the other, if not oppoſite ; but he 
that runs, and wants patience, will never get to the end of his race: For in the race 
of God's commandments, men have foul-play ; one comes and rails on him for his 
real, for running ſo faſt, when he thinks himſelf too flow ; another gives him a 
blow, and ftrikes him down, and up he gets, and runs again. Every man will make 
room, , and give way to him that is in a race here, while he that runs the heavenly 
race, may expect, and will find many ftand in his way, and ſtop him all they can, 
ſo that he will have great need of patience ; without it every thing will offend him. 
What is a wiſe man, a zealous man without patience? He will bear nothing, ſuffer 
nothing, and can do no great good. David had many enemies that ſpake miſchilev- 
ous things againſt him, and laid ſnares for his life; but he was © as a deaf man that 
| © heard not, and as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth.“ Saul was twice in 
his power, yet he would not avenge himſelf of him : he wanted neither courage nor 
wiſdom ; he had a ftirring ſpirit, a working head, was ſenſible of wrongs, knew 
himſelf innocent, his adverſaries malicious; his thoughts muſt needs be troubled, 
and yet he is his own man under all; he committed his cauſe to Gop, his patience 
was in Exerciſe, and he waited Gop's time of deliverance. CarrsT's active and 
paſſive obedience made him a complete Mediator; may thy active and paſſive graces, 
reader, make thee a complete chriſtian ! 


Awake our ſouls (away our fears J From Caun1sr, the overflowing ſpring, 
Let ev'ry trembling thought be gone) | Our ſouls ſhall drink a freſh ſupply ; 
Awase and run the heavenly race, {| While ſuch as truſt their native ſtrength 
And put a chearful courage on. Shall melt away, and droop and die. 


Q3 
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Whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, (or a propitiatory) through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins that 
are paſt, through the forbearance of Gop, Row. iii. 25. jt 
NY OD hath ſet forth the propitiation ; from all eternity he propoſed Cuz1sT to 
AF be the propitiatory ; the ſpring of all is from the Father, who is love: he pro- 
. poſed, revealed, and made CxzisT known to Adam, to Abraham, to the Prophets; 
propoſed the propitiatory as an object of faith in all the facrifices that were 
of Cnr18T ; this propitiatory is clearly and fully ſet forth in the goſpel-diſpenſation. 
In this plan the righteouſneſs and juſtice of Gov is declared, while he vindicates the 
honour of his perfections and laws, and maintains the authority of his government 
by puniſhing the offences of rebel- ſubjects in the ſufferings of the Surety, who 
as made fin, an offering for fin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
op in him. | 9 | | 
Whither ſhall I, a poor finner, conſcious of guilt, and apprehenſive of wrath, fly 
for refuge? Where ſhall 1 find it? Where but under the covert of atoning blood 
While others have recourſe to refuges of lies, and would eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of 
their own, in the Lon p my righteouſneſs I find reſt and ſafety; having fled for 
& refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before me; in Cxx1sT my hope, I ſhall have 
« ftrong conſolation. Does JErovan from this mercy- ſeat offer pardon to me, 2 
« rebel-ſinner ? Do I hear his voice beſeeching me to be reconciled to him through 
« CarisT my propitiatory and peace?“ ſhall I not hear this voice of mercy, and 
tive, and joy in God through CHRIS, by whom I receive the atonement ! Will 
Gop commune with me from this mercy-ſeat, and bleſs me with the manifeſtations 
of his love! O delightful interview, when moſt alone, retired from the world, but 
leaſt alone when with my Gop ! O the inexpreſſible pleaſure of ſecret devotion, of 
a life hid with CnRIS T in Gop ! If the contemplation of divine love here below 
is ſo raviſhing, O what ſhall I experience above! My Gop, guide me here by 
„ -—C-1- and afterwards receive me to glory.“ ; | 
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| No man can er ve tuvs maſters, for either he awill hate the one, and love the 


other; or elſe he æuill hold to the one, and azjpije the other. Ye cannot ſerve 
Gop and Mammon, Marr. vi. 24. 


OH Satan tempt thee, either by pleaſures, dignities, or profits 3 
O my ſoul! ſtand upon thy guard, gird on thy ſtrength with ſuch 


thoughts as theſe ; What can the world profit me, if the cares of it 


choak me? How can Pleaſures comfort me, if their ſting poiſon me ? 
Or what advancement is this, to be triumphing in honour before the face 


of men here, and to be trembling with confuſion before the throne of 
Gop hereafter ? What are the delights of the world, to the peace of my 


conſcience, or the joy that is in the Holy Guosr? What are the ap- 
plauſes of men, to the crown prepared by Gop ? Or what is the gain 


of the world, to the loſs of my foul? The vanity of the creature is far 
beneath the excellency of my ſoul; and the things of time not worthy to 
be mentioned with the things of eternity. Two maſters of ſuch oppoſite 


principles as Gon and Mauuox, I cannot ſerve; therefore, Satan, up- 


on the moſt deliberate conſideration, I muſt give thee and thy ſervice 


up, for chou biddeſt me to my loſs. 
| 24 
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O rafte and ſer that the Lore is good, PSALM xxxiv. 8. JesUs Cnrist, 
the ſame yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever, HEB. xiii. 8. 


HERE is an infinite fulneſs of all ſpiritual bleſſings treaſured up in CRAIS T 

. J=$vs for all his people; and out of his fulneſs they do receive, even grace 

for grace. But, alas] we are ſlow of heart to believe the truth: we pleaſe ourſelves 
with ſmall things, and come flowly forward to a daily growth out of that fulneſs. 
Young converts, enamoured with what they have in hand, or living upon their 
feetings, are ready to flee from knowledge, as ſomething dangerous and deſtructive 
of holinefs : and mere profeſſors are apt to deny and even deride thoſe precious feel- 


ings, as though the affections were mere neutrals in'the chriſtian religion, and that 


the whole conſiſted in having a crouded head. Come then, O my ſoul, diveſt thy. 
ſelf from the pride of party, and the ſtrife of tongues : be thou an humble ſuppli. 
cant at the feet of Jzsvs, for a live coal from off the altar, to purge away thine 
iniquity, and to warm thy affections; and likewife for the aids of the holy Spirit, to 
load thee into the knowledge of the only true Gop and Jesus CyrrsT whom he 
ac hath ſent. Then ſhalt thou not only taſte but ſee, not only ſee but taſte, both 
ſweetly taſte, and clearly ſee, that the Loxp is good.” | 


O the rich depths of love divine! I On thee alone my hope relies, 
Of bliſs a boundleſs ſtore ; Beneath thy croſs I fall; 
Dear Saviour, let me call thee mine, I My Lon v, my life, my ſacrifice, 


I cannot wiſh for more. My Saviour and my All. 


] 
4 
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We ſpeak the wiſdom of God in a myſtery, even the hidden wiſdom, which 


God ordained before the aworld to our glory, 1 COR. ii. 7. 


THERE are ſome things declared in the goſpel, which are abſo- 


 Jutely its own,. that are proper and peculiar unto it; ſuch as have 
no footſteps in the law, or in the light of nature, but are of a pure Re- 
velation, peculiar to the goſpel. Of this nature are all things con- 
cerning the love and will of Gop in CHRIST. JESUS; the myſtery of his 
Incarnation, of his Offices, and whole Mediation, of the Diſpenſation 
of the Spirit, and our Participation thereof, and our Union with 
Car1sT thereby; our Adoption, Juſtification, and effectual Sanctiſica- 
tion thence proceeding : In a word, every thing that belongs unto the 
purchaſe and application of ſaving grace, is of this ſort. Theſe things 
are purely, and properly evangelically peculiar to the goſpel alone. 

Hence the apoſtle Paul, unto whom the diſpenſation of it was com- 
mitted, puts that eminency upon them, that (in compariſon) he re- 
ſolved to inſiſt on nothing elſe in his preaching, 1 Cor. ii. 2. And 
to that purpoſe doth he deſcribe his miniſtry, Epnes. iii. /- iI. 

Reader, obſerve theſe two things, what Gop reveals in his word, 
let thy reaſon ſubmit unto : what he propo/es as objects, or matter of 
faith, beg of him to enable thee to believe. g i 
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BVleſſed be the Gov a Father of our Lord Jesvs Cusisr, «vbo hath 


bleſſed us with all A 21. . in | heavenly * in C HRIST, 
Erass. i. 3. 


ROM natural conſtitution we amet nad — gratification. It; is by 


no means ſufficient, therefore, to explain to us our duty, or enforce it by future 
rewards and puniſhments. There muſt be pleaſures at hand, to counteract the 


folicitations of fin, and outbid, as it were, all that ſorcereſs can offer. The re- 


gion of Ixsus is conſtituted in this manner—it brings the poſſeſſion of the beſt 
| happineſs here; a rich foretaſte in this life of heavenly glory. Salvation cometh of 
the Lox p to the ſinner upon believing, juſt as a moſt ample eſtate bequeathed to a 
beggar in debt; at once it alters his whole condition, pays all he owes, ſupplies all 
— wants, gives him rank, figure, and authority, to which before he was a perſed 
an 
Such bleſſedneis in the pardon of all my fins, in acceſs to God with confidence, 
in victory over my ſpiritual enemies, give me, O my Gos, to enjoy 


' Thou only ſoy'reign of my heart, {| Let eartb's erin Joys combine; 
My refuge, my almighty friend, | While Thou aitnear in vain they call; 
How can my ſoul from thee depart, One ſmile, one bliſsful ſmile of thine, 
On whom alone my hopes depend ? | My deareſt Lox p, outweighs them all. 

Eternal life thy words impart, Low at thy feet my ſoul wou'd lie, 

En theſe my fainting ſpirit lives; Here ſafety dwells, and peace divine, 
Here ſweeter comforts chear my heart, | Still let me live beneath thine eye, 
Than all the round of nature gives. \ For life, eternal life, is thine. 


Spare not, lengthen thy cords, and ſtrengthen thy fakes. For thou ſhalt break 
forth on the right hand and on the left ; and thy ſeed ſhall inherit the Gen- 
tiles, and make the deſolate cities to be inhabited, Is AI. liv. a, 3. 


1 To comfortable is it to the religious man to behold an increaſe of 


AUGU 23. 


the true worſhippers of Gon! and more eſpecially in that place, 


| Where his ſoul has dwelt as among lions, and been vexed from day 
'« to day with the filthy converſation of the wicked? To fee the banner 
of CarisT ſet up there, and numbers flock unto it, as doves to their 


windows to ſee the kingdom of Satan weaken and contract, and the 
kingdom of Gop and his Cur1sT ſtrengthen and enlarge — to ſee the 
hand of the Lox protecting and providing for his people—going be- 
fore them, like the pillar and cloud, refreſhing them by day and by 
night :—This is indeed a feaſt of fat things. Lox, grant that I may 
be thankful for what I have already ſeen, and may behold thy glory 
thus diſplayed more and more. And while thou lengtheneſt our 
do thou help us to ſtrengthen our ſtakes ; by holding faſt the form of 

ſound words, living as perſons profeſſing godlinefs, ſhewing that we are 


chriſtians indeed, by love to each other, and keeping the unity of the 


Spirit in the bond of peace. Thus ſhall our light ſhine before men, and 
the light of thy goſpel break forth on the right hand and on the left, 


and make the deſolate cities to be inhabited. 


death, and actually dies more\and more if nailed to the croſs of Cnxis r. 
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if a man 4005 frive for ma Hikes, yet is be not crowned except be frive lan. 
Fully, 2 Tx. ii. 5. namely, in faith, by which we have the victory. 
And as the enemies return again and again, and always become more 
crafty and more ſtrong, we mult continually be i in arms. ' Until OW, 
the kingdom of heaven /uffereth violence, MATT. xi. 12. 1 


236 


__ 


_ 
=— = 


F thoſe cannot expect to be crowned, who ftrive, but not lawfully, 

| | what muſt become of thoſe who do not ſtrive at all? O —— 
ſtrengthen me therefore to get the victory. for ĩt greatly exalts thy glory 

if the power of mine enemies is broke: and the leaſt degree of thy grace 

and ſtrength is able to overcome the greateſt power of fin at laſt, which 

3s thy promiſe, and cannot fail of being performed; fince in the former 

there is the promiſe of life and growth, Shift the latter is condemned to 


Stand up, my ſoul, ſhake off thy fears, ö Eternal chains confine him down 
And gird the goſpel armour on ; To fiery deeps, and endleſs night. 
March to the gates of endleſs joys, : . BY 
Where thy great captain-Saviour's . What tho' thine inward luſts rebel, 
Tis but a ſtruggling gaſp for life; 
What tho' the prince of darkneſs rage, | The weapons of victorious grace * 
And waſte the fury of his ſpite? I Shall lay thy fins, — 
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$o then, it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of Gon 
that ſheweth mercy, Ros. ix. 16. Thou haſt a little ftrength, Rev. iii. 8. 
. But go in this thy might, &c. Surely I will be with thee, JUDG. vi. 14. 16. 


A Little ſtrength is alſo the ſtrength of Gop through Can1sT the ſecond Adam, 

and conſequently ſtronger than the power of Satan and the firft Adam, ſhould 
it ſeem ever fo ſtrong. Nay, it is the death of theold man already, and kills him by 
degrees more and more; till at laſt, when we drop this body of fin, it will deſtroy 
him entirely. Believers in ſuch a ſtate may think themſelves weaker than before 
they had any grace, not being able now to put ſuch force upon themſelves as for- 
merly. But it is to be remembered, that hypocriſy and proud nature, deſirous of being 
ſeen and taken notice of, ſometimes can outdo grace in many outward things, and 
have a better appearance in the eyes of man: for real chriſtians, not being willing 
to be worked upon by nature any longer, and yet having but little ſtrength, can- 


dot putſuch a conſtraint upon themſelves continually, but they may be in this man- 


ner toſſed to and fro; which the Lox p wiſely permits for their good, to convince 
them the more of their own inſufficiency and nothingneſs, that they may rely on the 
ſtrength of the Lox v. Therefore we muſt not give over praying and hoping in this 
caſe; but as it is only the mercy and power of Cnz1sT, which preſerves and 

ſtrengthens the poor and feeble, we rather ought to be more earneſt in drawing near 
to him with all our miſery, wearineſs, and nakedneſs. 
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Mere mortal pow'r ſhall fade and die, But we that wait upon the Los p, 
And youthful vigour ceaſe ; | Shall feel our ſtrength increaſe. 
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Tf after they have eſcaped the pollutions of the ayorld, through the knowledge of 
 theLord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST, they are again intangled therein; and 
overcome, the latter end is auorſe auith them than the beginning, 2 PET. ii. 20. 


COME not only deny ſtrong temptations, but even all inward evil ſug. 

geſtions and ftrivings againſt the ſame, eſpecially in experienced 
chriſtians ; bat it is quite the contrary : for beginners ſtrive generally 
more againſt the outward pollutions of the world, whilſt the experienced 
turn their force more againſt their inward ſpiritual iniquities. There- 
fore take heed to your ſpirit, though your meaning be ever ſo good, and 
— aſſurance ever ſo great. Be not high- minded, for fear of falling, 


eware of all fins ; for the leaſt may unawares and by degrees draw thee || 


into many others, ſo as to be at laſt intangled in ſach a manner, that 
Without great watchfulneſs it will be impoſhble to be diſengaged, there- 
fore be not deceived : flee all occaſions of fin. Say not within thyſelf, 


It is no matter; it concerns only outward things, which do not belong 
to the eſſence of chriſtianity : for ſuch outward liberty is a {ure evidence 
of a falſe inward levity and lightneſs of mind. And by conforming to 
the world, we. give a good handle to the enemy of ſouls to ruin us; and 
by fad experience we ſhall be convinced in time, that our latter end is 


worſe than the beginning. = 


O for a perſevering pow'r I wee would defile our hearts no more, 
- Fo keep thy juſt commands! | No more pollute our hands. 
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If it be poſſible, as much as lies in you, live peaceably with all men, 
EL | Rom. x11. 18. 5 
HERE is much conteſt in the world about neum and tuum, that is 
mine and thine; but belieyers taking Car1sT for their only pro- 
g. perty, whom no body can take from them, have, in him alone, immenſe, 
ed || treaſures, and laſting peace. And fince wrath and anger turn into nothing 
ly but diſquietneſs, and are puniſhed by themſelves, why doſt thou ſuffer 
ed || thyſelf to be eaſily moved by them? The leaſt provocation, even a ſingle 
re- | word perhaps, will ſtir up the corruption of thy heart, ſo as to change 
nd thy countenance, and make thee utter dreadful words. Therefore con- 
g. | fider how Gop bears with thee, and what an abomination anger is. It 
ee is a fire from hell, the true image of the old dragon: but being called 
iat || to bear the image of God, and bring forth the fruits of the good Spiri 
re- thou art to follow the lamb-like mind of CHa Is TH; and to that purpoſes 
f, I it is highly neceſſary firſt, to avoid all occaſions of ftrife and contention. 
ng Secondly, to bridle our tongue, if quarrels ariſe. Thirdly, to ſuffer, 
ce | when we are wronged. Fourthly, to pray directly, and quench the ſparks 
to of fire, before they break out into a flame. This is the eaſieſt and the 
nd only method to prevent great troubles, and lead a peaceful happy life, 
| is © for anger carries uneaſineſs, and love a ſweet reſt in itſelf. | 


If Blefs'd are the men of peaceful life, | They ſhall be call'd the heirs of bliſs, 
eg Who quench the coals of growing ſtriſe; ] The ſons of Gov, the God of peace, 
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Havi ng therefore, Inbred, boldneſs to enter into the bolieft by the Te 7 


Jesus, Sc. Let us draw near with a true heart, in full 8 of faith; 
Having our hearts ſprinkled (with the blood of ChRIST, by which be ont '_ 
entered into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us, and 
purged our conſciences from dead works, to ſerve the living God) from an 
evil conſcience, and our bodies Wn with pure * Hes. x. 19. 22, 


HRIST has for ever purged our fins by himſelf; ee for by one offer - ing 

* ing he has perfected for ever them that are ſanctified, chap. x. 

14. And to this ſprinkling of the blood of Cats r all * KASK even the 
the weakeſt, are ta come; that is to ſay, he has the forgiveneſs of fing| 
iy his blood, This is the element and life; thus he . lives by the faith 
of the Son of God, who alſo loved him,” always applying his ranſomſ} 


to his ſoul, and pleading-his merits before his heavenly F ather, whicl Th 
keeps his conſcience pure and eaſy. to 
rig 
They find acceſs at ey'ry hour 0 happy ſoul! O PRE ate ac 
To God within the vail ; Of ever-flowing grace ! Imc 
Hence they derive a quick ning pow'r | To dwell fo near their Father's ſeat, Sp 
And] Joys that never fail. And fee his lovely face. 9 
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That wwbich may be known of God 7s manifeſ in them, for Gon hath 
forwed it unto them, Ro. i. 19. 


AHERE a are ſome things declared and enjoined in the goſpel, which 
have their foundation in the law and Ughe of nature; ſuch are all 
Ihe moral duties, which are taught therein; theſe the remaining _—_y of 
ature, though obſcurely, yet does teach and confirm ; the apoſtle, 

er.|ing of mankind in general, ſays, © That which may be known of G Go 
« 15 manifeſt in them;“ the eſſential properties of Gop, rendering our 
moral duty to him neceſſary, are known by the light of nature: And by 
venſ the ſame light are men able to make a judgment of their actions, whe- 
ins] ther they be.good or evil, Rox. ii. 14, 15- The ſame law and light, 
dich which diſcovereth theſe things, do alſo enjoin their obſervance. This 

ſomſ it is with all men — unto the prove of — goſpel to them. 
ich] The goſpel ſuperadds two things to the minds 1. It direQs us 
to a right performa of theſe things, from a right principle, by a 
_ Jright rule, and to a right end, char t they, and we in them, may obtain 
acceptance with Gop ; hereby it gives them a new nature, and turns 
{moral duties into evangelical obedience. 2 By a communication of that 

at, Spirit, which is annexed unto its diſpenſation, it © pes -e 
| for their performance in the manner it preferibe $. 


4 
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Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Car18T ? Hall tribulation, or diftrefs, In if 


or perſecution, or famine, or nakedne/s, or peril, or ſword ? Nay, in all 
theje things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us, 4 
-. Ro. viii. 38, 3777 177 

 C TARS ſhine brighteſt in the darkeſt night; torches are better for 
beating; grapes come not to the proof, till they come to the preſs; 
ſpices ſmell] beſt when bruiſed ; young trees root the faſter for ſhaking ; 
gold looks brighter for ſcouring ; Juniper ſmells ſweeteſt in the fire; 
che palmtree proves the better for prefling; camomile the more you treadiſo 
it, the more you ſpread it. Such is the condition of all Gop's children, an- 
they are then moſt triumphant, when moſt tempted ; moſt glorious, br1 
when moſt afflicted; moſt in the favour of Gov, when leaſt in man's; Ri 
as their conflicts, ſo their conquelts ; as their tribulations, fo their tri- In 
umphs; true ſalamanders, that live beſt in the furnace of perſecution 3 
ſo that heavy afflictions are the beſt benefactors to heavenly affections; 
and where afflictions hang heavieſt, corruptions hang looſeſt; and grace, l O 
that is hid in nature, as ſweet water in roſe leaves, is then moſt fragrant, O 


when the fire of affliction is put under to diſtil it out. Hi 
Our lives, our blood, we here preſent, | Give us thy ſtrength, thou Gov of pow's 0 

If for thy ſake they may be ſpent; Then let men ſcorn, and ſatan roar; R 
Fulfil thy ſov'reign counſel, Loxp, | Thy faithful witneſſes we'll be, 


Thy will be done, thy name ador d. | *Tis fix'd-we can do all thro' thee, 
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d % up, my love, my fair one, and come away ; for lo, the winter it paſt, 
the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth, the time of the 

finging of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land, 
Kc. Ariſe, my love; my fair one, and come away. O my dove, that 

for art in the clefts of the rock, &c. CANT. ii. 10—14, 1 


= Lord ! how often has it been winter with me, but thou haſt always 
ke. quickened me again. Grant that by theſe experiences I may be 
eadlſo uſed to thy ways, as always to expect the beſt from thee in every thing, 
en, and to have only this one care, namely, how I may pleaſe thee as thy 
as bride and dove, and be accepted through thee with thy Father. Let my 
s; faith be ſtrengthened in ſuch a manner by all thy methods, that at laſt 
tri-I may have boldneſs and find reſt in thy wounds, fince yet there is room 
on z for the greateſt of ſinners, even for me. | | 


15 5 The voice of my Beloved ſounds The Jewiſh wint'ry ſtate is gone, 
ce, F Over the rocks and riſing grounds : | The miſts are fled, the ſpring comes on 
nt, O'er hills of guilt, and ſeas of grief, | The ſacred turtle-dove we hear 

He leaps, he flies to my relief, Proclaim the new, the joyful year. 
el Gently he draws my heart along, And when we hear our Jzsvs ſay, 
V Zoth with his beauties and his tongue; | KRiſe up, my Love, make haſte away !** 
» 'Y Riſe, ſays my Loxp, make haſte away, | Our hearts would fain outfly the wind, 


No mortal joys are worth thy ſtay, | And leave all earthly loves behind. 
Co ng Tg L 4 Ih 


EA ASSEA - 4 a 
Be not conformed to this world, ROM. xii. 2. 4nd love not the world, nei- 

ther the things that are in the world. If ay man love the world the love 
of the Father is not in him. And the world abies] away, and the luſt 

thereof : but he that doth the avill — raerh . ever, 1 Jonn 1 ll. 

IS, 17. 
EADER ! whoſe will doſt thon do? examine thyſelf. Peckape this. 
thinkeſt to love the world and to do her will, cannot be ſo great a 
fin, fince the moſt honeſt people do the fame. But obſerve, as thou 
would be ſaved, that if thou © loveſt the world, the love of the Father 
« js not in thee; and without this love of the Father, thou haſt no 
faith ; and being deſtitute of faith, thou haſt no Cms r, and conſe- | 
quently no life 44 ſalvation” 


I fend the things of earth away ; | Now to the hiniog realms above 


Away ye tempters of the mind, I ſtretch my hands, and glance my eyes; 
Falſe as the ſmooth deceitful ſea, O for the pinions of a dove, | 
And empty as the whiſtling wind. To bear me to the upper ſkies ! 

Your ftreams were floating me along Lon p, I adore thy matchleſs grace, 
Down to the gulph of black deſpair; That warn'd me of the dark abyſs ; 


And whilſt I liſten'd to your ſong, _ Thatdrew me from thoſe treach'rous ſeas, 
 Yourſtreams hade enconyey'dmethere, And bid me ſeek ſuperior blifs, 
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Not faſbioning yourſelves according to the former luſts in your ignorance ; but 
as he aubo has called you is holy, ſo be ye holy, Note, in all manner of con- 
verſation, 1 PET. i. 14, 15. Give diligence to make. your calling and 
eleZion ſure; for the time paſt of our life may ſuffice us to have wrought 


the wwill of the Gentiles, &c. 2 PET, i. 10. 1 PET. iv. 3. 


| YONE can be ſo ſure of his ſalvation, as to be for ever free from 
fears and doubts; for there is no aſſurance without conflicts: 
therefore all diligence is required to be evermore ſure of it, ſo as to haye . 
boldneſs even in death. But let us take heed of preſumption, ſince we 
do not know what may befal us at lat ; and be careful not to deſpiſe 
and overdrive the weaker fort of chriſtians, that by making general rules 
of our own experience, this comfortable do&rine of aſſurance way not 


be matter of torment to others. 


How-ſhort and haſty is our life ! 
How vaſt our ſoul's affairs ! = 

Yet ſenſeleſs mortals vainly ſtrive 
To layiſh out their years. 


Cov from on high invites us home, 
But we march heedleſs on; | 

And ever haſt ning to the tomb, 
Stoop downward as we run. 


How we deſerve the deepeſt hell, 
That ſlight the joys above! 


What chains of vengeance ſhould we feel, 


That break ſuch cords of Jove! 


Drawus, OGop! with ſoy'reign grace, 


And lift our thoughts on high, 


That we may end this mortal race, 


And ſee ſalvation nigh, 
a - 3 | 
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For the Son of man is come to ſeek and to ſave that which was lf 
LuxE xix. 10. „ 

INDING in myſelf a ſincere deſire to be ſaved, as well from the power as tl 

| puniſhment of ſin, conſcious too as I am of an hearty acquieſcence in the goil x, 
pel covenant, it is diſhonourable to the gracious maſter whoſe I profeſs myſelf, t ft 
go on from day to day in heavineſs. My fins cannot be my deſtruction, for IE ** 
Ennis r ſuffered for them. If CnRIS T is not my Saviour, then is not the ſayin} t! 
of Gov faithful: a thought which my ſoul abhors. Conſider, O my ſoul, that! 
was the very purpoſe of Cyz1sT's coming into the world to ſave finners, circun 
ſtanced juſt as thou art! yea, though thy fins be as ſcarlet, yea, though they 
red as crimſon ; be not thou caſt down, O my ſoul, and be not diſquieted withi 
me, but encourage a cheartul hope in thy Covenant-Gop, and inſtead of poring or 
upon thy fins, conſider the exceeding love of Cxr1sT in dying for them; and, cor 
ſtrained by a ſenſe of that love, do thy diligence to live unto him; and for this te 
will enable thee by his holy Spirit. | v 


The Lox p of life and glory ſtands ; 
Aloud he cries, and ſpreads his hands ; 
He calls ten thouſand ſinners round, 
And ſends a voice from ev'ry wound. 


« An ample pardon here I give, 
And bid the ſentenc'd rebel live; 
Shew him my Father's ſmiling face, 
And lodge him in his dear embrace. 


O Te s$v, let me doubt no more; 


I purge from fin's deteſted ſtain, 
And make the crimſon white again; I 
Lead to celeſtial joys refin d, 


And laſting as the deathleſs mind.“ ( 


But hear, and wonder, and adore ; 
Till death ſhall make my laſt removt 
To dwell for ever in thy love. 
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} A Rer. ye, (O change your minds) and believe tbe goſpel, Mank. L 15. 


The great comſort, that Gob requires only faith; and ſuch a faith 
which is his own gift, and is held forth truly to every one that will 
receive his pardon, grace, and love. But that this may not be under; 
ſtood of preſumptuous. notions in our heads; it 1s well to be obſerved, 
that true. repentance goes before faith; by which. the. heart is not only 
convinced of fin, and filled with body ſorrow, but changed ſo as to 
hate and abandon all ſins. It is not enough to leave off ſome of our ſins, 
or be outwardly reformed ; but it muſt be an inward and thorough 
change of the whole mind ; for if one ſin be reigning, we cannot be ſaid 


to have repented, and received that faith and . of Gop which 
overcomes the world and fin. | 


un! Miſtaken ſouls ! that dream of heay'n, | None but a living pow'r unites © 
And make their empty boaſt To CnRIST, the living head. 
d. Of inward joys, and fins n 'Tis falth that purifies the heart 
| While they are ſlaves to luſt! | "Tis faith that works by love; 
3 Vain are our fancies airy flights, I That bids our ſins and luſts depart, 
e; If faith be cold and dead; | And lifts our ſouls above. 
nove R 4 b 
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What Fd ho unto ru, 1 Jay unto all, Watch, Marx Xi11, 37. 


N a day ſet apart tor the celebration of come great event, how anxious are the 


people to get in time to the place appointed ? what earneſtneſs is to be ſeen 
in their looks ? As earneſt ſhould we be in watching for the hour in which our Lon 
hall come, that we may not de aſhamed before him, A heart deceived by fin may 
ſuggeſt many arguments àgainſt this holy earneſtneſs, but they are the reaſonings of 
folly: It is a general warning, What I fay unto you, I ſay unto all, WA ren.“ 
Almoſt every day affords an inſtance of ſome one hurried into eternity on a ſudd en. 


Was not hourly watchfulneſs neceſſary, a mercifu} Gop would not permit ſuch ſud- 
den deaths. But he has ſounded the alarm, &« Ye know not what hour our Lox 
doth come. Give nie grace, O Lon b, to live always as if I heard that ſolemn 
rr ůͤmup Oat, * ADRs 70 00 29 1900 $0 judgment. 


As my drouſy ſoul, awake, 


And view the threat ning ſcene ; 


| Legions of foes encamp around, 
And treach' ry lurks within. 


Now to the work of Go» awake; 
Behold thy maſter near; 


The various, arduous taſk purſue, 


With vigour and with fear. 


| 


| 


The awful regiſter goes on; 
And op' ning day, or cloſing night, 


Th' account will ſurely come; 


May bear me to my doom. 


Tremendous thought! How deep it frikes! 


Yet like a dream it flies, 
Till Gop's own voice the ſlumbers chaſe 
From theſe deluded eyes. 


ces! 
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My Gov, my everlaſting hope, 5 | | Still has my life new wonders feen, 
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Noav alſo, when I am old and grey-headed, O God, for/ake me net, P*aLu 
Ixxi. 18. 0 keep my ſoul, and deliver me ; let me not be aſhamed, for $ 
put my truft in thee. Let integrity and uprightne/s preſerve me. for 7 
qbait on thee, PSALM xxv. 20, 21.-—Divine anſwer; Hearken unto me, 0 
houſe of Jacob, and all the remnant of the hoaſe of 1/rgel, which are born 
by me from the belly, qyhich are carried from the womb. And even to your 
old age I am He, and even to your hoary hairs will I carry you : I bau 
made, and I awill bear, even I will carry, and will deliver you, Isal. 
xlvi. 3, 4. . — 8 . 

| OD never does nor can forſake me, ſince I am as near and as cloſely united to 
him as a child which is carried in the mother's womb. O great comfort! 
what can I have to ſear? May I not expect every thing now confidently from him? 

Yes, and this js what pleaſes him above all things. Therefore I will © be careful 

* for nothing, but in every thing by prayer and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, 

make my requeſts known unto him,” PRIL. iv. 6, always truſting that he will as 

certainly carry me through all difficulties to come, as he has done hitherto ; ſo that 


V > F I. 21 


I can even give him thanks for it beforehand. O Lon p, grant that I may practiſe 


this better ſtill. 


I live upon thy truth; Repeated ev'ry year; Ta 


Thine hands have held my childhood up, | Behold my days that yet remain, 
And ſtrengthen d all my ou. I truſt them to thy — 
A 9 3 a | hs | | 


—— 
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Truſt ye not in lying words, ſaying, T he temple of the Log, the temple of 
the LorD, the temple of the Lok p are theſe; but thoroughly amend your 


ways and your doings, &c. IER. vii. 4, 5- Of true prayer and worſhip in 


| ſpirit and in truth, ſee alſo Jon iv 24. RoM. xii. 1. JAMES i. 27. 


AS a contrite heart is the moſt pleaſing temple of Gop ; ſo ſpeaking 
with God, in words of our own, as a child does with his father, 
is the beſt book of prayer. The moſt canning method, by which Satan 
deceives many now, is, the miſtaking of an extenſive knowledge and 
aſſurance of their own making for true faith ; or truſting on ſome out- 
ward forms of worſhip, ſenſible motives, or communion with others; 
and pretending too ſoon to evangelical experiences, liberties, and build- 


ing of ſouls up; though there was never a true change wrought in their 
own hearts. F 


or what can all our reading, prayers, going to church and 
ſacrament profit us, without this ? Before all this ſhall be acceptable to 
the Loxp, we muſt be renewed in our minds, and prove by our own 
words and deeds that we are the living temples of G. 


Ts there a thing beneath the ſun O hide this ſelf from me, that I 
That ſtrives with thee my heart to ſhare? | No more, but CHRIS in me may live 
Ah! tear it thence, and reign alone My vile affections crucify ; | 
The Lon p of ev'ry motion there: Let not one darling luſt ſurvive : 

Then ſhall my heart from earth be free, is In all things may I nothing ſee, 


When it has found repoſe in Thee. Nothing defire or ſeek but Thee. 
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 Forſake me not, O Lord my God, be not far from me. —Divine anſwer ; 


i : | The mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindneſs fall Z 
- not depart from thee, neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be removed, 
; ſaith the Loꝶ p that has mercy on thee. O thou afflifted, tofſed with tem- 
1g peſts, and not comforted ; behold, I will lay thy lanes with fair colours, 
Tr, and lay thy foundations with ſaphires. And I will make thy windows of 
an ! and 40 gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleaſant Hones, 
d | 1841. liv. 10—15. 
g f C UCH as have never been deſtitute of comfort, do not reliſh this nord. 
d. +I © Loep, as thou haſt once quickened me by it in great diſtreſs, I 
TH will henceforth evermore take hold of it; and firmly believe, even with- 
id out feeling, that thou wilt perform every thing punctually. Thou be- 
to ing my God in covenant, wilt never forſake me, but order all things 
n for my good, adorn and carry me through, though all tempeſts ſhould 
fall upon me, and every thing be daſhed to pieces. This thy faithfulneſs 
requires. 
e | Firm are the words which 1 give, T'embrace the meſſage of his Son, 


Sweet words on which believers live; [ call the joys of heav'n our own._ 
Each of them is the voice of Gop, | Pen ſhould the earth's old pillars ſhak 
Who ſpoke and ſpread the ſkies abroad. | And all the wheels of ere break, 25 


O! for a ſtrong, a laſting faith, — Our ſteady ſouls ſhould tear no more 
To credit what th Almighty faith! Than ſolid rocks when billows rore. 


rr 


Lean not unto thine own under landing, Pov. itt. 5. Be not aue In: your 


022 conceits, Rom. xii. 17. For the wiſdom SY this a" ts * iſo 
2275 With Gos, 1 Cor. iii. 19. = 


FHOSOEVER will do the will of the Loap, and i is not wiſei in bis 


own conceit, avoiding vain curioſity, and praying earneſtly, ſhall 
certainly know the counſels and will of Goo, Jonx viii. 17. But he 
moſt depend more upon the word of Gon than his own feeling; ſince 
cur own ſpirit often mixes with ſpiritual ſenſations, and tempts os t tuft, 
fear, prefumption, and pride: : and many truſt even to their ſcandalous 
whims and fancies, as if all were from our Saviour. O Loxb, grant that 
1 may be always jealous over myſelf, go in and out with prayer, and not 
err in any thing to cke hurt of my ſoul. 


Thus ſaith the Wiſdom of the Lox p, | Immortal life is his reward, | 
Bleſs'd is the man that hears my word ; Life and the favour of the Lond. 
Keeps daily watch before my gates, . 
And at my feet for merey waits. Rut the vile wretch that flies from me, 
| Doth his own foul an injury; 
The foul that ſeeks me ſhall obtain I Fools that againſt my grace rebel, 
Immortal wealth and heav'oly gain; | Seek death, aud love the road to hell, 
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« Ifracl of God.“ 
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de preach, ani ſo ye believed, 1 Cor. xv. 11. 


un method of the goſpel is this: firſt it propoſeth and declareth 


things which are properly and peculiarly its own; ſo the apoſtle 
down the conſtant entrance of his preaching, 1 Con. xv. 3. It re- 


veals its own myſteries, to lay them as the foundation of faith and obe- 


dience; it inlays them in the mind, and thereby conforms the whole 
ſoul unto theni. See Rom. vi. 17. Gal. iv. 49. Tir. ii. 11, 12. 1Cor. 
1. 11. 2 Cox. ii. 18. This foundation being laid, without which it 
has, as it were, nothing to do with the ſouls of men, nor will proceed 


unto any other thing, with them by whom this its firſt work 1s refuſed ; 


it then grafts all duties of moral obedience on this ſtock of faith in 

naler asus. This is the method of the goſpel, which the apoſtle 
Paul obſerves in all his epiſtles; firſt he declares the myſteries of faith, 
that are peculiar to the goſpel, and then deſcends unto thoſe moral duties 
which are regulated th ; fo we muſt firſt hear the goſpel, and be 
acquainted with its diſcoveries, before we can believe aright; and when 


our faith is rightly founded, it is to ſnew itſelf in the practice of all thoſe 


good works that are required of us in the ſcriptures. © As many as walk 
according to this rule, peace be on them and mercy, and upon the 


Hias can I do this great wickedneſs, and fix againſt Gov ? Gun. xxxix. 9. 


YOSEPH was a flave, and in a firange country; he was tempted by a 

laſcivious and vindictive. miſtreſs ; had he complied, he would have 
been ſure of ſecreſy and rewards; but if he reſiſted, he might expect 
her keeneſt reſentment, if not a deprivation of his life. Yet all theſe could 


not influence him; he chooſes to ſubmit to every inconveniency and 


danger, rather than be guilty of ſo foul a crime, and fif againſt Gop. 
From hence we may learn, that the fear of God is a moſt effectual pre- 
ſervative againſt all criminal indulgences; it was this that reſtrained 
Joſeph, and will have the ſame effect on all mankind upon all occaſions, 
and in every ſcene of life: It ſtrikes every paſſion, every ſpring of the 
human actions, and includes in it all the moſt powerful motives, by 
which the conduct of mankind is determined. If intereſt be the princi- 
pal thing that ſways us, that ſurely cannot be ſo certainly promoted, 
as by ſecuring the favour of Gon, and avoiding his diſpleaſure. If we 
are governed by our fears, he is the moſt formidable Being in the uni- 
verſe, to a mind that has perverted its faculties, and tranſgreſſed the 
laws of its nature: if by hope, he is the ſupreme good; if by love, he 
is the moſt amiable and perfect excellence; if by gratitude, he is the 
author of all our happineſs, CE: 3 
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i have Hed the book of the law in the houſe of * the LorD. ' Becauſe thine 


| heart was tender, and {008 vaſt Oy thyſelf before the . _ 
2 KiNGs xxii. 8, 19. 


HE prieſts, probably to ſave ente; the trouble of wri ung. and 

the people of reading the book at large, had furniſhed themſelves 
with abttraRs-of the law, leaving out, or ſlightly mentioning, many parts 
thereof, and particularly the promiſes and threatenings ; which Joſiah 
was ſo much affected with, as being new to him. The book of Gop's 
law ſeems in our day to be loſt, or a ſealed book, to moſt of the congre- 
gations that profeſs themſelves chriſtians ; imperfect hoodwinking ab- 
ſtracts of it are adapted, that hide the promiſed bleſſings, threatenings. 
and curſes of Gov. When this book by ſpiritual light is found, and on 
reading, or hearing thereof, conviction reaches the conſcience, it is a 
great inſtance of Goy's favour, a token for good, and mult be faithfully 
acknowledged as ſuch. Reader, art thou truly apprehenſive of the weight 
of Gop's wrath, and ſolicitous to obtain his favour? Seek then earneſtly 
upon thy ny and in the houſe of the Loxd, redemption from the 
curſes of the law ; pray that Jesvs may be revealed to thee ; the blood of 
that Lamb of Gon alone can take away the guilt of ſin ; having found 
the law, reſt not till thou find the goſpel alſo, and arrive at a comfort - 
able aſſurance of thine intereſt in its bleſſings. Joſiah's heart was tender, 
he wept, and was encouraged ; follow his forrow, and thou wilt partake 


ef his bleſlings ; z and make the law of Gop thy delight and counſellor. 
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Drau me, wwe will run after thee : The ling hath broupht + me into bis cham- 


bers; awe will be glad and rejoice in thee ; aus will remember thy love 
more than wine : the upright love thee. 1 1 tler, the Pere findeth | 
ws SONG 1. 4+ HosEA xiv. - oy 


HE needle's point in the ſeaman's compaſs never fands ill, but 
quivers and ſhakes till it comes right againſt the north pole: 

The wiſemen of the eaſt never reſted till they were right againſt the ſtar 

| which appeared unto them; and the ſtar itſelf never ſtood ſtill till it came 


right againſt that other STar, which ſhone more brightly in the manger, 


than the ſun did in the firmament : And Noah's dove could find no reſt 


for the ſole of her foot, all the while ſne was fluttering over the flood, 


till-ſhe returned to the ark with an olive-branch in her mouth: So the 
heart of every true chriſtian, which is the turtle · dove of Jas us CHRIST, 
can find no reſt all the while ſhe is hovering over the waters of this 
world, till it have the filver wings of a dove, and with the olire- branch 
of faith flies,to the true Noah, which ſignifieth ret, till Cuxisr puts 
forth bis hand out of the ark, and 2 it in. receiveth ĩt * 
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What think ye of Canzor ? ave act 42. 


ND ought we not to put this queſtion to our ſouls, when our hap- 
pineſs for ever depends upon him, and when without him we are 
undone to eternity? How ought we then to think of the Logs Jas us 
Cnr1sT ? Surely as the ſcripture reprefents him to be, « the chief among 
ten thouſand, and altogether lovely.“ We ought to think of him in his 
perſon, as the great Gop incarnate ; in his work and his offices, as the 
Saviour of Iſrael : We ought to think of him as one, in whom juſtice | 
is ſatisfied, love and righteouſneſs are manifeſted, and finners are ſaved. 
O what have God's people ever thought of CHRIST Jesvs! And what 
do the ſaints now in heaven think of him? But what think we of CHRIST, 
when burdened with fin, when oppreſſed with affliction? When we can- 
not entertain a good thought of ourſelves, can we then think of Carsr 
as highly as heretofore ? Alas! how very weak is our faith at the beſt ? 
Lord, ſtrengthen our faith, inflame our love, enlarge our views, ſup- 
port us in trials, guide us by thy counſels, and receive us into glory, 
chat we may ſing thy praiſe to all eternity. Amen. 
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Our comverſ/ation, or our citizenſhip, 7s in 3 Pai. iii. 20. — 
rejoice, becauſe your names are written in beauen, LUKE x. 20. And 
= Jour affections on things above, not on things on the earth, COL. ui. 2, 


Chriſtian being only a traveller through this world, having : as it 
were a night's lodging in it, does not expect to have every thing 
ſo convenient ; but fince his journey's end and city is in heaven, all his 


actions, ſufferings, prayers, trade, and converſation, turn that way. Q 


Lox, grant that mine eyes my be always fixed upon this mark, ſo as to 
regulate all my defigns and doings accordingly : aſking myſelf in every 
thing, whether it be fit for heaven, and agreeable to the mind and 
manners of the celeſtial citizens and bridegroom above. 


The glorious tenants of the place 
Stand bending round the throne; - 

And ſaints and ſeraphs ſing and praiſy 
The infinite TIZEE- Oxx. 


| Raiſe thee, my foul, fly up and run 

Thro' ev'ry heav'nly ſtreet; 

And ſay, There's naught below the ſun 
That's worthy of thy feet. 


Thus will we mount on ſacred wings, [ Jz8vs, O when ſhall that dear day, | 
And tread the courts above: | That joyful hour appear, 

Nor earth, nor all her mightieſt things | When I ſhall leave this houſe of clay, 
Shall tempt our meaneſt love, Io dwell amongft them there? 
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e Him give all the prophets witneſs, that through his name, whoſcever be- 
ad Hewes in him ſpall receive remiſſion of fins, ACTS x. 43. Chap. iv. 12. 
2. This name is as ointment poured forth, the fulneſs of all grace, CanT. 
, i. 3. It is @ firong tower : the ha * into it, and ts a afe, 
* Prov. xviii. 10. 
IN this name we ſhall draw nigh to the Father i in prayer, and not come 
nis before him with a ſtrange fire of our own worthineſs or devotion; 
QF and he will draw nigh to us again, James iv. 8. He will certainly grant 
to If our petitions, * and we ſhall receive, that our joy may be full,” Joan 
ery wi. 24. For the Log is good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous 
nd in mercy.unto all them that call upon him,” PSALM Ixxxvi. 5. and all 
theſe promiſes are yea and amen in CHR1sT ; that every one can ſay, 
« The Loxp will receive my prayer,” PsaLM vi. g. © Bleſſed be Gop, 
* who has not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me ;” for 
„ he has dealt bountifully with me,” PSALM Ixvi. 20. and xiii. 6. 


Lift up your eyes to th' heav* nly feat, | The prieſt with his own ſacrifice 
Where your Redeemer ſtays; Preſents them to the king. 
Kind interceſſor! there He fits, - 


And Ioves, and pleads, and prays. | Ixsus alone ſhall bear my cries 
1 Up to the Father's throne: 
Petitions now, and praiſe may riſe, _ He, deareſt Lon p! perfumes my fighs, 
And ſaints their off” rings bring; 1 ſweetens ev'ry grone, 
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In thy e is fulneſs of joy, at thy right hand there are pleaſures for Ji 
evermore, PSALM xvi. 11. And T1 /aw * holy city, new Feruſalem, de- 
ſcending out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned Fn her 
ate RE. xxi. 2, 3, 4, 10, 12. 


\ My dear Saviour! being ſtill ſo very imperfect and little prepared 
for heaven, grant that I may be more adorned with faith and , 
love, with a heavenly mind and ſpiritual defires. And fince thou know. mn. 
eſt in what I am wanting, and haſt juſtified and cloathed me already with I | 
thy own garment and blood, and haſt brought ſo many ſons to glory, ¶ in 
I truſt that thou wilt alſo inwardly adorn, . and fetch me home ¶ ot 


in due time. ſer 
O, the delights, the heav'nly joys, j Lox, how our ſouls are all on fire W 
The glories of the place Io“ ſee thy bleſs'd abode; * 
Where Jzs vs ſends the brighteſt beams | Our tongues rejoice in tunes of praiſe M 
of his o' er flowing grace To our incarnate Gov. f 
Archangels ſound his lofty 1 And while our faith enjoys this fight, Bx 
Thro' ev'ry heay'nly ſtreet; We. long to leave our clay; 8 
And lay their higheſt honours down And wiſh thy fiery chariots, Loxp, 80 


Submiſlive at his n. IT s fetch our ſouls away. 
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Watch and grey. let us be going, Marr. xxvi. 41s 46. Remember Lot's 


4 
8 avife, LUKE xvii. 32. This is the way, walk ye in it, when you turn to 
1 the right hand, and when you turn to the left, Is al. xxx. 21. 

O keep free from ſelf⸗ righteouſneſs, and falſe joy and liberty, i is the 
7 ſafeſt way. O my dear Saviour! thou art my way; I walk in 
nd thy name, I live in faith, I look upon thee, I cleave to thee, I abide in 
N thee ; and my conſtant ſaying is, I am juſtified, clean, and free by thee; 
| 


not to live licentiouſly, but to be kept from it. For if I was not to reſt 
ia thee, I ſhould reſt in the fleſh ; but being taken up with thee, all 


ne FF other things muſt vaniſh away, and I a am able to be watchful, cloſe, and 
fervent, 
s When my forgetfu! ſoul renews I ThenT repent, and vex my ſoul, 
i The ſavour of thy grace; | That I ſhould leave thee ſo; 
My heart preſumes I cannot loſe Where will thoſe wild affections roll, 

The reliſh all my days. | That let a Saviour go? 

zur, gut ere ſome fleeting hour is paſt | Shew my forgetful feet the way 
The flatt' ring world employs That leads to joys on high; 

” Some ſenſual bait to ſeize my taſte, | There knowledge grows without decay, 
* to N my joys. And love ſhall never die. 
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Walk before me, as in my preſence, and be thou perfect, Gen. xvii. 1. 

Fear God, and keep his commandments ; for this is the whole duty e 

man. For God ſhall bring every work into judgment, with every ſecret 
thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil, ECCL. xii. 13, 14. 


: ONSEQUENTLY all ſuch things as are now called indifferent is 
their nature, will alſo be arraigned, and not judged indifferent, but 
either actually good or actually evil, O the prodigious harm that is done ( 

by this falſe doctrine of innocent things! R opens the door to innume 


Table fins. For though our conſcience often tells us, that we ſhould not 1 

do ſuch things as are not actually good; yet preſently innocence i : 
| pleaded, it is called a harmleſs thing; which, though it could not be * 

ſaid to be good, yet it was not evil neither, but quite indifferent in in 1 


nature: by which thouſands are drawn into the fnares of the devil. 0 
Logo, grant that all my works be done unto thee, and in thy preſence} . 
agreeable to thy commandments ; that even my leaves may not wither 


and whatſoever I do may proſper and abide for ever. H 
Within thy circling pow'r I ftand; O may theſe thoughts poſſeſs my breal 
On ev'ry fide I find thy hand; Where'er I rove, where'er I reſt; V 
Awake, aſleep, at home, abroad, Nor let my weaker paſſions dare 


+ I am ſurrounded ſtill with Gop. | Conſent to fin, for Gos is there. 
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Perily, werily I ſay unto you, Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the 
| kingdom of God, Joan 111. _— gb 


"\ONSEQUENTLY no outward form of religion will do; but we 
| muſt be ſpiritually born by the Spirt of God, and have our hearts 
changed, Elſe we cannot enter into the kingdom of Gop. CarisT con- 

' frmed it twice with an oath. How is it poſſible then, that mere honeſt 
and moral men can be ſaved ? Will CnRISTH break his double oath ? No 
ſurely. Therefore outward groſs immoralities being only blamed and 
rebuked, moral chriſtians always ſlip through; and the looſer fort think 
that they can leave off their open fins one time or another; and fo none 
is duly concerned to be thoroughly converted ; but the new-birth and a 
real change of the heart being inſiſted upon, and CHRIST held forth in 
this only true way, every one, who will be ſaved, muſt be turned. 
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The ſecond Adam ſhall reftore Nor would our Saviour come to be | 
The ruins of the firſt; | The miniſter of fin, ; 
Hoſanna to that ſov'reign pow'r ; 
That new creates our duſt. His Spirit purifies our frame, | 
| And ſeals our peace with G6p; 
When from the curſe He ſets us free, | J=sus and his ſalvation came 
He makes our natures clean; { By water and by blood, 
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Why art thou caft down, O my ſoul? and why art thou diſquieted within 
me ? Hope thou in Gob, for I Hall yet praiſe him, who is the health of 
my countenance and my Gop, PSALM xlii. 2, 5, 6. For I reckon, that 
the ſufferings of this preſent time are not worthy to be compared with the 

glory which ſhall be revealed in us, Rom. viii. 18. | 


*THIsS mes, that even believers are till in diſquietneſs, but they 


1 conquer it by faith and hope to the end. If the Loxp had ſaid, 
that they ſhould ſtrive, pray, and hope, till ſuch and ſuch a time, and 
his help ſhould fail, then they might deſpair ; but as he fixes no certain 
time, but without limitation requires them to hope, this keeps them 
from impatience and deſpair ; ſhould he even tarry to the end, they will 
certainly experience him then, if no ſooner, to be faithful in his pro- 
miſes. O Lox p, ſuffer not the load to lie too long nor too heavy upon 
me, that I may not be unfaithful: I truſt theu wilt in due time prove 
thyſelf to be my help, and thy word to be true. 


"Tis Gos that lifts our comforts high, | Be filent at his ſov'reign will, 


Or finks them in the grave; And ev'ry murmur die. 
He gives (and bleſſed be his name!) | 8 | 
He takes þut what he gave. If ſmiling mercy crown our lives, 
3 Its praiſes ſhall be ſpread; 
Feace, all our angry paſſions then; And we'll adore the juſtice too, 


Let each rebellious figh ; That ftrikes our comforts dead, 


2 nn rn een a its. — »_— - RN —_——: 


SS£&SS£& & Mc as. 


Je not ſoon ſhaken i in mind, 2 Tasss. ii. 2. 7 Ame not to knew any 


thing among you, ſave JesUs CHRIST and him crucified, 1 COR. ii. 2. 
In whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, Cor. It. 3. 


My dear Saviour, grant that I may reſt quietly and humbly in thee, avoiding | 
all ſwerving preſumptions, and actions which are not commanded to me. He 
that always covets novelties, it is a fign that he has not as yet taſted the power of 
the good word of Gop ; elſe he would certainly be ſatisfied with it. Better daily to 
improve in the power of godlineſs, than in new wards, forms, and methods. May 
« the Lozxp quicken me by the old truths, and humble my heart evermore, ſo as 


4 toreceive them better, and to abide in that which I have heard from the begin- 
ning!“ Novelty is the bane of ſouls, by which we are often grievouſly torment- 


ed and diſtracted. It is work enough for a meek and quiet ſoul to keep within the 
bounds of a ſettled mind, and effectually to center in Gop. How is it poſſible for 
ſuch, as from a vain curiofity deſire to know every thing, to enjoy true reſt ? What 
have we to do with the world? What need to meddle with the buſineſs of others? 
What fignifies all knowledge, if it does not profit our ſouls ? Had we not better to 
be ignorant of ſome other things, than to want a ſaving * of Cuai1sT? 


O that the Lox D would guide my ways | My ſoul has gone too far aſtray, 
To keep his ſtatutes ſtill ; | My feet too often flip; 

O that my God would grant me grace | Yet ſince I've not forgot thy way, 
To know and do his will. Reſtore thy wand'ring ſheep. 
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Waſh me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſe me . my &, Perf 
Ii. 2.—Dirine anſwer; The blood o F Jesvs Ve, the Son * 
cleanſeth us from all fin, 1 Jo i. 


TNDEKR the ceremonial law all things were purged with blood, and 
without ſhedding of blood there was no remiffion ; thus it is im- 
poſſible, that any one ſin, even the leaſt ſinful motion, ſhould be taken 
away, except by the blood of CRRIST Jesvs. This teaches us the hein- 
ouſneſs of ſin, keeps us humble, tender, and watchfal, and ”m gives ſuf- 
ficient peace and ſtrength at the ſame time. 


My wig Saviour and my Gop, ( Ti atonement of thy blood apply, 
Fountain for guilt and fin, Till faith to fight improve; 
Sprinkle me ever with thy blood, | Till hope ſhall in fruition die, 
And cleanſe, and keep me clean. | And all my ſoul be love. 
| Waſh me, and make me thus thy own; | For ever here my reſt ſhall be, 
| Waſh me, and mine thou art; | Cloſe to thy bleeding fide ; 
Waſh me, but not my feet alone, | *Tis all my hope and all my plea, 


My hands, my head, my heart. | © For me the Saviour dy d.“ 


, 


ow 


4 


Redeemer, whilſt ſtill we remain without inter 
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Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the faith, 2 Cok. xiii. 5. 
UT is there any need of ſuch ſelf-examination, when yet we preach 
- Cartsr, and ſtay ourſelves on his name? Alas! it is poſſible both to 
preach and profeſs him, to be confident * him, as our Rock and 
in him, and are yet 
in the way to everlaſting deſtruction. Thus Jesvs hath told us, Marr. 
vii. 22, 23. Let us examine ourſelves ; Is our faith in Him accompanied 


with much ſelf-abhorrence, in the views of our finfulneſs and pollution 


before him? Do we prize him, not only for his favour to us, but for his 


own goodneſs, his grace and his excellence? Do we love him, ſo as we 
love nothing befide, not ſelf, not the world, not eaſe or advantage? 
Then ſurely we are his, and He alſo is ours: Theſe graces are the 


fruits of his Spirit within us; they are proofs of our faith, and of 


our union with him: and if we are united by the Spirit of ]Jz$us, be 


will certainly own us before men and angels; he will never forſake us 


in time or eternity. But how dreadful will their caſe be who deceive 
themſelves here, and habitually give themſelves unto fin and iniquity, 


whilſt yet they make mention of Jesus CarisT with their lips? Keep 
us, Lorp, we beſeech thee, from ſuch ſad deluſion! O give us to re- 


member our paſt provocations; and to know, to love, and to ſerve. 
thee in fincerity, 1 


r 


What lack I yet ? Marr. xix. 20. Yet lackeſt thou one thine; Lux XVI, 
= ©, or, one thing i 7s needful, Lux x. 4 2. 


HIS one thing needful is to have CurrsT; and by being firſt, 

with Mary, ſerved and treated by him, we draw the neceſſary 
Rrength from him, to ſerve him again. He muſt be firſt our meat, be- 
fore we can feed on him, or do any thing for him. Faith receives grace 
firſt from the fulneſs of CyrisT ; and being thus ſtrengthened, begins 
to give and work allo, though it be but faintly. However, it is not by 
our working and giving, but by the receiving in faith, that we become 
Chriſtians, and remain in a perfect ſtate of ſalvation : ſince we receive, 
even with the feeble hands of faith, a whole and perfect CHRIST. „This 
is the one thing needful.“ 


Tu hear of nothing elſe beſide | Sure none refuſe to join this ſong, 
My Jxsu, and him crucify'd ; To praiſe our Saviour all along 
In him is all 1 want : I beir pilgrimage below 
His blood, his meritorious blood, { To ſing,“ there's none, there 5nonebefide, 
Alone is rich, alone is good, « But Ixsu, and him crucify'd, 
For that alone I pant, 6 Needful for us to know.“ 


I 
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| Fofeph is a fruitful bough—the archers have ſorely grieved bis, ad Hot at 


him, and hated bim; but his bow abode in ſtrengtb, and the arms of his 


hands avere made ffrong by the hands of the mighty Gov of Jacob : from 
thence is the Shepherd, the Stone of Iſrael, Gen. xlix. 22—24. 


OSEPH is acknowledged to have been an eminent type of the Meſſiah : by bring- 

' ing ſome circumſtances under one view, the reſemblance will appear conſpi- 
cuous and ſtriking. Joſeph was the ſon of his father's old age; Cxxis r the Son of 
the Ancient of Days. Joſeph was in a peculiar manner beloved by his father ; 
Car1sT is the dear Son of his Father's love. Jacob made for [oſeph a coat of many 
colours; Goo prepared a body in human nature for CyzisT, filled and adorned 


with the various gifts and graces of the Spirit without meaſure. Joſeph was hated 


dy his brethren, and they could not endure to think he ſhould have the dominioa 


over them; the Jews, CxrisT's brethren according to the fleſh, hated him, and 
would not have him to reign over them. Joſeph was ſent by his father a long jour- 
ney to vifit his brethren, and know their welfare; Carrsr was ſent from the bo- 
ſom of the Father, to ſeek and to ſave the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael. Joſeph's 
brethren conſpired to take away his life; the Jews ſaid, This is the heir, let us 
& kill him;** and they conſulted to take away his life. Joſeph was ſold for twenty 
pieces of ſilver at the motion of Judah; and CarrsT, by one of the ſame name, 
was ſold for thirty pieces. Joſeph was delivered to ſtrangers, and CuzisT to the 
Gentiles. Joſeph being reckoned as dead by his father, and yet alive, may be 22 
emblem of Cazxis 7's death, and teſurrection from the dead. 


———— —— « —— 


— 
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| What thing dere gain to me, thoſe 1 comited hoſe for Cn HRIST ; yea doubtle FY 

and] a. => all things but laſi, for the excellency of the knowledge of CHRIST 
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have /u uffered the loſs of all ibings and do 
count them but dung, that I may win CHRIST, and be found in eh, 
my righteouſneſs, Pa1L. 1 iii. 


HIS was the life and conſtant mind of St. paul. The work, « In 

« Him, in Caz1sT, in the Lozd, I am in Chuisr, &c.” occur 
continually. I chooſe it for my motto alſo. It ſhall be my great tower, 
my ſtrong fortreſs, my ſweet paradiſe, mine only element and life. Here 
I will take up my abode for ever: It is good for us to be here; here 
5 let us make tabernacles.” Here death ſhall find me at laſt. 


Had I ten thouſand zifts beſide, ,. | Poſſeſſing Cnx1sr, I all poſſeſs; 


But CHRIST the corner-ſtone. 


I'd cleave to Ixsu crucify'd, | Wiſdom, and ſtrength, el, 174 EP OY 
And build on him alone: And ſanity complete: 

For no foundation is there givin Bold in his name I dare draw nigh 

On which I'd place my hopes of heav'n, | Before the Ruler of the (ky, 


And all his jules monte 
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: W bat muſt I 4 to be . ?— Divine anſwer; Believe on the Lok Jesus. 
2 {os 2 be Javed, and uy houſe, ACTS xvi. 31. 


Jarr H is not a a of our own meking, but it is God that 
works it in a contrite and repenting heart. This faith purifies the 
| heart, deſtroys the old Adam, overcomes the world, changes us in heart, 
mind, and all the powers and faculties of the ſoul, Which is the true pro- 
teſtant faith; and not that we only think and ſay, I believe.” By this 
we muſt try our faith. All true believers have received it under a ſenſe 
» of holy contrition and ſorrow. If we feel ſomething of this, and apply to 
CarIsT by prayer for faith and grace, we have a ſure mark of faith al- 
0 ready; for if we did not believe, we would not pray. And he that daily 
a d himſelf in the blood of CRRIST, has true faith and hope already, / 
_ he is but weak, and does not taſte any Joy. 


w -7; = 


a 


Ye dying ſouls that fit Their righteouſneſs ad Atrength i 15 "EP" 
eſs, In darkneſs and diſtreſs, I ũ In Cxz1srT the Loa alone. 
Look from the borders of the pit 58 
To Cnx1sT's recov'ring grace. I In him ſhall Iſrael truſt, 
5 And ſee their guilt forgiv'n; 
Sinners ſhall hear his ſound ; + God will pronounce the finners juſt, - 


Their thankful torigues hall own, And take the ſaints. to heav'n. - 
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5 Abſtain So all appearance of evil, that ye may be Blamels fo and barml/s, 


the ſons of GOD, without rebuke, in the midſt of .a crooked and peryerſe 
nation, among avhom ye ſvine as lights in the world, PhiL. ii. 15. 


ORD, I deſire to ſhine 10 bod wacks. the genuine fruits of faith : 
therefore will I give myſelf up to thee to purge me, that I may 
bring forth more fruit. Looking upon myſelf as thine, I would not only 
| abſtain from evil, but from the very appearance of it. Some content 
themſelves with being blameleſs, but I would wiſh to appear ſo for the 
goſpel's ſake, leſt through me offence ſhould come; which, as far as in 
me lieth, I would prevent. Thy children, O Gov, are as lights in the 


world; O! pour thy grace, that heavenly oil, into my lamp, and fo 


trim it that it may give light unto all around, that * may be led to 


glorify thy holy name. 


O Los p I my ſtubborn will ſ des; | | Be heaven now my ſoul's abode, | 
Create my ruin'd frame anew; ] Hid be my life with Curis- in Gop. 
Diſpel my darkneſs by thy light: My ſpirit, Los p, be one with thine; 
Into all truth my ſpirit guide, Le: all my works in thee be wrought, 
But from mine eyes for ever hide And fill'd with thee be all my thought, 
All things diſplcafing in thy fight. | Till in me thy full likeneſs mine. 
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Let bim that is atbirf come : and whoſoever will, let him take of the water 


of life freely, Rev. xxii. 17. 


F there be a ſenſe of fin, and want of ſpiritual bleſſings, and a \ willingneſs to be 
ſaved by grace, though you know not that it is Cax1sT's ſecret power that 
makes you willin "Es yet being athirſt and willing, you are invited : do not puzzle 
and perplex yourſelf with ſuch queſtions as theſe; Am I elected? Have I a right? 
Am I prepared ? But come upon the invitation, and take pardon, peace, righteouſ- 
neſs, &c. as free gifts to the needy. If one ready to periſh with hunger and thirſt, 
was invited to a feaſt, and aſſured of welcome, and he ſhould ſtand heſitating, Have 
I a right? Am worthy ? Would it not ſeem prepoſterous in him thus to demur, 
when his neceſſities were preſſing upon him, and a plentiful table before him? The 
weary, the hungry, the thirſty, the guilty, the worthleſs, the vileſt, are invited to 
believe on Jx$vs, who came only to ſave finners; and hath aſſured them in his 
_ that they who thus come to him, he will in no wiſe caſt out. 


The Spirit 3 in the word, | And whoſoever will, 

And in his motions cries, Is welcome to receive 
Come to the fountain-head of life, Streams of everlaſting life, | 
And come for large ſupplies, N That beav'n will freely give.” 

Let him who feels his thirſt, | erte ! is this thy voice? 

Nor can endure its rage, L e bleſs the gracious call; 
Come to ſalvation's copious ſprings, = And fly with joyful haſte to thee, 
And all his 4 e. I Dur Saviour, and our All. 


. 
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Weep . behold the lieu of the tribe of Tadah, the root 1 of David, has pre · 
 wailed, Rev. v. 5. He roſe triumphantly, and deftroyed the Works of 
the devil: therefore fin ſhall not have dominion over us, ROM. vi. 14. 


member that the enemy of ſouls will diſcourage thee. Go on praying, 
and venture it evermore upon the Logp. Conſider how he awakened you 
at firſt, how often he has heard your prayers afterwards, and aſſiſted you 
in many hard ſtruggles. Surely he will help you now alſo. If that will 
not do, begin, as it were, afreſh, acknowledge yourſelf guilty in every 
reſpect; and, as the chief of ſinners, plead for mercy, and be inſtant in 
your 223 ſup lications ; looking at the ſame time upon yourſelves 
4 reconciled udp ardoned i in Canis r, in ſpite of all your miſery : then 
* will ſoon — a better progreſs. To deſpair of our own ſtrength, 
; but we myſt never deſpair of the power of CarisT, who is 
0 from the dead. hut be ſure to overcome with him at laſt. He wil 
certainly help you in the due and beſt ſeaſon. 


Hell and thy ſins reſiſt thy courſe, | He dies, and in that dreadful nigiit 
But hell and fin are vanquiſh'd foes; Did 120 he powers of hell deſtroy; 
Thy Ixus nail'd them to the croſs, e brou 8 5s our heay'n to light 
And ſung the triumph when he roſe. And d wok pode on of the joy. | 


"ANY complain, that though they will not turn back, yet they have 
no power to advance further. If this is thy caſe, my reader, re. 
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 receiveth. If ye endure chaſtening, God dealeth with you as with ſons : 
for what ſon is be whom the Father chaſteneth not? But he chaſteneth us 


| for ur profit, that wwe might be partakers of bis belineſe, Bun. zii. 610. 


O theſe chaſtenings alſo belong outward afflitions, which are pre- 
cious means, and ſanctified to believers. O my dear heavenly Fa- 
ther! thou art only pleaſed with a true filial confidence, but I am ſtill 
of a diſtruſting heart, when any thing comes upon me on a ſudden. Grant 
that I may always entertain the beſt hopes of thee, fear no adverſity, 
nor look upon it as a fign of diſpleaſure, but of love; really believing 
it to be intended as a bleſſing to my good. Whatever thy providence 
may order, let me only be — of thy paternal affection, and fall 
in with thy ſalutary deſign, | DD 


$0 for my fin I juſtly feel 1 AMiQions make me learn thy law, 
Thy diſcipline, O Gp; And live upon my Gov. 
Yet wait the gracious moment ftill, | 


Till thou remove thy rod. ]| This is the comfort I enjoy 


6 . When new diſtreſs begins; 
For 1 have found tis good for me I read thy word, I run thy Ry, 


To bear wy Father's rod And hate my forgier fins, 


Tz 
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The entrance of thy word gives 1 27. ; 1 giveth underſtanding | to the fingh, 
PSALM cxix. 130. Order my fleps in thy word : and let not any iniquity 
have dominion over me, ver. 33. 


E may have a clear fight and a real taſte of the goſpel, and 1 
be ſoon deprived of the comfort of it again, if we do not walk 
in godly fimplicity and poverty of ſpirit, for CHRIST will have none but 

humble and child-like diſciples. But thus abiding always in the word 
and in CarisT, we ſhall come to great and laſting aſſurance : for nei- 
ther a ſweet ſenſe, nor even faith itſelf, but CHRIST alone, is the foun- 
dation of our ſalvation, whom the weakeſt as well as the ſtrongeſt be- 
liever receives. And we muſt believe firſt, before we can feel. To 
truſt only on feeling, is not true faith, and does not laſt long. 


Thy mercies fill the earth, O Lozv, 1 *Tis ike the fun, a heav'nly light, - 


How good thy works appear! | That guides us all the day; 
Open mine eyes to read thy word, And through the dangers of the night, 
And ſee thy wonders there. A lamp to lead Our way. 
When once it enters to the mind, Since I'm a ſtranger here e 
It ſpreads ſuch light abroad., Let not thy path be hid, 
The meaneſt ſouls inſtruction find, | But mark the —— my feet ſhould gg, 
| And raiſe the ir thoughts to Go And be my conſtant — 


3 
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Tarn away mine eyes from 
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beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way, 
. PSALM Cx. . 1 
T you was to ſee a man dully endeavouring all his life to ſatisfy his thirſt, by 
holding up one and the ſame empty cup to his mouth, you would certainly de- 
ſpiſe his ignorance; but if you ſhould ſee others of brighter parts, and finer under- 
ſtandings, ridiculing the dull ſatisfaction of one cup, and thinking to ſatisfy their 
own thirſt by a variety of gilt and golden empty cups, would you think that theſe 


were ever the wiſer, or happier, or better employed, for their finer parts? Now 


this is all the difference that you can ſee in the happineſs of this life. The dull and 
heavy ſoul may be content with one empty appearance of happineſs, and be con- 
tinually trying to hold one and the ſame empty cup to his mouth all his life. But 
then let the wit, the great ſcholar, the fine genius, the great ſtateſman, the polite 
gentleman, lay all their heads together, and they can only ſhew you more, and va- 
rious, empty appearances of happineſs ; give them all the world into their hands, 
let them cut and carve as they pleaſe, they can only make a greater variety of empty 
cups; for ſearch as deep, and look as far as you will, there is nothing here to be 
found that is nobler or greater than high eating and drinking ; than rich dreſs and 
human applauſe; unleſs you look for it in the wiſdom and laws of religion. Reader, 
if you will reflect upon the vanity of all orders of life without piety, and ſee how 
all the ways of the world are only ſo many different ways of error, blindneſs, and 
miſtake, you would ſoon turn from the creature, and ſeek for happineſs in the 
Creator, 2 r T3 — 
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Give ear to my prayer, O Gov, and hide not thyſelf from my ſapplication, 
Ps AL. lv. i.—-Chalsr's anſwer; Verihy, verily, I ſa ay unto you, What« 
 foever ye ſhall aſe the Father in my name, he will give it you, JOHN xvi. 

23. For the Father himſelf loveth you, ver. 27. He has promiſed : Before 
they call, I will anſwer ; and whilf they are ſpeaking, I will hear, Is AI. 
1 24. Therefore 1 ſay unto you, What things ſoever you defire when ye 
prey, believe that Jou receive them, „ and you r have _ Maxx xi. 24. 


to ſee how much there is ſtill wanting. This ſtirs us op to more 1 

prayer, and to deſire evermore; and the more we deſire, and believe that 

we ſhall receive it, the more ſhall be granted. Unbelief receives nothing, 

Marr. xiii. 58. but faith opens all the treaſures of God, and never 
goes away empty. = 


Becauſe on me they ſet their love, My grace ſhall anſwer when they call; ; 
I'll ſave them, faith the Lon p; In trouble I'll be nigh ; | 
Il bear their joyful ſouls above My pow'r ſhall help them when they fal 


Deſtruction and the ſword, — | And raiſe them when they die. 
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„ / Tet pleaſed men, I ſbould not be the ſervant of CHR, GAL. 1. 10. Les 
70 every one of us pleaſe his neighbour fur his good to edification, ROM. xv. 2. 
j. Fear or love of men, and hypocriſy, very often are nearly allied: 4 
„nan that flattereth his neighbour, ſpreadeth a net for his feet, Prov. xxix. 
1 5 · But he that rebukes a man afterwards, ſhall find more favour than he 
_ that flattereth with the tongue, Chap. xxviii. 23, WM 
++ E are ever inclined to extremes, even then when Gop has begun his work 
| | in our ſoul. At one time we are apt to run into a falſe activity for the con - 
y- |} verſion of others, truſting too much on our own ſufficiency and ſtrength ; at other 


n- times perhaps we fall into too much remiſſneſs and inactivity for the ſalvation of 
ad chers. May the Lox p therefore always guide me to ſteer the middle courſe, fo as 


to walk in all ſingleneſs and humility of heart, as well as in true fervency of ſpirit, 


\C- I faith, and love; that it may be ſaid, © I believe, therefore do I ſpeak.” Grant, O 
ed my dear Saviour, that I may ſhine as a light, and be uſeful to all about me; never 
enk ſeeking my own, but only the ſalvation and good of others, with unfeigned love. 
T O that thy love may conftrain me in all things! Amen. | 


My own glory ſtill I feek, | ; Poifon ſhall I draw from food, 
ver BY Still I covet human praiſe; Sin from grace, and pride from thee ? 
Still in all I do, or ſpeak, > LT ; 
Thee I wrong, and rob thy grace, O forbid it, humble love 


Hide me, O my Father, hide; 


And muſt that which is ſo good Far away this ſnare remove, 
Evil prave to ſinful me? } Save me from a 
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| Eereby we know that we are of the truth, and ſhall aſſure our hearts before 


bim, 1 Joan ii. 19. 


12 evidence of our aſſurance of eternal happineſs, 1s that which 


| every ſoul, that makes any ſerious reflections in matters of religi- 


on, pants after: it is therefore neceſſary to know upon what foundation 
this bleſſed evidence is built, and from what principles it ariſes; and 
thoſe, I think, are chiefly faith, love, and obedience ; fince no man can 
have this, that does not feel in himfelf the principle of obedience ; nor 
can he have obedience without the principle of love, nor love without 
the principle of faith: for it is a notorious contradiction to imagine, that 
any one can be aſſured of Gop Almighty's pardon, without obeying him; 


of his favour, without loving him; or of the eternal enjoyment of him, 
without a firm and ſtedfaſt belief in him. But here many miſtake the na- 
ture of theſe things; true belief in God repreſents him to the mind in- 


finite in glory, in power, in wiſdom, in goodneſs, and in all perfections, 


with ſuch charms, ſuch beauty, ſuch lovelineſs, as to captivate and ra- 


viſh the affections of the ſoul, and ſmite it with a divine love: true love 


reigns triumphant in the ſoul, engroſſes all its affections, diveſts other 
objects of their charms, nay, makes them appear vile and contemptible 


in compariſon with the ſupreme good: true obedience ſtrives to pleaſe, 


_ Gov, to reſemble him, to render itſelf acceptable to him, and ardently 


defires the enjoyment of him. 
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Ee rhat ſball endure unto the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved, Marr. xxiv. 13. 
Behold, I come quickly : hold that faft which thou haſt, that no man take 

thy ercaun, Rev. iii. 11. Wherefore let him that thinketh he Rlandeth, 
take heed left he fall, 1 Cor. xa12. : I, Rs Be] 


H: that ſtands in faith, and by nature is of a chearful temper, muſt - 


not magnify the meaſure of his own faith, and undervalue that of 
weaker ſouls, for fear of falling away. He who knows the nature and 
power of temptations, will not diſcourage the weak, nor inſiſt too much 
upon particular enjoyments and ſenſible aſſurance, which are not the con- 
ſtant witneſs and marks of faith. The holy Spirit himſelf is the earneſt 
and ſeal of adoption; who is to be known, not only by this joy, but by 

all his other fruits and operations, To truſt too much upon feeling, 
diſturbs our peace as ſoon as it is gone: but to rely on the yord of Gop, 


preſerves a ſettled aſſurance. 
ks Inas; mall I never be | SettledpeaceT then ſhall find, | 
irmly grounded upon thee ? When i am renew'd in mind. 
Strong in faith I ſeem this hour, | 
Script the next of all my pow'r. Crant that ev'ry moment I 


Vie | May believe and feel thee nigh! 
Plant, and root, and fix in me S tedfaſtly behold thy face, 


An the mind that was in thee; 1 *Stabliſh'd with abiding grace. 


k 3 


If any man have not the ſpirit of Cusisr, (but the ſpirit of this world) 
he is none of his, Rows. viii. 9. See alſo ver. 7, 8, 1 * 2 


OR not only groſs wickedneſs, but even a carnal mind, and « the 
friendſhip of this world, is enmity againſt Gop,“ Pair. iii. 18, 19. 
Fas iv. 4. But how do I know that L have the Spirit of Caurisr ? 
Anſwer, I have prayed for him earneſtly ; this cannot be in vain, Luxe 
xi. 13. He works alſo hatred and ſorrow of fin, rebukes, comforts, and 
drives me to CHRIST, and to prayer. This is his abiding witneſs, built 
upon the word of Gov, which no man of this world, but even the weak- 
eſt believer, can have. 


Holy, and true, and righteous Loz: D, { Within me thy good Spirit place; 
I wait to prove thy perfect will; | Spirit of health, and love, and pow'r: _ 
Fe mindful of thy gracious word, Plant in me thy victorious grace, 
And ſtamp me with thy Spirit's ſeal, | And fn ſhall never enter more. 


The hatred of the carnal mind Purge me from, ev" ry ſinful blot, 
Out of my fleſn at once remove; My idols all be caſt aide; 
O ive me a tender heart, reſign d, |} Cleanſe me from ev'ry evil thought, 


And pure, and full of faith and love. 1 From all the filth of ſelf and pride. 


. 
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| Marr. xiii 12. For, the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall be in bin 

a well of water, ſpringing up into everlaſting hife, JOAN iv. 14. Y 
F the remarkable increaſe of the kingdom of Gop, even from the 
_F leaft beginning, ſee alſo Marr xin. 3133, and that beautiful 
figure, Ezex. xlvii. 112. This well therefore being once opened to 
you, it is highly neceſſary to draw evermore the living water out of it 
by prayer, fince it runs freely then. But if you begin to be floth- 
ful and diſtracted, not abiding cloſely in CaztsT, by true watchfulneſs, 
as in the preſence of God, your ſpirit will be ſoon dried up; that after- 
wards you will hardly be able with the moſt anxious groans to dræw as 
it were one fingle drop out of the deep of this fountain. O Lozo! 
grant that I may uninterruptedly remain in thee and in thy preſence, and 


Always live in thy communion, as the 6th in the water. 


Glory to God that walks the ſky, | But ah! how ſoon my joys decay, 
And ſends his bleſſing thro” : FF How ſoon my fins ariſe, 8 
That tells his ſaints of joys on high, | And ſnatch the heay'nly ſcene away 
And gives a taſte below. | From theſe lamenting eyes 
Chearful I feaſt on heav'nly fruit, | When ſhall the time, dear J=svs, when 
And drink the pleaſures down, | The ſhining day appear, .) 


Pleaſures that flow hard by the foot | That I ſhall leave theſe clouds of fin, 
Of the eternal throne. And guilt, and darkneſs here? 


YC TOS ER uy: 
Caft Je the unprofitable ſervant into outer darkneſs, there ball be weeping 
and guaſping of teeth, MATT. xxv. 30. 


OO at this man, to whom his lord had given one talent: he could not bear 
the thoughts of uſing his talent according to the will of him from whom he 
had i it, and therefore he choſe to make himſelf happier in a way of his own. © Lord, 
„ ſaid he, I knew thee, that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou hadſt not 
© ſown, and gathering where thou hadſt not ſtrewed, &c. His lord havirig con- 
victed him out of his own mouth, diſpatched him with this ſentence, « Caſt the 
_ © unprofitable ſervant into outer darkneſs,” '&c. Here you ſee how happy this man 
made himſelf, by not ating wholly according to his lord's will. It was, according 
to his own account, a happineſs of murmuring and diſcontent ; I knew thee, 
« fays he, that thou waſt a hard man:“ it was a happineſs of fears and apprehen- 
fhons ; I was, ſays he, afraid: it was a happineſs of vain labours and fruitleſs 
travels; 1 went, ſaid he, and hid thy talent: and after having been awhile the 
ſport of fooliſh paſſions, tormenting fears, and fruitleſs labours, he is rewarded 
with darkneſs, eternal weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth. Look at the man with his 
five talents, © Lord, thou gaveſt me five talents, behold I have gained befides them 
<« fiye talents more, &c. Here you ſee a man wholly intent on improving his ta- 
lents ; he has no uneaſy paſſions, murmurings, vain fears, and fruitleſs labours, 
like the other, but his work proſpers in his hand, his happineſs increaſes upon 
him, the bleſſing of five becomes the bleſſing of ten talents ; and he is received with 
3“ Well done, good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy lord,” 


r 


Through (vain) defire a man having ſeparated himſelf, ſeeleth and intermed- 

| dleth wwith all wiſdom, Prov. xvini. 1. But the fruit of the ſpirit is love, 

ey, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekne/s, temperance, 
Ke. Cal. v. 2, 2%. CC 5 


T) AWLING, judging, and reviling does not become a chriſtian. 
The Lord was not in the ſtrong wind, nor in the earthquake, nor 
in the fire, but in © a fill ſmall voice, 1 Kincs xix. 11, 12. He that 
takes offence at every thing, is ftill blind; and who can bear nothing, is 
but very weak. Such ſhould remember that it is ſaid, Deſtroy it not, 
&c. IS AI. Ixv. 8. Not only the grofler ſort of divifions, but alſo ſuch 
well-meaning particular ſeperations and alterations, as are imprudentl 
made at improper times and places, do a great deal of harm, and dit. 
turb the general harmony and mutual confidence of chriſtian brethren. 
For ſome religious exerciſes are good in themſelves, but brotherly love 
and harmony is better till. - The true Spirit of Gop is no ſectarian, 
makes no diviſions, is far from boaſting, and ufes no arts or cunning 
tricks. Thus you may try the ſpirits. . Bo. 


Lo! what an entertaining ſight | When ſtreams of love from Chriſt theſpring 
Are brethren that agree, | | Deſcend to ev'ry ſoyl, | 
. Brethren whoſe chearful hearts unite | And heav'nly peace, with balmy wing, 
In bands of piety ! | || Shades and bedews the whole. 


8 B E R 13. 


2 this Hall all men know that ye are my diſciples, if Je love one another, 
Joax xili. 35 


0D i is love, denne one that loveth i is born of Gop * if we love one 210+ 

ther as diſciples and brethren of CHRIST, all ſaints as ſaints, not as of 
this or that party; and love not in word, but in deed and in truth; and ſhew our 
love ſincerely and heartily by all proper means, in the work and labour of love, this 
s to ourſelves, and to all men, a proper, ſolid proof of diſcipleſhip ; a clear teſti. 
mony that we have truly learned Caz1sT, have his Spirit and his Love ſhed 
abroad in our hearts; that we are of the family and houſhold of faith, and ſhall 
enjoy all the family privileges. This is a better evidence, and more convincing to 
all around us what we are, than all knowledye, gifts, attainments, and outward 
privileges whatever. O Gov of love, cauſe me to love thee, and all thine, the poory 
the weak, and the feeble, nn for all are thine, 


Let party names no more Let envy and m- win 

The chriſtian world o erſpread; Be baniſh'd far away; 
Gentile arid Jew, and bond and free, Thoſe ſhou d in ſtricteſt Crendthipdyal 

Are one in CizisT their Head. Wo the ſame Lox obey. 

Among the faints on earth Then will the Church below 
Let * love be found; PE ng re that above; ke 
Heirs of the ſame inkeritance, ere ſtreams df pleaſure overflow, ch 


With mutual bteflings re. . And ev ry heart is love. 
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Watch therefore, for ye know not what hour your LogD doth came, 
e Marr. xxiv. 4% 

To watch, is the wiſe exerciſe of a gracious ſoul, who is ſenſible of 

his own weakneſs, loves his Saviour, and fears to grieve his Spirit; 


the voice of his benevolent, watchful, adorable Shepherd. It implies a 


the love of Jesvus for its motive, and is attended with a fiducial depen- 
dence on CarisT the Load for protection from, and ſtrength againſt all 
his enemies, together with ſupplies of grace in every time of need. 
If our religion be only in outward profeſſion, it may paſs without watch- 
ing; but if it is true grace in the heart from Jesvs CHRIST, that ſacred 
treaſure will need to be guarded by circumſpe& watchfulneſs.—The ex- 
hortation is to all-Gop's children, neceffary in every conditipn, in every 


and adverſity ; in the ſeaſons of conſolation, and in the times of temp- 
tation; in company, and alone, | | 
keep me in thy love, and preferve me by thy power, till my change 
„aal me. 8 


* 


who 3s well acquainted with the depth of corruption in his fallen nature; 
ſees with mental eyes. the invifible powers of darkneſs, and hearkens ta 


thorough awakened attention of the mind to its ſpiritual concerns ; has 


ſtage of a chriſtian's life; in youth, manhood, old age; in proſperity 


O bleffed jesus, help me to watch and pray; let me be always 1 : 
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As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O 
Go. My foul thirfleth for Gov, for the living Go, Par. xlu. 2, 3. 
Divine anſwer; Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters; and 
he that has no money, come ye, buy and eat ; yea come, buy wine and milk 
ewithout money and without price. Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye 
that which ts good, and let your foul delight itſelf in fatneſs, Is a1. lv, 1. 2. 
5 HERE is a great difference between a legat and a faint-hearted 
ſoul; the former is puffed up with ſelf-righteouſneſs ; the latter 
bumbly thirſts after Cuz1sT?s righteouſneſs ; therefore he is not under 
the law, but has grace already. It is-only the child, or the new man 
actually born, that can cry and thirſt. And though he cannot ſo fully be- 
leve it, yet to have grace, is one thing, and to ſeel and enjoy it, 1s 
another. Therefore let not the weak be confounded, which is done very 
eaſily, the enemy himſelf contributing to it, as much as he can; but let 
it be declared, even to the weakeſt, that they are actually ſaved, as ſoon 
as they are earneſtly panting and willing to receive all without price, 
Marr. v. Þ © He | Wk 2 2 
Eternal wiſdom has prepar*'d 
A ſoul-reviving feaſt, | 
And bids our longing appetites 
The rich proviſions taſte. 


And brings immortal bleſſings down 
For each redeemed gueſt, _ 

O! glorious Gop, what can we pay 
For favours ſo divine? ; 


- J=$vs, the Gov, invites us here We would deyote.our hearts aa 
i; To be for ever thine. | __ 


To this triumphal feaſt, 
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How long Hall I take tounſel i in my foul, 6 forrow in my han daily p 


SALM xiii. 2,—Gop's anſwer ; Be careful for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and ſupplication uvith thankſgiving, let your requeſts be made 
known unto GoD, Pl. iv. 6. Commit thy way unto the Lok p; truft 

| alſo in him, ànd he ſpall ſuſtain thee : he ſball never ſuffer the righteous 
is be moved, PSaLmi lv, 22. For be has done wonderful things ; his counſels 
of old are . and truth, Is At. xxv. 1, 9. 


E careful for nothing,” is a wall againſt a 3 ke But if we give 
room to any care and unbelief ; it is like a leaven that ſpreads through all 


our actions. Therefore we ought never to deſpair in our lawful calling, but rely in 
all things on the good providence and faithfalneſs of God ; firmly believing that 


he will never failto carry us through the moſt difficult and intricate circumſtances, 
though there ſhould be evet fo little appearance for it in our own eyes. 


He that can daſn whote worlds to death, | The voice that rolls the Mrs along 


And make them when he pleaſe, Speaks all the promiſes. 
He ſpeaks, and that almighty breath, | 
| Fulfils his great decrees. He ſaid, * Let the wide heav'n * ſpread;“ 
And heav n was ftretch'd abroad: 
His very word of gtace is Atong “ Abram, ]'lt be thy Gov,” he ſaid; 
| as that — eh And he was * Go, 


U 
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II. is done, Rev. xxi. g. | 
HEN Jxsvs bowed the head, and gave up the gboſt, he ſaid, Fe i; 2 
The arguous and important work of obedience and ſuffering, which I had 
undertaken in my mediatorial capacity, is finiſhed. —I have glorified my Father on 
earth; I have finiſhed the work he gave me to dg. OE 
When all the redeemed are gathered, he who fitteth on the throne, beholding thoſe 
He had purchaſed by his blood, and brought to glory, rejoicing in theſe works of hig 
hands, thus expreſſeth himfelf, It is done. The means and helps appointed for train- 
ing you vp, and preparing you for glory, are now ſuperſeded, being no longer neteſ- 
ſary: the ſcaffolding is now taken down, when the grand and glorious edifice in all 
| its parts is finiſhed. That © which is perfect is come, and that which was in part 
| is 2one away.” What depth of wiſdom, what beautiful difpofition in the arrange-- 
B ment of the various preparatory parts of the plan, agreeable to the eternal counſel of 
peace, and in the tendency of every one of them to perſect the glorious work of re- 
ing love! How harmonioully connected all the links of the golden chain} 
oN. viii. 29, 30» WJ - AY 
« This is the doing of the Logo, and is it not marvellous in my eye? When te, 
ceiving the Spirit that is of Gov, I fee the things that are freely given of God, da 
1 not ſee and admire my dear IMMANUEL in the whole of the plan; in him the 
beginning andggonſummation of this grand defign ? Am I à part of the plan? Is not 
His eye upon me, his hand about me? O amazing wiſdom and love ! thall no part 
de neglected, can nothing fail in the Redeemer's, hand, ſhall even the weakeſt be ſup- 
| rted, ſhall none be loft ; ſhall all his have eternal life ? Why then ſhould I fear ? 
| he mighty One will do all his works in me and for me. Is the proſpect by faith 
| of this finiſhed work pleaſant and tranſporting, what muſt the immediate beatific 
| 
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viſion be O my God, Iwill live in hopes of one day joining with all the redeemed 
iu the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb: keep me by thy power to eyerlaſting ſalvation, 


0 


Amen. 
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xiv. 22. Therefore, /z us run cut patience the race that in Jet before us, 


OW is it poſſible for any man to deny the ſtrivings againſt fin? For 
H. (1) exe we are plaibly told. (2.) What is ſpoke of the conflicts 


moſt expe 

is ſaid to * a ſword, our a wreſtling, ind our faith the victory. 

Thus our whole race confifts in firivings and conqueſts. There is always 

an enemy to be conquered firſt, before we can make a confiderable pro- 

ps In omething that is good : and none of our enemies is very eaſily 
be overcome, but ſome are very 


Bubdne thy paſſions, my foul, Lon b, Lend conquer 6jh 1 tho, 
Maintain the figh 4h) work purſue; And finiſh all the glorious war. 
k Daily thy rifmyg W CO, || 
And be thy vie'rics ever new. Let ev'ry fiying hour confeſs, 
i 8 5 3 I gain thy goſpel freth reno; 
\ The land of triumph lies on high, And when my life and labours ceaſe, 
1 MW There are nv fields of battle there: | May I poſſeſs the promis'd crown. 


2 ut rbrongh much tribulation enter into the kingdom of Gov, Acts 
_ Hes. xii. 1. 17 have wot yet refiffed wats blond, firiviag ag fin, ver: 4. 


fithh and the ſpirit, Gar. v. 19. is the very fame, (3.) The 
e See atv ede bh Th {z.) The word of Gon 


ſtubborn. Therefore courage und | 
—— and thus we may be ſure to hate the viQtory at laſt, 
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We are juſtified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Jesvs 

CarisT ; whom Gon hath ſet forth to be a propitiation through faith in 

Bis blood, to declare his righteouſne/s for the remiſſion of fins that are paſt, 
Rom. iii. 24, 25. 1 5 | Ys em 


OW fweet are the words, tc by grace, without merit, ye are ſaved ! O an in- 
1 exhauſtible fountain of all comfort and divine ſtrength! O hew little are the 
generality of vain and worldly people, who ſtill feed upon huſks, acquainted 


with theſe words! How little are they reliſhed by our ſelf-righteous' moral 


chriſtians : But, Ol how deliciouſly does a poor hungering finner fare upon them! 


there is hardly any thing leſs known and underſtoed, as to the power and experi- 


ence, than the myſtery of CHI T's ſuffering and dying for us, and juſtification 
dy faith in him; though it is the only paradiſe and element of believers, and the 
greateſt jewel reſtored by the reformation. Such talking and repreſentations as 
ftrike the imagination, are not ſufficient ; but we muſt alſo feel the mortal wounds 


of ſin, by which the fleſh is mortified, and be aQually healed by the ſtripes of Cunt. 


God, the great Gov, that rules the ſkies, { While 1 behold his bleeding love, 
The gracious and the juſt, His dying agonies. 1 

Makes his on Son a ſacrifice ; | | St 

And here lies all our truſt. With ſhame and forrow here I own 


How great my guilt has been: 
This is my way t'approach the throng, 


Here reſt; my faith, and ne'er temove; 
And God forgives my lin, 


Here let repentancs riſe, 


nene © a 
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See that ye fall not out by the away, Gen. xlv. 24. 8 


N "TT OSEPH having ſhewn himſelf fully reconciled to his brethren diſmiſſes them with 

this needful caution, ** See that ye fall not out by the way; he knew they 
were but too apt to be quarrelſome; one might ſay, © It was you that firſt upbraid- 
| « ed him with his dreams; another, It was you that ſaid, Let us kill him” 
F. another, It was you that ſtripped him of his coat; another, © It was you that 
he «threw him into the pit;*” another, It was you that ſold him to the Iſhmaelites,”* 


ed MW Kc. Thus their journey to their father's houſe would be very uncomfortable, if this 
al ſpirit of quarrelling and upbraiding once got poſſeſſion of them. Is 
al Felow-chriſtians, what a leſſon is here for us? what ſays our Lord Je$8vs to us? 


Love one another, live in peace; whatever occurs, © let us not fall out by the way.” 
Are we not all brethren ? Have we not all one Father? Are we not all ſubjects of 
free and ſovereign grace? Are we not agreed in eſſential points? Are we not all 
finners by nature and practice? Have we not all one object of ſaith? Are we not 
all travelling the ſame road? O then, why ſhould we fall out by the way | Suppoſe 
we be of different denominations, yet holding the ſame head, why, cannot we love 
as brethren? (the beſt and moſt enlightened of all © ſee but in part, through a glaſs 
darkly,” what a powerful .reafon is here for mutual forbearance ?) Let not the 
ſtrong deſpiſe the weak, nor the weak judge the fifong. Suppoſe our way ſhould 
part a little as to externals, yet all ſetting out from the ſame ſpiritual Egypt, all 
under the ſame leader, why may we not all hope to meet at laſt in the true Canaan ? 
Have we not open and ſecret enemies enow, but we muſt quarrel one with another? 
Satan, falſe profeſſors, and the ungodly world, are unanimous in their oppoſition 
to us; let us be united, that they prevail not againſt us, PuIL IP. ii. 1, 2. 
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Where Pall 1 | fad reſt ?—Anſwer ; Thus ſaith the Loep, ftand ye in » the 
avays and ſee ; — aft fem the old paths, where is the good aun; and 


dall therein, es Sal fact WU ATR Jun. vi. 16. alſo 
Mary. xi. 28, 29. 


N 2 own ade, $ there is nothing but weukle; but giving cnrfeva 
| to be guided of God at bis owt pleaſure, we can always 

be = _ 22 thas by every ſtep he brings us nearer to bes. 
ven. The only way to reſt, is the way of tance aud faith; in which 


we look always upon ourſelves from” the 2 to the end; not 
only as utterly loſt and ire, but alſo as perfect iy reconciled and 
juſtified malefactors in Cusisr. Thus to abide in him, to let him work 


alove, and be truly rebened to bis ways, will cenaialy have the deſired 
effect; whill, by the rig hteouſneſs and workin a own hearts, we 
can never attain to 1 4 or, which is worſe, may be lulled into a falſe ref. 


Lon v, I believe a reſt remains Where and Pain, and ſear expire 
Toa thy N 13 | Ear, r love. 
where pyre R rei # | 2 
A And thou Le tov'd alone. * | 
5 Kieſt, where all our ſouls defire | PM Now, Saviour, now. the pow” c beſtow 
And let me ceaſe from da. 


Is flxt on things above 


K 


in . common ruin of the human nature, and mourni 
within thy foul, thou mayeſt yet look through all thine imperfection, 


La. all my ign'rance, wiſe without compare; | To darknefs light, my liberty in thrall, 
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21 are complete in bim, Col. ii. 10. 


HN, O believer, with wonder and amazement, reflet with "mY | 
titude and love, that, whilft thou art deploring thy > pation 
its effects 


2035 


frailty, and unworthineſs, to thy glorious Repreſentative, and oe thyſelf 


» complete in him. The law which would condemn thee, he has com- 
pletely fatisfied ;=the obedience which it requires, in order to thine àc- 
_ ceptance- with God, he hath completely paid; and that eternal life, 


from which thy finful imperfections muſt have for ever barred thee, is 
now become thine unalienable inheritance, as the reward of his righte- 
ouſaeſs, who lived and died for thee. Go forth then, and glorify him 
in heart and life; the more thou believeſt in him, the more; wilt thou 
love him; and the more thou loveſt him, the better wilt thou ſerve him ; 
until he fhall remove thee from this vale of fin and ſorrow, let this be 

thy ſong i in the houfe of thy pilgrimage. ; 


To all my vileneſs, Cnn187 is glory bright; | | 


( 
To all my mie'ries, infinite delight ; Life to my deaths and to my Geleneſs health 


To my deforinity, th"eteraal _w_ | Wharfhalt i fay—my Cltaret is all in all, 
V4 


296 rr 


Will ze * ewickedly for Gon, and talk deceitfully for hin ? * iti. 7. 


7. by word is truth, Jonn xvii. 17. 


BEN Moſes ſaw an Egyptian and an | Ifraelite friving together 7 
he killed the Egyptian, and ſaved the Iſraelite, Exop. ii. 12. 


| But when he ſaw two Iſraelites ſtriving together, he labopred to recon- 


dile them, ſaying, © Ye are brethren, why do ye ſtrive ?” So when we 
read, or ſee the A \ pocryphal Books, or Heathen Story, or Popiſh Tradi- 
tions, contradicting the Scriptures ; as for inſtance, Jacob curſeth the 
Prath and anger of Simeon and Levi, for murdering the Shechemites, - 


Gx. xlix. 7. And Judith bleſſed Goo for killing of them, Jvorrn g. 
Here, and in foch like places, let us kill the n but ſave the If- 
raelite; ſet a yalue on the Scriptyres, but flight the Apocrypha. But 


| when we meet with any appearance of ſeeming contradiQion in the ca- 


non of Scripture 3 ; as where it is ſaid, «© Gop tewpted Abraham,“ 
Genksis xxii. 1. and “ Gop tempteth no man, Jauzs i. 13. Here 


now, and in many other places, we mult be reconcilers, and diſ- 


8 tioguiſh between a temptation - of trial, which is from Gov, and a 


temptation of ſeducement, which is by the devil; and theſe two ſeem» 


ing different friends will appear to be brethren, and agree well. 


—_ 


> ho, © 
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And Foſoua bleſſed him, and gave unto Caleb the ſon of Fephanneh, Hebron 


for an inheritance, JOSHUA xiv. 13. 

"_—_ E ſpies that went up to view the promiſed land, all, except Caleb and Joſhua, 

made a formidable report of the gigantic inhabitants of Hebron, ſaying, © We 
« are not able to go up againſt the people, for they are ſtronger than we. ** Caleb, 
(anſwering well to his name, which fignifies, All beart) © ſtilled the people before 
4 Moſes, and ſaid, Let us go up at once, and poſſeſs it, for we are well able to over- 
come. We arg told he had another ſpirit with him, and followed Gov fully, 
Moſes therefore, hecauſe he wholly followed the Lox v his Gov, was commiſſioned 19 
make him a grant of all the land whereon his feet had troden, which was the mount · 
tain of Hebron. Caleb was eighty-five years old when he reminded Joſhua of this 
promiſe ; he was forty when Moſes ſent him to fpy out the land; thirty- eight years 
the Loxp had kept him in the wilderneſs, through the plagues 'of. the deſert, and 
ſeven years in Canaan, through the pzrils of war; the city Hebran was already re- 
duced, but the inhabitants had repaired to the faſtneſſes of the moyntain, theſe he 
wanted to diſpoſſeſs, aſſuring Joſhua, he had now the ſame ſtrength of body and 
holy confidence in * to engage in this dangerous enterpriſe, as he had at forty 
years of age, when he was ſent as a ſpy. 1 bleſſed him, acknowledged his claim 
and deſerts, beſought Gos to proſper him in his undertaking, and gave hin the 
country; thus was his fidelity and uprightneſs rewarded. 

Reader, are you like-hearted with Caleb? Are you longing after Hebron, that i 16% 
communion with Gop ? Are you eager to fight againſt your ſpiritual foes, thoſe ſons 
of Anak, luſts, paſſions, devil, and the world? If ſo, remember the promiſe, © Ag 
your day is, ſo ſhall your ftrength be found; keep up fellowſhip with Gov, 
and no enemy ſhall be too ſtrong for you; beware of judging of enemies (by an eye 
of ſenſe) like = ſpies, lean not to your own underſtanding, but follow Gop fully; 
eye the Captain of your ſalvation, fight in his name and ftrength, and you ſhall * 
guer every toe, 


r © IS 
And it came to paſs, that at mianight the Lon p /mote all the firſt» born in tht 
Ind of Egypt, from the firſt-born of Pharaoh that ſat on his throne, unto 
be firſi-born of the captive that was in the dungeon, Ex0D. xii. 29. 
THE death of every firſt-born of the Egyptians, carried ſo lively a 
5 reſemblance, and bore ſo natural a relation to their fig in deſtroy- 
ng every male of the Iſraelites, that they muſt needs perceive it was in- 
RiQted as a padiſhment for that very cruelty; and conſequently muſt con- 
clade, that the God of Iſrael took particular cognizance of human tranſ- 
actions, and, ſooner or later, rewarded every man according to his works. 
The gradual increaſe of the judgments inflicted on Egypt, is ſomewhat 
remarkable, and equally expreſſive of the mercy and juſtice of Gov. 
_ The four firſt plagues were loachſome, rather than fatal to the Egyptians; 
but after that of the flies came the murrain, which chiefly ſpent its rage 
upon the cattle; the biles and blains reached both man and beaſt, though 
there was ſtill a reſerve for life : the hail and locuſts extended, in a 
great meaſure, even to life itſelf : the firſt by an immediate ftroke, and 
both conſequently by deſtroying the fruits of the earth. That of dark- 
neſs added conſternation to their minds, and laſhes to their confciences ; 
and when all this would not reclaim, at length came the decifive blow z 
firſt the excifion of the firſt-born, and then the drowning of the incorrigt- 
ble tyrant, and all his hoſt. Great and marvellous are thy works, O 
Loxp Gop Almighty! juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of ſaints.” 


0 S 1 0 


Drove an, we will ran aſter thee, SqLowon' Song i. 4,—Divine ew; 
I bave loved thee with an everlafting lowe : therefore with — 
_ neſs have 1 drawn the, Jes. XXI. 3. 


MANY zun varipus are che ways the Almighty takes in bringing his chüdten 
to himſelf, and to a knowledge of the things of their peace; ſometimes he 
draws by the filken bands of love; ſometimes by the Rill ſmall voice of Ris Spirit 3 
ſometimes by the cords of pain and fickneſs, ſornetimes he drives them by the ſtorrn 
and tempeſt of his broken law; but moſt effeQually in giving his Son to die for them? 
| Reader, pray always ta him to make you ſenſible of the ſecret teader drawing of bis 
love, and willing to follow them direQly. This praying always is very needful, be. 
cauſe we are always in want, and without being inſtant and earbeſt we cannot re- 

ceive much. Therefore it is not a hard command, but a great benefit and privilege ; 
25 if Gon ſhonld ſay, © You are a poor child, always wanting ſomething, but you 
may aways pray to me, and I will always bear, and affiſt, and d thee after n. 


29, i 4 v 


O craw me, Saviour, after thee; | O that 1 as a little child, 
So ſhall I run and never tire; | oy A 
With gracious words ſtill comfort me; | ſweetly thou haſt d thy mud 
Be thou my hope, my ſole deſire: And lowly mind into my my breaſt, - 


Free me from e ry weight: nor fear, | Nor ever may we parted be 
F c 


& 
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732 7 that honour me, 1 will bonour ; and they that deſpiſe ne, * be lights 
9 efttemed, 1 Saze. U. 30. 


IS is part of the prophet's meſſage to Eli, when he honoured his ſons Sow 
Sop; he had indeed reproved them, ſaying, © Why do ye theſe things? for 
44 I hear of your evil doings by all the people.“ But he did not exert his authority 
in puniſhing them as they deſerved, when they lighted his reproof. This was ac- | 
counted by Gop as conniving at their fin. He therefore acquaints him, that Hophni 
and Phineas, as they had finned together, ſhould die together, and his poſterity be 
cut otf in the flower of their age, and from the high prieſthood, Eli was not much af- 
ſected with this prophecy, till the threatening was repeated by Samuel, an artleſs 

child, who did not know the voice of the Loꝝx till Eli inſtructed him. It appear - 
ed then much more terrible than from the mouth of the prophet; and led him hum- 
bly to acknowledge the juſtice of Gov, and to fubmit to the ſentence with a truly 
| petiitent heart. This is written for our admonition. Are we valiant for the truth, 
regarding neither father or mother, or the moſt tender relation, where the intereſt 


and honour of our Gop is concerned? Parents, let this W to you to train 
up your children in the fear of the Loa p. 


O harden not your hearts, 
But hear his voice to-day ., 
| Leſt ere to- morrowꝰs earlieſt dawn. 
He call your fouls away. 


The Lox p Jznovan calls, 

Be ev'ry ear inclin'd : 

= ſuch a voice awake each a 
And captivate each mind. 


EE 


may not truſt upon any thing that we 


o T ET 3b. Dor 
Abraham againſt hope believed in hope, Ron. i Iv. 21. 


\ My ſonl, thou having not like Ah only one foals, but many 
hound promiſes and patterns of faithful believers before thee, 


it 1s fit that thou ſhouldeſt ſtrongly rely on the word in faith. And though 


the Loxp delayeth his help, and the evil ſeemeth to grow worſe and 


worſe, be not weak, but rather ftrong, and rejoice ; ſince the moſt glo- 
rious promiſes of Gop are generally Falklled in ſuch a wondrous man- 
ner, that he ſteps forth to 


ave us at a time when there is the leaſt ap- 

ance of it, nay the con follows ; for in the greateſt extremities 
Gov is neareſt with his kelp. And this method he chooſes, that we 
ſee or feel, as we are always apt 
to do, but only, upon his bare words which we can . muſt ITT 
upon in AY ſtate. 


How large the promiſe! ET deine, 5 The Angel of the coy'nant proves, 


To Abrab m and his ſeed ! 5 ſeals the blefling ſure. 
& I'll be a Gos to thee and y 
Supplying all their need.” ] Our Gov, how faithful are his ways, 
1 e e abs His love endures the ſame; 
The words of this extenſive love Nor from the promiſe of his grace 
From age to age endure t Blots ont the ſinner's name. 
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enn 
— , 


commandment was urgent; much more the commandment of the King 


 ofkings, Ban. fi. 24. Therefore, brxot fachfalin buſpne/e, Rom. xii 1 hy | 


* 


we delay the work, we 
which the fleſh can eafily renew its ſt 
__ ened. And what will the con 
we miſcarry in out 


ſharper ; and the gaod 


directly even with the leaſt oppoſi 


Work in me to will and do; 
Turn my nature's rapid tide, 


1 Jr au, mighty to renew, | 
Stem the torrent of my pride. | 


HE ſpeedieſt and eaſieſt method to accompliſh our deſire of over - 
coming the evil and doing the good, is an immediate compliance 
with our firſt convigions, without conferring with fſeſ and blood. If 
room to other 


and ro our finful hearts from within, to perſuade us to the contrary ; 


vence of this ? but, that either 
deſign, or that the conflict will be afterwards fo much 
work, if not ſtifled, dropt 
de done ſo completely, and with ſuch fingeleſs of hearty as it ould be. 
Bat if we always narrowly watch our hearts, and are faithful, engaging 
tion, then dur ene 
ſtrong, and we ſhall have nv reaſon to deſpait. 


Make me willing to be clean; 
Make me willing to receive __ 
What thy goodnels, waits to give. 


1 


people withont, and to Satan 


h, and the ſpirit wi 


entirely z yet t will not 


+ <a, = +0-gy oy = i of Pkocadl 


_ 


KO 


Take away my darling fin, 


— 7 a OF = * 


1. underſtands full well how to man 
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ne, yield ye your members as infiruments of unrighteouſue/s unto /in : but 
Field yourfelves unto Gon, as thoſe that are alive from the dead ; ; and your 
1 as inſtruments of righteoufueſs. unto God, Ron. vi. 13. 


F Gap has my members as weapons and inſtruments in his bends 1 
ſhall certainly be able not only to wofk, but alſo ta'conquer, fince 
age them. May the Loxp only give 
me grace not to wind myſelf out of his hands, elſe I muſt needs be like 
a dead, uſeleſs carcaſs. For how can a pen write alone, without being 
jo the hand of a writer ꝰ It is true. indeed, that it is very hard, nay im- 
poſkible, to to be really good, and do all that is good, if we undertake it 
— but Go himfelf hving and working in us, and we truly delight. 
in him, it is very eaſy and pleaſant. Therefore care is only to be 
, that our hearts may be always the working-place, and our mem- 
bers the inſtruments of — 2 in which and throug which he can per- 
fem every thing himſelf RY par 


Now Gov 1 ves 3 The meaneſt, baſeſt inſtrument, 
eee His glory deigns to uſe. 
My r 11 1 Bs, 
And him will 1 I obey. I Servant of fin too long I was, 
4 But CunisT has ſet me free; 
To him my members 1 prefent, | Glory to his victorious grace, 


Which * vin not W {| Which we ranfom'd me. 
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The Her of man W a ſnare. — conformed to this aworld. * any 
_ man love the world, the love of the F ather is not in him, ROS. xxix. 
25. Row. xii. 2. 1 Jon ii. 15. 1 
OW many people ſwell with pride and vanity, for fuch things as they would 
not Know how to value at all, but that they are admired in the world ? How 
fearful are many of having their houſes poorly furniſhed, or themſelves mieanly 
ctoathed, for this only reaſon, leſt the world ſhould make no account of them, and 
' place them among low and mean people? How often would a man have yielded 
to the haughtineſs and ill-nature of others, and ſhewn a ſubmiſſive temper, but 
that he dares not paſs for ſuch a poor-ſpirited man in the opinion of the world? 
Many a man would often drop a reſentment, and forgive an affront, but that he is 
afraid, if he ſhould, the world would not forgive him.- How many wiſh to be real 
chriſtians, and would practiſe chriſtian temperance and ſobriety in its utmoſt per- 
fection, were it not for the cenſure which the world paſſes upon ſuch a life? Othen 
have frequent intentions of living up to the rules of the chriſtian religion, which they 
are frigtited from, by confidering what the world would ſay of them. Thus does the 
impreſſion which we have received from living in the world, enſlave our minds 
that we dare not attempt to be eminent in the fight of Gop and holy angels, ſer 
fear of being little in the eyes of the world. Reader, how is it with thee ?—art 
thou ſtill hanging between Gop and the world? Conſider for a moment, what can 
the world give thee in exchange for the favour of Gop ? What can it help thee in 


fckneſy, death, and judgment? Make one ſerious aber, n * df 
the world will be broken at once. pr v4.1 


— 
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Mt the beginning of As 2 upplications the commandment came forth, Dax. ix. 
POR ** inſtant in prayer, Rom. zii. 12. 


n to pray earneſtly, the Loup hears and [JEM our 
; petitions to help Ta bleſs us: for every ſupplication is the pro- 
nouncing and ſealing of a bleſſing. It is true, we don't always obſerve it 
immediately; but in due time we ſhall certainly receive even a viſible 
help. Therefore let us only go on, and put, as it were, one weight of 
prayers after another upon the ſcales of the ſanctuary: ſurely our great- 
eſt diſtreſs will at laſt be overbalanced, and falvation brought down. But 
it is well to be obſerved, that we muſt alſo be watchful, and not act con- 
trary to the intent of our prayers, which might provoke the Loxo to dif- 
annul the ſigning of his Fiat (Grant) again, or at leaſt to delay his help. 
«But when he tarries long, it is not bis intention to give us a denial, 
"but rather make us more defirons and earneft that he may beſtow fo 
much upon us afterwards ; fot this delay he will certainly well recom- 
penſe, and grant us abundantly above all that we could aſk or think. 


* 


. 


Lon p, I will not let thee go, Friend of finners, King of Uns, 
Till the bleffing thou beſtow: | Anfwer my minuteſt wants, 
Hear my Advocate divine; All my largeſt thoughts require; 
Lo! to his my ſuit join: Grant me all my heart's defire; | 
þ oin'd to his; it cannot fai, | Give me till my cup run oer, 


leſs me, W aeaond * 


| 
J 
J 
f | 
W 
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W, hen the woman ſaw that the tree was gcod for food, and that it was plea- 
fant to the eyes, and a tree to be defired to make one wiſe : ſhe took of the 
FO thereof, and did eat; and gave aljo unto her huſoand with her, and 
he did eat, GEN. iii. 6. Every man is tempted, when he is drawn awa 
of his own luft, and enticed. T ben auben tuft bas conceived, it brings 
forth ſin, &c. JAMES i. 14, 15. 


HUS one fin always begets another. By the eyes it ruſhes into the heart; "= 
the heart it proceeds into the mouth, hands, and feet ; from us it is anker 
red upon others, and thus we go on ſinning and falling deeper and deeper. There- 
fore we muſt ſet a ſtrict guard over our eyes and ears; - be very cautious, and refiſt 
the leaſt beginnings of fin, not making light of any: for the leaſt ſpark of worldly 
luſt being entertained and cheriſhed, we eat of TEE FoxBIDDEN TIEI ſtanding 
every where betore us, and thereby a great fire may be kindled. But having always 
our eyes fixed in all our converſation upon the preſence of Gop in Caz1sT, ſo as to 
walk continually in the light, and directly to quell the leaſt inward motion of evil; 
they will never break forth into groſs outward fins, but we ſhall daily grow in grace. 
May the Lox p enable me to practiſe this good leſſon, and watch himſelf continually 
over my heart, eyes, lips, and all other ſenſes and thoughts, 
With my whole heart I ſeek thy face, 
O let me never ſtray 


From thy commands, O Gop of grace, 
* ' 


Thy word I hide within my Vn 
To keep my conſcience clean, 
And be an everlaſting guard 


From ev'ry riſing fin, 


E — 7 the . is to 0 which are PTY the power of * 
1 Cor, i. iS. 


That I might always feed upon, and experience its power, an I 
have obtained a complete victory. Whoſoever was bit by the fiery 
| ſerpent, looking upon the brazen ſerpent, lived, Nuns. xxi. 9. Thus 
always to look upon CHRIST crucified, is the one thing needful, from 
which all other bleſſings flow, Joun iii. 14, 15. O Lon, grant that 
the eyes of my faith may be immoveably fixed upon thee, upon the croſs, 
ſo as to be entirely healed at laſt : for as long as I live, I feel the biting 
of the old ſerpent, therefore muſt 1 alſo look upon thee continually. 


„ ¼ͤ— 


So did the Hebrew prophit raiſe [ High on the crofs the Saviour hung, 
The brazen ſerpent high; High in the heav'ns he reigns : 

The wounded felt immediate eaſe, | Here ſinners, by th' old ſerpent fung, 

The camp forbore to die. | Look, and forget their pains. _ 

Look upward in the dying hour, | When Gov's own Son is lifted up, 

And live, the prophet cries; A dying world revives; 

But CxrrsmT performs a nobler cure | The Jew beholds the glorious hope, 
5 faith lifts 13 ber eyes. 74 Tx expiring Gentile lives. 
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n 
De lax is not made for a righteous man, to condemn him, 1 Tin. i. 9. 


R he being dead to the law by the death of CHRIST, and living to 

| Gov in righteouſneſs, the law can condenin him no more than a 
dead man, or one that liveth in heaven already, nay CarrsT, himſelf: 
for it condemns only the ſin, but he is in CnxISsT, without fin ; the fin 
being aboliſhed, the wrath and curſe of the law is alſo removed, and 
grace and * reſtored in its place. Crr1sT has taken all his fins 
upon himſelf, and imparted his own perfect obedience to the law to him; 
therefore in CRHx Ist he has fully ſatisfied all the demands of the law; and 
is entirely free from its dreadful denunciations in his conſcience ; the 
| blood of Cartsr cleanſing us from all fins, and conſequently from an 
evil conſcience, Hes. ix. 9g—14. chap. x. 22. Being ſprinkled and co- 
vered with his blood and golden robes of grace, the Loxp is perfeQly 
Pleaſed, and does not find fault with us any more. It makes interceſſion 
for us with Gop, crying continually Abba, Abba; mercy, mercy; 
<< peace, peace; and obtains grace, pardon, life, and ſalvation. 


Blood has a voice to pierce the ſkies; Pardon and peace from Gop on high: 
Revenge, the blood of Abel cries : Behold, be lays his vengeance by ; 

Burt the dear ſtream when Chriſt was ſlain, | And rebels that deſerve his ſword, 
Speaks peace as loud from ey'ry vein, | Become the fav'rites of the Lon, 
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There is none like unto the God of Jeſburun, who rideth upon the heaven 
in thy help, and in his excellency on the ſky, Dzur. xxxiti. 26. 


theſe laſt words to Moſes, we have the glory of God ſet forth in the commu- 

nication of good to God's Ifrael. The whole univerſe Gov hath made for his 
own uſe, to be his chariot for him to ride in, as is repreſented in Ezekiel's vifion. In 
this chariot Gop!s ſeat or throne is heaven, where, he fits and governs. This viſible 
univerſe, ſubject to ſuch continual changes and revolutions, we may compare to the 
wheels of his chariot. Gov's providence is repreſented by the motion of the wheels: 
he brings to paſs his own counſels in the lower world, and manages and directs all, 
az a man doth his chariot, which he turns as it pleaſeth him. How ſafe then myſt 
they be who are under the wing of the Gop of Jeſhurun, who find him reconciled 
to them by the death of his Son, and feel themſelves reconciled to him by the power 
of his grace! « He rideth on the heavens for their help, and none can outſtrip his 
progreſs, or obſtruct his purpoſe. Verily, he it is that giveth ſtrength and victory to 
his people; bleſſed be Gon! Reader, is the God of Jeſhurun, the Gop of Iſrael, 
thy Gop ? Is he who rideth on the heavens thy help? Does thine heart truſt in him 
alone, and does his grace ſubdue thine outward iniquities, and thine inbred corrup- 
tions? Is he who rideth on the ſky thy excellence ? Does he ſeem only excellent 
in thy eyes, and cauſe thee to excel in virtue? Has he planted thee among his ex- 
cellent ones of the earth, and made thee to abound in faith and love, and fruits of 
righteouſnefs ? If the Lon p is not thy help, alas! thou wilt be lain by fin, and 
prove a ruined foul. . If the Lon p is not thy excellence, thou art ftill an apoſtate 
ſpirit, a ſtranger unto Gop, and to his CnRIS T. Awake, ariſe and call on Gos; 
his ear is open unto prayer; and thou art yet on mercy's ground: O call upon him 
ſpeedily, and cry unto him earneſtly, that thou * 

ö | 3 
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| La. your converſation be without covetouſne/s, and be content with fach things 

as ye hawe, Hes. xiii. 5. For they that will be rich, fall into tempta- 

tion and a ſnare, and into.maity fooliſh and hurtful lufts, which drown 
men in perdition and deftruttion : fer. tbe * * money is the root Ll all 
| evil &c. 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 


Covetous man is called an idolater, and has no * in the kingdom of 
Go: but who believes that he is covetous ? Now here you ſee, that every 
one 15 actually covetous who is not content with what he has. And what ſays the 
apoſtle of ſuch as will be rich? TRE YT Farr. Not only, it was poſſible for them 
to fall: no, they actually fall. O reader, be frightened; deſtroy the covetous de- 
fires of thy heart, and keep it diſentangled from temporal things; for who knows 
how ſoon you muſt go out of this world, and leave every thing behind ? Away from 
it with thy heart, elſe thy death will be very hard. The chriſtian's motto is Gos 
AND ENOUGH : for he that has God, is content; and conſequently always rich 
enough, even in poverty. And that muſt be a covetous man indeed, who has not 
enough, having Gov. O Lon p, make me ſo free by faith from the love of earthly 
things, that I may equally praiſe thee, whether thou be pleaſed to give me ſome- 
thing, or take it away from me; and that I may never covetouſly refuſe that to 
hee or to myſelf, that thou haſt given, mn ſhould be beſtowed upon us. 


The rich young man whom J=8vs lov'd, His love of earthly treaſures prov'd. 
Should \ warn us to forbear; A fatal golden ſnare, Mazx x. 24+ 
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N 
The ſoul of the diligent ſhall be made fat, Px ov. xiii. 4. 


FOU are concerned for having no more grace. What is the reaſon ? Perhaps 
you are indolent, careleſs, and unfaithful. And though you have no war- 


* 


rant even for an hour to live, yet unreaſonably you ſuppoſe to have time enough; 


therefore you are not ſerious, diligent, and fervent in praying for ſufficient ſtrength 


to be always prepared, and have boldneſs i in death. No wonder, if you do not im. 
mediately reſiſt fin, that it grows ftrong, and you always are weak and diſcouraged 


And how can you expect to receive more grace, if you do not faithfully improve 


what little you have ? If you would but diligently and-faithfully apply yourſelf to 


the word and prayer, Gop would certainly not be wanting on his part to fulfil his 


promiſes, and give you enough : but not otherwiſe. For it is well to be obſerved, 
and we muſt know it once for all, that there is no ſuch thing as making any progreſs 

in grace and carrying our point, unleſs we are mindful of ourſelves, watching and 
praying againſt all fins, and whatever may'be an hindrance on one hand; and fol- 
lowing with all diligence that which is good, 'and what may be a 12 on 
the other. It ĩs not enough to uſe sour, but we muſt uſe AL L diligence; and ac- 
cording as our grace is increaſed, our diligence muſt increaſe alfo, fince it goes 


— the ſtream. 


Right to refiſt the Ginful x pow” r We muſt be watchful ev ry hour, 
— Requires a firong reſtraint; ; 9 And pray, but never faint. 


X 4 
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In loaulineſ of mind let each efteem other better than themſelves, Pat. ii. 3. 
Bear yt one another's burdens, and ſo fulfil the law of CHRIST. For if a 
man think himſelf to be ſomething, &c. But let every man prove bis our 
Wort, and then he ſhall bave reoicing in himſelf alone, and not in another 
GAL. vi. 2, 3, 4. 5 6g le a 2 
F we were truly humble, and looked upon ourſelves as the moſt mi- 
ſerable of all, we ſhogld willingly ſabmit to all adverſities, and pa- 
tiently bear the burdens and infirmities of others, conſidering, that Gon 
has borne with us a great deal more. Obſerying therefore the faults of 
our neighbour, we muſt not forget our own. Bebo in other things 
we are weaker than he. This muſt reſtrain us from judging raſhly, or 
ſpeaking unadviſedly to others; but firſt, weſhould ſpeak to Gp about 
it, and then try with geptle means to bring them to rights again. Nay, 
the beſt method is to conſider our neighbour on the good, and ourſelves 
on the bad fide: and to ſee whether we can excuſe him, and accuſe our- 
ſelves. And if his fault could not be excuſed in any manner, we muſt 
not ſuffer him to ſtir up our corruption, but come in with prayer be- 
tween Gap and him, to plead his cauſe before his throne in hearty love. 
This requires more than cenſorious judging. It is very eaſy to find fault 
with others ; but to ſhew love, and reſtore them by prayer and brotherly 
correction, is quite another thing, | 
Bleſs d are the ſouls who ſtand afar op will ſecure their happy ſtate, 
From rage and paſſian, noiſe and war; | And plead their cauſe againſt the great. 


. —— — ——— — — 1 


A et hr dt. ß 
Then ene thy hand, and ſatin} the dyfre of ven lun thing, Piana. 


: cxlv. 16. 
V THO confiders theſe words enough ? The hand of Gop being my 
capital cellar and ſtorehouſe, is it not a ſhame to be anxiouſly 
careful for any thing? Has the Lox all things in his hand? then ſurely 
I ſhall receive what he has for me; none will be able to withhold it. 
Faith has always a free acceſs to the treaſures of Gop, who is never 
wanting. Chriſtians have their cheſts, cellars, and treaſures in ſuch a high 


place, even in Gov, that no thief can rob them, and they are ſure to have 
enough in Gob. And though the Loa ſhould try them with want a 


little while, yet he relieves them in due time: their bread muſt rain from 


heaven, rather than that they ſhould be left without. You need not, 
ſays Canisr, ſeek theſe other things, ſtraight they ſhall be brought to 
you, if ye only abide in me. If this does not comfort and ſtrengthen us, 
nothing elſe will. Now many rely on their full and purſes ; but 
if they had true faith, it would be enough that they believed and had it 
in Gop's hand, purſe, and cheſt. If the Lox is pleaſed to-beſtow ſome 
proviſion upon him, he bleſſes him for it, and is careful to apply it well. 
ut if he thinks proper to deny it him, he is equally content and chearful. 


The Lond is good, the Lon p is kind; |} And the whole race of man ſhall find 
Great is his grace, his mercy ſure; | is truth from age to age endure, 


— — — — — — 
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Had they with food Uzziah the king, and aid unto him, it appertaineth not 


unte ths, Uzziah, to burn incenſe unto the LORD, but to the priefts, the 
| of Aaron, that are conſecrated to burn incenſe. Go out of the ſanctu- 


_ ary, for thou haſt treſpaſſed, neither oy it be For thine bonour * the 
| Lonp Gon, 2 CHRON, xxvi. 18. 


ERE is the only blot we find on the name of Uzziah : As long as he ſought 
the Lox p, and worſhipped him according to divine appointment, Gop made 


Dim to proſper, Gop helped him marvellouſly, till he was ſtrong ; but when he was 


Krong, his heart was lifted up to his own deſtruction. He was not content with 
the honours Gop had put upon him, but would uſurp thoſe that were forbidden 


dim, like our firſt parents. The chief prieſt, and other prieſts, were ready to burn 
_ macenſe for the king, according to the duty of their office; and plainly acquainted 


kim, that if, through a miſtaken zeal, he offered to do it himſelf, he would incur 
the wrath of Gov, and ſuffer for it; but this ſerved only to excite his wrath, till 


| he felt the judgment of God's hand i in his puniſhment. Though he ſtrove with the 


prieſts, he would not ſtrive with his Maker, but retired as ſoon as he was ſmitten 


with the leproſy. We ſee in the preſent inſtance, as in many others, that © the Go 


we have to do with is a jealous Gop, who expects all that ſerve him ſhall do it 

according to his own inſtitutions. Do you, Reader, come to him in the way of his 
appointments. Take care that you come not with unhallowed fire before the Lox p, 
teft you be alſo ſmitten. The incenſe of our prayers muſt be by faith put into the 


hands of our LoD Jxsvs, the great High-Prieſt of our profeſſion ; elſe we ſhall find 


ourſelves deceived, if we expect it ſhould have acceptance with Gov. 


* 


lo! here is want and miſery enough; therefore I come with all m 
and poverty to the fulneſs of thy grace and riches, with my darkneſs to 
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He, the Loxp, will beautify the meck with ſalvation, P8aLM exlix. 4. And © 


if ye /u er for righteouſneſs ſake, happy are ye, 1 Pr. ĩii. + Psar. 3 x. 
* xxii. 26. XXXV1I. 11. xlviii. 10. Is Alan liv 11 


LL this 3 is * the bumble and poor in ſpirit: How does that agree? 
poor, and yet bleſſed? O, yes, poor in ourſelves, but bleſſed and 


glorious in CHRIST. If we never experience his glory, the reaſon is, We 


are not truly ſenſible of our miſery ; but when we are come quite low, 
t us confidently lay hold on Calis r, and we ſhall be bleſſed: for all 
ours. We may ſay, O Lozp, if thou art a glorious help to the needy, 


my want 


thy light, with my death to thy life. Grant that all my evils may be 
ſwallowed up by thy goodneſs 6 glorious deliverance. Mine innumer- 
able wants I ſet before thee, as ſo many empty veſſels, and deſire to 


| have them filled with thy X and heavenly bleſſings. 


WW micht 1 hear thy heav'nly tongue | How would my leaping heart rejoice, 
But whiſper, ** Thou art mine!” And think my heav'n ſecure! 

| Thoſe gentle words ſhould raiſe my ſong | I truſt the all-creating voice, 
r 1 And faith defires no more. 


[| 
4 
| 
| 
| 
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| Be renewed in the ſpirit of your mind, Ern. iv. 23. 


ond, grant that I may daily and hourly repent, have evermore 
a tender feeling of my fins, that by the power of thy death the old 
man may be crucified, - and by the power of thy reſurrection the new 
man may riſe up, and grow daily more and more in thy favour. Let 
me ever be in earneſt, and look upon every day as the very firſt and the 
very laſt ; that with each I may, as it were, begin anew to work out 
my falvation with fear and trembling, and ſo be always prepared for 


death and eternity. Give me grace to ſurmount all difficnlties, and to 
avoid every thing that may prove a torment- of conſcience in the hour 
of death. And as there is no ſtanding ſtill, I humbly beſeech thee to ſtir 
me up daily and hourly more and more, that I may make all haſte, and 
* give all diligence to make my calling and election ſure.” 


Lox», I am vile, conceiv'd in finz; 1 The law demands a perfect heart; 
And born unholy and unclean; | But we're defil'd in every part. 
Sprung ſrom the man whoſe guilty fall | e | 
Corrupts the race, and taints us all. | Great Gop ! create my heart anew, 

| Wa, And form my ſpirit pure and true; 


Soon as we draw our infant breath {| O make me wiſe betimes to ſpy 
Tus ſeeds. of fin growey for death; | My danger and my remedy. 
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He has diſperſed, be has given to the poor; his righteouſneſs endures for ever, 
Ps8ALM Cxii. 9. In the morning ſox thy ſeed, and in the evening with- 
Bold not thy hand, EccLes. xi. 6 22 


os chat lay up treaſures on earth, ſuffer nothing to lie long uſeleſs, but lend 
it out as faſt as they can; and ſuch as deſire to reap ſoon and plentifully, are 
careful to ſow ſoon and plentifully. Therefore lend and ſow ye alſo in good time; 
for there may be times when you cannot ſhew charity, or at_leaſt not ſo largely. 
We muſt not pretend to pay the debt of charity with ſome poor mites and pence. 
If you will give ſomething, give bountifully ; take your hands full, as if you were 
' a ſowing, like the poor widow with her two mites, which ſhe ſowed out freely, 
though it was her whole ſubſtance. But the rich ones were not fo liberal, but co- 
vetouſly offered only what they could ſpare very well. Is it not ſaid, we ſhould 
ſow, and conſequently take hands-full ; for God loveth a chearful giver, and will in 
his turn diſpenſe again bountifully to you, that ye ſhall have ſufficiency in all 
things to every good work. (But Gop diſpenſing ſo bountifully to you, why 
ſhould you then grudge him any thing, or make only ſuch poor returns?) For what 
= _ our neighbour, is the ſame as if it were done to God himſelf, if done in 
faith JoVe. i | +; EE Tg , 


Awake, my zeal, awake, my love, Awake, my charity, and feed 

And ſerve my Saviour here below, The hungry foul, and clothe the poor : 
In works which all the ſaints above, {| In heav'n are found no ſons of need; 
Which holy angels cannot do, There all theſe duties are no more. 
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He Hall redeem Ifrael from all his iniquities, PsaLM cxxx. 8. O be Jo 


of Iſrael, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble, un M. xiv. .: In wrath 
remember mercy, HABAE. iii. 2. 


ESPAIR not, O my ſoul, in any tribulation or conflict, as if it wad impoſſi. 
ble to overcome it. The all-healing word of Gop contains advice and com- 
fort for All caſes, The Lox p being thy helper in all adverſities, and able to turn the 
ſharpeſt afflictions into the greateſt bleſſings, he would never ſmite, nor withhold 
 fomething from thee, if he was not willing alſo to heal, and give thee ſomething bet- 
ter in its place. O Lon p, I truſt thou wilt carry me through all difficulties. 
Though my mifery and weakneſs were ever ſo 'great, yet there is nothing too 
great for thee; it is all one to thee, to help in great or little diftreffes : nay, the 
more I am ſurrounded with grief and weakneſs, the more wilt thou pity, ſpare, and 
nouriſh me, as a tender mother doesthe leaſt of all her children, and the more there 
will be occaſion for thee to ſhew thy mighty ſalvation; for the leaſt is impoſſible te 
- me, but the greateſt and moſt difficult things are poffible and very eaſy to thee. The 
| ſharper and longer my diſtreſs and conflicts have been, the nearer, greater, and 
| Fweeter, I truſt, will alſo be my victory and ſalvation ; and I ſhall not be tempted 
; aboye meaſure. Yes, the Loa p will. affiſt me to _ all, even the moſt ſtub. 


"born. enemies. 


There's full redemption at his — | The great Redeemer is his Soo z 
For ſinners long enſlav d; 1 * Iſr'el ſhall be ** 
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There is an « accurſed thing in the nid of thee, O Ihrael ; thou canſt not 
fand before thine enemies, until you take away the atcurſed thing from 


among you, JOSHUA vii. 13. See alſo 2Per. i. * Having eſcape 
the corruption that is in the world ebrough 21. 


HE entertaining of every worldly tuft, and indulgence of any known wilful 


„ fin, is ſuch an accurſed thing, by which we are deprived of the power of 
ö Cod, that we cannot ſtand before our enemies. Behold therefore the ſeverity of 
| Gop, Josn. vii. 21—26. and be more earneſt. Make all haſte to flee from the 


luſt of the world, eſpecially from the luſt of the eye, which is the love of money. 
What more needful than to break off, even the moſt ſubtle and ſpecious bands of 
unrighteouſneſs. Unleſs the ſplinters of the unjuſt mammon be taken out, the 
wound cannot be healed up. Nay, examine thyſelf cloſely in other things, and 
whatever ſinful luſt harbours in thy breaſt, be faithful to put it off, and flee from 
it, elſe you muſt not wonder at your being ſo weak in ſpirit. He that does not re- 
ſiſt the ſinful motions of his heart, will alfo very eaſily give a looſe to his hands and 
tongue. But he that immediately ſubdues the inward- corruptions, will certainly 
be preſerved from their breaking out in ſinful actions. O Los o, deliver me from 


all accurſed things, and keep my ROC 1 under thy . inſ pection and 
diſcipline. | Amen, 


XX 2a a9 2 Wa 3 SS Pe ir Way 


Why ſhould my paſſion mix with earth, | Why mould I cleave to things below, | 
And cog dae ”y _—Yy _ pF, And let wy IP my Saviour 80 2 $ 
1 . 2 | * 


8 
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1 abbor myſelf, and repent in daft and aber, Jon xiii. 6. 


rence ? what did this man want? Let me give the anfwer for yon: Be- 
fore his eyes were opened, the very thing that you do, if in the like 


charges Job home with an undue opinion of-his own righteouſneſs ; and 


God, who by ſtroke upon ſtroke, and not one too much, had brought 


him to the dunghil, is reprefented as carrying on the ſame accuſation 
againft him. The whole iſſues in Job's humiliation, as a moſt impor- 
tant leſſon of inſtruction to all mankind, never to ſtand upon their vin- 
dication with Gon; and the book, in this view of it, is preparatory to 
the goſpel, and a ſtriking comment on thoſe words of St, Paul and the 
Plalmifl, «+ All have finned and come ſhort of the glory of God ; in thy 
*« fight ſhall no man living be juſtified. Gop be merciful to me a fin- 


* ner,” is a hard prayer. One eye upon the perfection of God's law, 


and another upon your own heart, may poſſibly bring you up to it. 


TY dear Reader, reflect a moment who it was that made this con- 
1 feſſion, and conſider the many excellencies that he had; fee 
chap. xxxi. Doubtleſs you will be ready to aik, why this ſelf-abhor- 


confidence; and the want of which makes every man vile and deſpica- 
ble in the pure eye of Gos, ſelf-knowledge, or hamility. Elihu 


yp | «#S. «SS ® «a a", ad a _a« _ 


Rev. v. 9. 4 
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Au they ſung a new ſong, ſaying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
open the Jeals thereof ; for thou waſt ſlain, and naft redeemed us to Go 
by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nations 


x heaven we ſhall have a perfeQ knowledge of Gin, far beyond any thing we now 


conceive of it, in conjunction with the greatneſs of our deliverance ; and the 
. glory of redeeming mercy will be the eternal ground of our love and adoration, 
On earth, it is the great exerciſe and difficult work of faith, to ſee fin and Cuz1srT 
at the ſame time, or be penetrated with a lively ſenſe of our defert, and abſolute 
freedom from condemnation. But the more we know of botli, the nearer ap- 
proach we ſhall make to heaven ; and we are our own greateſt enemies, if, toge- 


do not look ſteadily unto J=svs, and ſee it taken away by the Lamb of Goo. 


He worthy is bleſt 

By ſpirits at reſt, 
Who once in this deſart 
His Godhead confeſs d. 


3 i. | SP k 4 - 


w 


My ſoul bear a part, 
For ranſom'd thou art 


* 


This, though contimually repeated by the heavenly choir, is called their nern ſong; 
becauſe it is always matter of as great joy to them, as if they had never ſung it be- 
fore; and becauſe the love of God and of Car1sT in their redemption, is always 
opening upon them with new and increaſing wonders. O my foul," let nothing, 


ther with the fulleft comprehenſion of fin, and the deepeſt humiliation for it, we 
| 
| 
let not thy fin, hinder thee from beginning it now. | 


* * 7 
4 


To him that was lain, 


By Jz8v's blood-ſhedding, 


The ſcorn'd Nazarene, 

Be glory and honour; 

Let all ſay, © Amen,” 
Y | 
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Follow me, Luk E v. 27. And endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier of 
„„ . CurisT, 2 Tim. ii. 3. 7 
| E that ſtrenuouſly endeavours to break his own will in every thing, and re. 
H ſolutely overcomes his natural averſion to prayer, loves humility, and every 
d work, ſhews mote power than another who can do it with more eaſe. With 
this faithfulneſs the Lord is ſo well pleaſed, that he rewards it at laſt, and gives us, 
grace to do it alſo with a willing heart; but we muſt firſt be made truly ſenſible 
of the deep corruption of our hearts, that then we may uſe the more violence in 
prayer. And if we are but going on in this conflict, the delays of Go are ſoot 
made up with ſo much greater deliverance. But if we pray only, and do not alſo 
quickly reſiſt the propenſity of our own heart im all things, there will never beſuch 
a thing as making any progreſs at all; ſince the ſtubbornneſs of our fleſh requires 
it, that prayer and conflict muſt always go hand in hand. Only it is to be ob. 
ſerved, that all this muſt be done in faith. Now, Q Loxo, grant that I may 
quickly take all thy hints. Thou art a faithful Gop indeed, thou calleſt, warne, 
and moveſt me often enough; O tbat I was faithful, alſo punctually and imme- 
diately to follow thee in all things, ſhould it be ever ſo much againſt the inclina; 
tion of my heart at firſt. May I never, through unbelief, unfaithfulneſs, confu- 
ſion, ſelf- will, and overdoings, bring any affliction upon me, and hurt myſelf, 
not ſo much as in body, much leſs in ſoul, | e Boe SE 


My deareſt Saviour and my guide, | O let me never run aſtray, 
I would be walking at thy fide; Nor follow the forbidden way. 
| \ FT 


rr 


The LORD zs not far from every one of us; for in him we live, and mo ve, 
and have our being, AcTs xvii. 27, 28. Even the very hairs of your 
bead are all numbered, Luxs xii. 7. 8 


Arne cloſe and more than maternal care ! Nothing is ſo mean, but it is un- 
der the providence of God, fince even the leaſt things can either hurt or pro- 
fit the ſoul. And how ſweet is it to obſerve his footſteps even in the minuteſt 


things, and to be ſatisfied that we may truſt our greater and leſſer concerns to his 


care! O Lon p, grant that I may never ſwerve from, nor do any thing without 
thee ; but that my goings in and goings out may be always done in thy preſence, 
as if I had to do with none but thee; nay, as if we both lived alone together in 
the world. O that I could tranſact, as it were, all my affairs with thee alone, 
and in all places look upon thee as if thou waſt only a Gop for me. Let me ale 
ways carefully obſerve all the inward and outward teſtimonies of thy providence, 
ſo as daily and hourly to have a true ſenſe of thy gracious preſence in every thing, 
more or leſs important ; and thereby to be eyer ſtrengthened in faith, and kept in 
a compoſed ſtate of mind; conſidering that nothing happens by mere chance, but 
every thing is wiſely ordered by thy providential care to our good ; firmly believ- 
ing, if any thing goes contrary to expeRation, that ſomething better will follow in 
its ſtead, if we only can be quiet and wait the time. . 


Gov, that muſt ſtoop to view the ſkies, | He over- rules all mortal things, 

d bow to ſee what angels do, And manages our mean affairs : 
own to our earth he caſts his eyes, {| On humble fouls the King of kings 
d bends his footſteps downward too, | Beſtgws his _ and his cares 


324 N OV E MB Ss K 


Cc kave to that which is good, Rows. xii. 9. Seek thoſe * which art 
| above, Cor. 1 uli. 1. 


ux manners of loch things or perfons as we frequently converſe with, cleave 
very eaſily to us. If we converſe much with Gop and heavenly things, we 
ſhall be heavenly-minded ; but if we deal much with the world and temporal 
things, we muſt be ſenfual and worldly-minded. Up therefore with thy heart to: 
So: lift it hourly up to him; and though it finks down often to the earth again, 2 


, yet the Loa p has patience, and will as often receive and accept of it again. Je 
Therefore raiſe it up continually, and take great care to keep it above, that it may C: 
not fink down and be defiled and cloyed with worldly things again. Thus it wil : 

( 


be eaſy, whilſt, on the contrary, it is a hard matter to abide in a ſpiritual frame; 
| like a feather, which eafily riſes higher and higher when kept above ground, but 
moves very heavy upwards, whence once fallen into the dirt. This you may tak 
as a lively figure of an eaſy and heavy method in the practice of religion. Choe 
now, which you pleaſe. O that I may always chooſe the beſt, namely, the wor 
ö ce of the Lord, and never plunge myſelf into needleſs troubles an 
conflicts. 


Beyond, * this lower ſky, 
Up where eternal ages roll, 
Where ſolid pleaſures never die, 


And fruits immortal feaſt the ſoul. wy, 


Deſcend from heav'n immortal Dove, 
Stoop down and take us on thy wings, 

And mount and bear us far above: 
The reach of theſe inferior things. 
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Loxp, now letteft thou thy ſervant depart in peace, &c. Luxx ii. 29, 30. 
Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be ſtrong, &c. Is . xxxv. 3, 4. 


OT the weak faith of a fearful, trembling, and tempted believer, 
A bat the wilful unbelief only is damnable. If I do not reject the 
all ranſom of Cnalsr my ſurety, but am defirous to accept of it by faith, it 
ois as impoſſible that Gon can reje& me, as it is impoſſible for him to re- 
ject my ſurety, and his own. decree and eternal counſel of love; which 
can never be. O Loxo, it goes beyond the reach of all reaſon, how I 
ſhall depart in faith and peace, fince I am the weakeſt of all, and would 
deſpair a thouſand times for once: But as thy peace is faid to paſs. 
all underſtanding.” Pri. iv. 7. will nevertheleſs be ſufficient to 
keep even the moſt fearful and weakeſt ſoul; for it is not by any power 
of our own, but ſolely by thy divine power, that © we ſhall be kept 
« through faith unto ſalvation.” And it is equally the ſame to thee to 
carry the weakeſt or the ſtrongeſt through the gates of death; for fince 
thou art always the ſame wiſe, gracious, and mighty Gop, in all cir- 
cumſtances, and muſt do the work alone for both, thou wilt then ſurely 
lend me alſo thine all-ſufficient aid and afliltance. 
Saints by the power of Gop are kept, Lon p, at thy temple we appear, 
Till the falvation come; ' J As happy Simeon came, 
ul. We walk by faith, a> ſtrangers here, | And hope to meet our Saviour here; 
Till Can3sT ſhall call us home. 0 3 joys the ſame. 
3 | 


„ 1 O EAD 
O Logp, how manifold are thy eworks ] in wiſdom 1 1 made then 


all : the earth is full of thy riches, Ps AL. civ. 24. Whoſe is 3 
will obſerve thoſe things, &C. Ps AL. cvii. 43. 


Loxp, how many are thine unknown mercies! I am ſurrounded 
with thy goodneſs on all fides, and yet I obſerve and acknowl 
them ſo little! If thou haſt puniſhed even the heathen, for not keine 
minded and glorified thee by thy works, what will become of me?-Par. 
don, O Load, this my blindneſs and ingratitude, and be pleaſed to add 
to all thy benefactions this one more, that I may always be thankful for 

every thing, eſpecially for the unſpeakable gift of thy Son, and after 
that, for all thy works of creation and providence alſo, Grant that in 
all thy vey hp I may ſee and adore thine infinite power, wiſdom, 
Aer and be thereby continually ſtrengthened in faith, and 
ſtirred up to thy praiſe and love. Thus let me always converſe with, 
cleave to thee, and have uninterrupted communion with thee, that 
nothing may interfere and diſturb this religious diſpoſition of my foul 
in the leaſt. Yes, O Loxp, grant me this wiſdom and cloſe attention, 
for thy glory's ſake. Amen. 


The glories of my maker, Gong The brightneſs of © our Maker's name 
My joyful voice ſhall ſing, The wide creation fills; - 
And call the nations to adore And his unbounded grandeur flies 
Their Former and their King. Beyond the heay*nly hills. 
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The fevord of the LorD and of Gideen, JUDG. vii. 20. For they are bread for 


us : their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is avith us: fear them 
not, NUMB. xiv. 9. But my ſervant Caleb, becauſe he had another ſpirit 
with him, and has followed me fully, him will I bring into the land aubere- 
unto be went, v. 24. Surely the wrath of men ſhall praiſe thee, Ps. Ixxvi. 10. 


AKE care, O my ſoul; that there may alſo be another, namely, 2 
kingly ſpirit with thee, as there was with Joſhua and Caleb, not 


to be diſcouraged on account of thy weakneſs and great number of frail- 
ties and enemies, as if it was impoſſible to live holily and get the victory. 
| Behold CHRIS, the true and great Joſhua and Caleb, marches out be- 
fore thee, to make war himſelf againſt thine enemies, and who can 
conquer him! he is unchangeable, his ſpirit now is as mighty as ever, 


and his word as powerful, and ſharper than a ged ſword. 
Againſt thy various infirmities he offers alſo a variety of divine ſtrength, 
and againſt each of thine enemies he holds forth to thee a particular 
ſword in his word ; and abiding in his word thou ſhalt ſurely conquer. 
Though the enemy ſhould raiſe thine inward and outward calamities to 
the higheſt degree; as fo many ſtrong walls, yet he muſt fall; one ſingle 
word will ſtrike him down, oo * 


Not all that tyrants think or ſay, Nor hell ſhall fright my heart away, 


With rage and light ning in their eyes, | Should _ with all its legions riſe, 
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Hearken unto me, je flout-hearted, that are far from righteouſneſs 3 I bri 12 
near my righteon neſs, it fall not be far off; and my ſalvation ſhall not 
 tarry. We are all at an anclean thing, and all our right eouſneſſes are 
as filthy rags, Is a. xlvi. 12, 13. chap. Ixiv. 6. 
E religion is founded upon the knowledge of the true Gay. 

Sinners are apt to think they have a high opinion of God, becauſe 
they think highly of his mercy ; whereas Goo is as holy and as juſt, as 
he is merciful; and he will as certainly puniſh the guilty, as he will par- 
don the penitent and contrite. Goo, I thank thee, I am not as other 
men are, ſays every ſel-rightcous ſinner ; not conſidering, that if 
God were extreme to mark what is amiſs, n6 fleſh living could be juſtiſi- 
ed: God be merciful to me, a finner ;” ſays every true chriſtian, and 
real belieyer. Till this be the language of thy heart, O my ſoul ; till thou 
feeleſt thyſelf a loſt, ruined, and helpleſs finner; till thou art brought 
to acknowledpe the juſtice of Go in thy condemnation ; till thou art 
driven to Cunisr, as thy only refuge and hope of ſalvation, thou art 
ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, art going about to eſtabliſh thine own 
* 1 ce and thou doſt not ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of Cari,” 


am, ſaith CAA Is, the Way; ; Proceed it from an angel's mouth, 
ow if we credit him, | ls but a lie at beſt. F 
All other paths muſt lead aſtray, I am, ſaith Cani5T, the 4 
How fair ſoe er they ſeem. | Let this be ſeen by fait? 
J am, ſaith Cux is r, the Truth; | It follows without further 


T hen all that lacks this teſt, f That all beſides is death. 


= 4 therefore endure hardneſs as 4 good ſoldier of Jesus Cnatsr, 
e e „„ 


RINCES combat with fleſh and blood, chriſtians wreſtle with prin- 
cipalities and powers; their wars give days of truce, ours not a mi- 
nute of ceſſation ; conditions of peace there may cauſe retreat, nothing 
but death here can raiſe the ſiege; kings, if overcome, may ſave them- 
ſelves by flight, but chriſtians may as ſoon fly from themſelyes, as from 
their enemies; the ſoldier of CHkis r is in a field of continued conflict; 
he cannot let fall his hands, but Amalek prevails: Not to be a conqueror, 
is to be a priſoner ; not to win the field, is to loſe the ſoul ; ſecurity 
wounds thee, yielding kills thee, but victory crowns thee. Therefore 
watch as for thy life ; fight as for thy ſoul ; the time will come, when 
i theſe enemies thou ſeeſt to-day, thou ſhalt ſee them no more for eyer ;*? 
then thou ſhalt lay down thy ſword, and take up thy palm, and ſolem- 
nize thy victory in glory for ever. Let then the — of heaven 
glory fire thee ; though thine enemies be powerful, yet remember to go 
forth againſt them in the ſtrength of the Captain of thy ſalvation; though 
aſſaults be many, and my enemies mighty, if Gon ſtrengthen me, 
I have enough to comfort me; for the greater my enemy, the more glo- 
rious my victory; and the more glorious wy victory, the more tri- 
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7 ill heal your backſlidings, Jes. iii. 22. I is Gop who auorketh i i you 
both to will and to do of his good pleaſure, PHIL. ii. 13. 


My dear Saviour, I would fain believe in thee, be faithful, obe= 
dient, and Work always that which is good. And fince this ts alſd 
thy will, I truſt it ſhall be done; for if-thou wilt and I will, who can 
kinder it? True, fin, fleſh, world and devils ate againſt it; but ſhall | 


theſe enemies be ſtronger than thou, the mighty Gop ? Shall their op- 
poſition be able to quell thy work in me, if I do not conſent to it? That 


can never be. The more violence they uſe upon me, the more earneſt 
will I be upon thee in prayer; and the more 1 pray, the mote glorious 


will thine aſſiſtance be: the more they hinder, the more thou wilt fur- 


ther, that all their hindrances ſhall be ſwallowed up by thy furtherances, 


as the ſerpents of the ſorcerers in Egypt were ſwallowed up by the ſer- 


pent of Moſes. 'The enemy will fall by his own ſword, and the great- 


eſt diſtreſs and oppoſition will turn to my good, and to the promoting 
of thy work. For if I do not abide in CHRIS r, praying continually, 


every thing can hinder me; but abiding in him, all obſtructions not 
only prove ineffectual, but uſeful and profitable. 


We honour our exalted King ; { Fearleſs of hell and ghaſtly death, 


How ſweet are his commands! | We'll break thro' ev'ry foe; 
He guards ours ſouls from hell and fin | The wings of love and arms of * 
By his almighty hands. 1 Shall bear us conqu'rors thro”. 
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Jan like a green fir tree; from me is thy fruit found, Hos za xiv. 8. I will 
rebuke the dewourer for your ſakes, and he Shall not deftroy the Fruits of 


your ground, MAL. iii. 11. See alſo Is Al. xxvii. 2, 6. 


and fruits ed by the caterpillars ? Doth it not rejoice him to 
fee all the branches bow with ripe fruits? O my heavenly Losp, grant 
that I may not diſpleaſe, but rejoice thy heart alſo, Let me abide in 
 CnrisT, my true vine, and always bring forth good 
every fruit has its eneniies, and thou haſt no ſooner worked any thing; 
than the inſects of fin endeavour to deſtroy it, I beſeech thee to make me 


fearful and careful in every good 


and preſerve me as a branch of Cnz:sT, night and day, as thou haſt 


promiſed, that my fruits may endure to eternity. Doth a diligent gar- 
dener dreſs and cultivate his garden as well as he can, why ſhouldſt not 


thou cultivate my heart alſo, fince thou art honoured by my fruits? OI 
yes: I truſt the cryſtal ſtream of thy throne will water me, that I can go 


and bring forth greater plenty of fruits. 
Like trees of myrrh and ſpice we ſtand | Let my Beloved come and tafte 
Planted by Gop the Father's hand; 
And all his ſprings in Zion flow, | 
To make the young plantation grow. { With love and pleaſure in his eyes. 


S it not a diſagr eeable thing for a gardener to ſee the fineſt bloſſumm 


fruits. But ſince 


work. Rebuke the devourer preſently, 


His pleaſant fruits at his own feaſt.— 
I come, my ſpouſe, I come, he cries, 
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7 Will (do 3 it.) Marr. viii. 3. And what is that? Whatſoever thou de- 
fireſt: For the Lord avill fulfil the deſire of them that fear him, Ps. cxlv. 19. 


ranting not only according to the notion of our narrow hearts, but 
according to the riches of his glory, as becomes his Majeſty. Cnxisr de- 
lights in great petitions ; for he 1s a great Loan, and is rich unto all that 
call upon him. He has all the riches of his merits and gifts, not for him- 
{lf, (fince being the very Gon, he wanted nothing for himſelf) but only 
for us, even the rebellious, who hncerely call upon him. Therefore 
what he has as Mediator, 1s not his, but all belongs to me, if I but call 
upon him. O my ſoul, pray to him, nay, be much in prayer; and as 
often as thou poureſt out thy foul before him in prayer, let nothing re- 
found in thy heart, but theſe words: “I wit, I wit ve rr.“ As Gop 
can never lie, there is not one fingle groan loſt ; but every one will be 
found to be a jewel in the life to come; by which thy riches are increaſed, 
and one treaſure put to another. O! how much is there neglected in this 
already! why ſhould yon not be earneſt and inſtant now to redeem that 
little remaining part of thy time, by prayer for eternity, to lay up there 


many treaſures, and —_— _ oy crown. O Ln grant that _ 1 
may be done. 


| Now i is the time, he lends his ear, Come, leſt he _ his wrath, and ſwear, 
An waits for your requeſt; 1 *© Ye ſhall not fee wy reſt. . 


EA, be does **exceeding abundantly above all that we aſk or think; 


6 E 


ofoun drew not his hand dink, add he ftretched out the ſpear, until 
be had utterly deſtroyed all the inhabitants of Ai, Josnua vin. 26. For 


this purpoſe the Son of GOD was manife fed, that he * de eftrey the 
eworks of the devil, 1 Jonx ut. 8. 


2 


ſaving faith, Rom. vi. 14. Therefore all theſe wicked inhabitants of thy 
| heart muſt bedeſiroyed, and none ſuffered to live and reign in thee; fince even by 


one fingle fin we may be utterly undone and deſtroyed, as a bird is Pe in one 
ſingle ſnare. And though you are actually converted, and have gained the dominion 
over your fins ; yet you muſt not draw back your hand, and lay the ſpear and ſword 


of the Spirit aſide. There is no reſt or ceſſation of arms here. Satan left CuarsT 
only for a time; much more will he renew his aſſaults upon us again and again: 


nay, if a man is not watchful, but preſumptuous, © he takes to him ſeven other 


ſpirits more wicked than himſelf. But if one conflict laſteth long, remember that 


this is alſo the caſe of others; and even the ancient fathers have gone under it till 
they were grey. At laſt the victory will be the more ſweet and glorious. Only above 


all things take the ſhield. of faith ; for faith alone triumphs, by which we are in 


_ covenant with CurIST, and he lakes one cauſe with us. 


"Tis faith that conquers earth and hell This is the grace that ſhall prevail 
By a celeſtial po. r; - In the decifive hour, 


HE dominion of any one ſm is inconſiſtent with the grace of 00 ang true 
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Come, bs 3 monty and without price, Tsatan lv. 1. Come, PY a 
| things are now ready, LUKE xiv. 17. Him (be it who it will) that comes 
to me, I will i in no wiſe caft outs Jonx vi. 37. bs 


t 


F OW could a tender mother's heart caſt out her fick child calling for help 5 25 
Come, my poor ſoul, come only as well as thou canſt. Better to come ig 

4 miſerable, unwilling, and lazy condition, than not at all. Do not imagine that 
it will be difagreeable to Cux 1s r, if you muſt put a conſtraint upon yourſelf, and 
cannot come, and pray to him with a ſenſible joy and ſtrong faith ; for he does not 
fay, him that comes with a ſenſible ſtrong faith ; but . him that comes,” without 
any limitation, I will in no wiſe caſt out. It is not required to bring any money 
of our own worthineſs, but only the whole heap of our miſery along with us, and 
defire grace. Gop does not look upon the ſenſible power; (for this is his particular 
gift, which he could ſoon give, if need was) but upon the fincerity, application, 
and earneſtneſs of a poor ſinner. John Bunyan very fitly compares ſuch a one to 
a man who would fain ride a full gallop, whoſe horſe is hardly able to go a good 
trot. In this inſtance the intention of the rider is not to be judged by the flow pace 
of his horſe, (which reſembles our corrupt and eawilling 3 but by his whip. 


pings, ſpurrings, and beatings of the beaſt, 


See, deareſt Lon p, our willing ſouls We bleſs the great Redeemer's love, 
Accept thine offer'd grace; 8 And give the Father * 


— 


1 


DE U 


Be not overcomevf evil, but overcome evil with good, Rox. xii. 21. F or, 
 ewho is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which i 10 _ ? 
1. PET. iii. 1 Je 


HERE i is none can harm you; ; for it is twice ſaid, All is yours, I 1 Cox. iii lit, E 
21, 22. But what is mine muſt be ſerviceable and uſeful to me. We are told, 
Nes N. viii. 18. that all things, conſequently the very deyils, with their whole ar- 


mour, work together for our good, to make us more victorious and religious; and 
having ſo many aſſiſtants, we muſt at laſt be good indeed. For whatever would hurt 


us, if we take the right courſe, muſt rather ſerve for a ſword of defence in the hand 


of faith, For inſtance, if any thing contrary happens to you, do not look upon men, but 


directly upon Gon himſelf, as if you had to do with him alone. Therefore take i it 
patiently from his hands for your trial and humbling : then you have a bleſſing di- 


realy. If you meet with ſtrong temptations, by the great corruptions from with- 
in and without, let them make you only ſo much more wiſe and careful as to think, 
becauſe there are dangerous enemies, I muſt watch and uſe all poſſible vigilance. 


And though it.is right and needful to deſpair of thy own ſufficiency and ſtrength; 


yet if you keep and preſs only ſo much cloſer to Cx Is r in prayer and faith, like a 


child to its mother, when it ſees a devouring beaſt running upon it, * the evil * 
certainly turn to our good. 


How glorious, 1 v, thy wiſdom ſhines, Thy pow'r is ſov'reign to fulfil 
And haffles Satan's deep deſigns ; The nobleſt counſels of thy. will, 
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Prayer all be made for 


him continually, and daily ſpall be be praiſid, 


PSALM Ixxii. 15. 


FN What a condeſcending King, who can always be approached! who 
would not pray? you ſay, O that my coldneſs and indifference 
would permit me to do it! But are you not ſenfible of your wants and 
miſeries? Is not this coldneſs and backwardneſs miſery enough? There. 
fore you ought alſo to pray, and pray mof when you are ſo dull and 
drowſy; elſe it will never be better with you. Ariſe therefore and pray, 
the good Spirit of Gop will aſſiſt you in it. Encouraged by 2 | 
s miſes of a prayer-hearing Gop, and the ſpecial aſſiſtance of the holy 
« Spirit in this work, we muſt even in the greateſt conflicts not omit to 
* refift the temptations of the devil. And though we have finned, not 
** defer it long; but pray directly, and ſay, The Lord is merciful, and 
* I am unworthy and unable to pray; but alas! what ſhall I do? ſhall 
„I wait till I am worthy and able? O no, perhaps this time will never 
* come; for I am always a great, miſerable finner. A chriſtian ſtands 
„ always in need of the Logo's prayer; for fince the ſenſe and terror 
* of ſin does not leave him, he can never leave off prayer.” O Loxp 
grant that this continual fire may never be extinguiſhed in my heart. 


| Arife, my ſoul, from deep diftreſs, f Gov calls.thee to his throne of grace, 
And baniſh every tear 1 To ſpread thy ſerrews there. 


5 E F F UH ITI 7 
bat doft thou here, Elijah? 1 KN xix. 19. 


ET this queſtion be ſuppoſed as addreſſed to us, What doſt thou 3 in this 
world, into which thou art ſent? · Art thou working © the work of him 
that ſent thee, or ſtanding all the day idle? How doſt thou acquit thyſelf in the 
duties of thy particular calling? Art thou upright, conſcientious, and uſeful therein ? 
Art thou in the poſt aſſigned thee b heaven, truly called, and properly qualified 
for it? or haſt thou obtruded thyſelf into it, without warrant or invitation; and 
therefore haſt no cauſe to expect ſucceſs ? What doſt thou here in this retirement? 
Is the world ſhut out of thy thoughts, and are the viſits of the bleſſed Spirit invited? 
What doſt thou here, if it be not thy wiſh and endeavour to have communion with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus CurxisT ? What doſt thou here, if thy peace 
with an offended Gop is not already made, or moſt earneſtly defired and ſought 
after? If thou really wanteſt peace and ſafety, plead the blood of Jzsvus; flee to 
the city of refuge, before the purſuer of blood overtake thee, and thou periſh from 
the way. Remember Lot's wife, and look not behind thee, left thou become a 
monument of wrath. What doſt thou here, in times of trial and temptation ; art 
thou flying from the danger, or boldly facing it in the name and ſtrength of the 
| Loxp ? Art thou aſhamed of the croſs, or doſt thou willingly take it upon thee ? 
Elijah failed here, he fled from Jezebel ; ſuch an one as Elijah feared ; howl fir- 
trees, if the cedars be thus ſhaken. ' What doſt thou here below? Art thou for 
pitching thy tent on this fide Jordan, ſatisfied with thy preſent portion? Or art 
thou * Jooking to a better country, to a city that hath foundations, whoſe builder 
« and maker is Gop ?” Life is uncertain, death approaches, the Judge is at 1 
door, then“ Prepare to meet thy Goo.“ 


Arm me with jealous care. I And O, thy ſervant, fon D, prepare, 
As in thy © attend. a —̃ {oats 1 


% 
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Mine eyes are ever towards the Lord : for he ſhall pluck my feet out of the 
net, PSAL. xxv. 15. Happy is theman that feareth alway, Prov. xxviii. 14. 


How long can ſome enemies hide themſelves with their nets before our eyes, 
and draw us in all on à ſudden. It is unſpeakable how cunning and powerful 
our enemies are, how they lay in wait every where, that in all places and at all 
times we are ſurrounded, às it were, with many cruel murderers of fouls. Bleſſed 
is he that keeps clear from ſelf- confidence; but rather fearing always, ſays within 
himſelf, as ſoon as he awakes in the morning, Who knows what temptations I may 
- meet with ro-day ? perhaps when I rife, by the firſt ſtep my feet may be intangled' 
In dangerous friares and nets. And as ſelf-confidence always will, but true confi- 
dence in thee, O LoxD, never ſhall be aſhamed, Rö M. ix. 33. grant, I beſeech thee, 
that diſtruſting myſelf I may fully put my truſt on thee, watching evermore in all 
things, and looking cautiouſly in all places about me, where there is 'any fear of 
danger. Whatever I am about to do or to ſpeak, let me firſt look upon and converſe 
with thee; that thus keeping always cloſe to thee, 'I may be preferved againſt the 
power and craft of mine enemies, as in a ſtrong- hold; and confidently ſay, accord- 
ing to thy own pattern, given Ps ALM xvi. 8. I have ſet the Loa n before me; 
becauſe he is at my right-hand, I ſhall not be moved. ac 


My ſoul would all her thoughts 
To his all-ſeeing eye : 
Not death nor hell my hope ſhall move, | 
While ſuch a friend is nig. 


Gov is my portion and my Joy 3 approve 
His counſels are my light; 265 
| He gives me ſweet advice by day, 


And gentle hints by night, 


My Father works hitherto, and I work, (as alſo the holy Spirit) Joan v. ' Ta 


FAY My poor ſoul, ſhould the bleſſed Trinity not be able. to deſtroy the 
O works of the devil, and fulfil his good-will in thee? O! yes, he 
works both to will and to do; and that very thing which is above your 
own power, he works, and nothing elſe. If you can do little, he work 
much ; if nothing at all, ſo much the better, then he works all : For he 
is our All ; fince we are nothing, and can do. nothing. And happy are 
we that we can have him for our aſſiſtant in all things; and that the 
children of Gop are not required to direct their own ſteps, but ſhall be 
led by their heavenly Father. Now, O Los, fince by the will, guidings, 
and workings of my own heart, I throw only ſo many hindrances and 
blocks in my way; grant, I beſeech thee, that in true dependence on 
thee, I may venture every thing; and, deſpairing of my own ſufficiency, 
may always abide in thee, draw all neceſſary ſtrength, from thee by 
prayer, and bring forth many good fruits which may laſt to eternity. For 
the power in me being an eternal power, thy work, weak as it ſeems 
now, will laſt eternally, and none ſhall be able to deſtroy it. 


Thy counſels, Lox p, thall guide my feet What if the ſprings of life were broke, 


Through this dark wilderneſs; And fleſh and heart ſhould faint, 
Thy hand conduct me near thy ſeat, | God is my ſoul's eternal rock, 


Ta dwell hefore thy face, 11 8 ev'ry ſaint, 
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Draw nigh to Gop, and he avill draw nigh to you. Rehn the devil, ant 


Nor teaze my hears, fo ner thy throne, i] Nor ſhall 1-ſock my Goo in vain. 


"be aut 'flee from you, JaMgs'1v. 75 8 And thus the Hectual fervent | 


prayer of a righteous man availeth much, chap. v. 16. 
P My dear foul, draw. nigh to Gop in prayer, and he will draw 
\ F nigh to thee ; be inſtant in it, and the devil cannot ſtand againſt 
thee: for the incenſe of prayer chaſes all devils, as the ſmoke the bee 


it works wonderful great things, and will make poſſible what ſeemeth 


moſt impoſſible. Gop having given thee many things already, this is 
a great encouragement to hope alſo for that which thou lackeſt yet. 


Therefore only. pr y confidently, and you ſhall receive evermore ; 
for unbelief is thi 


only reaſon. that 'Gop cannot work wonders for 


My Gov, 1 bow before thy feet, _ { Creatiires with all their chirms ould ty i + 
When hall my ſoul get near thy feat? I The pteſence of a'God fo nigh: © | 
Whien mall J fee thy glorious face, ' My darling fins ſhould loſe their name, | 


Hos, Webla T tove ches and adore, —=| My foul moula pour out all her cares, 


With hopes and joys. unknown before! In flowing words or flowing tears ; 
And bid this trifling world be gone, | Thy ſmiles ſhould eaſe my ſharpett pain, 
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There i is none good but one; that i is, Gay, Marr. xix. 17. But ow 


imagination of the thoughts of our hearts. is only evil continual} 9, 
Gex. vi. 5. 


Criſtian, feeling continually the vile e corru ption of his heart with grief, 


thinks himſelt to be the leaſt of all the ſaints ; but a H ypocr 


te, having lit 


enſe of fin, takes himſelf to be better than others. Thertfore we cannot be 


fad to have truly repented, except we have an experimental knowledge that there 


is no good in us, no, not ſo much as the leaſt degree. Nay, when we are 7 2 


come to this, and are converted, we muſt not preſumptuouſly imagive to haye got 
over all the mountains; after many years we may ſee ſuch abominations, her 
we thought little of in "the beginning. Conſequently, we have m— s reaſon to he 
afraid of our own hearts, and ſo depend entirely on free grace, a poor peni- 
tent condemned malefactor; elſe the Phariſee will ſoon life ur up u head again. 
But he that is really convinced he is ſuch a miſerable loſt finner, and bas no good 
in him by nature, pleading guilty in all things, and ſeeking every thing freely 
Canis, is actually partaker of all the merits of CxgisT, and can look u 
himſelf as entirely juftified in him. Now, O Lok, grant that I may patiently 
know and cleanſe myfelf more and more; and though I cannot effect it by my 


own power, yet my comfort is, that thou art — alone, and art 3 and abje 
to work. in me all. that is good. | 


Nature has all its glories loft, * No fleſh | hall in thy preſence boaſt, 
When brought before by. thrones * | But ig the Lean de. 


23 


dn Mn 


Take this child away, and nurſe it for me, ana 1 will give thee thy 
. wuazes Exob. ii. 9. 5 


MS. Moſes was ordered to be ſaved by the moſt cruel enemy's daugh- 
, ter; ſo Satan himſelf, even when he meditates our deſtruction, 
muſt be a means of our life. See alſo Marr. xii. 48. Who is my mo- 
"ther ? &c. Is A. viii. 10. Chap. ix. 6. O Lon Jesus, thou being al- 
Jo a child born unto me, and I willing to receive thee as my Immanusr, 
thou wilt be my ſhield and exceeding great reward, and defend me 
powerfully againſt all my enemies. O my dear Saviour, fince thou 
.art mine, all is mine, even thy Father, thy Spirit, and thy heavenly 
glory; all accidents, all enemies muſt work for my good, and be in- 
Haden and miniſters of my ſalvation. O that I may never fear any 
thing, but, thinking directly it is mine, may only make good uſe of 
every thing. Thus even the very worſt would turn to my greateſt bleſ- 
ſing; and without it perhaps I ſhould want as needful a thing, as a mill 
.or a ſhip does when deſtitute of wind and water. 3 8 21 


My ſoul, ſurvey thy happineſs, While the good Spirit ſhews us how 


If thou art found * of grace, | To uſe and to enjoy them too. 
How richly is the goſpel ſtor'd! I If pdaod and j | 22 
. ee, 93 plenty crown my days, 
nf. I They help me, Lox v, to ſpeak thy praiſe; 
All things are now the gift of Gop, If bread of ſorrows be my food, 
And purchas d with our Saviour's blood: Thoſe ſorrows work my real good. 


n 
d pealing unto ycurſel ves in p/alms and hymns, Erk. v. 19. 7. eaching and 
'  admonifbing one another in p/alms and hymns, Cor. iii. 16. 


4 F we are obliged to promote the temporal of our neighbour, 
how much more the ſpiritual, by edifying diſcourſes, But how is it? 


are ſometimes troubled; and know not what diſcourſe to enter upon: 
at laſt they begin, if not entirely in vain, yet perhaps unprofitable diſ- 
courſes, or at leaſt they ſuffer others to do it, and are filent at it. I will 
tell you what I have done in ſuch caſes: I firſt prayed to Goo, ſaying, 
„O good Gop, here I receive a gueſt, and having nothing to ſet be. | 
« fore and treat him with; I pray thee to give me the right bread for 
« him 3 which the Logo, was pleaſed to hear in ſuch a gracious man- 
ner, that I could ſoon enter into an edifying diſcourſe. And thus we 
keep our conſcience clean, though perhaps the lips are frozen up. 
Some fooliſh philoſophers, to the great offence of others, mock at divine 
things, and even at prayer; as if natural reaſon and will was not cor- 
rupted, and highly wanted to be prayed for. But it is fulfilled with 
them, what St. Paul ſays, Row. i. 22. What will become of theſe 
Poor ſcoffers upon their dying bed, and at the day of judgment! O 
that they would take warning while it is time. 8 
Now if ſome proper hour appear, ꝝBut let the ſcoffing ſinners hear 
Let none be over-aw'd; That we can ſpeak for Gop. 


The children of Gov, when ſomebody viſits them, (ſays a certain divine) 


= FLV E M 1 


Tell bis diſciples, and Peter (who was deeply fallen) eſpecially, Mana 
xi. 7. If any man fin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesvs 

CuarnsT the righteous . . . . for the whole world, 1 Joux ii. 1, 2. 
Wherefare lift up the hands which hang down, and firengthen the feeble 
. Hes. xi. 12. 


"AST thou been lack, unfairhful, and falten away, O poor ſoul, 
| thou art not to make light of it: but why wilt thou continue in 
fallen condition any longer and complain? Get thee up, and afk 
_ of Cnn1sT ; he is ready to forgive and recerve thee again, like 
ter, having received pifts for the rebellious.” Delay not to lay 
hold of thy ranſom, which is greater than all the fins of the world, con- 
fidering that it is paid even for this very fin, whoſe remiſſion is purchaſed 
by it already. Therefore be not diſcouraged, much lefs ſuffer the 
temptation f drawing back to the world to prevail upon you. The 
Loxp even now reaches forth his hands to thee anew by this very 
word; come, lift thyſelf up at it, and be careful for the time to come 
to be ſo much more cautious, humble, and gentle towards others ; ; for 
a Chriſtian's feet will flide, but only into bumihity. i 


Salvation! O the joyful found, I Bury'din ſorrow and in fin, 
"Tis pleaſure to our ears; | At hell's dark door I lay; 
A for reign balm for ev'ry wound, {| Butl ariſe, by grace divine, 


 Acordial for my fears. To ſee a heav'nly day. 


N 
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Behold awe come unto thee, Jen... iii. 22. (and) Fvill come wnto you, Jour 
xiv. 18. A lively repreſentation of this happy meeting ſee Luxe xix. 
4. 5» 6.  Zaccheus ran . . and CHRIST ſaid unto him, Make * 
ad come down, for to. aay I muſt abide at thy houſe. 


My dear Saviour, finee I come to thee, and thou to me, we ſhall certainly 
meet one another. Who will oppoſe and obſtruct it? Devil and fin? O no! 
this wall of ſeparation is pulled down. Cnx1sT ſays, come unto me, I am not an 
« angry judge, but a loving Mediator between Goo and thy frightened conſcience; 
© keep to me, and fear not wrath. Why, therefore I fit here, that, believing in me 
* to make intercefion for thee with Gon, no wrath nor diſgrace can befal thee. 
« Should wrath and puniſhment come upon thee, it muſt firſt come upon me; which 
is quite impoſſible, ſince he is the dear Son of Gop, in whom dwells all the ful- 
« neſs of grace, and the Father looking upon him, his wrath muſt vaniſh away, 
« and every thing in heaven and earth be changed into ſmiles of love and grace,“ 
Er n. i. 6. Dangers and conflicts being hot, Gop haſtens with his aſſiſtance. At 
other times he tarries, and the work of our whole renovation goes on by little and 

lirtle, that improving in the exerciſe of patience and faith, we may alſo bear with 
others, and learn not only to quicken our diligence, but alſo to wait for him. | 


In thine own ways, o Gop of love, I Our ſouls' deſire is to thy name, 
We wait the vifits of thy grace; ] And the remembrance of thy face. 


246 DECEMBE-R . 
Mine iniquities are gone over my head, as a heavy burden, they are e ne g 
heavy for me, PSALM xxxviii. 4. 


TT is a fore fipn that a män is awaked out of his ſleep, when he dif. 
covers and . the error of his dream: in the drawing up of water 
out of a deep well, ſo long as the bucket is under water, we feel not the 
weight of it, but as ſoon as it cometh above water, it begins to hang hea- 
vy on the hand. When a man giveth under water, he feeleth no weight 
of the water, though there may be many tuns of it over his head, where- 
as half a tub full of the ſame water, taken out of the river, and ſet upon 
the ſame man's head, would be very burdenſome to him, and make him 
Joon grow weary of it. In like manner, ſo long as a man is, as it were, 
over-head in fin, he is not ſenſible of the weight of fin, it is not trouble- 
ſome to him; but when he begins once to come out of that ſtate of fin 
wherein he lay and lived before, then beginneth fn to hang heavy upon 
bim, and he groans under the weight thereof. So, ſo long as fin is in 
the will, the proper ſeat of fin, a man feeleth no weight of it, but, like 
.a fool, it is fo rt and paſtime to him to do evil. It is therefore a 
fn that fin is 1 out of its ſeat, out of its chair of ſtate, when it 
| becomes ponderous and burdenſome to us; and ſuch a ſenſe of fin may | 
well be conſidered as an entrance 1 into L ſlate of grace. 
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erer, ye Backfiding childrin, wed T tuill Beal your backſlidings, Jex. iii, 
22. See all6 Luke xv. 20. When be was yet @ great way off— 


AR therefore the voice of thy loving Father and Shepherd, O 
thou dackſliding child and loit ſheep, crying earneſtly, ReTUzai, 
ö Rerury, Do not run on in the broad way with the world any longer. 
Are you not tired yet of the huſks of the world? Do you feel no troubles 
in your ſoul? ſhall not theſe drive thee to Gop ? Lo! thy Father and 
Shepherd ſeeks thee. He is gone forth to call and meet thee already, 
He will receive thee willingly and joyfully: Come only praying as = 
prodigal ſon, and he will freely forgive thee all, though thou hadſt fin- 
ned ever ſo much. He is alſo able to heal and corrett the moſt deſperate 
corruptions of thy heart ; he can deliver thee from the, very jaws of hell 
and the devil. Nay, if thou even,waſt poſſeſſed with more than ſeven 
devils, he can ſtill caſt them out. Begin only to call upon him earneſtly 
in prayer, and, poor and wretched as thou art; come to him as the phy- 
fician of thy ſoul; for the phyſician and the ſick, the rich and the poor, 
are the beſt ſuited to one another. He healeth ALL our diſeaſes, and 
can make poſſible, what ſeems moſt impoſſible to thee. 


Come, all ye vileſt finners, come, His goſpel and. his heart have room 
He'll form your fouls anew; : For rebels, ſuch as you, 
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arch ye therefore and pray always, Luxk xxi. 36. Let us lay 
1 Ebay the fin which doth ſo caſily be/et ut, Hes. * _— 


T. hearts of men are not like upto clocks, which oply want to be wound vp 
once a day; O no! the dulneſs and diſtraction is too great and dangerous. 


 We'muſt lift them many times a day, yea, watch continvally to lay aſide every 
| weight. Our going out and coming in, nay all things, even the very leaft, we 
muſt do with prayer, always ſtrietiy examining what is the will of the Lon ; elſe, 
If they are done after our own will, they do not tend to the glory of Gop, and can. 
not be attended with his bleſſing. But if we earneſtly ſtrive againſt our own will 
in prayer, willingly ſuffering every hour what the Log » thinks proper to lay upon 
ua, and will be ruled by his hints, and flight ſtrokes of his rod, many heavy afflic- 

tions, fcourges, and whips can be avoided ; for the burdens which we bring upon 
 eurfelves by our own will and impatience, are always the heavieft. A chriſtian has 
daily his proper burden and affliction, like a clock, its weights, by which the fleſh 
is kept under, ſo that the foirit can rifo up. Therefore when any thing comes crofs» 
be looks upon it as his weight for the day, to ſtir him up to the exerciſe of prayer 
and meditation in the word of Gop. O Lox p, grant that I may always bear thy 
eaſy yoke, and never be the cauſe of my own diftreſs and dune. 


Wait onthe Lon p, yotrembling ſaints, [ He'll raiſe you your ſpirit when it "ug 
n "And far evcs Your hope. 
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Vive an account of thy ffewardſbip, Lots xvi. 2. 
: Lord, how have I waſted my time, goods, and faculties! O 
| pardon me for thine infinite mercy's ſake ; blot out my debt 
thy blood; and grant, that keeping henceforth daily and hourly a 
account, and acting more prudently, faithfully, and diligently, my rec- 
„ . Koning may not be falſe at laſt. But preſerve me alſo from all needleſs 
cares} fitice the care where to get ſomething is not the ſteward's buſi- 
neſs, but only to huſband every thing faithfallß. Teach me, O0 
„Loks, and give me wiſdom and grace to govern my houſe, and 
<< manage all my affairs rightly. Be thou the principal governor and 
« father of my family; I will be nothing but thy ſervant ; direct me 
* only in all things that I may not ſuffer or do any harm.” He that 
does not expoſtulate with Gon, but, juſtifying him, accuſes himſelf to 
be guilty in all things, even in his beſt performances, will be jaſliſied 
again by him through the righteouſneſs of his dear Son. And being 
thus adopted of Gon, he is ready and willing to be governed and di- 
rected by him in all things as a child. 5 ä 


That awful day will ſurely come, 


Thou lovely chief of all my joys, 
Th'appointed hour makes haſte, Thou ſoyv'reign of my heart! 
When I muſt ſtand before my Judge, | How could I bear to bear thy voice 


And paſs the ſolemn teſt. Pronounce the ſound, Dzranz?t 


5 DECEMBER . 


a Examing yourſelves, whether ye be in the faith, 2 Cox. xiii. 5. 


ANY would be conyerted and become believers, if they did not preſumg, 
. tuouſly pretend to it, thinking they were not heathens, but had faith al. 
ready. For ſuch as have actually faith, often doubt whether they have any or not 
and thoſe that are without, imagine they have enough. But faith is enly wrought 
in the ſouls of thoſe who are deeply humbled by a thorough conviction of. the 
reatneſs and heinouſneſs of their fins ; confeffing themſelves not only with their 
ips, but with a true ſenſe of their hearts, to be the chief of ſinners; and looking 
upon themſelves as the moſt unworthy of all creatures. Without this repentance 
we do not enter through the right gate, and our faith is a falſe imagination. For 
faith is the greateſt and moſt difficult thing, even'to a child of Gop ; it receives 
 CanisT into the heart, and overcomes the devil, world, and all. fins; which is 
not eaſily done. Therefore, if the, generality of people had true faith, nothing 
was eaſier than that; for what can be eaſier than to conceive thoughts and imagi- 
nations of any thing? then there would be no need to pray for faith to ſtrive and 
examine ourſelves ; conſequently theſe words were ſuperfluous in the Bible. For 
| ſuch a faith has every one, even the moſt wicked. But they deceive themſelves, 
for faith is ſaid to be the victory over the world. And if the firſt. Chriſtians had 
need to examine themſelves, how much more have we? Therefore, the beſt ang 
fafeſt way is, to pray earneſtly for that faith which has boldneſs, and triumphs 
even in death, | r che Bhs 


O Las D, thy grace and power diſplay; : Gnas 1 in thine appointed Way, 5 
Let guilt and death no longer reign; | Nor let my humble faith be vaig. 


— 
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For thy name's Jake lead me and guide me. Pull me out of the net, &c. 
PSALM XXX1. 3—;. When the ark ſet forward, Moſes ſaid, Riſe up, 


Lord, and let thine enemies be ſeattered ; ; and ler them that hate gs 
ee before thet, NuM. X. 35+. | 


VERY one having his own particular gift, has alſo his own parti. 
cular enemies, who lay various nets and handrances in his way. 
But as every body muſt clear the way for a king when he travels; much 
more ſo our enemies, when the King of kings guides us and goes be- 
fore us. Grant only, O Lon p, that all my goings and reſtings may be 
done at thy will, Nuws. iv. 17—23. Be gloriouſly pleaſed to go al- 

ways before me, and to make room, that mine enemies may be ſcattered 
and fall into their own nets. For thou, who dwelleſt in heaven, laugheſt 
at all; even mine inward ſpiritual enemies; and art willing and able to 
confound the greateſt craft and power even of the moſt inveterate and 
dangerous. And *© fince thou enlighteneſt my darkneſs, and art a 
9 — to all thoſe that truſt in thee ; and not only teacheſt my bands 
to war, but even fighteſt for me as the Gop of my covenant,” (PSAL. 
xviii. 28—36.) I ſhall ſurely come off more than conqueror. | 


Great Gov, preſerve my conſcience clean; 3] My faith would ſeize ſome promiſe, Lord; 
Waſh me from guilt, ſubdue my fin; :| There's pow'r and ſafety in thy word: 
Thy love ſhall guard me from ſurpriſe, Not all that earth and hell can ſay, 


| Pho: chreat ning dangers round me "nk. — _ or dri wen foul ok . 
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* —. Meſes faid unto them, This is the bread, <wbich the Lonp bath 
ei ven you to cat, Exod. xvi. 16. 


HIS manna was entirely different from the common mapna, which 

is ſhook from the leaves of trees, and uſed only in medicine; this 
dropped down from the clouds, and was truly a miraculous production, 
28 is evident from the following circumſtances ; that it fell but fix days 
In the week; that it fell in ſuch a prodigious quantity as ſuſtained 
_ almoſt three millions of ſouls ;—that a double > of 1 it fell the day f 
before the Sabbath, and none on that day, 
This manna is called 6c ſpiritual meat,” 1 — * x. 3. b it was 
eypical of ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things.  CarrsT himſelf is 
the true manna, the bread of life, of which that was a figure, Joun 
vi. 49—51. The word of God is the manna, by which our ſouls are 
nouriſhed, Marr. iv. 4. The comforts of the Spirit are © hidden 
manna, Rev. ii. 17. Theſe come down from heaven, as the manna 
did, are the ſupport and comfort of the divine life in the ſou], while 
we are in the wilderneſs of this world. The manna they gathered in 
the wilderneſs was not to be hoarded up, but eaten; fo they that have 
received CyzisT, mult by faith live upon him, and not receive his grace 
in vain; they that did eat manna in the wilderneſs hungered again; 
whereas they that feed on Chaisr by faith * never hunger. 
Load, evermore give us this bread!” 


DECEMBER. yy 332 


| What wil thou, Queen Eſther ? and what is thy req weft 7 Ir fall be even 
given thee to the half of the kingdom, Es TREA v. 3. 


Jos r thou want nothing, O poor ſoul! Haſt thou nothing to aſk ? O yes! you 
ſay, a great deal. Well then, draw near to thy gracious King and Bridegroom 
without fear. Lo! he holds out his golden ſceptre to thee, ſaying, Aſk, only aſt, 
not only the half, but my whole kingdom ſhall be granted; nay, I will give myfek 
unto thee. O dear ſoul, pray, and tell him every thing that is wanting, be it ever ſa 
great or ever ſo ſmall. His loving-kindneſs will hear even the leaſt petition; nay, 
he will pretend to be ignorant of what thou doſt not tell him. But whatever is 
poured out before him, is actually addreſſed and lodged in its proper place, and does 
not lie upon thy heatt any longer, but upon his heart, which cannot reſt till you 
are relieved. And fince you have experienced his affiſtance ſo often, in greater and 
leſſer things, you may depend upon his being as willing and able now) to help 
| thee out of all troubles. We aften imagined we were willing, and draw¾ing near 
him, but he was unwilling, and refuſed our requeſt : but it is not ſo, he rather 


draws us, and 3 — bars for it is be that works even this | 
willing mind. - 


Are thoſe the happy perſons here, | Go then, my ſoul, ts the Son, 
Who dwell the neareſt to their God ? To lead thee near the Father's face; 
Has Gov invited finners near? Gaze on his glories yet unknown, 


aud Jeſus bought this grace with blood] And taſte the bleiſings of is is racks 
N | "hep HE OS 


354 DECEMAER 28. 
wn wilt thou that I. Ball daunto thee? Luxx xvii, 18, 


ons, doſt thou aſk me alſo this queſtion? O yes! Well then, I 
anſwer, That I may fee how gracious thou art; that knowing thy 
love in thy light, Imay love thee again. This is the ſum and ſubſtance of 
all my prayer; becauſe thou requeſt ic ſo ſeriouſly of me, 1 Cox. xvi. 
22. But thou doſt not require it as of myſelf, well knowing that I can 
do nothing: but fignifieſt only what I am to aſł of thee, and what thou 
art willing to give and to work. For thou. doſt not require any thing, 
but what thou workeſt thyſelf; and workeſt every thing, what thou re- 
duireſt. Therefore, faith and love being required by thee, I require 
133 from thee again. Grant, O grant them to me, that I may re- 
turn them to thee again. And fince nothing is pleafing to thee, but 
what is thy own gift, I truſt that thou wilt certainly hear and fulfl this 
my requeſt. However, as my ſalvation is not grounded on my own, but 
«on thine and thy Father's love and counſel, to ſave me by free grace 
through thy merits, I go on, covered all over with grace and paxdon. 
| This 18 treaſure enough, by which my heart Can be well ſatisßed. 


He that can ſhake the worlds he made, } Our ſorrows and our tears we pour 


Or with his word, or with his rod; | Into the boſom of our Gov ; 
Mis goodneſs how amazing great! I He hears us in the mournful hour, 


Aud what a condeſcendint Coo! f And helps to bear the beavy loads 


and conſequently we have ſo much more need of ſuch 


bad worſe: For 


* 
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Jn returning and reft ſhall ye be ſaved, in quietne/s and confidence Ball be your 
frrength, 18AL. XXX. 15. In your patience Pei. ye your fouls, Lv KE xxi. 9. 


 SNBRISTIANS muſt ſuffer patiently. This is their armour, Gop 


\_4 fighting for and afhſting them. But when we are unwilling to ſuf- 
fer, going about to make complaints every where, and to ſeek human 


comfort, or to rid ourſelves, we negl & and loſe the comfort and aid of 
the Lond ; we are ſtirring up the waſp-neft of our unruly thoughts, and 


bring more trouble upon ourſelves and others; nay, we are fighting againſt 
Gov, who thereby intends to cure our impatience, pride, and anger. 
For the more we are peeviſh and wild, the more deſperate is our diſeaſe ; 
but whole- 
ſome trials of afflictions, to mortify theſe wild paſſions of the fleſh. There- 
fore we muſt not preſume to murmur or complain, which will only make 
that will avoid one trouble, perhaps runs into ten 
others. Sometimes it is poſhble and eaſy to rid ourſelves, but the help is 
not ſo glorious and bleſſed, as if we had waited for the help of the Lozo, 
Sure I muſt bear, if I would reign ; Muſt I be carry'd to the ſkies, 

+ Increaſe my courage, Lon p! on flow'ry beds of eaſe, . — 

ü bear the toil, endure the pain, While others ſuffer'd ſor the prizd, 


A 


Supportti by thy wrd. l And fail'd through bloody ſeas 7 
| 8 > $9" ws 2 -- 355. Ka 2 IF 
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| Whoſo levath inſtrucion, loves knowledge ; but be that hates reproof, it 
ES ., A. A Y ga 


#FT*HEREFORE we ſhould take and make the beſt of the reproofs of 
1 others, though they were not without blemiſhes; and not be like 
thorns and briers, pricking and hurting thoſe that touch them. Nothing 
can be ſaid ſo bad of us, which we have not the root of in our heart. 
And though we are convinced of and ſtrive againſt our own weakneſs, 
yet it may not be ſo earneſtly that we conquer. Therefore Gop comes 
to our aſſiſtance in a ſharp reproof of others; for he knows how to uſe 
even the faults of others to our good. And if we receive every thing as 
from him alone, ftriving ſo much againſt this our frailty, that we may 
not be offenſtve to our neighbour any more, we certainly gain a great 
victory and blefling. But if we grow impatient, and make many ex- 
cuſes, being unwilling to put up any thing, we make evil warſe, and 
neglect the amendment of ourſelves and others. O Lorp, make us 
better, and give us patience. x 


py 


How ſhould the ſons of Adam's race To vindicate my words and thoughts 

Be pure before their Goo? = I'll make no more pretence; 
It he contend in righteouſneſs, Not one of all my thouſand faults 

We fall beneath his ted. . Can bear à just defences, — 


* 
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| Be ye haly, for I am holy, 1 Pxrkr i. 16. WY 


TOLINESS i is a plant of the Loꝝ y's own planting; its root is nouriſhed by us 
waters of life, and the dew of grace lays continually on its branches; it is - 
not to be found on nature's ground in its higheſt improvements ; Morality faith! it 
is not in me, it grows only in the garden of grace; there muſt be a union with 
Cn xis r by faith, a new nature, and a new heart, for holineſs to ſtrike root in, 
before the fruits theredf can be produced in life and converſation. Holineſs, ſaid 
« great writer, appeared to me to be of a ſweet, pleaſant, charming, ſerene, 
4 calm nature; bringing an inexpreſſible purity, brightneſs, peaceableneſs, and 
1 raviſhment to the ſoul; it makes the ſoul like a field or garden of God, with all 
« manner of pleaſant flowers, all pleaſant, delightful, and undiſturbed ; enjoying 
« a fweet calm, and the gently vivifying beams of the fun. The ſoul of a true 
* chriſtian appeared like ſuch a little white flower, as we ſee in the ſpring of the 
« year, low and hurgble on the ground; ; opening its boſom to receive the pleaſant 
« beams of the ſun's glory; rejoicing, as it were, in a calm rapture, diffuſing 
* around a ſweet fragrancy; ſtanding peaceably and lovingly in the midſt of other 
& flowers round about, and in like manner opening their boſoms to drink in the 
light of the ſun. Holineſs is an excellent thing; it puts a glory upon all other 
_© graces; it carries a graceful majeſty along with it; beholders are aſtoniſhed at 
it; oppoſers cannot but admire it.“ Reader, are you ſuch a flower, ſuch a 


plant of renown ? then look forward with rapture to the paradiſe * when 
holineſs will bloom for ever. 


Aa 1 
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For avberein Ball it be known here, that I and thy people have * 
** in thy fight ? It it not in that thou goeft with us ? So ſball awe be. 
ated, I and thy people, from ail the _ that are * te foe of 


carth, Exod. XXX111. 16. 


= 


» EADER, do yo adopt the language of Moſes, and requeſt with kim, that, in 
all your removals, Gop's preſence may go with you? That you be not per- 
mitted to fiir without this diſtinguiſhing teſtimony, that you are in the path of 
duty? Are you waiting upon the Lon p, earneſt to ſerve him in fincerity and 
truth; © not being conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewing of 
« your mind,“ and deſirous to be numbered with his ſeparate people? Then you 
may expect the divine blefſing, and your way to be proſperous. It was a diſtin- 
 guiſhing privilege of the Iſraelites, that they were to dwell alone, and not to be 
' reckoned among the nations; and it is the privilege and duty of the ſpiritual 
Iſrael, to be ſeparate and diſtin from the world; they are a ſeparate people in 
the love of Gop; in their election in Cun 18 r; in the coyenant of grace made 
with them in him ; in effectual vocation; in their being ſeated with him at his 
tight hand in the day of judgment; and in their being with him to all eternity. 
Nor are they reckoned among the nations, but as they are called out of them, and 
generally treated as the refuſe and off · ſcouring of all things, they do not reckon 
themſelves to be of the wortd, but as pilgrims and ſtrangers in it. Lond, let my 
Tot be among thy ſeparate people, the righteous, both here and for evermore. 


"Ly 


” MS & © £ & © © as 
Ard thou ſhalt call his name Ixsus, for be fball ſave his people from their 
ee „ TENTS 
IN is the deadlieſt foe we have; it caſt our firſt parents out of paradiſe; it de- 
faced Gop's image in man; it brought pain, fickneſs, and death into the world, 
a ſpiritual death into the ſoul; it cauſes a diſtance from Gop, and a diflike to his 
holy ways; it gave Satan an intereſt in, and a power over mankind ; it once drown= 
ed the world, and will deſtroy it at laft; it expoſes body and ſoul to the juſt judge- 
ment of a holy God, and will fink every unpardoned offender into everlaſting per- 
dition. How is this deadly foe to be conquered * How is this fretting leproſy oł 
the ſoul to de cleanſed ? Reader, be careful in this matter, and ſeek after a remedy 
that will be laſting and efficacious. Duties, prayers, tears, ſacrifices, morality, and 
partial reformations, avail nothing in this caſe; all below Caz1sT Ixsus will 


dap phyficians of no value. I28 us is the only Saviour, Gop the Father ſent 


m into the world to ſave ſinners, his name implies the ſame, he is called Jr - 
6 us, for he ſhall ſave his people from their fins; his blood is the only propitia- 
tion for fin; this ſprinkled upon the heart by the Spirit, and apprehended by fair 
removes the guilt and curſe of fin, ſpeaks patdon and peace; his grace breaks the 

ower, and turns our love to it into an utter hatred of it; thus is holineſs ſecured 
in the heart and walk, as well as peace in the conſcience. He will ſave from the 


very being of fip, after the conflict between fleſh and ſpirit is over; his people are 


all that believe in him, and depend upon him for pardon, peace, and everlaſting 
ſalvation. In that happy number, Reader, may thou and I be found; may we be 


enabled to look to him, to receive him as our Lozp Iss, able and willing to 
| Fave to the very uttermoſt. And may we walk as the redeemed of the Load, in 


ee and tray Ralineſs 21 192-agy var Uſe. Amen." 


& . 
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Pour out your heart before God, PsAlu Ixii. 8. 185 
3 HA a different view does this animated text give of Praying, oppoſed to 
the uſual expreſſion of s Avi our Prayers; ſaying what our books or our 
parents teach us; ſaying what we have been long uſed to ſay, perhaps of our own 
compoſing, in a formal and cuſtomary manner. To your ovT our hearts, is 
fimilar to emptying a veſſel of all its contents, ſo that nothing remains; and, O 
what a pleaſing, awful, important thing muſt- this be; whatever is in my heart, 
my guilt or fears, my {ins or ſorrows, my cares and croſſes, my wants, my dangers, * , 
my weakneſſes, temptations, darkneſs, and ignorance, my doubts and anxieties 
reſpecting both body and ſoul, myſelf and others, the church and the world; 
every thought that ariſes relating either to paſt, preſent, or future, I have leave to 
empty myſelt of, to pour out by drops, or in a more copious ſtream, till not one 
burden remains; and this not by myſelf, or before men, for what help can I get 
from either? but before Gop, who is a prayer-hearing Gop, both able and will. 
ing to relieve, and who will not turn away from his ſelf-emptying creatures, but 
will fill them with his conſolations, which are neither few nor ſmall. He can ſend. 
a Hannah away no longer ſad; can ſay, © Son, or daughter, be of good cheer, thy 
« fins are forgiven thee ;** and ſend an inſtruftor to an inquiring Cornelius to in- 
form him what he muſt do. No wonder then that real prayer is ſo much un- 
known, or is ſuch a cordial when it is made before him, who is a refuge for us. 
"Away then for ever with the prayer of the formaliſt, may I learn fervency of de- 
votion from my heavenly Maſter, who in his agony prayed till drops of blood fell 
down; and in all my ſorrows and diſtreſſes, ſpiritual and temporal, in life and in 
death, like him may I be heard of my heavenly Father in the things that I fear. To 
a ſuffering Jrsus look for pardon and cleanſing; O let me be aceepted in the 
| Beloved, and purged daily from my defilements, and ſo become a veſſel to honour, 
ſanctified for the maſter's uſe for ever. Amen, 


7 


rr 


By the grace of Gov I am what I am.—Born apain, not of corruptible feed, 
. But of incorruptible, by the word of Gov. — At new-barn babes deſire the 
ſincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby, 1 Cok. xv. 10s 


HAT made the wonderful difference between Saul the Phariſee and Paul the 
Chriſtian? Gx Ac. What made him trample upon his former legal righteouſ- 
_ neſs, and defirous to be found in the righteouſneſs of CR IST? GRA, illuminati 

grace, Wherein conſifts the difference between the mere moraliſt and the real chri- 
| tian? There may be a moral deportment where there is no grace, no principle of 
_ ſaving divine faith; there may be the fear of the Log», taught by the precept'of 
men, and not by the Spirit of Gop. One may attend the externals of religion; may 
have a regard to outward decency ;. may have a name to live while dead; be high 
in profeſſion, and at the ſame time a ſtranger to the power of 2oulineſs; many 

things outwardly decent and praiſe-worthy may be done without a principle of grac 
in the heaft, witneſs Paul before his converſion, | OPS 


Have this principle, called Ga acx, in my ſoul? Have I been born of the incor- 
ruptible ſeed ? Have I got the taſte of a child of Gop ? have I taſted that the Lozw 
js gracious? Then will I defire the fincere milk of the word: the babe loves the 
ure milk from the breaſt, I will love the milk of the pure word, and from theſa 
| breaſts of confolation will ſeek comfort and nouriſhment for my ſou]. Redeeming 
love ſhall be my delightful theme; it will ſweeten every thing in the ſervice of Jes vs, 
will conſtrain to extenſi ve uſefulneſs in my ſphere of life; the grace of Gov in 
_ Canrsr Izsus will enlarge my views, keep me humble in heart, and give the 
Praiſe where alone it is due. Through the fincere milk of the word may I grow 
daily, and be nouriſhed up to eternal life, Amen. Es. 


DECEMBER 2%. wy 
| Wi being many arg one body in Cunnr, and every one members one of 


anner, Ron. xii. 85. 


Y The bleſſed rommunion of ſaints | one member has the beneßt o 
all the other members gifts, prayers, and miniftrations. One prays 
for all, and all pray for one. What one has, the other enjoys alſo. It 
may be truly ſaid of them, ALL ts Yours. There is no envy, no haugh- 
 tineſs, no ſtrife or harm; jor why ſhould I envy that which is my o.πƷnñũ ? 
why ſhould I deſpiſe that which ſerves for my neceſſary aſſiſtance? and 

why. ſhould I ftrive againſt and hurt him, whoſe hurt is my own? Is 
there any ſtrife or colliſion between the members of our natural body? 
'By no means; they all ſerve, help and affift one another; and if one be in- 
jured and ſuffers, all the reſt, as it were, run to its relief, and are neither 
tired or angry, if the healing does not follow immediately. O Load, 
unite us all into ſuch a communion and general ſympathy, and ſtop · 
all open and ſubtle divifions amongſt our members, who pretend to fome- 
thing extraordinary, and to be wiſe above the reſt. Reſtrain that mean 
ſectatian and ſelf-conceited ſpirit of the world, granting true humility. 
to all; then we ſhall live in a ſolid union and uninterrupted harmony. 


© glorious portion of the ſaints! = | And tune our hearts and tongues to fing, 


«Jer love ſuppreſs our ſore complaints, | 4 All glory to our fov'reign King." - 


4 
* 
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Fora/much as ye are manifeſtly declared to be the ih of Curr, minifers 
d by us, written, not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, 


00 in 6 of fone, but in the 2 tables of the heart, 2 Cox. in. 3. 


is beaotiful and ĩnſtructing . The epiſtle of Cuz153T written (not in 

40 + tables of ſtone)” not on a ſtony obdurate heart, but on a heart of fleſh; a heart 

| Coftened by grace, and made ſuſceptible of good — :<—The heart, the ſeat of vital 

| refigion. So runs the gracious promiſe, Jr 2. .2xzi. 33. . 

The word read and preached is ineffectual oitheut the operation of the Spirit of Gov. | 

By the Spirit chriſtians are caſt into the goſpel mold; thereby get evangelical, ſpiritual, 
_ and heavenly diſpoſitions 5 theit reſemblance to CnztsT is gradually increaſed ; they have 
the witneſs in — have the comfortable experience that they are Cn 137 's, when 
they can read his image on their hearts. They are manifeſtly declared to others, that they 
are the epiſtle of Cuz15T, by their good converſation and conduct in the worle, confeſſing 
him before men, and ſpeaking forth his praiſe. © Holinefs to the Lox v is inſcribed on 
this epiſtie. They alſo reſemble one another in mutual love, and in love to all chat bear 
their maſter's image. They are the epiſtle of Cun15T, as ſeated by his Spirit to the day 

- of redemption ; are enabled. to ſhew forth the truth, reality, and power of nee i es 
of affliction, and often at a dying hour. 
Am 1 the epiftle of Cun1s7? Do I read the epifitles of Cun1sT in my Bible? Do 1 

the finger of Gop in this divine book ? Do I read the mind of God there ? O bleſſed 

Gicovery ! What condeſcending grace! The great Gov by his ſpirit to diQate epiſtles ſo 

loving and kind! The great Gop, whom I have offended, to ſend me a pardon, not only 

in his word, but by his Son alſo! Do I read the word of reconciliation in his goſpel ? Do 


| ak. gum; Sh treat joy revive my drooping ſpirits ? I would read this epiftle from 


and over again. .:Q how much do 1 find. in it, 6 the Spirit 
opens tt paderftandiog to vaderſtand the friptures 1 
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MOU Kat begin the year, O my foul, with an Hos ANNA, nn the We 2 
bleſſing, canſt thou now conclude it with an AL LELUIA? Surely thou canft cele- 
| brate the praiſe of q gracious and loving God ? Take a review of the year paſt ; haft thou 
not had many mercies? Have not the eyes of the Lon d been upon thee for good from the 
beginning of the year to the ending thereof? Hath he net conducted thee through man 
teen and many more unfeen dangers? Canſt thou not with truth as well as gratitude ar up. 
, * thine Ebenezer, ſaying, © Hitherto the Loxp hath helped me,” 21 Sam. vii. 12. If 
thou haſt not been ſo fruitful in good works as might have been expected, is thy Lon d to 
blame, or thyſelf 7. Whatever good has been done in thee or by thee, ſurely belongs to the 
 Gavour of Gop ; and whatever has cauſed ſhame or humiliation, is no where chargeable 
dat upon thyſelf. «* Praiſe the Lox p then, O my ſoul, and all that is within me praiſe 
« his holy name; ptaiſe the LoxD, O my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits; who for- 
40 giveth all thy fins, and healeth all thine infirmities ; who ſaveth thy life from deſtrut - 
« tion, and year after year crowneth thee with mercy and loving-kindneſs;” and will at 
laſt crown thee with everlaſting glory. Thou wilt ſoon, O my ſoul, enter upon another 
veat; let dear-bought experience teach thee to avoid all occaficas of evil, and keep thee 
claſe to thy Gop. If thou liseſt to ſee another day ſet out afreſb, vnd remember to offer | 
uy daily ſacrifice of obedience as well as of praiſe to thy gracious Gop. Let every re- 
ving day. and year remind thee of 2 diſſolution of thy clay tenement, and that happy 


555 a ils Wh ſhalt ** Les the f of don aid the 
| 1 for ever and gver- | 


n g Tin sus, . „ 
Oar faichful, unchangeable fri ! Whoſe Spirit ſhall guide us ſafe home; 
„ \ Wen praiſe bim for all that is paſt, 
And neither knows meaſure nor end. 


4 traſt hum for all that's to chm. 
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eee fruit on this fig tree, and fud 
none; cut it down, andy ee jt « the ; ground ?—LozD, let it a. 
#his year alſe, till I LET dig ahout it, and „ and if it bear fruit, 
_ avell : and if not, riew after thas — w — 3449; 


fruitleſs Gr. es thou barren profeſſor, doc thou hear this, and net tremble ? 
Gov is come ſeeleing fruit; will thy bare profeffion, thy of the prindi- 
vis of religion, ſatizfy the great God? Will the notiom of truth in thy head, thy talking 
a — thy £ the word preached, thy commenting ot cenfuring ſerryons and 
preachers, juſt an thou art in the mood, will this ſerve. thy turn? and wile toes chus en- 
avour to ward off the heart-fearching Gon? Know thou, God is come to ſeek for fruit, 
tod fruit, and precious from thee z not the fruit of good words only, but the fruit of gi 
works; not the fruit of talking wall, bot of walking well, che ales of holineſs 1 in life 
and converſation j fruit ſhort of this Gop will not regard. If thy conſcience is awakened, 
Joo to thy merciful High Prieſt, confider well his ĩntereeſſion for ſuch a barren foul as thou 
art, Lon d, let it alone,” &c. Father let this men live one year longer 3 O turn away 
from this thine anger; I will yet ſex what may be done; 1 will take other methods; k 
will try what correQtions may do, perhaps the rod may work more upon oils hab way 
word has hitherto done, and may tend to make his barren heart fruitful z F will alſo 
up my ſervants to awaken him by a more harp and fearching manner; and if theſe new 
efforts be blefſed to him ail hall yet be W 
ſs: then thou * 


„I under means of grace e The' Gov n may long ns 
No fruits of grace appears | Atlength he'll 12 the threaten'd blows 
"REYES An d barren 6g>tres lows 
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CT OLY, holy Load Gop Almighty, who art, and waſt, and art 
to come; who is a Gop like unto thee, glorious in holineſs, 

tearful in praiſes, doing wonders ? Thou art the bleſſed and only Po- 
tentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, who only haſt immor- 
tality ; dwelling in the hgbt which no man can approach unto, whom 
no man hath ſeen, or can ſee. Thou art a God at hand, and a Gop 
afar off; none can hide himſelf in ſecret places where thou canſt not 
| fee him, for thou filleſt heaven and earth; thine eyes are in ever) 
place beholding the evil and the good; thou ſearcheſt the heart, = 
trieſt the reins, even the thoughts and intents of the heart are naked 
and open before thee, - 5 * 
I know, O Lon d, that thou canſt do every thing; power belongs to 
thee, and with thee nothing is impoſſible; what thou haſt promiſed 
thou art able alſo to perform. Thou art good and doſt good; good to 
all, and thy tender mercy is over all thy works: O that thou wouldſt 
cauſe thy goodneſs to paſs before me, that I BY y taſte and ſeg that the 


Lozp is good, and have his loving-kin always before mins 
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o my God, I am aſhamed, and bluſh to lift up my face before thee, 
my God; for my iniquities are increaſed, oyer my bead, and my 
treſpaſs is grown up unto the heavens ; behold, I am vile, what ſhall I 
auſwer thee ? I will lay my hand upon my mouth, and put my mouth 
in the duſt, if ſo be there may be hope, crying out, Unclean, unclean. 
« If I juſtify myſelf, my own mouth ſhall condemn me; if I ſay I am 
* perfect, that alſo ſhall prove me perverſe ; for if chou ae with 
« me, I am not able to anſwer thee one in a thouſand : - Behold: L Was 
L ſhapen in wickedneſs, and in fin did my mother conceive me; ſor. 
« who can bring a clean thing out of an ufclean ? My underſtanding 
being alienated from the life of Gon, through the i ignorance that ! is in 
me, decauſe of the blindneſs of my heart. 
1 have within me a carnal mind, which. is enmity againſt Gov; 4 
neck has been as an iron ſinew, and I have made my. heart as an ada- 
mant; I have refuſed to hearken, have pulled away the ſhoulder, and 
have ſtopped my ears like the deaf adder : O how I have hated inflruc- 
tion, and my heart depiſed reproof? I have forgotten Gop, and lived 
as without Gop in the world. My heart hath'walked after vanity and 
become vain. I have ſet my affections on things beneath, have follow 
ed after tying vanities, and forſaken my own mercies. I have forſaken 
rde living waters, for ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no water: 
chere is in me & bent to backſlide from che living Gop ; my heart is 


ſs 7 


deceitful "MY all * and y wicked, it ſtarts afide like 4 
broken bow. The whole head is — the whole heart faint; 3 from | 
« the ſole of the feet, even to the head, there is no ſoundneſs in mes . 
but wounds, and bruifes, and putrifying ſores. 

Loa, I come to thee as the publican, and I pray Vis prayer, 
„God be merciful unto me, a finner;“ the Gop of infinite mercy be 

merciful to me. O waſh me thoroughly from my wickedneſs, and cleanſe 
me from my fin; for I acknowledge my tran! 
ever before me. O purge me with hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean; waſh 
me, and 1 mall be whiter tha ; bide thy face from my kus, and 

blot out all mine 1niquaties — -me be julliied freely by thy grace, 
through the redemption En of Jesvs: Take away all mine iniquity, and 
receive me graciouſly ; hea} my backſlidings, and love me freely; and 
let thy auger be turned away from me, for in thee the fatherleſs findeth 
mercy. Iwill ſay unto Gon, do not condemn me, but deliver me from 
going down into the pit, for thou haſt found: a ranſom. I have ſinned, 
Father, againſt heaven and before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
_calledithy fon ; but I have an Advocate with Thee, Jzsus Car1sT the 
righteous, and he is the-pr my fin. Lord, remember the 


opitiation for | 
true David, and all his troubles ; remember all his offerings, and accept 
away the face of thine Anointed, who 


his barnt-ſacrifice ; and turn not 


| by his own blood 1s entered 1 into Bb elf, 1 now to our in the 


greſſions, and my fin is F 


020) 
05 * Gov for med.” Remember the covenant in his blood; and 
| merciful to mine unrighteopſpeſs, and my fins and wy i. re- 
| member no more. | 
S Let me be juſtified by faith, and have peace with Gov throogh Iasus 
g Cnstsr, and through him [et me have acceſs to that grace wherein be- 
; levers ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of Go. O make me 
1 | hear of joy and gladneſs, that the bones which ſin has -broken may. re- 
1 ice. Let the blood of Cur1gT ſpeak better things than that of Abel; 

1 let it ſpeak pardon and peace to my ſoul; let it purge my y conſcience 
from dead works to ſerve the living God. Let thy Spirit witneſs with 
my ſpirit that I am a child of Gop, and a joint- heir wich Curr ; lay 
to my foul, that thou art my ſalvation.” * 

'Loxp, give me a wiſe and underſtanding heart; that added I know 
not, teach thou me; let the Spirit of truth — me into all truth, and 
make me to underſtand wherein I have erred. Make thy way ow 
before my face, becauſe of mine obſervers | and by the teaching of thy 

Word and Spirit make me wiſe uoto ſalvation, Unto me, Logo, let 
3t be given to believe, for the faith by which I am fayed 1s not of myſelf, 

it 18 the gift of Gop: Load, increaſe my faith, and perfect hat is lack - 
ing in it, that I may be ſtrong in faith, giving glory to Gon. Let every 
word of thine profit me, being mixed with faith; and enable me to 
look above the things that are ſeen, which are temporal, to the thing3 
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N » Y ttt to 


233 7 . 2 > ——_ ou" _ . 4. % * * * 


* Ä 2 — — . - 
* i; 


—— 1 —_—— „ * 0 - 


3 —_— „ —_ "= _— * og 
* 


re ]xĩ:ʃ2́07 cud ro 0 


(371) 


and enable me by faith to oberebme the world, to reſiſt the adverſary = 


and to live ys upon Joveny drawing out of his fulneſs * 


for grace. 
Unite my heart to fear thy name, that I may keep thy command. 


. O put thy fear into my heart; that I may never depart from 


thee; let me be in the fear ofthe Los all the day 


Deliver me 


from all ſlaviſh fear that hath torment, and give me a filial os: that 
I may never wilfully offend againſt thee more. 


Give me grace, I beſeech thee, to love thee, the. Lond my „Gos. | 


with all my heart, and ſoul, and mind, and ſtrength ; to delight myſelf 
always in thee; and therein ſhall I have the-defire of 
 -cumciſe my heart to love thee, that I may live; O may the love of 
God be ſhed abroad in my heart by the Holy Ghoſt. O that Jesus 
may be very precious to me, as. he is to all - A believe ; that he may 


my heart. Gel 


be in my account the chiefeſt of ten thouſand, and altogether lovely; 


and though I have not ſeen him, yet may I love him, and by believing 
in him may rejoice: with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. Let the 
love of Canisr to me conſtrain me to le. to myſelf, but to him 
that died for me, and roſe again. 


Lord, put upon me that charity which fi is the bond of perſectoeſß, 
chat I may keep the unity. of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and may 


drr 1 petpwne chat the Go of F me. 
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Give me to love my neighbour as myſelf, with that tore which i is the 
fulfilling of the law ; to love him with a pure heart . Give me, 
O Lox, the love of the brethren ; and enable me to be kindly affec- 
tioned towards them in brotherly love, that I may know I am paſſed 
from death anto life, and all may know that I am thy diſciple. Lon, 
make me able to love mine enemies; to bleſs them x" curſe: me, and 
to pray for them that deſpitefully uſe me; forbearing them and 2 
ing them, as, I truſt, thou for Carusr's ſake haſt forgiven me. a 
Lon, give me grace to deny myſelf, to take up my croſs daily, and 
to follow Chalsr; to keep under the body, and to bring it into ſub- 
jection; let me learn of CHAISTH to be meek and lowly in- heart, that I 
may find reſt to my ſoul ; hide pride from me, and clothe me with hu- 
mility; and put upon me the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
which in thy fight is of great price: let anger never reſt in my boſom, 
nor the ſun go down upon my wrath, but enable me to ſhew all meek- 
neſs towards all men: let me have — of mercies, kindneſs, hum- 
bleneſs of mind, meekneſs and long - ſuffering; that being merciful, as 
2 which is in heaven 1 is — I may de perſe as he is 
ect | Es + 7865. Dd 
i teach me in every ate to bu content 3 let my converſation be 
without covetouſneſs ; may I be content with ſuch things as [ 
have; ſtill ſaying, the will of the Loan be done. Lon b, give me grace 
to weep as though I wept not, and to rejoice as though I rejoiced not, 
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uud bay as though I 
it; becauſe — cont the faſhion of this world 
May the very Gon of 


paſſeth away. 
peace ſanctify me wholly ; and I pray Gon my 


not, and uſe this world as not dbbllng = 


| wholepirit, and ſoul and body, may be preſerved blameleſs unto the | | 


coming of our Lozp Jasus Cxrisr. Let goodneſs and mercy follow me 
all the days of my life ; when I walk — the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, y thou with we, that I may fear no evil; let thy rod and 
thy ſtaff comfort me. Redeem my ſoul from the power of the grave, 
and receive me; guide me by thy — and afterwards receive me to 
glory, through J asus Cnalsr my bleſſed Loxp and Saviour ; to whom, = 
wich Thee and the holy Spirit, be all hence wy Soy, thankſgiving 
* praie, 15 erer and ever. a 
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TERNAL Gov, with whom is everlaſtidg length, thou art able 
to us from falling, and to perform the good work begun in 
— till the ay of JIxsus pant But, — knoweſt how weak 
and changeable I am, how wavering, and bent to backſliding ; how apt 
to decline and fall off, after I have been ſet up, and put in a good hops- 
ful way heaven-ward ; and in what danger ſtill to undo myſelf, after all 
e thou rr . me. 9 0 wn ene Pity' on 
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1 My infirmities, and ſtrengthen me in my weakneſs, Preſerve me; thot 

1 bleſſed Guardian of thy people; who keepeſt the feet of thy ſaints; 0 

' preſerve me from the danger of apoſtacy, and falling away from any 

s good beginnings, to which thy grare has ever wrought me: Aud pat 

= thy fear in my heart, that I may not depart from thee. Make me ſo 

firmly thine, that nothing which befals me in the world, may ever part 

thee and my ſoul; and make me fo teſolute for thy ſervice, that no- 

thing which any can ſay or do may interrupt me in, or take me off from 
that way of life which is above to the wiſe; to depart from hell beneath. 

O let me not be. of the number of thoſe that draw back to perdition; 

but of their happy number, who do believe to the ſaving of the ſou] 

O Logp God, thou haſt begun to ſhew thy ſervant chy -preatneſs, 
and thy mighty hand; go on, I pray thee, to work for the glory of thy 
name, and to perfe& that which concerns me. Thou hait been my 

help, leave me not, nor forſake me, O Gop of my ſalvation; but 
Bold thou me up and I ſhall be ſafe, and I will have reſpect to thy 
Fatates' continually. Eſtabliſn, O Logo, ſtrengthen, ſettle me; and 
leave me no will or power to reſiſt the gracious deſigns and methods 
of thy love and mercy, for the healing and ſaving of my ſoul. And as 
I, by my frailty, do ſtill renew my fins, gracious Lonp, thr «thy 
mercy, renew me to ; and though I fall, let me not-utterly 
de caſt down, but uphold me by thy almighty hand; preſerve me to 
chy heavenly. kingdom, and keep me by thy power, thropgh faith to 
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#2 1 4 be 0 faithful unto 4 this thou —— — 5M 
mee the grown of liſe, ſo to endure to the end, that I may be ſaved a 
that in the end of my life I may receive the glorious conſummation c 3 
all my hopes, chat bl bleſſed end of my faith, the eternal ſalvation of my 5 
' foul , through * Cuzizr, my dear Lees and Saviour. ley ae | 
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2 LORY, be to 3 0 i in 1 F live, * m and 
I have my being; who haſt preſerved me ever ſince E was born. 
1 bumbly worſhip thee, O Lond, my heavenly Father, through "i 

sus CazisT, my Redeemer ; O give me thy grace, that — faĩth · 
fully ſerve thee all the days of my life: Waſh me from the guilt of my 
ſins in the ſountain of CHaISx's precious blood; ſave me daily by thy 
grace from the practice of ſin; let thy good Spiri reſtrain, and cleanſe 
the corruption of my nature ; help me to remember thee, my Creator, 
In the days. of my youth - preſerve me from thoſe —_ and d follies, to 
Which the frailey of my age does moſt expoſe me, and keep me inno- 
dent from every great offence ;-deljver me from lying and vanity, To 
3 g and ſtealing, from bwexriog and Cn: and 
e temptations of evil Company. — | | 
_ - [Incline my heart to all that 18 good, that 1 nextboatated Ny —_ 
dle, true e mem and way: 8 * * 1 mere Oe 
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x bedient to ail my 3 that T cy Ka nd Tove thee 20 - 
my neighbor as myſelf. Let thy good fovidenee defend m6. 
dom all evil. might” and day; let the grace of thy holy Spirit 
1 tijaally prevent and aſſiſt me; bleſs me in my learning, and help: me 9 
duailx to * knowledge, and wiſdom, and in All virtnes; is 
mo me, O Load, more and more in the tryths of thy holy word, -_ 
us in the knowledge of thy falvationgsthat I mayflive hakly, die com- 1 
| - fortably, and be eternally happy in thy 3 of bliſs and glory. -* 1 
-” {Bleſs all my dear tnends; relations, and benefactors; giant to 3 Wo 
whatever may be gbot for th in this life,” and guide nem and me ns © 
 everkfting happineſs: in thy kingdom, through Jesus Cutis r, wy 
= dear oe and Saviqurs ns. Our Father, &.  -- 
"SYN 3 1 
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"ORD, I am now in thy houſe, affiſt me, I pray thee, and accept of my fervis 

* 1 mes: Let thy holy Spirit help my infirmities, diſpoſing my heart to ſeriouſneſs 
eo - © attention, and devotion; to he honour of thy holy _— and the benefit of mx 
8 9 7 our Lox. Amen. * _ 44 
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q "8 "- Foe After. the . J E R V I C E is done. 
Ps LESSED be hy: name, O Lon p, tor this opportunity of attending thes FR wy 
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eee Make me, 1 pray, Thees à der of thy word, and not n 4 
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